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Mr. WHITELEY. That is the spirit of it. I 
will read the language of the Constitution: 

«“ A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 
other crime, Who shall flee from justice, and be found in 
another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the State from which he fled, be delivered up to be re- 
moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.”’ 

‘On the demand of the executive Sey of 
the State from which he fled!’? That is the lan- 
eyage of the Constitution. This bill, if 1 may be 
allowed to say So, is the greatest stride ever made 
toward consolidation, and in violation of all the 
rights of every State in the Union. 
«That is right!’’] 

Mr. CORWIN. Ido not know but that it is 
well to make some effort toward consolidation, 
since the general tendency istoward disintegration. 

But what I wish to submit to the House now, 


is this: 1 think that the very words the gentleman | 


has referred to, are those referred to in the clause 
of the Constitution, as to the rendition of fugi- 


tives from labor. It has been decided by the Su- |} 


preme Court of the United States, that when the 
demand is made for a fugitive from labor, that 
demand shall be made upon the officers of the 
Federal Government, and not upon those of the 
State government; and they have appointed com- 
missioners, whom they call officers of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, for that very reason. 

Then as to the propriety of the law, what the 
committee desired to avoid was, the contradictory 
decisions made by Governors of the States, who 
are not always very competent judges of Consti- 
tutional law, lam sorry to say. In some States 
they will deliver up no fugitives from justice for 
an alleged offense, unless that alleged offense is 
also a crime by the laws of the State to which the 
fugitive has fled. Now, then, if we can submit 
this to a judicial officer of the United States—it 
being clearly the duty of the Federal Government 
to see that that clause of the Constitution is faith- 
fully executed—then we shall at least arrive at 
one point, which all agree is desirable. 

| have always been satisfied, Mr. Speaker— 
although very high authorities have differed from 
mein that particular—that the Constitution did 
intend, undoubtedly, to leave each State to have 
its own criminal laws; to make that a crime which 
they might, in their judgment, consider offensive 
to the peace of their own community. If the 
practice which has prevailed in the States under 
the old law should be continued, it is perfectly 
settled that the great end of establishing the sov- 
ereign power of a State, to have its own criminal 
jurisprudence, will always be defeated, provided 
the Governor of a State does not choose to recog- 
nize those criminal laws as binding upon him. 
You may take the whole criminal code of a State, 
and if it should differ, in toto clo, from the crim- 
inal code of another State, and the Governor of 
that other State should decide—as Governors often 
have decided—that the offense charged is not a 
crime in the State to which the man has fled, and 
that there is no obligation upon him to deliver up 
the fugitive to be tried in the State where it is a 
crime, then it is in the power of the Governor of 
any State to defeat entirely the criminal laws of 
any other State. Now, I speak with great respect, 
both for Federal and State officers; but I do sa 
that the Governors of States are not elected wit 
anespecial reference to their judicial acquigements, 
or to their legal knowledge. I, therefore, think 


[Cries of | 





that that is an inappropriate tribunal to submit | 


this question to. hat [ desire is, that the ju- 
‘cary of the United States—as it is clearly within 
their province—should determine what is the 
meaning of that provision of the Constitution; and 
then we shall have a uniform course of decisions; 
and if the law, as established by the judiciary, is 
found to be so injurious to the sovereignty of the 
States as the gentleman from Delaware seems to 
consider, why, then, the people of the United 
‘ates can change it, and make it specifically what- 
ever they please. At present, we have one law in 
as State and another in another—just as diversi- 
ed as the opinions of the Governors of the States 
may be—in reference to what constitutes crime. 
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| the previous question; but I will give way to my 


| when he has concluded his remarks. 


, tution, and in clauses which are in juxtaposition. 


| and if that be consolidation, then the imposition | 
| of duties upon imported merchandise is consoli- 





| arein juxtaposition. One follows the other. They | 


| granted by the Constitution to the Government, | 


| the gentleman from 
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These are the reasons, Mr. Speaker, which in- 
duced the committee to look into this matter, as 
we thought it came especially within those sub- 
jects which had been confided to us. I would call 


friend from Virginia, [Mr. Miiuison,] if he will 
agree to renew the call for the previous question 


Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, I have but a 
very few observations to submit to the House. | 
confess that my first impressions were against 
the propriety of the change contemplated by this 
bill; but, upon consideration of the question, I | 
have come to the conclusion, that, for the very 
reason which the gentleman from Delaware has | 
assigned as an objection to this bill, 1 ought to 
support it; for, sir, 1 know nothing more anom- | 
alous, in the view of a State-rights man, than the 
act of 1793, which is proposed to be amended by 
this bill. 

There are two clauses in the Constitution au- 
thorizing the surrender of fugitives. They both 
occur in the same article of the Constitution. They 


are intended to involve the same class of powers. 
The phraseology is the same. The first provides 
for the surrender of fugitives from labor; the other, | 
for the surrender of fugitives from justice. The 
one declares that the fugitive shall be delivered | 
up; and the other provides that the fugitive shall 
be delivered up. Now, in both cases the same | 
power is given, in the same article of the Consti- 


The same words are used. It is clear that the | 
Constitution intended that fugitives, in both cases, 
should be delivered up by the same authority; | 
and yet, in 1793, an act was passed by Congress | 
providing that fugitive slaves should be delivered 
up by the judicial authorities, and fugitives from | 
justice should be delivered up by the executive 
authorities of the States. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, [ hope that, without any 
departure from State rights, I may safely con- 
clude that whenever any powers are conferred by 
the Constitution upon the Federal Government, 
it is intended that the Federal Government shall 
provide the necessary machinery for carrying 
them into execution; otherwise such grant of 
powers would be a mere compact between the 
States, to be complied with or violated at the 
pleasure of the parties making the compact. Now, 
while it is undoubtedly true that the whole Con- 
stitution is the result of a compact, yet so far as 
that compact involves the delegation of powers to | 
the Federal Government, it was intended that the 
Government should execute the delegated powers 
and should provide the machinery for carrying 
them into effect. 
gentleman from Delaware, who says that this | 
would consolidate the Government. Why, of 
course, sir, it will give to the Government an op- 
portunity of enforcing and executing the powers | 





dation, because it is the execution by the Federal | 
Government of powers granted by the Constitu- 
tion to the Federal Government. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
ask the gentleman a question. 
Mr. MILLSON. | will hear it presently. I | 


prefer to go on now without interruption. Let | 


I desire to 


us turn to the phraseology of the act of 1793, || 


which is the act proposed to be amended. L ask | 
t elaware if he has ever seen | 
in any act of Congress a more violent blow upon 
State rights and State authority. That act is as 
follows: 

“¢ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, ‘That 
whenever the executive authority of any State in the 
I nion, or of either of the Territories northwest or south of 
the river Ohio, shali demand any person as a fugitive from | 
justice,” &c., “it shall be the duty ”— 


Whose duty? 


“ Tt shall the duty of the executive authority of the State 
or Territory to which such person,” &e. 


Here is the Congress of the United States un- | 


| 
| 
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Now, one word in reply to the || 


| Governors of States. 
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dertaking to declare what shall be duty of the 
The Constitution does not 
declare that the surrender shall be made by the 
Governors of the States. The duties of the Gov- 
ernor of a State are limited and prescribed by the 
constitution of that State, and by no other human 
authority; and yet the Congress of the United 
States comes forward and says that it shall be the 
duty of the Governor of a State to do a particular 
thing, 

Mr. WHITELEY. Will the gentleman allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. MILLSON. Notat present. Sir, this is 
the State-rights theory that I am maintaining. 
This is not the consolidation doctrine that I am 
defending; and I will state to the gentleman from 
Delaware that most of the States of this Union 
have, at different times, declared that it is not com- 
petent for Congress either to increase or diminish 
the powers of any officer of a State. 

Mr. 3URNETT. Will the gentleman permit 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MILLSON. As soon as I have expanded 
this idea, I will give way to the gentlemen who 
desire to interrogate me. 

Sir, the whole legislation of the northern States 
prohibiting the State agency from being invoked 
to assist in the execution of the fugitive slave 
law, proceeds upon the same notion: that Con- 
gress cannot confide to the authorities of a State 
the execution of any of the Federal duties. And 
I would state that the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
which has, I trust, some little reputation as an 


exponent of the State-rights doctrine, mer years 
ago—more than forty years ago—decided, through 


her highest criminal court, and decided, I believe, 
with almost absolute unanimity, that it was not 
competent for Congress to impose duties upon 
justices of the peace, or any other judicial offi- 
cers of the State of Virginia; and if they under- 
took to confer any powers upon such officers, 
they could act only as ministerial agents, and 
might act or refuse to act, at their pleasure. Other 
States have, no doubt, adopted similar views. I 
know that almost all the northern States have 
done so, if not all, and I know that many of the 
southern States have taken the same view of the 
subject. They hold that the judicial or executive 
officers of a State, deriving their authority from 
that State, cannot be required by Congress to ex- 


| ecute any function not imposed upon them by the 


constitution of their own State. 

And now, sir, I do not hesitate to say, with this 
view of the law, that if any northern or southern 
State should refuse to surrender any fugitive from 
justice, you are entirely without vend. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I do not desire to take up 
the time of the gentleman from Virginia, by giv- 
ing my ideas in regard to the construction of this 
Government, and of the rights of the States un- 
der it. All I say is this: that the best testimony 
of the construction of the Constitution is the tes- 
timony given by acts of Congress concurrent with 
the adoption of that instrument. Now, sir, I hold 
that to the article of the Constitution in refer- 
ence to the rendition of fugitives from justice, a 
construction was given by the Congress of 1793, 
six years after the adoption of the Constitution; 
and it shows as plainly as one act can show the 
intention of the acts of other parties, what was 
intended by the members of the convention that 
formed the Constitution of the United States. 
That act says, a fugitive from justice, ** upon the 
demand of the Executive of one State, shall be 
surrendered.”’ Now, by whom? ‘The Congress 


|| of 1793, said ‘*by the Executive.” Probably, 


'| though I do not recollect, members of the con- 


vention of 1787 were members of the Congress 
of 1793. 

Again: taking the theory of our Government, 
when one State makes a demand upon another 
for a fugitive from justice, it never entered into 
the idea of any man I ever heard of, that the de- 


| mand was upon~United States officers, but upon 


the authorities of the State. How can the gen- 
tleman from Virginia say that a demand upon 
United States officers is a demand upv the State? 
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Ane that is the point to which I wish to call his | 


attenuon. Is it not the spirit, if not the letter of 
that article, that the demand of one State shall 
be made upon another State? How is it, in what 
way 19 it, thatthe United States judge in the State 
ot Delaware represents the sovereignty of Dela- 
warer 

Mr. MILLSON. I will answer the sugges- 
tions of the gentleman from Delaware, as they 
were presented. In the first place, I have never 
said that the act of 1793 was unconstitutional. 
Therefore, lam not under any necessity to answer 
the arguments of the gendeman in Support of its 
consituuionality, IT have said it imposed no ob- 
lizauon. ‘To be sure it was constitutional, as the 
old jaw in reference to the recapture of fugitive 
sailors and mariners is constituuonal, although it 
invokes the agency of State justices of the peace. 
but, in that case, asin this, they actonly minis- 
terially; they act at their own willand discretion; 
and if they de not choose to act, there is no means 
of compelling them. 

Now as io the gentleman's inquiry whether a 
demand upon a judge of the United States is a 
demand upon the State authority. The question 
carnes itgown answer. A demand upon a Uni- 


j 
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ted States judge is no dengand upon the State au- 
thority: and I wifl suggest that a demand upon a | 


United States jadge for the surrender of a fugitive 
siave is nota demand upon the State authority. 


And yet the gentleman from Delaware will see | 


that there is precisely the same necessity for ap- 
plying to the State authority in the one case as in 
the other. If the Constitution intends that no 


demand shall be made upon the State or upon the | 


Governor, there would be the same necessity for 
applying to a State as to a Governor, for the sur- 
render of a fugitive from service as well as for a 
fugitive from justice. 
that the words used are the same—‘‘ that he shall, 
on demand of the executive authority of the State.”’ 
The demand on whom? The Constitution does 
not say. The gentleman from Delaware says, 
upon the State. Then I inform him, if that be 
so, the demand for fugitive siaves must also be 


For the gentleman will find | 


upon the Executive of a State, because the same | 


language is used—he ‘* shall be delivered up on | 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor | 


is due.”’ In one case, ‘fon demand ”’ he shall be 
delivered up; in the other case, ‘‘on claim ”’ he 
shall be delivered up; and the gentleman says that 
means delivered up by the State. If so, then 
both must be delivered up by the State. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, I desire to 
ask the gentleman a single question. I wish to 
know how he understands this bil!; because I find 
there is some difference of opinion. 
know whether he understands that a man charged 
with a crime in a particular State is allowed to 


I desire to | 


prove, before a judge, that he never was in that | 


State, before he 1s sent back? 
tains the language that— 
‘On the demand of the,executive authority of the State 


Now, this act con- 


from which he fled upon the district judge of the United || oy not, 


States of the district in which be may be found, be arrested 
und brought before such judge, who, on being satisfied that 
he is the person charged, and that he was within the juris- 
diction of such State at the time such crime was commit- 


ted, of which such charge shall be prima facie evidence, | 


shall deliver him up,”? &c. 


Now, suppose a man in Missouri gets a man in | 


Kansas indicted for a crime committed in Mis- 
souri, and he could prove by one hundred wit- 
nesses that he was not, and had never been, in 
the State of Missouri; or seppose the converse of 


| 


! 
| 
| 


that, and a man in Kansas charges a man in the | 


State of Missouri for a crime committed in Mis- 
souri, and he could prove by one hundred wit- 
nesses that he never was out of the State of Mis- 
souri; whether the charge itself would not author- 
ize a judge to give him up, notwithstanding the 
facts of the case? 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman must be aware 
that he has introduced a new subject of discus- 
sion, which no gentleman has adverted to. I do 
not rise for the purpose of discussing any provis- 
ions of the bill except that making the change 
from the old law to the present. As to the con- 
struction to be given to this bill, [do not intend to 
enter upon that discussion; because the difficul- 
ties, Whatever they may be upon that subject, are 
equally applicable to the old law and to the pres- 
ent bill; ta the ene case as to the other. I rose 
only to discuss the point of difference between the 
twe laws. 
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Mr. BRABSON. | desire to ask the gentleman 
ene simple question. Does my friend from Vir- 
ginia understand this provision in this way: if I 


go to the city of Boston with my slaves, and after- || that is so, why is it that power is 


wards leave there with my servants, and an in- 
dictment is found against me in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts for kidnapping, may the Federai court 
of Tennessce be required. to surrender me to the 
authorities of the State of Massachusetts ? 

Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman supposes 
that I am here to moot all questions that may be 
raised under the operations of this bill, I can only 
say that I have undertaken no such task. Ionly 


rose for a particular eS and that was, to || 


show the reasons why the committee recom- 
mended this amendment to the old law, transfer- 
ring the execution of the law from the Governor 
to the courts. 

I will say, however, in reply to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that I seuteiet his objection 
leads to no difficulty; for, whether it is the Gov- 
ernor or the court that is to deliver him up, if he 
commits an offense in the State of New York, 
the same principles will govern. 

Mr. GOOCH. I desire to put a question to the 
gentleman from Virginia, suggested by his con- 
stitutional argument. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
ruptions. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


| 





I object to inter- | 


I insist on my objection. I | 


desire to have the matter discussed in the regular | 


way; and I object to any further interruptions. 
Mr. GOOCH. I only want to put a question 


Mr. BRANCH. I hope the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts will have an opportunity to make 


his inquiry after the gentleman from Virginia shall 


| have yielded the floor; but until he does so, I must 


object to further interruptions, and hope the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts will not persist. 


Mr. MILLSON. 


in the report of this bill, and for no other purpose. 
I did not design tu go into any extended remarks, 
or any general discussion of the operations of the 
bill in any other particular. But when I ascer- 


| tained, on the examination of this whole question, 


that the surrender of fugitives from justice was, 
under the present law, a mere matter of courtesy 
and discretion on the part of the Governors of 
States, I thought it was too important a subject 


| to be left longer in the condition in which it has 


so long remained. We have already had a great 
many Inter-State controversies in regard to the 


Mr. Speaker, I rose only to | 
explain the reasons which induced me to concur | 


| in connection with the constitutional argument | 
| which the gentleman was making. 





refusal of Governors to surrender fugitives from | 
justice. I want to prevent them. I want to make 


| 1t the duty of some officer responsible to Congress 
| to execute this provision of the Constitution, and 
to trust its execution no longer to the Governors | 


of States, whose duties we somewhat arrogantly 
undertake to define, and then leave it to their own 
discretion as to whether they will execute the law 


And, now, in compliance with my promise to 
the gentleman from Ohio 

Mr. HICKMAN, I trust the gentleman from 
Virginia will not call the previous question till 
something is heard ia opposition. 

Mr. GOOCH. I wish to ask the gentleman’s 
attention to this article of the Constitution. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If there is not be discussion, 
I insist on the previous question. 


Mr. GOOCH. In section one, I find this: 


“Pull faith and credit shall be given in each State to the 
public acts, records, and official proceedings of every other 
State. And the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe 
the manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings 
shall be proved, and the effect thereof.” 

Now, I ask the gentleman from Virginia why 
it was necessary in this case to provide that Con- 
gress should have power to legislate, and why it 
was not provided in the other case? 

Mr. MILLSON. I really do not see the perti- 
nency of the genutleman’s inquiry. Does the gen- 
tleman mean to deny the proposition that if power 
is given to the Federal Government it is to exe- 
cute it?) Unless he means to deny that, there is 
no pertinency in the gentleman’s illustration. _ 

Mr. GOOCH. My point is this—I see the gen- 
tleman does not understand it: seetion one of the 
Constitution says, ** full faith and credit shall be 
given in each State to the public acts, records, 





and efficial proceedings ef every other State.”” I 
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_ it; or if there be anything provided for, 














March 1. 
take it, that if it stopped there, acc a 


gentleman’s theory, Congress wo 
power to legislate in regard to the 


Ording to 4! 
uld a fal 
matter. But ir 
ferred upon Congress? nupreeety con. 

Mr. MILLSON. If there is any releyaner 
the gentleman’s inquiry he may learn at hn 
from some of Mr. Madison’s commentaries 
the Constitution, that even in a wo . 
as the Constitution of the United 
were a great many pleonasms and 
ogy; and I suppose that I could, in a momen: 
point to half a dozen such cases. I do gq . 
if authority be given to Congress to do cayitine 
it may use Means necessary and proper for 8 

; as A mar. 
ter of Federal faith, the Government of the United 
States may provide that that faith shall be ko»: 

Mr. GOOCH. Then, do! understand the Pe 
tleman from Virginia to say that the second Ses. 
tion 

Mr. BRANCH. I must object to this diseys. 
sion proceeding any further. 1 should be glad to 
have the discussion thrown open, but t mu ’ 
ject to this mode of proceeding. 

Mr. MILLSON. I find there are gentlemen 
who, not content with attempting to illustrate th, ir 
objections toan argument, insist sometimes on the 
discussion of all the difficulties which they gyp- 
pose to be involved in the illustration itself, Now 
as I have not undertaken even to discuss all tha 
phases of the bill at present before the House, eon- 


8 On 
rk so perfeer 
States there 
much tautol. 





ust ob- 


| tlemen will pardon me if I do not undertake to dis. 


cuss a great many questions connected with the 
illustration of other branches of the Constitution, 
not bearing on the question. 1 demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I should like to ask the 
gentleman a single question, to see whether | un- 
derstand him. 

Mr. LOVEJOY and others objected. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I trust the gentleman from 
Virginia will withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question fora few moments. I shall not 
consume five minutes’ time; and [ will then renew 
the call for the previous question. 

Mr. MILLSON. The floor was ceded to me 
on consideration that i should demand the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read the 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. CORWIN demanded the previous question 


| on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the bili. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. a ae 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 48, nays 125; as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain,William ©. An 
derson, Barr, Barret, Bouligny, Brabson, Briggs, Brisiow, 
Bureh, John B. Clark, Clemens, John Cochrane, Corwin, 
Cox, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Etheridge, Fouke, 
Gilmer, Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, Johu ‘I’. Harris, Hat 


| ton, Hoiman, William Howard, Hughes, Larrabee, James 
| M. Leach, Logan, Mallory, Charies D. Martin, Maynard. 
| MeClernand, McKenty, Millson, Laban ‘I Moore, Moor- 
| fread, Nelson, Nixon, Phelps, Riggs, James C. Robinson, 


Scranton, Sickles, Stokes, Webster, and Wood—4®. +4 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aliey, Ashiey. 
Avery, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Biake, Bocock, 
Boteler, Branch, Brayton, Browu, Butlinton, Burlingame, 
Burnett, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, arey, ae ty 
Case, tlorace PF. Clark, Coburn, Coliax, Conkling. © 00 
way, Covode, Burton Craige, Dawes, De Jaruette, — ' 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Poage a 
Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, > - 
Gooch, @raham, Grow, Hale, Hall, Helmick, Hic man, 
Hindman, Hoard, William A. Howard, Humphrey ee 
ins, Irvine, Jenkins. Francis W. Kellogg, peer Say et 
Kunkel, Leake, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy; ° Mor 
Elbert S. Martin, McKean, McKnight, McPherson. oe, 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, see aries, 
Pendleton, Peyton, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Pryor, her Rot 
Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Christophe Wil- 
inson, Royce, Ruffin, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sun 
liam N. H. Smith, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, ge oe 
venson, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, saat, 
Tappan, Theaker, Thomas, Tompkins, —_ 9 Wal. 
Valiandigham, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, ; vash- 
dron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, a 
burne, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, Windom, : 
Woodruff, and Woodson—125. 

So the bill was rejected. 

During the vote, ; . 

Mr. ALDRICH stated that, for the first 1% 
he had paired with Mr. Nimiace. 
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: Mi ‘EeTHERIDGE (when his name was called) | 


vd: | desire to state that when the vote was 
tak *D a few minutes ago on the bill to amend 
. fyeitive slave law of 1850, I was necessarily 
nt ona committee of conference. If I had 
ion present, I should have voted * ay”’ on that 
‘| vote ‘Say.”” coe 
It was stated that Mr. Leacn, of Michigan, 
was paired with Mr. Eneuisa. 


vi 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM (when his name was | 


eniied) said: Regarding this bill asa direct in- | 


fingementon State rights and State sovereignty, 
I vote **no.”” 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
hy which the bill was rejected; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROPOSITION FOR RECESS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose we must have a 
night session to-night, and [ suggest that at five 


o'clock we take a recess till seven o’clock, for the | 


OE 


\ir. OLIN stated that he had paired with Mr. | 





Mr. HATTON. I move to lay that appeal on | 
the table. 
Mr. HICKMAN. Upon that motion, I call | 


| for tellers. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Before the 
to state precisely what the point of order is that 
we are to vote upon, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCiernanp] had 
the floor, and was in order in moving to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of receiving the com- 
munication the Chair desired to lay before the | 
House. From that decision an appeal was taken, 
and a motion made to lay the appeal on the table. 
The question is now upon the latter motion. 

Mr. GROW. [rise toa question of order again. | 
The Chair has not stated my question of order 
correctly. My point of order was, that the busi- | 
ness of the Territories was set down as a special 
order immediately after the disposal of the busi- 
ness of the committee of thirty-three. 

Mr. HATTON. I call the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to order. 

Mr. GROW. I have the right to state my point 
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| 

| 

House divides upon the appeal, I desire the Chair || 
| 

| 

1] 


. 
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Mr. LOVEJOY. I certainly object in toto celo 
to any such pro osIition. , 

Mr. BOTELER. I desire to ask this question: 
can any, member object to the reception of acom- 
munication from the peace congress? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Itis nota peace congress at 
all. There is no such body known to this House. 

Mr. BOTELER. I merely ask the question for 
information, for I do not profess to be familar 
with the rules; I desire to know whether the ob- 


| jection of a single member can defeat the recep- 
| tion of such a proposition, especially when that 


single member is known not to be a conservative 
man, but a man opposed to all compromises? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that 


|| a great deal of time will be saved by having «call 
| of the House, as there is evidently no quorum 


present. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I move that there bea 


| eall of the House. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BRANCH. 1 would suggest that it has 


| not appeared that no quorum is present; no vole 


has been taken. 


purpose of business. : 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. GROW. I call for the regular order of 
business; and I ask the Chair to state what it is. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the special order, made some time since, | f 4 
relating to the Territories. || gentleman from Illinois obtained the floor, and | 

Mr. GROW. Am | entitled to the floor upon || had the right to submit the motion to suspend the 
that special order? 1 = annette kaa seach ean 

ELIE st pS 2 oes FE Oe nal o Mr.GR . He had no right to take the floor 

COMMUNICATION OF THE PEACE CONFERENCE. || ¢.5m me for any such purpose. | 

The SPEAKER. There is a communication, The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the || Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Noell, Palmer, Pettit, Porter Pot 
which has been for some time lying upon the question of order. || ter, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. 
Speaker’s table, from the president of the peace 


zl __s Reynolds, Ruflin, Rust, Scott, Scranton, Singleton, Wil- 
Mr. GROW. And from that decision I take |} ““*"8 Se ee ae ah 
conference. The Chair thinks it is right that it on @enent liam Smith, Staliworth, James A. Stewart, William Stew 
should be taken up. 


|| of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will state his point of order. | 
Mr. GROW. Itis, that the territorial business || 
having been made the special order, comes upnow 
as the regular order of business. | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the | 


The SPEAKER. A call has been ordered. 

The roll was then called; and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Ashmore, Barksdale, Barr, Bar 
| ret, Beale, Blair, Blake, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyee, Burn 
| ham, Butterfield, Carter, Clemens, Clopton, Cobb, Conk 

ling, Conway, Corwin, Covode, Cox, Crawlord, Curry, 

Davidson, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmnick, Dunn, Ed 

mundson, English, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Frank, French, 

Gartrell, Gilmer, Gurley, Hale, Hamilton, Hardeman, Hat 

ton, Hawkins, Hindman, Houston, Jackson, Jones, Keitt, 
| Kilgore, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Leake Loomis, Love, Elbert 8S. Martin, Maynard, Me 
Queen, McRae, Miles, Millward, Montgomery, Sydenham 





art, Stout, Stratton, ‘Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Trimble, 
ae 4 Underwood, Verree, Wade, Webster, and Wood. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. A quorum having appeared, 

On motion of Mr. BURNETT, all further pro- 
ceeding in the call was dispensed with. 

Mr. HUGHES. I rise to a question of high 
privilege. I move that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
directed to arrest the members of this House from 
the State of South Carolina, and bring them be- 
fore the bar of the House. I have noticed their 


I object. 
Mr. GROW. 
business. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has not thought 
proper to present it until the propositions of the 
committee of thirty-three had been disposed of; 


but he thinks it right that they should now be | 


presented. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I object, 
on behalf of John Tyler, who does not want them 
in. {Laughter.] 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
rules, 

Mr. GROW. 
business. 

The SPEAKER. 
to have the privilege of presenting these papers, 

Mr. GROW. 1 rise to a question of order. 


I move to suspend the 


The territorial business is the special order. I | 
am entitled to the floor; and I submit that it can- | 
not be taken from me by any motion to suspend | 


the rules, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules is in order. 

Mr. GROW. The Chair can hardly under- 
stand my question of order. 
torial basiness is the special order, made so by a 


l call for the regular order of 


I call for the regular order of | 


The Chair thinks he ought | 


The SPEAKER. The appeal is already pend- 
ing; and a motion has been made to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

Mr. GROW. 
tion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ApRAIN and 
Grow were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


I call for tellers on the mo- 


forty-seven in the affirmative. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I move that the 
House adjourn. 

Before the vote had been taken on the motion, 
the hour of five arrived; and 

The SPEAKER declared the House had taken 
a recess until seven o’clock. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The House reassembled at seven o’clock, p.m. 
COMMUNICATION OF TITE PEACE CONFERENCE. 
Mr. GROW. 
business ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair had decided that 
the gentleman from Illinois-[Mr. McCLernanp] 


What is the regular order of 


| was entitled to the floor, to move that the rules 


| be suspended to receive a communication from 
It is that the terri- || 


the peace conference. From that decision the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] ap- 


be agreed to. 


| absence from the House since some time in the 


month of December, very much to the detriment: 
of the public business. I think it is quite time 
that this House shouldassert its dignity, and bring 
these delinquent members beforeus. (Laughter. | 

Mr. STANTON. I hope that motion will not 
I do not think the public business 
has sustained the slightest detriment by their ab- 
sence. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. HUGHES. It isa question of the highest 
privilege. I insist on the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 

COMPENSATION OF M. F. CONWAY. 

Mr.STEVENSON. [rise toa question of priv- 
ilege. I desire to present the unanimous report 
of the Committee of Elections on the memorial of 
Martin F’. Conway, member of this House from 


| the State of Kansas, praying to be allowed the 


suspension of the rules. While that is pending, | 
therefore, by the uniform decision of the House, || 
no motion can be entertained to suspend the rules. | 

Che SPEAKER. Theterritorial business was | 
made the special order for the two succeeding 
days after the propositions reported by the com- 
mittee of thirty-three had been disposed of. 

Mr. BOTELER. I want to know if there is 
any business, or can be any business, that should 
take precedence of these propositions of the peace 
conference ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Yes, sir; there are ten thou- 
sand things that should take precedence. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from Lilinois [Mr. McCierwanp] has 


pealed; and a motion was made to lay the appeal 
on the table. 


full compensation for this Congress the same as if 
he had been in the service of the House as a mem- 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I think we can per- || ber for the whole period. 
haps agree to an arrangement that will be satis- Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope that 
factory to gentlemen upon both sides, by which || report will be read. I should like to know upon 
any difficulty upon the question of order can be what ground the committee make their decision. 
| avoided. If gentlemen upon thatside of the House Mr.GROW. [rise to a question of order. I 
| will allow the propositions to be presented, we || do not think this matter can come up until the 
are willing that they shall be referred, and the || questions of order pending have been disposed of. 
| House then proceed to the consideration of the || Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 wish to 
territorial business. know of the gentleman from Kentucky if his re- 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I hope that will || port concludes with a resolution? 
be done. Mr. STEVENSON. It does. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask, then, 


the @ | the proposition. |, that the report be read, and that the gentleman 
ie foor, and is entitled to make the motion to | Mr. HICKMAN. There are but few members || will allow me to submit an amendment. 


ag rules. || present. I move that there be acallof the House. | Mr.GROW. I rise to a question of order. My 
onl .. GROW. Do I understand the Chair to || The motion was disagred to. question is, that when the House is engaged in 
cide that the business of the Territories does Mr. HICKMAN. I ask the Chair for his judg- | the transaction of business, it cannot Be inter- 


rupted by a report of the Committee of Elections. 
| When the particular business under consideration 
| shall have been disposed of, if the gentleman can 
get the floor, it will be in order for him to submit 
his report. 


‘|| Mr. STEVENSON. 


I object to the reception of 


hot come up to-day? 

; TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that, 
ieer @ striet construction of the rule, it would 
Properly come up to-morrow. 


a GROW. | appeal from the decision of the 


ment whether there is a quorum present or not. 


The SPEAKER, In the opinion of the Chair, 


| Mr.McCLERNAND. I inquire whether there 
| is any objection to the propositions of the peace 


| conference being taken up and referred ? It will not take five min- 
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utes to dispose of it. 
not object 

Mr. GROW. Very well; let it go. 

The report was read; concluding with the fol- 


lowing resolution: }] 


Resolved, That the compensation of the member from Kan- | 


on ti 
I hope the gentleman will | 


sas be estimated to commence from the day of the admis- || 


sion of that State and the day he was sworn in. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I call for the previous | 


question upon the adoption of the resolution. | 
| 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Kentucky will allow me to say 
that this involves a legal question which I am de- | 


Elections, of having a legal decision upon. 


| 
which shall govern us in all future cases. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I will withdraw the de- | 
mand for the previous question to hear the gentle- 
man’s amendment read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I submit | 
the following amendment, and demand the pre- | 
vious question: 


That the Attorney General of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to the next House of Representa- 
tives his opinion as to the legality of the claim of Martin | 
F. Conway, for compensation and mileage, as a Represent- | 
ative from Kansas, in the present Congress. 


Mr. STEVENSON. 1 cannot give way for 
the reception of that amendment. I demand the 
previous question on the adoption of the resolu- 
uon. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The amend- 
ment was received, and I called the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment was only 
read for information. 

The previous question was seconded, anc the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STEVENSON moved to reconsider the 


i 





vote by which the resolution was agreed to; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARYLAND CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. STEVENSON, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the views of the minority in the case of 
the contested election in the fourth congressional 
district of the State of Maryland, of Harrison vs. 
Davis; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parton, one of its clerks, announcing that 
the Senate have concurred in the resolutions of 
the House, suspending the 16th joint rule of the 
two Houses, so far as relates to the bill of the 
House (No. 1007) declaring the value of the new 
silver florin of Austria. 

Aliso, that the Senate agree to the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (H. 
R. No. 39) for the relief of Simon De Visser 
and José Villarubia, of New Orleans. 

Aliso, that the Senate agree to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, on the amendments to the bill 
(S. No. 77) for the relief of Richard Chenery. 

Also, that the Senate have passed a joint reso- 
lution (H.R. No. 51) repealing a resolution relat- 
ing to the claim of George Fisher, late of Flor- 
ida, deceased, approved June 1, 1860. 

Also, that the Senate have passed bills of the 
following titles; in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House: 

A bill (No. 399) for the relief of Thomas G. 
Corbin; and 

A bill (No. 565) for the relief of Lewis War- 
rington, paymaster United States Army. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. I desire also to present a 
report from the Committee of Elections. 


JOINT RULES. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to submit a motion 
that the 16th and 17th joint rules be suspended 
for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. LOGAN. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS. It will be of very little avail 
to pass any bill, or do any business, unless it can 
be presented to the President. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move tosuspend the rules. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The rules cannot be 
suspended, I have myself a motion to suspend 
the rules pending. 





| upon these propositions, I will withdraw my mo- 
tion, for I do not desire that the time of the 


_ had better go on with the regular order. We have 


_ reflection, that the motion to suspend the rules is 
| not in order. 


_ the objection of gentlemen to the suspension of 





uaes from Illinois [Mr. McC.Lernanp] will 


] 
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Mr. PHELPS. [ask that the 16th and 17th | 


joint rules be read, so that the House may sve 


|| what they are. 


The rules were read, as follows: 

“16. No bill that shall have passed one House shall be 
sent for concurrence to the other on either of the three last 
days of the session. 

‘17. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the 
House of Representatives and the Senate shall be presented 
to the President of the United States, for his approbation, 
on the last day of the session.” 


Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order. 
There is one question of order pending, on amo- 


tion to suspend the rules, and I ask that that may 
sirous, with all due respect to the Committee of || 


I de- || 


sire to have the opinion of the Attorney General, |) 


be first disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We mightas well adjourn 
sine die, unless these joint rules shall be sus- 
pended; for all our action will amount to nothing. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I desire not to consume 
time uselessly upon this question of order. The 
Chair has decided properly, as I think, that I have 
the floor, and that I have a right to move to sus- 
pend the rules. All I desire 1s that we may have 
a square vote upon the propositions of the peace 
conference; and if gentlemen upon the other side 
are willing to agree that omto-morrow at eleven, 
twelve, oronco’clock, we may take a vote directly | 


ouse 
shall be consumed unnecessarily. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I think we 


saved this Union so often that I am afraid we 
shall save it to death. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide, upon 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to know what is 
these joint rules? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I will tell the gentle- 
man. We do not intend that you shall pass any 
more bills during this Congress, unless you agree 
to give us a vote on taking up propositions of the 
peace congress. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 











whether he is not willing that we shall have a vote 
under the previous question upon those proposi- 
tions ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
subject. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Then I understand that 
the gentleman is not willing to give us a vote? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 hope the 


I have no control over the 


e allowed to make his motion to suspend the 
rules. I, for one, am willing to have these propo- 
sitions come in, and to vote upon them fairly and 
squarely. 1 do not believe, however, that my col- 
league intends, unless we can have unanimous 
consent to take up these propositions, to prevent 
any other business from being done. 

Ir. McCLERNAND. We propose to inter- 


| pose our objection to any other business being 
| done, unless these propositions can be voted on. 


If itis in the power of one factious member to 
prevent their coming up, we will meet him by re- 
taliation. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
that there is objection to the motion to suspend 
the rules? 

Mr. GROW. I desire to know what is the regu- 
lar order of business? 

Mr. HICKMAN. I give notice to the gentle- 
man from Illinois, that I shall at all times object 
to taking up these propositions, or to any motion 
being made to allow them to come in. 

Mr.GROW. I desireto know whatisthe regular 
order of business. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Illinois may move to suspend the rules 
whenever he can get the floor for that purpose, 
but if the territorial business comes up as a special 
order, I am entitled to the floor. 1am willing, 
however, to yield to him to make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desives permis- 
sion to make this statement to the House. When 
the point was presented before the recess, the 
Chair had not before him the order of the House, 
assigning the territorial business as a special or- 
der. He now has the Journal before him. The 
order is: 

“That Tuesday and Wednesday, the 30th and 3ist in- 
stant, be set apart for territorial business, in lieu of this day 
and to-morrow, as heretofore ordered: Provided, That if 
said days shal! be occupied in the consideration of the spe- 
cial order made for next week, and from day to day until 
disposed of, then the two days next succeeding the disposal 
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a I, 
of said special order shall be set a 
ness.”’ 

The Chair thinks the phraseology used is , 
questionable in respect to the proper constr 
to be placed upon it, and the Chair can — 
his best judgment. In his opinion, upon the. Use 
ing of the order, the territorial business ee 
as a special order immediately on the dis ae 
the business reported by the committee of thir ’ 
three. The Chair, therefore, rules the motion f 
the gentleman from Illinois to suspend the 
out of order; and decides that the gentleman fr : 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] has the floor and i 
entitled to call up territorial business, ” 

Mr. GROW. Then I understand that the te 
ritorial business comes up now as a special onder? 

The SPEAKER. As the special order for to 
day and to-morrow. ” 

r. BURNETT. I will suggest to the gen. 
tleman from Pennsylvania whether it would not 
be better to allow the gentleman from Illinois ‘ 
make his motion to suspend the rules, rather than 
to attempt now to dispose of the territorial bus;. 
ness, against the wishes of the House. ; 

Mr.GROW. That is just what I Propose to 
do. The business of the Territories is up now 
in order. I have no objection myself, but am 
perfectly willing, that the gentleman may intro- 
duce his motion to suspend the rules, in order to 
receive these propositions from the peace con- 
gress, if it is the understanding that when we have 
taken a vote upon them, we shall proceed to other 
business, without any further delay. [ do not 
think it will require more than two or three hours 
to dispose of all the business that I propose to 
call up in relation to the Territories, I have no 
objection, then, that the roll be now called on the 
motion to suspend the rules for the reception of 
the memorial and proposition of the peace con- 
gress. When that vote is taken, I propose to 
take up the territorial business. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I propose to withdraw my 
objection to the reception of the memorial of the 
peace congress, on one condition. [Cries of 
‘6 Order !”’ 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I certainly supposed that 
I was recognized by the Chair on a question of 
privilege. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I rise to a question of order. 
[Cries of ‘* Order "T 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I will withdraw my objection 
to the reception of the memorial of the peace con- 
ference, provided that we can dispose of the whole 
matter in one vote. 

Mr. BURNETT. Of course that will be the 
effect. If the rules are not suspended, that is an 
end of the matter. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I rise toa question of order. 
[Cries of ** Order !’’] 

Mr. GROW. If one member would speak at 
a time, and not a dozen, perhaps we would come 
to some determination on the question before us 
I thought there was an understanding all around 
on the subject. 

Mr. HICKMAN. No, there was not. My 
question of order is, that there is now a special 
order to proceed to the consideration of the terri- 
torial business, and that itis not optional with the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow) 
delay that business, in order to give another get- 
tleman an opportunity to introduce any propos 
tion. 


part for territoria) busi. 


We must either go to the consideration 0! 
the territorial business in its order, or it must be 
postponed altogether. I therefore object. 

The SPEAKER. If there be any objection 
made, as there is, the motion to suspend the rules 
cannot be received. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
object. 

r. HICKMAN. No, it is not too late. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The gentleman 

is mistaken in his point of order. It 1s abun- 


dantly competent for my colleague (Mr. McCte8- 


NaND] to move to posipone the consideration ©! 
the cece order i he shall have made a. 
tion to suspend the rules for the reception © 
oposition. 
PeMir. MeCLERNAN D. I submit that motion. 
The SPEAKER. That motion is 10 —. ; 
Mr. GROW. I thought that it was the un of 
standing that we should take a vote on ~ pe 
pension of the rules for the recepuon © 


? 
PeThe SPEAKER. It was objected to by the 


It is too late to 
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eentieman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Hickman, | 
spd could not be entertained. The motion now | 


submitted is, that the special order be postponed 


until the motion to suspend the rules is disposed 


a GROW. Has the gentleman from Illinois || 


| 
| 
been recognized to make the motion to postpone? 

The SPEAKER. He has; and it is the motion | 
now in order. | 

Mr. LOGAN. I demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to postpone. . 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The special order was then postponed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
pend the rules of the House, for the purpose of 
receiving the memorial of the peace congress | 
which assembled lately in this city. | 

Mr. GROW. To be received? What for? | 





l now move to sus- || 





Mr. McCLERNAND. For reference, I sup- | 
pose. we 

Mr. BURNETT. No; but to get it in, and put 
it upon its passage. , | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the | 
proposition to be, that the rules should be sus- || 
pended, in order that the paper should be received || 
for reference. ; | 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I withdraw that part | 
of the proposition, __ ; a ot 

Mr. SICKLES. If it be received, it is then in | 
the power of the House to do with it what it | 
pleases. 


Mr. GROW. The understanding was that the | 





motion should be made for the suspension of the | 
rules only to receive the proposition. 

Mr. SICKLES. That is all right. When the 
paper gets in, the House can do with it what it 
may deem fit. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Idemand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. SHERMAN, Is it proposed to act on the | 
memoriai of the peace congress ? 

Mr. SICKLES If itcomes before the House, 
it will be for us to say what disposition shall be | 
made of it. [Cries of Call the roll!” | 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. his mo- 
tion is merely for the suspension of the rules to | 
receive the proposition, and this, therefore, may 
be considered a test vote. [Cries of ‘* Call the 
roll!’?} 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 93, nays 67; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, William C. Anderson, Avery, Barr, Barret, 
Bocock, Boteler, Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, 
Brown, Burch, Burnett, Campbell, Horace F. Clark, John 
B. Clark. John Cochrane, Corwin, James Craig, John G. 
Davis, De Jarnette, Dunn, Etheridge, Florence, Foster, 
Fouke, Garnett, Gilmer, Hale, Hail, Hamilton, J. Morrison 
Harris, John T. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Hoard, Holman, 
William Howard, Hughes, Jenkins, Junkin, William Kel- 
logg, Killinger, Kunkel, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, 
Logan, Maclay, Mallory, Charies D. Martin, Maynard, 
McClernand, McKenty, McKnight, McPherson, Milison, 
Millward, Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, 
Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, 
Porter, Pryor, Quaries, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, 
James C. Robinson, Sickles, Simms, William N. H. Smith, 
Spaulding, Stevenson, William Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, 
Vance, Webster, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and 
Wright—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Ashley, Bingham, Blair, Bray- 
ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Carey, Case, Co- 
burn, Colfax, Conway, Burton Craige, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely Fenton, Ferry, Frank, Gooch, 
Graham, Grow, Gurley, Helmick, Hickman, Hindman, 
William A. Howard, Hutehins, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Kenyon, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, Morrill, Morse, 
Palmer, Perry, Potter, Pottle, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
Ruffin, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spinner Stanton, 
Stevens, Tappan, Tompkins, Train, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, E!- 


- |B. Washbume, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Wood- 
te 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

During the vote, 

Mr. WOODSON said: I rise for information. 

hat are we voting on? (Cries of *Order!”’} I | 
cannot for my life imagine how this can be re- | 
garded as a test vote. I will vote to receive the | 
Proposition of the peace conference; but on its | 
passage, I will vote against it. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is, to suspend 
the rules for the reception of the memorial. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I under- 
stood the gentleman from IIlinois to state that this 
Was a test vote, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot undertake 
to decide whether it is a test vote or not. | 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE stated that his col- | 
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leagues, Mr. Crark B. Cocurane and Mr. Lee, 
were paired. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I would 
have no objection, Mr. Speaker, to permit this 
resolution to come before the House, but I under- 
stood the gentleman from Illinois to proclaim that 
this was a test vote. Utterly coneaed to any such 
wishy-washy settlement of our national difficul- 
ties, i aan “ne.” 

Mr. CURTIS stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Anverson, of Missouri. 

Mr. FOSTER. y 
the reception of the memorial of the peace con- 
gress, of which I was a member, still I am un- 
willing to be considered as favoring their propo- 
sition. Is this vote atest vote on that proposition? 

The SPEAKER. 
that it is; buteach gentleman will decide for him- 
self. 

Mr. HALE. Iam willing to receive this me- 
morial in courtesy to the peace conference; and 
not regarding this as a test vote, I vote ‘* ay.’’ 


Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, stated that he had | 
paired with Mr. Ene.isu, or he would have voted | 


in the negative. 

Mr. LEAKE (when hisname was called) stated 
that he regarded this thing as a miserable abor- 
tion, forcibly reminding one of the old fable of the 
mountain and the mouse; nevertheless, he was 
willing to let the mouse in, in order to have the 
pleasure of killing it. 

Mr. RUFFIN. As it is announced that this is 
a test vote, | am compelled to vote ‘* no.’’ Other- 
wise, I would have been willing to let the matter 
be brought before the House for its consideration. 

Mr. JENKINS. Who can make this a test 
vote? Certainly no man in this House. Thisis 
a vote to receive the memorial, and nothing more. 

Mr. WILSON stated that Mr. VaLLaAnpIGHAM 
was paired with Mr. Beate. 

Mr. JUNKIN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Montcomery, was detained at home by illness. 

Mr. NIXON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Stratton, was detained at his room by illness, 
and that if he were present, he would vote to re- 
ceive the memorial of the peace conference. 

Mr. ELY stated that his colleague, Mr. Leg, 
was detained at his room by indisposition. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that his colleague 
was detained at his room by indisposition. 

Mr.C AMPBELL stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Scranton, was absent from the Hall because of 
illness. 

Mr. POTTER. As this is a test vote, I vote 
wn"? 

Mr. BRAYTON. I understand this to be a 
test vote, and therefore vote ** no.”’ 

Mr. HOARD. These papers are not before us. 
They are not printed, and we cannot be supposed 


to know anything of them; and I would ask, | 


therefore, how they can be regarded as a test 
vote? I vote *ay.”’ 

Mr. BOCOCK. Mr. Speaker, out of deference 
to the — conference, called as it was by my 
State, I vote to receive this report. But unless 
the report, as it appears in the papers, can be 
amended, it cannot receive my approval. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I vote against this, simply 
because we have no time to consider it. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I vote against suspending 
the rules, because I desire to defeat the proposi- 
tion of the peace conference, believing it to be un- 
worthy of the vote of any southern man. 

Mr. COX (not being within the bar when his 
name was called) asked leave to vote. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 

Mr.GARNETT. Mr. Speaker, intending and 
desiring to express my abhorrence of these in- 
sidious propositions, conceived in fraud and born 
of cowardice, by giving a direct vote against them, 
yet from respect for the conference which re- 
ported them, | am willing to receive them, and 
therefore now vote ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I vote *‘ ay,’’ be- 
cause I am in favor of the resolutions as a peace 
measure. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Believing these proposi- 
tions eminently wise and just, I will let my vote 
stand in the affirmative. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope the Chair will en- 
force the rules. 

The SPEAKER. I am trying to, all I can; 
and I hope gentlemen will keep their seats and 
preserve order. 


The Chair does not think | 


While I am willing to vote for || 














BE. 





| read. 
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Mr. DE JARNETTE. I vote “ay,” with the 











| hope of having an opportunity to vote against the 


propositions of the peace conference. 

Mr. BOTELER. I vote “‘ay,’’ to introduce 
these propositions, because I believe it to be my 
duty to do everything, consistent with honor, to 
preserve the peace and to save the Union of my 
country. 

Mr. COX. 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear you. 

Mr. COX. I desire to know whether or not it 


I desire to ask a question of the 


| will be in order to move to suspend the rules to 


enable me to have my vote recorded ? 
The SPEAKER. No, sir. } 
Mr. COX. I would like very much to have it 
recorded in favor of these peace propositions. 1 
vote *ay,’’ if there is no objection. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Consent is not given to the 
gentleman from Ohio to have his vote recorded. 
The SPEAKER. It is not received. ; 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Rhode Island. Believing 


| that this is a test vote, I change my vote, and vote 


‘* no.” 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I wish to know 


| whether the vote of my colleague, Crank b. 


CocuRANE, is recorded. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I think he has 
retired from the House on account of sickness in 
his family; and I believe he is laboring for the 
Union in other quarters. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MILLSON. I am entitled to vote, having 
been absent upon a committee of conference. I 
vote *fay.”’ 

Mr. HINDMAN. Is the gentleman entitled 
to vote under the rules of the House ? 

Mr. BARR. Objection comes too late. 

The SPEAKER. It has been usual! to allow 
gentleman to vote under such circumstances. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Do the rules allow him to 
vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that is 
the rule of the House. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I ask to have the rule 


Mr. MILLSON. Norule of the House could 
take away the right of a member to vote when he 
is absent by order of the House. If the rules 
deprived a member of the right to vote under such 
circumstances, it would be void. 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. This vote divides the 
Republican party, and sounds its death knell. 

{r. GROW. I now call for the reading of the 
bill organizing the Territory of Nevada. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania that his col- 
league [Mr. McKwniceut] rose to a question of 
privilege. 

WILLIAMSON VS. SICKLES. 


Mr. McKNIGHT. I offer the following res- 
olution from the Committee of Elections: 


Resolved, That Amos J. Williamson, contesting the seat 
of Hon. Daniel E. Sickles, be allowed $1 ,000, out of the con- 
tingent fund, in payment of time and mileage. 


Mr. BRIGGS. I move to amend by striking 
out ‘* $1,000’ and inserting ‘*$2,000.”’ He is 
entitled to one year’s galery, becanes of the ability 
with which he has contested the seat. 
previous question. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. I have the floor, and I de- 
sire to make a remark in reference to the report. 
It will be recollected that, in this contested elec- 
tion case for the seat held by Mr. Sickles, of New 
York, Mr. Williamson came here last winter to 
make a contest. The Committee of Elections 
came to the conclusion that there was some ground 
for the claim, and they permitted him to make a 
contest. ‘The House will remember that he did 
not serve his notice of contest within the sixty 
days required by law; that the House, upon a 
resolution brought in by the Committee of Elec- 
tions, gave him further time. But he failed to 
establish any claim whatever for the seat to which 
he laid claim. His allegation was, that owing to 
his inability to find his witnesses, and for want 
of process to compel them to testify when found, 
he was unable to get his proofs. That, of course, 
we know nothing about. He made claim before 
the committee for the whole compensation of 


I move the 
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$6,000. The committee did not think he was en- 
titled to that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 desire 
to-—— 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Thave the floor, and I ask 
rentlemen to wait until l get through. I shall be 
very brief, if l can have the ear of the House. I 
was going on to say that the Committee of Elec- 
tions did not think he had established his claim 
to a seat by any evidence whatever; but, owing 
to the circumstances I have narrated, they be- 
lieved they ought to make some little compensa- 
tion. You will remember that a resolution passed 
this House to pay for the attendance of wit- 
nesses, and for copies of all the papers and rec- 
ords brought here. In addition to that, instead 
of allowing him $6,000, we propose to give him 
$1,000 for his additional expenses. I call the 

revious question, 

Mr. BRIGGS. I had the floor, was recognized, 
and offered an amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Courax in 
the chair.) The gentleman from Penssylvania 
had the floor. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Lassert that I was recognized 
by the Speaker of the House before you took 
the chatr. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Speaker 
was bound to recogiize the gentleman who re- 
yorted the resolution. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 1 do not believe in giving pre- 
miums to men to come here to contest seats 

Mr. BRIGGS. Lunderstand the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yields the floor to me. 

Mr. BURNETT. I demand the yeasand nays 
upon laying the resolution on the table. I want 
to test this question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 45, nays 100; as follows: 

Y BAS— Messrs. Avery, Barret, Bocock, Boteler, Brab 
son, Braneh, Burch, Burnett, Carey, Carwin, Cox, James 
Craig. Burton Craige, John G. Davis, Garnett, Hamilton, 
John ‘TP. tlarris, Holman. William Howard, Jenkins, Kun 
kel, Larrabee, Leake, ElbercS. Martin, Maynard, McCter 
nand, MeKenty, Laban ‘Tl’. Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Pheins, Potter, Pryor, James C. Robinson. Ruffin, 

ims, Wiliam N. H. Sinith, Stokes, Phomas, Vance, 
Webster, Whiteley, Winslow, and Wright—45, 

NAYS—Messrs. Charies F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad 
rnin, Aldrich, Alley,William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Barr, Bingham, Biair, Blake, Brayton, Brigg=, Bristow, Bul- 
finton, Barlingame, Burnham, Campbell, Carter, Case, Co 
burn, John Cochrane, Colfix, Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Del 
ano, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Biv, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, 
Fiorence, Foster, Fouke, Frank, Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, 
Grow, Gurley, Hale, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, William 
A. Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. Kel- 
logg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, James M. Leach, 
Logan, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Mc 
Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, Mor- 
rili, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, 
Porter, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robin- 
son, Royce, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stevens, Stevenson, William Stewart, ‘Tompkins, 
‘Train, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwatader 





Mr. McK NIGHT. I think we had better save 
time, which can be used for a better purpose than 
debate. I was told that if lallowed this amend- 
ment to come in, we could take a vote upon it by 
a division, and without the yeas and nays. If 
there is to be a call of the yeas and nays, I can- 


not allow the amendment to come in. 


©. Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Win- || 


dom, and Woodrutf—100, 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. DAWES said: The House having decided 
last session to pay a Democratic contestant full 
pay, I vote * no.” 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman has not stated 
the case correctly. Ll want that to go upon the 
record. 

The result was announced as above recorded, 

Mr. McK NIGHT. Having been appealed to 
to allow an amendment to be offered, making the 
amount $2,000 instead of $1,000, and make thata 
test question, | withdraw the previous question 
and allow the amendment to come in. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I move to amend by striking 
out ** $1,000,” and inserting ** $2,000.”’ I demand 
the previous question, 

Mr. BURNETT. If that amendment is allowed 
to be offered, we want the yeas and nays again. 
1 will ask for a division first, and then I will call 
for the yean and nays if the amendment is not 
voied down. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to appeal to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to viek 

Mr. McKNIGHT. For debate? 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to make a remark in 


d to me a moment. | 


| burning shame. 


the hearing of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. | 


Burnett,} who desires to make a record just at 
this moment. 


\ 


Mr. FOUKE. Isan amendment to the amend- 
ment in order? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not. The 
previous question is renewed by the gentleman 
trom New York. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, demanded 
the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The resolution was then agreed to, 

Mr. McK NIGHT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

TERRITORY OF NEVADA. 

The House then, at the instance of Mr. Grow, 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the 
Senate (No. 063) to organize the Territory of 
Nevada. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
Laut, 

Mr. GROW. I would say to the House—for 
I do not propose to take up any time in discuss- 
ing this question—that this bill proposes to organ- 
ize the western portion of Utah asanew Territory, 
to be called Nevada, what is known now as the 
Washoe mines. The boundaries of the Territory, 
as fixed in the bill which passed the Senate, in- 
clude an area o° eighty-seven thousand five hun- 
dred miles, with a population, as near as we can 
ascertain, of from twelve to fifteen thousand per- 
sons. I call the previous question on the bill. 
It is the same, with the exception of the bound- 
aries aud the name, as the bill passed the other 
day to organize the Territory of Colorado. 

Mr.SIMMS. Isthereany Wilmot proviso in it? 

Mr. GROW. There is nothing in it about sla- 
very atall, 

Mr. BURNETT. 
upon the table. 

Mr. GROW. We may just as well have a di- 
vision on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. I prefer to make my motion; 
and I call the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was disagreed to, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. I move to 
postpone the further consideration of this bill until 
the 4th of July next, in order to take up the old- 
soldiers bill. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SIMMS. 1 hope the proposition of my 
colleague will be adopted. ‘This Government ex- 
pends its treasure and consumes its time in legis- 
lating for every interest and people, except the 
interest of the old soldier, whe imperiled life, for- 
tune, and all, to maintain its honor and glory upon 
the batile field. Their claim to the regard and aid 
of this Government in their oldage, with poverty 
and helplessness upon many of them, has been 
ignored and disregarded. This is a lasting and 
‘Those who have made greatest 
sacrifices for the Government and rendered it the 
highest service, should first be entitled to its aid 
and regard. In that list stand first and highest 
the claims of the old soldier. Let the territorial 
bill go over, and provide for the old soldier. I_ 


I move that the bill do lie 


' second earnestly the motion of my colleague. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The motion of 
the gentleman from Kentucky is not in order, the 
main question having been ordered on this bill. 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


I ask the unanimous con- | 


| sent of the House to report back from the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means the amendments of 

the Senate to the Post Office appropriation. bill, 

and that they be made the special order for to- | 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 


Mr. HINDMAN. I object. 
TERRITORY OF NEVADA——AGAIN. 
Mr. PHELPS. I will not call for the reading | 
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of the bill to organize the Territory of Ney 
we can have the yeas and nays on the ; 
the bill. I want to vote against it. 
Mr.GROW. Let it be understood th 
and nays shall be taken on the passace of the hi 
Mr. LOGAN. Ido not wish to inte sear 
this bill; but I desire to ask the chairman of 
Committee on Territories whether or not the 
provision is contained in this bill in re 
the amount to be involved in a case to authori, 
an appeal from the territorial courts to the Unica 
— courts, which was contained in the Shteeue, 
bill ? 7 
Mr. GROW. This bill is precisely jj, tl} 
Colorado bill as it passed the House, “Wha, i 


ada, if 
PaSsave of 


at the y; as 
rfere With 


7 Same 
ference to 


_ struck out of the Colorado bill is not in this bill 
| atall. ay 


| William A. Howard, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Bran: 
| W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Longneck: 


The bill was ordered to a third reading: and it 
was accordingly read the third time, > r 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided jn 
the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 52; as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain. 


and nays on 


; Aldric! 
Alley, Ashley, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bufinton’ 
Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Campbell, Carey, Cay, Co, 


burn, Colfax, Couway, Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Delano 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Btheriqoe’ 
’ 4 Maze, 


Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Pray) 


Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hickman, Willian, Howars 


is 





mis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, MeKenty, MeKnio) 
MePherson, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Jov 
Movris, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Paliner, Peryy 
ter, Potter, Potde, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robins 
Royce, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Tompk; 
Train, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walroy 
Cadwalader C.Washburn, Elliiiu B. Washburne, W: 
Wilson, Windom, and Woodruti—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Wiliiam C. Ander 
Avery, Barr, Bocock, Boteler, Brabson, Branch, Brown, 
Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, John Cochrane. Bur 


| Craige, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Fouke, Garnett.Gilmer, 


Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, John I’. Harris, Hatton, 
Hindman, Holman, Hughes, Kunkel, Larrabee. James M, 
Leach, Leake, Logan, Maclay, Mallory, Eibert 8S. Martin, 
Maynard, MeClernand, Laban T. Moore, Nelson, Pend 
ton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, James C. Robinson, 
Ruflin, Sickles, Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stokes, 
Thomas, Vance, Webster, and Wrighit—o2. 

So the bill was passed. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. BLAKE stated that Mr. Perrirt was con- 
fined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. BROWN stated that Mr. Buryerrt had 
paired with Mr. Stevens, of Pennsy!vania. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, stated that Mr. 
JENKINS was paired with Mr. Heimick. 

Mr. RICE stated that, after this vote, he was 
paired with Mr. Cremens for the rest of the 
evening. 

Mr. ENGLISH announced that he was paired 
with Mr. Leacu, of Michigan. 

Mr. FENTON stated that Mr. Lee was de- 
tained from the House by indisposition. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TERRITORY OF DAKOTA. 


Mr. GROW. I now call up Senate bill No. 
562, to provide a temporary government for the 
Territory of Dakota, and to create the office of 
surveyor general therein. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. GROW. This Territory includes what 
was omitted when the State of Minnesota was ae- 
mitted into the Union, and was left without avy 
vovernment whatever;and also the northern part 
of the Territory of Nebraska. It comprises about 
three hundred thousand square miles of territory 
and a population of about three thousand. | cal 
the previous questiononthe bill. bill 

Mr. SIMMS. Is there anything in the bil 
about slavery ? 

Mr. GROW. I would say'to the gentleman, 
that this bill is precisely like the bill = “ 
have just passed, and like the Colorado bill, whic ‘ 
has been agreed to by both Houses, with We 
exception of the boundaries and the name. 

The previous question was seconded, an 
main question ordered. ; dit 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; "¢' 
was accordingly read the third time. 
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Mr. SIMMS demanded the yeas and nays on | 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by || 





which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS. 
Mr. GROW. I now call up Senate bill No. | 


149, in relation to geological surveys in Washing- 
ton and Oregon, in order to have it considered and 
put upon its passage. 

The bill was taken up; the question being on its 
third reading. 

The bill appropriates for defraying the ex- | 
penses of ageological reconnoissance and explor- 
ations in Oregon and Washington Territories, 
over and above the appropriations of March 3, 
1853, and 1855, as per accounts audited and ad- 
justed, $3,574 70, and for expenses incurred in 
the analysis of eighty-eight specimens of soils, 
coals, and ores, and the preparation of the final | 
report for publication, $6,984 o0. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
tlic motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter metion was agreed to. 

SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask to take up the Senate 
resolution, suspending the 16th and 17th joint 
rules for the remainder of the present session. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 





taken up, and concurred in. } 


MILITARY ROAD IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr.GROW. The regular order of business | 
now is the call of the Committee on Territories 
for reports on territorial business, I then propose | 
to move to go into the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, to take up and dispose 





of that business. 1 
Mr. OTERO. I want to ask permission of the || 


House to take up a bill providing for the comple- 
tion of the military roads from Fort Union to 
Santa Fé, and from Taos to Santa Fé, New Mex- 
ico. This bill has been lying on the Speaker’s | 
table for the last two months. It passed this | 
House last session, and the Senate sent it back 
here this session with an amendment. 

Mr. GROW. If that bill be taken up, I shall 
move to lay it on the table, for the reason that we | 
have no money now to appropriate to building 
roads in Territories. 

Mr. BARR, 


has been amended in the Senate by changing one | 
word. [ask that it be taken up, and the amend- 
ment agreed to. 
Mr. OTERO. I call up the bill in relation to 
military roads in New Mexico. 
The bill was taken up; and the amendments of 
the Senate read, as follows: 


At the end of the bill add: 

And for the completion of the military road from Taos to 
Santa Fé, New Mexico, $50,000. 

Amend the title, so as to make it read: 

Act to provide for the completion of military roads from 


Fort Union to Santa Fé, and from Taos to S-unta Fé, New 
Mexico. 


Mr. OTERO. I move the previous question | 
on the amendments. | 

Mr. GROW. _I move to lay the amendments 
on the table. The bill siiitides about one hun- 
— thousand dollars to be paid for building | 
roads, | 

Mr. OTERO. Not so much. 

Mr.GROW. The amendment is for $50,000. | 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will | 
withdraw the motion to lay on the table, and let 
us have a direct vote on concurring in the amend- | 
ments, 

Mr. GROW. There is no money in the Treas- | 
ry to be appropriated to such a purpose as build- 
ng roads in the Territories. 

Mr. OTERO. I ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania whether he did not, a moment ago, call 
Up a bill containing an appropriation for geolog- 
oa Surveys in Oregon and Washington Terri- 
orles; and whether the House has not just passed 
‘wo other bills appropriating $20,000 cach for the 
°rganization of two Territories? And now he 


} 
‘ 





i] : = r Ll} -~ . oT d : 
|| comes here and objects to appropriations for New || if the gentleman from Missouri will withdraw his 


|| Mr. SHERMAN. 


\| ation bill. 


: There is a bill on the Speaker’s || 
table in regard to titles to land in Lowa, which |! 








Mexico that have been agreed to by the House, 
' and recommended by the Senate. All I ask is 
| concurrence. 
Mr. GROW. 
| priation for building roads in the present state of 
the Treasury. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Debate is not in 
order. 

Mr. BARR. There is a good deal of force in 
the debate. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
debate, and demand a vote. 

Mr. BURCH called for tellers on the motion to 
lay the amendments on the table. 

Mr. GROW. I propose, if the gentleman be 
satisfied, to have anon-concurrence with the Sen- 
ateamendments. Ifso,I will withdraw the mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 

Mr. OTERO. lL accept that proposition, and 
am willing to have a committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes. 

Mr. GROW. 
on the table. 

Mr. OTERO. AndI withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. 

The question was taken; and the Senate amend- 
ments were non-concurred in. 

Mr. OTERO. 
| conference. 
| It was so ordered; and Messrs. Stanton, 
| Grow, and Hucues, were appointed managers 
on the part of the House. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr.GROW. The business next in order is to 
call the Territorial Committee for reports. Sev- 
eral members of that committee have reports to 
make to be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

I rise to a privileged mo- 
tion. It is manifest that at this period of the ses- 
sion we ought not to call committees for reports. 
I therefore move to postpone the special obdas on 
| territorial business till next Tuesday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


I object to 


|| Mr. SHERMAN. Iam directed by the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means to report back the 
Senate amendments to the Post Office appropri- 
I move that they be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| and made the special order for twelve o’clock 
to-morrow in the House. 
It was so ordered. 


BILL TO RAISE VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. STANTON. I now move to take up the 


| and nays ordered upon its passage; and then I 
am willing that the Tonia shall adjourn. 

Mr. SICKLES. Is that in order, without unan- 
imous consent? If not, I object. 


the House do now adjourn. 


not, the motion is in order. 


Mr. HUGHES. What becomes of the Pacific 
| railroad ? 
} 





Mr. SICKLES. 
business ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The call of com- 
mittees for reports. The morning hour now com- 
mences. [Laughter. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
of business. 

Mr. STANTON. Do I understand the Chair 
| to decide that it is in order to proceed to the con- 
| sideration of the bill which I have called up? 

| The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there is no 
| other pending business in the morning hour. 

| Mr. HUGHES. I wish to inquire whether the 
| 

| 


What is the regular order of 


I call for the regular order 


Pacific railroad does not take precedence of it? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is nota special 
order in the morning hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I moved, 
| some time ago, that the House adjourn. That is 
| a privileged motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. STANTON. I had the floor, and I sup- 
pose the gentleman from Illinois could not take it 
froma me to move an adjournment. It can only be 
taken from me to make a question of order; and 





bill to raise volunteers. I desire to have the yeas | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is not | 
|, aware that there is any other matter pending. If 


I would recommend no appro- | 


I withdraw the motion to lay || 


| 
} 
i 
| 
| 





I ask for the appointment of a | 





i} 


1 
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| 


| 


| 











question of order 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not withdraw it. 

Mr.STANTON. Well, if I surrender the floor 
for a question of order, I will be eatitled to it 
after the question is disposed of. 

Mr. SICKLES. I raise the point of order that 
the regular order of business excludes the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio, and that he cannot 
make it without a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sup- 
poses that the motion of the gentleman from Ohio 
isin order. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Puecps] has risen to a point of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I state to the Chair, that this 
morning the House did proceed to the considera- 
tion of reports from committees. I submitted, 
yesterday, a report from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, which lay over until this morning. 
That bill was considered and was passed, imme- 
diately after the reading of the Journal this morn- 





| ing. The morning hour then commenced, and has 


therefore long since expired. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 


| state to the gentleman from Missouri, that the bill 





| to which he refers came up as unfinished busi- 


ness, and not in the morning hour. 

Mr. STANTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise toa question 
of order. If this bill is before the House, I have 
the floor upon it. 

Mr.CURTIS. [I rise to a question of order, 
and insist that the business regularly before the 
House, is the Pacific railroad bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sus- 
tains the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from New York, and decides that he is entitled to 
the floor, upon the bill for raising volunteers. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman from New York to give way for a 
motion that the House adjourn, 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will indicate what is his purpose in 
respect to addressing the House upon this bill. 
Unless he desires to address the House, I ask him 
to yield the floor to me to move the previous 
question. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ob, no; Tf object to 
that. 

Mr. SIMMS. As there seems to be some 
question as to what is the regular order of busi- 
ness, I wish to ask the Chair if it would not be in 
order to postpone all these matters, and take up 
the old-soldiers bill. [aagnter.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The chair thinks 
it would be in order if the gentleman had the 
floor. The gentleman from New York, however, 
is upon the floor. 

Mr. HICKMAN. L have the floor by the con- 
sent of the gentleman from New York, and | now 
move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object to the gentleman from 
New York yielding the floor for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- 
man from New York yield the floor? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Idonot,at present. 

Mr, CURTIS. I understand that the business 
now before the House is the unfinished business 
of the morning hour. I claim that the Pacific 
railroad bill is the unfinished business of the 
morning hour, and the business, therefore, regu- 
larly before the House. I call for the regular 
order of business, therefore, and ask the Chair 
that is not the regular order ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is of 
the opinion that it is not. The bill now before 
the House in relation to the volunteers, the Chair 
decided to be in order. A question of order was 
raised by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Puetrs,| which was overruled by the Chair, and 
no appeal, at the time, was taken. The Chair 
therefore decides that the consideration of the bill 
called up by the gentleman from Ohio must now 
proceed. The gentleman from New York is enti- 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I do not suppose 
the House is in any humor to hear remarks upon 
this or any other subject. I propose, therefore, 
with the consent of the House, having commenced 
some observations I proposed to make upon some 
other day, to print the remainder of my remarks. 

No objection being made, consent was given. 


[This speech will be published in the Appendix. } 
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Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that the | 


Mr. PHELPS called for tellers upen the motion. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pue.rs and || 
STANTON appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— || 


ayes 57, noes 52. 
Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in | 

the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 69; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, William C. An- 
derson, Avery, Barret, Bocock, Boteler, Brabson, Bristow, 
Brown, Buflinton, Burch, Carey, Case, Horace F. Clark, 
Jolin B. Clark, John Cochrane, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Joun G. Davis, Edgerton, Etheridge,. Florence, | 
Fouke, Gilmer, Gooch, Hale, Hamilton, J. Morrison Har- | 
ris, Join I’. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Hickman, Holman, 
William Howard, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Larrabee, 
James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Lovejoy, Mallory, Mars- | 
ton, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 3. Martin, Maynard, Mc- 
Ciernand, McKenty, Millson, Laban T’. Moore, Moorhead, 
Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, | 
Phelps, Potter, Quarles, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Sickles, | 
Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, ‘Thom- 
as, Vance, Vandever, Wade, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, Windom, and 
Wright—77. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Ashley, 
Barr, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Campbell, 
Carter, Coburn, Colfax, Conway, Covode, Curtis, Dawes. 
De Jarnette, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Biy, 
Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 
William A. Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Irvine, Francis 
W. Kellogg, Loomis, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, | 
Millward, Morrill, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Pottle, Christo- 
vyher Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, | 
Villiam Stewart, ‘Tompkins, Train, Van Wyck, Walton, 
Wells, Wilson, and Woodrufl—60, 


So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at | 
ten o’clock and fifteen minutes, p.m.) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, March 2, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gunvey. 

Mr. FITCH. I move to dispense with the 
reading of the Journal, that reports may be made; 
this being the last opportunity the committees 
will have to do so. 

The reading of the Journal was dispensed with 
by unanimous consent. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. FOOT presented the credentials of Hon. | 
Jacos CottaMer, elected a Senator by the Legis- | 
lature of the State of Vermont, for the term of six 
years, commencing onthe 4th day of March, 1861; 
which were read, and ordered to be filed. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amendments to 
the bill of the House of Representatives (H. R. No. 899) | 








making appropriations for the support of the Army for the || 


year ending June 30, 1862, non-concurred in by that House, | 
and disagree to the amendments of the House of Repre- 

sentatives to the thirtieth and thirty-fourth amendments ot | 
the Senate to the said bill, and ask a conference on the | 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the said bill. l| 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the Vice | 
President was authorized to appoint the commit- 
tee; and Mr. Fessenpen, Mr. Laruam, and Mr. 
Brace, were appointed. | 

| 
} 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the committee of confer- | 
ence on the disagreeing vote of the House of Rep- 
wesentetives to the bill (H. R. No. 865) making | 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- | 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling | 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 
the year ending June 30, 1862, submitted the | 
following report. 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes | 
of the two Houses on the bill (MH. R. No. 865) making ap- 
oe ep sa for the current and contingent expenses of the | 

ndian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1862, 
having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend to their respective Houses, as follows : 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s eighteenth amendment: add atthe end of the amend- 
ment the following words: “or so much thereof as may | 





be necessary for the expenses actually incurred.” 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s twenty-first amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: strike out the whole of said 
twenty-first amendment, and in lieu thereof insert the fol- 
lowing: ** That the salary of the agent for the Wichitas 
and other Indians in the country leased by the Choctaws to 
the United States shal! be $1,500 per annuin, from and after 
the Ist day of July, 1860." 


|| Mr. PEARCE. 
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| That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House, 
House adjourn. 1] 


to the seventh amendment of the Senate. 


|. That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 
three and twenty. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate, nuinbered four, nineteen, five, 
and six, and concur in said amendments. 

J. A. PEARCE, 
L. W. POWELL, 
DANIEL CLARK, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
EMERSON ETHERIDGE, 
J. H. GRAHAM. 


{ dissent, JOHN 8. PHELPS, 


I will make any explanations 

in regard to these amendments, which may be 

desired; otherwise, I shall not trouble the Senate. 
The report was concurred in. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
| 


Mr. KING presented a memorial of citizens of 
Albany, New York, praying Congress to support 
the Constitution and laws, and maintain the in- 
| tegrity of the Union; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the German 
Republican citizens of Williamsburg, New York, 
asking Congress to support the Constitution, and 
make no compromises; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Os- 
wego county, New York, in favor of the Union, 
the Constitution, and the enforcement of the laws; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of inhabitants of 
New York, praying for the enforcement ofall con- 
stitutional laws in all the States; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of D. J. Churchill 
and others, of Herkimer county, New York, 
against hasty and inconsiderate action ad Con- 
gress; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Os- 
wegocounty, New York, asking Congress to stand 
by the Constitution and the Government, and to 
make no compromise whatever; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


Bucks county, Pennsylvania, for the Union, the 
| Constitution, and the laws; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


the United States, praying for the improvement 
of the water channel between the head of Lake 


ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Elisha Holton, 
and others, of Steuben county, New York, pray- 
ing for the enactment of a law authorizing the 
| slave States peaceably to secede; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Os- 
wego county, New York, asking that no law shall 


the old Missouri compromise line; which was 
| ordered to lie on the table. ; 
He also presented a petition of inhabitants of 


|| New York, praying the enforcement of all con- 


| stitutional laws in all the States; which was or- 
| dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
| of Ballardville, Massachusetts, in favor of the 
Union, the Constitution as it is, and the enforce- 
ment of the laws—believing that the laws should 
be obeyed, rather than amended; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WILKINSON presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Wabashaw, Minnesota, in favor of the 
| Constitution as it is, and opposed to any com- 
promise whatever; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 
| He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
| Minnesota, remonstrating against the enactment 
of any law, or the adoption of oy proposition to 
amend the Constitution, which has in view the 
extension of slavery; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of citi- 
| zens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, in favor 





of the Union, the Constitution as it is, and the 
enforcement of the laws; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, accom- 


He also presented a memorial of citizens of | 


He also presented a petition from citizens of | 


Michigan and the Mississippi river; which was | 


be passed to authorize slavery north or south of | 
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|| panied by one hundred copies of the Navy Ress 
|| ter for the current year, for the use of the Sena s- 
| which was ordered to lie on the table. Phate: 
|| He also laid before the Senate the 
j 


Secretary of War, communicating, eee 
_ to law, a list of clerks and other civil office ae 
ployed in the Department during the year 186; 
which, on motion of Mr. Frrcu, was ordered 1, 
lie on the table, and be printed. seaies 
He also laid before the Senate a mess 
the President of the United States, 
cating, in compliance with a resolut 
| Senate, information relating to the e 
|| one Anderson, a man of color. 
Mr. FITCH. I move the reference of tho », 
pers to the Committee on Foreign Relations * 
Mr. POLK. And that they be printed, | 
The message was referred to the Committee O1 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed, : 


CAPTAIN SIMPSON’s REPORT. 
Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing. ;, 


whom was referred a motion of the Senator from 
California [Mr. oeeenn relation to printing 
extra copies of Captain Simpson’s report of his 
explorations across the Great Basin of Utah Tyy- 
ritory, for a wagon route from Camp Floyd t 
Genoa, in Carson Valley, have directed ye to 
report a resolution, and ask for its adontion: 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of War, eom 
municating the report of Captain Simpson of his explora 
tions across the Great Basin of Utah Territory, eajjeq for 
by the resolution of the Senate of 30th January, 186). be 
printed ; and that four thousand additional ‘copies be 
printed, three thousand for the use of the Senate, and one 
thousand for the War Department. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I inquire what will be the 
| probable cost of this publication. I am thoroughly 
opposed to the Pacific railroad reports, and othe; 

books which we have printed and circulated a: 
| immense expense; and I want to know what the 
cost of this will be. 

Mr. FITCH. The Senator cannot be more 
opposed to them than I am; but the urgency of 
the Senators from California and Oregon, and the 
West generally, in favor of printing this report, 
induced the committee to recommend its printing. 
I believe it should be printed. I understand that 
it is a survey of a route across the Great Basin, 
by which the distance is shortened several hun- 
dred miles. The cost, of course, will be consid- 
erable, but not very much upon four thousand 
copies. It cannot be very high. 

r. CLINGMAN. Will the Senator accept 
an amendment that the whole expenditure shal! 
not exceed $10,000; or $5,000, perhaps, would be 
better. I move to amend, by saying that it shall 
not exceed $5,000. 

Mr. FITCH. I presume the amendment of the 
Senator would defeat the publication. It is very 
easy for him to call for the reading of the estimate 
which accompanies the report, of course. My im- 
pression is that the estimate for five thousand 
extra copies is somewhere near twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask that the estimate 
of the Superintendent of Public Printing may be 
read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC PRINTING, 
Wasuineton, February 12, 186!. 

Sir: The following is the estimated cost of printing aud 
binding, in quarto form, Captain Simpson’s report of bis 
explorations across the Great Basin of Utah Territory, for 
a wagon route from Camp Floyd to Genoa, in Carson ve 
ley, namely: 
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fc : S10.018 
For the usual number alone, (1,550 copies,).-++-- g10.016 
For“ «  & — and 5,000 extra copies...... 22! 
For “« « ‘“ «10,000 on eeas 40,42 


And $3,041 for each 1,000 extra copies thereafter. 
emene HEART, Superintendent. 


Hon. G. N. Fircn, Chairman Committee on Printing, Sen- 
ate United States. . ; -™ 
In the above, the estimated cost of preparing the engra 


i 5 ; 550 copies) of them, 
| ings and printing the usual number (1,550 coy ot 


is $5,189, and for each additional thousand copi , 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it in order to consider 
this report to-day if objection be made? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bieter’ 
the chair.) The resolution will have to lie over 
if it be objected to. Ae s aball 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I insist that it shav 
lie over. I am utterly opposed to the system. 


AVES ISLANDS. 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printin$, 
to whom was referred a motion to print ¢ 
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copies of the President’s message in relation to 
the Aves islands, reported the motion without 
amendment; and it was agreed to, as follows: 

Ordered, That two thousand five hundred additional cop- 
jes of the message of the President of the United States, 
communicating, in compliance with resolutions of the Sen- 
ate of the 17th and sth ot February, 1858, correspondence 
relative to the Aves islands, be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

JANE YATES. 

Mr. WADE. I move to take upa little pen- 
sion bill for a widow, giving her four dollars a 
month, which I am told is a very meritorious 
case. It is a bill (H. R. No. 530) granting a pen- 
sion to Jane Yates. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 530) for the relief of Jane Yates, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Jane Yates on the invalid pen- 
sion rolls of the United States, at the rate of four 
dollars per month, to commence on the Ist of 
January, 1860, and to continue during her widow- 
hood. 4 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


MARY ANN HENRY. 


Mr. WADE. I move now to take up House 
bill No. 311. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 311) for the relief of Mary Ann Henry, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to require the Commissioner of Pensions to 
place the name of Mary Ann Henry, of Pennsyl- 
vania, widow of the late Captain Henry Henry, 
of the United States Navy, on the naval pension 
roll, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, to 
commence from the Ist January, 1858, the date 
of her application, and to continue during her 
life, unless she shall again marry, in which case 
the pension is to cease from the date of the mar- 
riage. 

Mr. GRIMES and Mr. BRAGG. Read the 
report. 

Mr. POLK. I should like to hear the re- 
ports or some explanation from the Senator from 
owa,. 

Mr.GRIMES. The Senator from New Jer- 
sey is chairman of the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG. The reading of the report has 
been called for. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the report of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House 
of Representatives, from which it appeared that 
Captain Henry entered the naval service of the 
United States on the Ilth of July, 1812, being 
appointed a sailing master by President Madison; 
he took an active part in the war with Great Brit- 
ain, beingappointed to command in the gun-boat 
flotilla under Captain Tarbell, and assisted in the 
defense of Craney Island and of Norfolk. On 
account of his active services in the Chesapeake 
he was, in March, 1815, appointed an “acting 
lieutenant, and ordered to the command of the 
Torch, of the Algerine squadron,”’ fitting out un- 
der Commodore Stephen Decatur. Lieutenant 
te participated in all the operations against 
the Algerines, and the destruction of their pirati- 
cal squadron; and Commodore Stewart testifies 
that his faithful and skillful discharge of his ardu- 
ous duties placed him high in the estimation of 
that distinguished officer, Commodore Stephen 
Decatur. hen peace was restored, Lieutenant 
Henry was transferred to the frigate Constellation 
by order of Commodore Bainbridge. It was while 
on this station, on the coast of Africa, from the 
exposure and arduous duties upon a station pro- 
verbially unhealthy that Captain Henry acquired 
the disease, “* visceral congestion of the stomach 
and bowels,’’ which has since, with the charac- 
teristic pertinacity of African fevers, clung to him 
through life, as Dr. Haller testifies; and the doctor 
quotes several medical authorities to show that 
malarious poisons, (the African fever being of that 
class,) once fairly fixed in the system, are never 
entirely got rid of, and ualify all subsequent at- 
tacks. He states that when called upon to attend 
Captain Henry, finding all his symptoms of a 
Secondary character, he asked him if he were not 
suffering from an old disease; and he says most 
emphatically, that Captain Henry told him it was 
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subsequently, he was again attacked with it at 


it ever since. In fact, Dr. Haller says, in his 
own words, that the history of his health, after 
his return from Africa, was a continued series of 
ups and downs. Dr. Haller, in his testimony 
under oath attached to the memorial, gives his 
unqualified opinion in the most emphatic terms, 
‘*that the disease which Captain Henry originally 
contracted in Africa, was the means of inducing 
those derangements of the system which brought 
on the lastattack, the immediate cause of his death. 
| In 1821, Lieutenant Henry sailed for the Pacificin 
the Franklin, seventy-four, under the command 
of Commodore Stewart. 
was never fully restored, he served the whole 
cruise of three years, and returned in her. Dr. 
Haller testifies that Captain Henry told him he 
had the fever at Rio; and Commodore Stewart, in 





which is attached to the original memorial, states, 
‘*that from the great exposure he was subject to, 
under his command, his health was materially 
| impaired, so much so as to disqualify him for 
active duties for some years past.’” Inthe month 
| of February, 1839, while Lieutenant Henry was 
| on duty at the naval rendezvous at Baltimore, 
Maryland, he was again attacked with the same 
disease, and so severely, that he was relieved from 
duty on the report of the surgeon of the station, 
Dr. Sproston, of the United States Navy. 

Mr. THOMSON. 
can only state that 1 know it is a much better 
claim than nine out of ten that pass. 

Mr. WADE. I hope it will pass. 

Mr. THOMSON. There is only one fault in 
| this bill, and that is, that it gives the widow only 
| half as much as she is entitled to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN Y. SEWELL. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the Senate to take up 
House bill No. 426, for the relief of John Y. Sew- 
ell, a citizen of Washington Territory. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 426) for the relief of John Y. Sewell was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to allow to John Y. Sewell, for services 
in the restoration of the United States mail, lost 
from the steamer Southerner on the coast of 
Washington Territory, and for expenses incurred 
in obtaining the same from the Indians who had 
it in their possession, the sum of $1,000 in full for 
his claim. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Post Office Committee 
recommended it, and there is a short report of ten 
or more lines, which I ask may be read. 

The Secretary read the report, from which it 
appears that the steamship Southerner, while em- 

oyed temporarily in the mail service by the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, was wrecked 
on the coast of Washington Territory in Decem- 
ber, 1854, and all the mails, with the exception of 
three bags, were lost. Mr. John Y. Sewell, a 
citizen of Washington Territory, at the urgent 
solicitation of many of the inhabitants, including 
the postmaster, undertook to rescue them from 


| 
| a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, a copy of | 





the Indians, into whose hands they had fallen. | 


After six weeks’ effort, subjected to great hazard, 
peril, and hardship, accompanied by two men 
whom he had employed for the purpose, he suc- 
ceeded, at considerable expense to himself per- 
sonally, in obtaining the mails from the savages, 
and delivered them to the nearest post office. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES APPLETON. 


Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to get up a private bill, which is a favor I have 
not asked this session. It is a small bill for an 
old soldier. I do not know that this person is 
like the soldier of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Wape,] who was shot all to pieces; but he is 
nearly all in pieces. I hope it will pass. It is 
House bill No. 461, for the relief of Charles Ap- 
pleton. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. 
No. 461) granting an invalid pension to Charles 
Appleton was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to allow him a pension of 


Although his health | 


In regard to this claim, I | 


| 


Rio de Janeiro some time after the first attack in | 
Africa; and that he had been subjected to attacks of | 


| 





| 
| 
| 
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| 
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originally contracted on the coast of Africa; that 
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eight dollars a month during his lifetime, com- 
mencing January 1, 1860. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM SUTTON. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Iask the Senate to take up 
House bill for the relief of William Sutton, to 
pay him five dollars a month pension. That is 
the last private bill I shall ask the Senate to take 
up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 666) for the relief of William Sutton was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of William Sutton on the roll of 
invalid pensioners, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence from and after the 5th of 
February, 1858, and to continue during his nat- 
ural life. , 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 149) making appropriations to 
supply a deficiency in the aperegenneine for the 
completion of the geological surveys of Oregon 
and Washington Territories; 

A bill (No. 562) to provide a temporary gov- 
ernment for the Territory of Dakota, and to create 
the officer of surveyor general therein; and 

A bill (No. 563) to organize the Territory of 
Nevada. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills, in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 1007) declaring the value of the 
new silver florin of Austria; and 

A bill (No. 1009) amendatory of the act for the 
rendition of fugitives from labor. 


SUSPENSION OF THE RULES. 


The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to the resolution of the Senate to sus- 
pend the 16th and 17th joint rules for the residue 
of the present session. 


MILITARY ROADS IN NEW MEXICO. 


The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had disagreed to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 
200) to provide for the completion of the military 
road from Fort Union to Santa Fé, and from Taos 
to Santa Fé, New Mexico; insisted upon its dis- 
agreement to the said amendment, and asked a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon; and had appointed Mr. Bensa- 
MIN Stanron of Ohio, Mr. Gatusua A. Grow 
of Pennsyivania, and Mr. Georce W. Hucurs 
of Maryland, managers at the same on the part 
of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills “ joint 
resolution; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 39) for the relief of Simon de 
Visser, and José Villarubia, of New Orleans; 

A bill (S. No. 77) for the relief of Richard 
Chenery; : 

A bill CH. R. No. 943) to provide for bringing 
up the arrearages of work of the land office at 
Olympia, Washington Territory; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 51) repealing a 
resolution relating to the claim of George Fisher, 
late of Florida, deceased, approved June 1, 1860. 


JOHN P. BROWN. 


Mr.MASON. I ask the Senate to take up the 
bill for the relief of John P. Brown, to which there 
was an amendment reported by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. . 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (8S. No. 271) for the 
relief of John P. Brown. 

The bill was passed by the Senate at the last 
session, proposing to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to John P. Brown, late principal 
interpreter of the Turkish language to the United 
States legation at Constantinople, for his services 
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as chargé d'affaires of the United States at that || 


court, from 11th day of April, 1838, to the 19th 
day of July, 1839; from the 30th of July, 1852, 
to the Sth of July, 1853; and from the 19th of De- 


cember, 1853, to the 31st Si 7snUary > 1854, the sum | 


of $4,674 15, being the difference between the sal- 
ary of a chargé d’affaires of the United States and 
the amount received by him as principal interpre- 
ter during these periods. 

At this session, the vote on the passage of the 
bill was reconsidered, and it was recommitted to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, who reported 
it with an amendment in lines eleven to fifteen, 


to strike out the words, “‘ from the 11th day of | 


April, 1838, to the 19th day of July, 1839;”’ and 
in lines twenty-three and twenty-four, to strike 
out ** $4,674 15,”’ and insert ** $2,129 70;” so that 
the bill will read: 


Be it enacted, §c. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay to Jobn P. Brown, 


fate principal interpreter of the Turkish language to the | 


United States legation at Constantinople, for his services as 
chargé d’affaires of the United States at that Court, fromehe 
30th of July, 1852, to the Sth of July, 1853, and from the 
19th of December, 1853, to the 3ist of January, 1854, the 
sum of $2,129 70, it being the difference between the salary 


of a chargé d’affaires of the United States and the amount | 


received by him as principal interpreter aforesaid, during 
the two several periuds above named. 


Mr. MASON. The amendment was carefully 


prepared by the Committee on Foreign Relations, |, 


and I hope it will be adopted. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. It was read the third time, and passed. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That Irvine & Porter have leave to withdraw 
their petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That the Court of Claims be directed to return 
to the Senate the papers in the case of Russell & Majors. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, || 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills of the Sen- 
ate: 


A bill (No. 270) for the relief of John H. 
Wheeler; and 
A biil (No. 501) for the relief of Henry Rice. 
BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 


States, by Mr. Grossprenner, his Secretary, | 


announced that the President had approved and 
signed, on the Ist instant, an act (S. No. 210) for 
the relief of Augustus H. Evans. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr, PUGH. I move that the’Senate take up 
a resolution which was offered by the Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. Foster] a few days ago, 
to allow the clerks of standing committees sixty 
days’ pay after the adjournment of the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER, I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. 
rected, It reads as follews: 

** The joint resolution of the House of Representatives 
(No. 80) to amend the Constitution of the United States, 


was read the first and second times, by unanimous con- 
sent.” 


time by unanimous consent. I objected to it; the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. ne objected 
to it; the Senator from New York [Mr. Kiva] 
objected to it. I wish to have the Journal con- 
form to the fact. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator will allow 
the Senator from Ohio 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frrea in 
the chair.) What joint resolution does the Sen- 
ator refer to in the Journal ? 

Mr. SUMNER. House joint resolution to 
amend the Consutution of the United States—No. 
SU. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
deratands from the Clerk that one joint resolu- 
tion from the House of Representatives was read 
twice, and the other was objected to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg his pardon; I objected 
to both myself. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
Massachusetts 


Mr.SUMNER. Allow this to be corrected. 





I suggest to the Senator from 





It is to have the Journal of yesterday cor- | 











Mr. BIGLER. Let the Senator from Ohio get 


out of the way with his resolution. 
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Mr. SUMNER. I beg pardon. | wish to have 


the Journal corrected now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves for the correction of 
the Journal, as indicated by him. The Chair is 
not aware whether it is to be put to a vote, or 
whether it is a privileged question if he insists on 
having it thus corrected wjthout a vote. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
not think the Senator can assume that this is not 
a correct Journal. Lasked yesterday morning that 
this joint resolution should be read asecond time; 
and then later in the day, finding that it had been 
read a second time and entered on the Journal as 
so read, l asked to have it taken up and made the 
special order for consideration to-day; and it was 
made the special order. The record was entered. 
I went to the Clerk to know whether or not such 
was the decision. There was great confusion at 
the time, and hence [ was not certain that the 

/entry was made. If I found on examination that 
it was not, I intended to make the point. Cer- 
tainly the joint resolution was announced as read 

the second time, and it was then announced to 
| the Senate as being made the special order. That 
|| announcement is conclusive on the body. The 
|| Journal is right. If theSenator had objected, and 
the Chair did not know it, he should have made 
it known. 

Mr.SUMNER. My answer to the Senator is 
explicit. I made the objection at the time, and 
the resolution was not read a second time. That 
| is within my precise and positive knowledge. 
| The Senator, at a later period of the day, moved 

to make it a special order for twelve o’clock to- 


| 
| 
| 





|day. That was perfectly in order for him to do, | 


| because the question to-day would be on its sec- 


|| point is, that the joint resolution was not read 
twice yesterday. That I know; and I wish to 
| have the Journal made in conformity with the 
| fact. 
Mr. CLARK. [think I can convince the Sen- 
| ator from Illinois, or at least I can suggest some 
_ considerations to him which, perhaps, will refresh 
| his recollection in regard to 14 matter, 
|| the Senator will recollect that I objected at the 
| same time that the Senator from Massachusetts 
objected; and J went over to his seat afterwards 
|| in regard to it, asking him if he desired to have 
| us go on with the other discussion. It was not 
then renewed; but afterwards, the Senator called 
| it up again, and had it made the special order; 
| but it was not read twice. 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS. I think the Senator will find 
| that this is the fact: the first resolution about the 
amendment of the Constitution was called up and 
|| read twice 


| Mr.SUMNER. 








No; the Senator is mistaken. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS. Then the second resolution || 


|| was called up, and read once, and objections were 
| interposed to its second reading. 

Mr. SUMNER, I objected to both. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator may have un- 
|| derstood that he objected to both, but the ques- 


| 


|| table of the Vice President. If the Senator made 





|, an objection in his seat, and the Chair did not 


| hear him, and he did not make himself known to 
This is a mistake. It was not read the second | the Chair as objecting, it is too late for him to 


} 


| 
| 


avail himselfof it; but here are Senators who have 
a distinct recollection that this joint resolution 
was read twice; and I endeavored to get the sec- 
ond resolution read twice, with a view to put them 
on an equal footing. Now, I want to call the at- 

tention of the Senator from New Hampshire to 
| this fact: he came to me to know what my object 
was; I told him it was to put this resolution in 
the same position with the one of the peace con- 
ference; that having been read twice, to put this 
in the same position, so as to bring it in order 
within the rule. Now, the simple question is, 
whether we are willing to concur with the House 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





of Representatives, in submitting to the States of 


this Union,a or osition to amend the Constitu- 
tion so that the Federal Government shall not 
interfere with slavery in the States—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought the question 
was one as to amending the Journal. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is one as toamending the 
Journal; so my colleague thought right about it. 
I say it is an attempt now, waiting until to-day, 


I think | 


|} tion is, what were the facts which occurred at the | 


| ond reading, not on its third reading. My simple | 








I wish to suggest that I do | 


| chusetts has no right to say it was not re 


; March 2 

ees ’ 
to defeat action on that question, — 
from Massachusetts did not make himself hea, 
yesterday as objecting, Seeing that we w; enere 
ing on the supposition that this resolution a 
been read twice, we understood it was read s “ 
and made the special order, because it was = ; 
twice, itis too late to make the objection, eg 
here bear their testimony that it was read in 
The Senator from Ohio {[Mr. a) aa 


If the & nator 


heard it read 


twice; the Senator from Tennessee {Mr. Nicnoy 


— heard it read twice. 
Mr.SUMNER. Itis within my positive know! 
edge that it was not read twice. That is my a 
itive recollection, that it was not read twice Si 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from M. 


aSsa- 
ad twice: 3 


He can say he did not hear it; but when Senators 


| here assert that they did hear it, he has no right 


to deny the truth that they heard what he did not 


hear. He can say that he did not hear it posg 


| whether it was so entered. 


| 


} 
| 





| 
| 
i 
| 








twice, but he has no right to say it was not read 
twice; because itis well known that it was. He 
may not have heard it; we did hear it. [f gon. 
ators on that side said that they heard jt poad 
twice, and I did not hear it, I would not contra. 
dict them. There are many things which occur 
that Ido not hear, but they nevertheless eyic; 
Here are Senators who heard it distinctly: ayq 
I went to the clerk’s table immediately to see 
I was informed that 
it was entered; and hence there can be no ques- 
tion but that the fact occurred. The Senator from 
Massachusetts did not hear it; that was all, 
Mr. BINGHAM. When the joint resolution 
came from the House of Representatives and was 
announced by the Clerk, I was standiug in my 
seat here, and I objected to the second reading, 
as did also the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Sumner] and the honorable Sep- 
ator from New York, (Mr. Kive;]} and [ am very 
positive there was no second reading. 
Fhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fircn.) 
The Chair will state his recollection of facts, so 
far as they are within his memory. When the 
present occupant was in the chair yesterday morn- 
ing, a motion was made to take up the joint res- 
olutions of the House of Representatives. There 
are two, numbered 64 and 80, respectively. Joint 
resolution No. 64.was taken up, read the first time, 


|, and the second reading objected to. Joint reso- 


lution No. 80 was taken up, read the first time, 
and the second reading was objected to. Subse- 
quently, while the present occupant of the chair 


| was not in it, upon the motion of the Senator from 


Illinois, it was again before the Senate; but the 
Chair of course cannot say, except from the in- 
dorsement of the clerk, whether its second read- 
ing was then objected to or not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No, it was not objected to 
then; for there was no motion for its second read- 
ing at that time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
ment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The indorse- 
mentis ‘read the first and second times, and made 
the special order for to-morrow at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It was not read the second 
time. 

Mr. PUGH. [hope we shall get a vote on my 
resolution. This question of privilege may con- 
tinue allday. As regards the second reading of 
that joint resolution, [ have no more doubt than 
I have of my own existence, that I heard it with 
my own ears; for the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Mason] wanted to commit the resolution on the 
ground that it was not good English. He made 
that remark. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands the Senator from Massachusetts to 
move a correction of the Journal, as indicated by 
him, to make it appear that the House joint res: 
olution, No 80, was read once, instead of twice. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I ask for the yeas and po 
on that. The testimony is distinct on this si : 
that it was read twice. Senators heard it; 49 
certainly that must be conclusive as against me? 
who did not hear it, and do not know how “e 
fact was. ' 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understand the Chair © 
say that it was not read twice. os 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Upon “ 7 
tion of amending the Journal, the yeas and 18) 
are asked. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


What is the indorse- 
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Mr. BAYARD. I only wish to understand 
aistinetly what the question js. I understand that 
a sement on the joint resolution sent from the 
of Representatives, made by the Clerk yes- 


dot 
House 
terday. é 
the indorsement on the resolution. On that, the 
estimony upon the one side to make the fact dif- 
ferent from what the Journal shows, 1s purely 
negative; upon the other side, there is positive tes- 
smony that the joint resolution was read twice. 
it seems to me, on that state of facts, there can 
be no doubt that we should leave the Journal as 


Mr. LANE. I think [ recollect well the his- 
cory of this matter. I happened to be on the floor 
at the time, and I yielded to the Senator from Illi- 
nois to make the motion 
“Mr. CRITTENDEN. There is such a noise 
that I cannot hear. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is too 
mueh confusion both in the Senate and in the gal- 
There must not be such noise. 





jeries. 


Mr. LANE. On my yielding the floor, the Sen- | 
ator from Illinois made a motion to make this joint | 


resolution the special order for to-day at twelve 
I have no recollection of its being read 
the second time. Ido not know anything more 

boutit than that. I am satisfied it was not read 
the second time, then. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not want to make 
any argument atall. We are now deciding upon 
a question of fact, dependent upon evidence. 
Would it be competent for us to examme as to 
the matter of fact, and ask the Secretary what his 
recollection is about it; how that entry came to 
be made? : 

Mr. SUMNER. I understand that the Chair 
states it to be within his knowledge, that at the 
ume of the first reading of the resolution, there 
was no second reading. The Chair is explicit in 
that statement. In that statement I concur; it is 
precisely according to my recollection. Against 
the statement of the Chair, against my own recol- 
lection, against the recollection of the Senator from 
Michigan, and against, I believe, also the recol- 
lection of the Senator from New York, is the 
werment of the Senator from Illinois and also of 
tlic Senator from Ohio, That is the way the case 
now stands. On the one side, the Chair directly 
declares that within his knowledge, when the res- 


Oo clock. 


olution was read the first time it was not read also | 


the second time; and in confirmation of that state- 
ment of the Chairis my own positive recollection, 
founded on the objection that | myself made, and 
objections made by my two friends on my left, 
also, and their recollection in harmony with my 
own. The Chair, however, adds, and very prop- 
erly, that at a later period of the day the resolu- 
tion was taken up and made a special order for 
twelve o’clock to-day. Surely it was; but when 
taken up and made the special order for to-day, it 
was not read the second time; itdid notgo through 
any further process of legislation; it simply stood 
where it was—on its first readmg. The Senator 


from Oregon [General Lane] states that he him- | 


self gave way to the Senator trom Illinois to make 


the motion to have it made the special order for | 


to-day; but he has no recollection that at that time 
it was passed to a second reading; and how could 
it be pommes to asecond reading at that time, when 
it had already in the day been objected to by two 
or three different Senators ? 

Mr. KING. 
recollect about this matter. I was here when 
this proposition came in, and I know the Sena- 
tors upon my right [Mr. Binenam and Mr. 
SUMNER] were intently watching to prevent its 
being read a second time, with a view to avail 
themselves of the privilege of the rule; and on the 
very first opportunity they had when the resolu- 
tion came up, they objected to its second reading. 
| was paying the most strict attention to it, and 
did not hear any second reading, and it is my 
most confident opinion that there was no second 
reading whatever. I supposed the objection was 
heard by the Chair, and prevented the second 
reading. That was my understanding of it. But, 
Odjection having been made, even if it was an- 
nounced that the joint resolution was read the 
Second time, it was irregular; because the objec- 
tion was entitled to preventits second reading. We 
Supposed it did, not hearing it at all, or we would 
have made the point at the time. 





motion is made to correct the Journal and the || 


They both speak alike, the Journal and | 


I should, perhaps, state what I | 





| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| will remark, in relation to this question of amend- 
ing the Journal, that the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts stated correctly what the Chair said rel- 
|| ative to the first proposition, the one first made. 
Objections were made when the motion was first 
made for the second reading of the j 
_tion. The present occupant of the c 
in the chair when it came up the second time, and 
therefore is not competent to say whether it was 
then read a second time or not. He will observe, 
however, that nothing is more common—that is 
the ordinary rule of procedure—when a House 
joint resolution or bill comes to the Senate, if a 
motion is made to make it the special order after 
the first reading, the second reading is ordinarily 
inferred, whether it be actually read the second 
time or not. 

Mr. PUGH. I do not care about prolonging 
this contest, nor do I care about the positiveness 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. | am willing 
to leave his veracity—if he calls it so—and mine 
to third persons. I have no more to say about 
that. IL sought no controversy with him; but he 
is determined, it seems, to insist that his recol- 
lection shall prevail over that of others. 
| into no such contest. In the morning, when the 
| resolutions from the peace conference were about 
| to be taken up, the Senator from Illinois moved 
to postpone them and take up the House resolu- 
tion. I know that, because he appealed to me in 
private to assist him, and I consulted my friend 
from Kentucky to know whether that would be 
agreeable to him. ‘The House joint resolution 
was then read the first time, and the Senator from 
Illinois tried to have it read the second time; but 
| objection came from the Senator from Virginia, 
who said that it was not good English, and that 
it ought to be committed. Later in the day, the 
Senator from Illinois moved to take it up, and 
make it the special order, and upon that occasion, 
the occupant of the chair said: ‘* If there be no 
objection, this resolution will be read the second 





|| by the committee of thirty-three; but after they 
| had been read the first time, a number of objec- 
tions were made, and they were not read the sec- 
ond time. I do not say that these three Senators 
may not have objected; I do not know; I did not 
| hear them; but I say their objection did not pre- 
vent it,and there are several other Senators whose 
| recollection concurs with mine. 


Mr. BINGHAM. If the statement of the hon- 


the Journal of misstating the truth; because the 
Journal states that it was read the firstand second 
time when it was introduced. ['*Oh, no!’’] So 
says the Journal. 
that the Senate may understand it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


“The joint 


| tution of the United States, was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent.”’ 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understand the Senator 
from Ohio to say that it was objected to when it 





the session last night, when the Senator from 
Illinois moved to make it the special order, it was 


second time by unanimous consent, for I objected 
then to taking it up; but it was taken up and 
| madeaspecial orderagainstmy objection. Clearly, 
| however, it was not then read the second time. 


| Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, I cannot, 





| from my own recollection, state now whether the 
| 
| 


was read the first time; and just at the close of 
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pons resolu- | 
lair Was not | 


I enter | 


time;’’ and it was read the second time by Col- | 
onel Hickey. Then an attempt was made to read | 
the other resolutions from the House of Repre- || 
sentatives, the declaratory resolutions reported | 


orable Senator from Ohio be correct, it convicts | 


I beg the Chair to read it, so | 


| resolution (H. R. No. 80) to amend the Consti- | 


then read the second time, by unanimous consent. || 
Now, [ undertake to say it was not read then the 


joint resolution was read the first and second time | 


when it was introduced, or not; butthis I know, | 
that it was read the first and second time at that 


| 

| 

|| time, if at all; because, before the Senator from 

} Illinois moved to make it the special order, the 

| question arose in my mind whether it had been 
read the second time, and I went and looked at 
the record, and found it entered there just as it 
now reads, and told him that it had been read 
twice, as appeared by the record, before he made 

| his motion to make it the special order. From 

|| that fact, I know that the entry of its having been 

i| read the second time was made before he made 

|| his motion; for he and I talked about it, and I 
went and looked, and I believe he looked, too. 


| 
i 


| Mr. BAYARD. 
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Therefore it is that | am perfectly clear that if the 
joint resolution had its second reading at all, it 
| was at the same period when it was read the first 
} time, Now, I understand from the Chair that it 
did not have its second reading then. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will now state my recol- 
lection. The Senator from Massachusetts is en- 
| tirely mistaken in supposing that I have made any 
| statement on the subject. I was acting on the 
statements of those around me. The Senator from 
Ohio heard it read a second time; the Senator from 


|| Tennessee, and other Senators, heard it distinetly. 


Mr. SUMNER. May I interrupt the Senator 
one minute? I understand—I may be mistaken— 
that the Senator from Ohio says it was read the 
second time when the Senator from Illinois moved 
to make it the special order; that is, at the second 
stage of the proceedings. I may be mistaken, 
but [ so understood the Senator. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will now state what my 
recollection is in regard tothe matter. I called up 
the joint resolution and asked for its reading. It 
was read, notwithstanding objection arose on the 
other side. I then asked whether it was not to 
receive its next reading. There was a great deai 
of confusion at the time. After the confusion 
subsided, | asked for its second reading. The 
Clerk, in my opinion, distinctly read it by its title, 
but I was in doubt whether it was so entered. An 
hour afterwards, I went to the desk and found 
that it was entered as having been read a second 
time. IL thought it had been read, but whether 
objection was interposed which stopped further 
proceedings, | was not sure,as there was so much 
confusion. I went to find out what the record 
was. I then asked unanimous consent to tale it 
up and place it on the Calendar for action to-day 
at twelve o’clock. My belief is that the form of 
taking it up then was to read it a second time and 
make it a special order; but I did not move that 
because it was already entered as having been 
read the second time. I acted, therefore, on the 
supposition, and I believed it to be true, that it 
was read the second time twice, in point of fact; 
but inasmuch as the entry was made once, that 
is all that I care about. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I do not 
doubt that the Senator from Illinois acted on the 
supposition that he states. Thatis perfectly clear; 
but this is also perfectly clear: that if an objection 
to its second reading had been made at an ear! 

eriod of the day, that defeated its second ae 
ing for the day. The Senate certainly, as long 
as that objection had been made, and was of rec- 
ord, could not read it the second time on that day; 
and we have the testimony of the Chair, and the 
concurrent testimony of other Senators, that the 
objection to its second reading was made at an 
early period of the day. There isa failure in the 
aeaee and it is that failure which I wish to have 
reformed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The objection was to taking 
up the proposition. The controversy on the sec- 
_ ond reading was not made; but the objection was 
to getting it up, and the confusion took place on 
that. When it was taken up, in the first instance, 
I asked for its second reading. I did not know 
what the result announced was; but I knew that 
it was actually read by the Clerk. Whether he 
had entered it or not, I did not know at the time. 
Now the simple question is,whether or not we shall 
go on with this joint resolution, the hour having 
arrived for which it is the special order. I wish 
the vote to be taken. I believe it was read twice. 
We know on this side that it was read at the 
clerk’s desk twice. The record showsit. I have 
only to say thai the Senator from Massachusetts 
| is mistaken in supposing that an objection once 
interposed lasts for the day. On the contrary, 
nothing is more common than for an objection to 
be interposed, and at a subsequent part of the day 
the question to be taken up and the proposition 
passed by unanimous consent. That is done 
every day. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the objection is withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 
twelve having arrived, it is the duty of the Chair 
| to announce the special order, which is House 
| joint resolution No. 80, to amend the Constitution 
| of the United States; but the privileged question 
| now before the Senate must first be disposed of. 
It is a question of some im- 

ortance as to this correction of the Journal, and 
if think that the Senator from Massachusetts 
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ee $e 


passes by a very material point in his mode of | I did was simply this: I had read the joint reso- 


stating it. The question now is on a motion to 
correct the Journal; to correct what constitutes 
in itself the record of the proceedings of the Sen- 
ate. I suppose, according to every principle, your 
record must be held to be true, until it is disproved 
by unquestionable testimony. There is a differ- 
ence of recollection about this matter. The testi- 
mony on one side against the record is entirely 
negative in its character. ‘There is no statement 
made by honorable Senators that they were rec- 
ognized, and enforced their objection to the sec- 
ond reading. ‘There is nothing improbable at all 
in supposing that, during the noise and confusion 
whick now constantly exist in this body, motions 
may be made and carried without many Senators 
knowing anything about them; and a bill may be 
read by its title which those who are eagerly 
watching to defeat it do not notice at the time. 
This is a case of conflicting testimony; that is the 
amount of it, honest, I dare say, on all sides; but 
of course necessarily biased by the views of the 

arties, as human memory in all men will be 
ests by the attitude in which facts are presented 
before the mind of the actor. With this state of 
things, what ought to be the result, whether you 
apply it to the record of a court or the record of 
the Senate, or in any species of transaction to be 
proved by human testimony where there is an 
existing record? The record must stand, unless 
it is overborne by positive testimony on the other 
side. That is my judgment, and therefore I shall 
vote against this correction. 

Mr. HALE. As this is a question of conflict- 
ing testimony, and I was not in when the trans- 
action took place, and know nothing about it, I 
ask the Senate to excuse me from voting. Iam 
ready to meet every question that I know any- 
thing about. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ready for the question? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The question is on correct- 
ing the Journal ? 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I asked some time ago, 
if it would not be 
description, to ask for the recollection of our Sec- 


Is the Senate 


, . . | 
retary. The Journal, to be sure, implies what 


he thought about it, but his recollection, some- 
what more special and particular, might satisfy 
the Senate. Is that nota very proper appeal? 
If this resolution was read a second time, he read 
it. I want to ask our own officer, our own re- 
cording officer, whether he did read it or not? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clerk 
says the joint resolution was read twice. 

Mr. GRIMES. When? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was read 
twice by its title, inthe usual manner, as he says. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


on questions that are to arise hereafter. I under- 
stand it is insisted that if the reading of a resolu- 
tion is objected to in the morning when it is first 
presented, it may be taken up ata subsequent 
period of the session, and be acted upon, unless 
another objection be made. That depends en- 
tirely, I take it, upon the fact whether the Senator 
who objected in the morning yields his assent 
when the motion is made in the after part of the 
day. There is no principle better established in 
parliamentary law than that a bill shall be read 
three times on three separate days. When this 
joint resolution was read first in the morning, if 
it was objected to then, it must lie over to the fol- 
lowing day, unless the Senator making the objec- 
tion should withdraw it. That is his personal 
privilege as a Senator. I do not say anything as 
to the question of fact whether objection was 
made in this case or not; but ifa Senator objected 
in the morning, under the rule, it is not in the 
power of the body to take it up again during that 
day, unless the Senator withdraws his objection. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state the questionagain. Itis: whether the Journal 
shall be so amended as that House joint resolu- 
tion No. 80 shall appear to have been read but 
once, instead of twice, as the Journal now stands. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator from Ohio has 
adverted to the fact that when this joint resolu- 
tion was up yesterday, I said something in rela- 
tion to it. did not hear distinctly what fell 


roper, on a question of this | 


This becomes not only an | 
important question now, butit becomes important | 








i 


| have the joint resolution put in such a condition | 


|| objected to the second reading, as the 
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lution when it came in, and saw that it was not 


Yin good English, but was unintelligible; and I 


merely remarked, as a fact, that it would seem to 
me it ought to be referred to a committee to cor- | 
rect its English. I made no motion, and made 
no objection. I deem it proper to say that there 
seemed to be a struggle, there seemed to be a de- 
sire, on the part of the Senator from Illinois, to 


as to make it the order of the day, and place it 
along side of the resolutions submitted by the 

Senator from Kentucky; and that, on the other 
side—I really do not remember from whom—they 
objected to its second reading, with a view to 
| frustrate that object. 
| Mr. KING, Mr. BINGHAM, and Mr. SUM- 
| NER. That is correct. 
| _Mr. MASON. I heard distinctly the declara- 
tion that they objected to the second reading. 
| Now, it does seem to me to be purely a question 

of fact. If Senators on either side say that they 
had a 
| right to do, that should be received as a fact; and 
I shall vote accordingly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
| will call the roll. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand that to vote 
‘“nay’’ is to vote against correcting the Journal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; that 
retains the Journal as it is. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Those who vote ‘ yea’”’ 
vote to correct the Journal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; and 
| make the joint resolution appear to have been 
only read once. 

he Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DIXON, (when Mr. Fostrer’s name was 
called.) My colleague is detained from the Sen- 
ate to-day by severe indisposition. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
Cameron.] I should vote ** nay.’ 

Mr. KING, (when Mr. Sewarp’s name was 
called.) I will state that my colleague is paired 
off with the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. GREEN. In this connection I want to 





and I ask to withdraw my vote. 

Mr. KING. I think they would vote together 
on this question, and I am willing to let the Sen- 
ator retain his vote. 

Mr. GREEN. Very well. 

Mr. LANE. I heard the Senator from Massa- 

husetts distinctly object to the second reading, 
and therefore I vote in favor of correcting the 
Journal. 

Mr. RICE. After the statement made by the 
Senator from Oregon, I shall change my vote; I 
now vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. HALE. After the testimony of the Sen- 
ator from Oregon, I vote ‘*yea.”’ 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 17; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
| Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Green, Grimes, Hale, 
| Harlan, King, Lane, Mason, Morrill, Rice, Sumner, Ten 
spot Trumbull, Wade, Wigfall, Wilkinson and Wilson— 





| NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, 
Bright, Clingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Johnson of 

| Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Pearce, Polk, 
Powell, and Pugh—17. 


| So the correction was ordered to be made. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| 
i 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its’ Clerk, announced that the 
Heese had disagreed to the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses, on the bill (H.R. No. 865) making 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 

| the year ending June 30, 1862. Also, that the 

| House asked a further conference on the disa- 

| greeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and ap- 

| pointea Mr. Wittiam A. Howarp of Michigan, 

| Mr. Justin S. Morrity of Vermont, and Mr. 
Joun W. Srevenson of Kentucky, managers of 
the same on the part of the House. 


GUANO DISCOVERIES. 
The message further announced that the House 


from the Senator from Ohio; but I understood || had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 303) sup- c hi 
that he supposed I had made objections. What || plementary to the act entitled ‘An act to author- || sideration of the resolution submitted by )i™. 





remark, that I have paired with Mr. Sewarp, | 
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ize protection to be given to citiz ae 
States, who may discover de celine of — - Sa 
proved August 18, 1856, wi amendments. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Blan. 
joint resolution No. 80is before the Senate Th 
question is, shall the joint resolution be read he 
second time, the Journal having been corre od 
The Senator from Oregon has the floor, a 

Mr. LANE. After it is read, I desire 
a. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The ge¢ 
|| reading: ned 

Mr. CLARK. One moment. I de 
a point of order, and it is this: whe 
finished business of yesterday doe 
this special order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour ¢ 
the unfinished business has not yet arrived r 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I rise merely to cal) fo 
the yeas and nays on this questio 
reading, or whatever reading it is. 

Several Senators. Noobjection to the secon, 
reading. r 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chai; 
hears no objection to the second reading, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. [I call for the yeas and 
| nays. 
Ry. DOUGLAS. [ask forthe ye 


as and nays. 
I do not want the Journal amende again to-mor- 
row. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
'| is, shall the joint resolution (H. R. No. 80) by 
|| read a second time now. On this question the 
yeas and nays are asked. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

_ Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ff desire to have the 
jointresolution read. I want to hear it read: this 
is a solemn proceeding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution will be read for information. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of thy 
several States as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States; which, when ratified by three fourths of 
said Legislatures, shall be valid to all intents and purposes 
as part of said Constitution, namely : 

ArT. 13. No amendment shall be made to the Constitu 
tion which will authorize or give to Congress the power to 
abolish or interfere, within any State, with the domestic 
institutions thereof, including that of persons held to labor 
or service by the laws of said State. 

Mr. WADE. I ask unanimous consent to take 
up the bill in relation to guano deposits, to agree 
|| to an amendment. ae 
_ Mr. DOUGLAS. I object to anything until this 
is voted on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and 
nays have been called for, and the Secretary will 
proceed to call the roll. 

The Secretary pepenaies to call the roll. 

Mr. KING. This second reading is a mere 
matter of form; but I prefer to vote ‘nay. | 

The result was announced—yeas 39, nays 9; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, Bigler, Brags, 
Bright, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, C rittenden, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Grimes 
Gwin, Hale, Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Jolin- 
son of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Mason, Morrill, N ich- 
olson, Pearce, Polk, Poweil, Pugh, Rice, Simmons, Tea 
Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, and Wade—39. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Durkee, King, Sumner, 40 
Wilson—5. 

So the joint resolution was ordered to a second 
reading; and it was read the second time by 1s 
title. i 

Mr. BIGLER. It cannot be read a third time; 
and I suppose it lies over. Se 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Why not move to 
on with it? : 

Mr. BIGLER. I move that the Senate Ph 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution her 
I offered the other day, suspending the 26th a. 
so far as relates to propositions to amend the . : 
stitution. That will obviate all the difficulty w"'° 


is presented here; and unless we do that, we can 


a ie CRITTENDEN. Suppose youmove first 


ap- 


to give 





Sire to raise 
ther the up- 
§ NOt supersede 


n Of the second 








Mr. CR 
to read this the third time. me 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ieee 
from Pennsylvania moves to proceed to the ¢ 
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INDIANA AND ILLINOIS LAND FUND. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, before that is taken up—as it will 
take some time—to allow me—— a 
Mr. PUGH. I have a pending proposition, 
which was displaced by the question of privi- 





“Nir. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Ohio 
will hear me, I think he will consent to what I 


“ PUGH. Why do you not consent to what 
I ‘ sk? . . 

Mr, TRUMBULL. Your resolution is not 
before the Senate. I will state that the bill from 


the House of Representatives, which allows to | 


the States of Indiana and Illinois the two per cent. 
land fund, has been slightly amended by the Ju- 
diciary Committee, and that it must go back to 
the House of Representatives for that amendment 
to be concurred in. It can be acted on by the 
Senate in one minute. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 will not object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate, and it is the first request I have 
made to take up a bill this session. 

Mr. PUGH. 1 withdraw my objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 103) 
authorizing the payment of the two per centum 
land fund to which the States of Illinois and In- 
diana are entitled for road purposes, to said States. 
It provides that the per centum of the net pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, for all sales 
thereof since the 25th day of May, 1839, in the 
States of Illinois and Indiana, reserved by certain 
acts of Congress authorizing the people of those 
States to form State constitutions and govern- 
ments, to be expended and disbursed under the 


direction of Congress for road purposes, shall be | 


relinquished to those States respectively. 
The amendment of the Committee on the 


Judiciary was to add, at the end of the bill, this | 


proviso: 
Provided, That whenever, on auditing any claim of a 


State against the United States, a balance is found due to | 


the State, the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, 


authorized and directed to set off any sum or amount due | 


from the said State to the United States, or any department 
thereof, whether beld in trust or otherwise ; and if held in 
trust, to cause the amount so set off to be paid to the credit 
of the trust fund on the books of the Treasury Department. 


Mr.GREEN. This bill is all wrong. Ohio 
and Indiana and Illinois have received more than 


their two per cent. fund in the construction of | 


roads, and the roads have been ceded to the States. 

Several Senators. Let us vote. 

Mr. GREEN. I am willing to let the vote be 
taken; but I want first to state a fact. I had to 
beg hard to get the two per cent. fund paid Mis- 
souri, when Missouri never had one stone laid, 
nor one single acre of land granted for the con- 
struction of roads. These other States have re- 
ceived millions and millions upon millions beyond 
the two per cent. I think it is wrong to give 
them more. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. One word in reply to the 
Senator from Missouri. We get nothing under 
this bill, if his statement be correct, for it is only 
the two per cent. fund that is to be paid. The 
amount is to be audited, and if the Senator be 
correct, we shall get nothing under it. ‘The Sen- 
ator, however, is mistaken. I do not want to 
take up time; but we do not get a dollar by the 
- - we have already received our share of the 

und, 

Mr. POLK. I was about to ask the question, 
whether what is claimed is not the balance. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is all. If there is 
no balance, we do not get anything. 

Mr.GREEN. The difference is this: the ex- 
penditure was made under a certain state of cir- 
cumstances, and now the account is to be stated 
under a different state of circumstances; so that 
they will get what they were never entitled to. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. This isa subject of more 
Consequence than seems to be supposed. It is the 
itd same claim which has been urged time after 

—_— 


Mr. TRUMBULL. And passed for Missouri 


ast year. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. It ought never to be 


passed. If it was passed for Missouri, last year, 
. was passed without my attention being called 
ay. Subject at all. It was debated by Benton 
and Clay, here, and the most unanswerable facts 





and arguments adduced to show that they were 


that and much more had been laid out by this 

Government in making the great national road. 

I do not remember the passage of the bill for Mis- 

souri; but, if I had noticed it, 1 should have pro- 
| duced evidence which I am sure would have sat- 
isfied the Senate that neither of them is entitled 
| toacent. They have been paid all this, and more 
| than paid it in that great improvement. 


still more wrong. Now, I want to see how the 
Senator from Kentucky will vote. 


how I vote. 
may know my vote, of course. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is best that the Senate 
should be apprised of what will be the probable 
amount vend under the present bill. It is esti- 
mated that the balance of the two per cent. fund 
due to the State of Indiana is about $55,619, and 
to [Ilinois, $222,523. Under the provisions of this 
bill, Indiana will be subject to reduction of about 








her bonds held in trust for Indians. 
statement I have from the Department. 


at her instance and for her benefit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
failed to announce, in consequence of this bill 
being before the Senate by unanimous consent, as 


| half past twelve o’clock, being the joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 70) proposing certain amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE. Before that is taken up, I de- 
sire to state that the House of Representatives 


| conference on the Indian appropriation bill, have 
further insisted on their amendments, and ask for 
a new conference. I move that the Senate assent 
to that request. 


The motion was agreed to; and it was 


Resolved, That the Senate further insist upon its amend- 
ments to the bill (H.R. No. 865) making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
, ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In- 

| dian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1862; and upon its 
| disagreement to the amendments of the House of Repre- 
| sentatives to other amendments of the Senate to said bill; 
and thatthe Senate agree to the further conference asked 
| by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
| thereon. 
! 





| 





On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Vice Presi- 
|| dent was authorized to appoint the committee on 
|| the part of the Senate; and Mr. Puen, Mr. Nicu- 
|| orson, and Mr. DootirtLe, were appointed. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
|| States, by Mr. Grossprenner, his Secretary, 
|| announced that the President had this day ap- 
|| proved and signed the following bills: 
|  Anact (S. No. 39) for the relief of Simon De 
| Visser and José Villarubia, of New Orleans; and 
An act (S. No. 77) for the relief of Richard 
Chenery. 


MILITARY ROADS IN NEW MEXICO. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill of the House (No. 200) to i 
vide for the completion of the military road from 
Fort Union to Santa Fé, and from Taos to Santa 
Fé, New Mexico, disagreed to by the House. 

On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill, disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives, and agree to the conference asked by the House on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 





On motion of Mr. RICE, the Vice President |' 


was authorized to appoint the committee on the 
part of the Senate; and Mr. Rice, Mr. Kennepy, 
and Mr. Witson, were appointed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which thereupon received the signature of the 
Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 311) for the relief of Mary 
Ann eee! 

A bill (H. R. No. 426) for the relief of John 
Y. Sewell; 


Mr. GREEN. If the other was wrong, this is 


Mr.CRITTENDEN. There is no doubt about | 
When | say a thing is wrong, you | 


twenty thousand dollars for arrears of intereston | 
That is the | 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. The accounting officers | 


cannot charge her upon the general laws passed | 


it was his duty to have done, the special order for | 


have disagreed to the report of the committee of 
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. | || A bill (H.R. No. 461) granting an invalid pen- 
entitled to nothing; that, at their own instance, | 


| 
| 
| 
ii 
| 
| 


sion to Charles Appleton; 


| <A bill (H. R. No. 666) for the relief of William 
| Sutton; and 


|| _ A bill (H. R. No. 530) granting a pension to 


| Jane Yates. 
BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


| The message further announced that the Pres- 
| identof the United States had approved and signed, 

on the 28th of February, the following bills: 

Anact (H. R. No. 909) for the relief of Thomas 
| Crittenden; and 
Anact (H. R. No. 999) toamend ** An act sup- 

plementary to an act approved March 3, 1855, to 
| organize an institution for the insane of the Army 

and Navy,and of the Districtof Columbia, in the 
| said District,’’ approved February 7, 1857. 
Also, that the President had approved and 
| signed, on the Ist instant, the following bills: 
Anact (H.R. No. 576) for the relief of Messrs. 
| Coale & Barr; 


| Anact(H. R. No. 655) for the relief of Prentis 
| Champlain; 

An act (H. R. No. 981) to confirm a certain 
private land claim in New Mexico; and 

An act (H. R. No. 997) for the relief of Green- 
bury M. Watkins, of Montgomery county, Mary- 
land. 

Also, that the President had approved and 
signed, this day, an act (H. R. No. 198) to pro- 
vide for the payment of outstanding Treasury 
notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the 
duties on imports, and for other purposes. 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. LATHAM, it was 


Ordered, That two additional members be appointed on 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills, and that they be appointed 
| by the Vice President. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Pow- 
ELL and Mr. Morritt. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 895) making ap- 
propriations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 
/ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1862. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 895) 
making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1562, submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
| 895) making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 

Government for the year ending June 30, 1862, having met, 
after full and free conference, have agreed to recommend 
to their respective Houses as follows: 

‘That the Senate recede from their amendments numbered 
four, nine, twelve, eighteen, twenty-four, and forty-two. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s amendments, numbered eight, eleven, thirteen, 
fourteen, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-eight, twenty- 
nine, thirty-one, thirty-two, thirty-three, thirty-four, thirty- 
six, thirty-eight, and thirty-nine. 

That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
te the Senate’s twenty-seventh amendment. 

That the Senate recede from their disagreement to the 
| House amendment to the thirty-fifth amendment of the 
Senate, and concur in said amendment of the House with 
the following amendment: In the twelfth, instead of the 
fourth line of said Senate amendment, strike out the word 
* directed,” and insert “* authorized.” 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s first amendment, and agree to the same with the 
following amendment: Strike out of line three of said 
amendment the word “ fifty,’’ and insert “ thirty.’? 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s second amendment, and agree to the same with 
following amendment: In line three of said amendment, 
strike out “ thirty,’? and insert *‘ ten.’? 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s third amendment, and agree to the same with the 
following amendment: In iine two of said amendment 
strike out “‘ forty,”’ and insert “ twenty-five.” 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s twentieth amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: In line one of said amend- 
ment, after the words “ Provided that,” strike out the 
words ‘ the proviso in.”’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s forty-first amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: Strike out all of said amend- 
ment after the word “ enacted,” and insert the following: 
‘¢' That all purchases and contracts for supplies or services 
in any of the departments of the Government, except for 
personal services when the public exigencies do not require 
the immediate delivery of the article or articles, or perform- 
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anee of the service, shall be made by advertising a sufficient 
time previously for proposals respecting the same. When 
linmediate delivery or performance is required by the pub 
lic exigency, the articles or service required may be pro 
cured by open purchase or contract atthe places and inthe 
manner in which such articles are usually bought and sold, 
or such services engaged between individuals. No con 
tract or purchase shall herealter be made, unless the same 
be authorized by law or be under an appropriation adequate 
to its fulfillment, except in the War and Navy Departments, 
for clothing, subsistence, forage, fuel, quarters, or trans 
portation, which, however, shall not exceed the necessi 
ties of the eurrent year. And the third section of the act 
entitied § An act making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government forthe 
year ending the 30th of June, 1861,’ shall be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed.” 
J. A. PEARCE, 
W. P. FESSENDEN, 
H. M. RICE, 
Managers onthe port of the Senate. 
H. WINTER DAVIS, 
JOUN 8. MILLSON, 
J. HUMPHREY, 
Managers onthe part of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will make any explanation 
as to these amendments that may be desired; or, 
perhaps, I had better proceed to state bri fly the 
effect of the report. 

The Senate recede from the amendment appro- 
priating $45,000 for a steam vessel in the place of 
the steamer Walker, lost by collision at sea—that 
was under the head of the coast survey. The Sen- 
ate recede also from the appropriation of $10,000 
to complete the inclosing of Judiciary square, and 
leveling and grading; from the twelfth amend- 
ment, for extending the stone and brick wail 
already forming part of the exterior wall of a por- 
tion of the hospital grounds; and from the amend- 
ment increasing the appropriation for surveying 
the public lands and private land claims in Cali- 
fornia from $20,000 to $30,000, so as to leave itat 
the amount appropriated by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, $20,000. We agree to recede,also, 
from the item providing for payment to the Ex- 
change Company at Baltimore for extra work on 
the post office; and also from the amendment di- 
recung the Secretary of the Navy to ascertain the 
sum due to Gilbert & Secor. 

The House recede from their disagreement 
to the eighth amendment of the Senate, for the 
repairs of the Potomac, navy-yard, and upper 


bridges; also, from their disagreement to the elev- | 


enth amendment, in relation to repairs and certain 
outbuildings, &c., provided for the hospital for 
the insane; also, from their disagreement to the 
amendment relating to drawings to illustrate the 
report of the Commissioner of Patents for the 
year 1861; also, from their disagreement to the 
amendment made in the item appropriating for the 
collection of agricultural statistics; also, from their 
disagreement to the appropriation for incidental 
and contingent expenses, including wastage, at 
the Mint in Philade!phia;also, from their disagree- 
ment to the appropriation for incidental and con- 
tingent expenses, including wastage, at the mint 
at San Francisco; also, from their disagreement 
to the amendment appropriating $16,000 to pay 
for labor and materials furnished for the Post 
Office extension. They agree, also, to the appro- 
priation of $259,000 for the Capitol extension; 
also, to the amendment providing for the compen- 
sation of the superintendent of Indian affairs, 
and three additional agents, in Washington Ter- 
ritory, for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June 
next; and also, for the compensation of the super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, and three additional 
agents, in Washington Territory, for the next 
fiscal year. ‘They agree, also, to the amendment 
for the payment of balances duc contractors for 
building custom-houses at afew places in Maine, 
Belfast and Elisworth; also, to the amendment in 


coast, with an amendment reducing that $20,000; 
and also from the atnendment for the survey of the 
Florida reefs and keys, with an amendment re- 
ducing that $15,000, The House recede also from 
their disagreement to the twentieth amendment of 
the Senate, and agree to the same with an amend- 
ment which strikes out the words ** proviso in.” 
This relates to the land office in Washington Ter- 
ritory. The House also recede from their disa- 
greement to the 27th amendment, for the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade, with an amendment which 
limits the salaries of attorneys and marshals. 
They also recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment in relation to the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, with an amendment striking out 
the word ‘directed’? and inserting ** authorized.”’ 
They also recede from their disagreement to the 
forty-first amendment, and agree to the same with 
an amendment which strikes out all after the word 
‘*enacted,’’ and inserts a substitute. 
The report was concurred in. 


REPORT OF TUE PEACE CONFERENCE. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitecn.) 


The special order is the joint resolution (S. No. 
70) proposing certain amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, which is before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole. The Sen- 
ator from Oregon is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LANE. Mr President, 1 hope I shall be 
permitted to proceed without interruption, and I 
trust not to consume much time. While I had 
the floor yesterday, I stated some of my objec- 
tions to the proposed amendments to the Consti- 
tution which are now before us. They are: that 
they do not do justice to the whole country—that 
they do not do justice to all the States. I have 
always held that the territory is common prop- 


erty; that it belongs to all the States; that every | 


citizen of every State has an equal right to emi- 
erate to,and settle in, the common Territories; and 
that any species of property, recognized as such 
in any State of the Confederacy, should have a 
like recognition in the Territories, and be guaran- 
tied, protected, and secured in its full integrity, 
to the owner thereof. That this should be so, 
was the intent of the revolutionary fathers who 
shaped and framed the Constitution; and it was 
this principle, more, perhaps, than any other, 
which called into being that noble compact, which 
has so long been a bond of Union and goodness 
between ail the States. 
and vitality of the Constitution. Itisthe ligament 
that has held us together heretofore, and which, 
if cut now, will result only in hopeless and im- 
mutable disruption. I have never deviated a sin- 
gle iota from this correct doctrine. Had we lived 
up to thisequitable principle—the foundation upon 
which the Constitution rests, upon which only 
this Union can be maintained—we should have 
had no trouble in this country to-day. It is not 
my fault that trouble and dissatisfaction prevail; 
it is not my fault that secession has taken place, 
and that further secession will take place, unless 


Congress shall recognize this great principle of | 


justice, of right, and of equality. ‘That is the doc- 


trine upon which this Union rests; and it must be | 


maintained, or the connection will be severed. 
While upon this question, Mr. President, I 
may be permitted to allude to my course in the 
Senate last session, and I shall do so very briefly. 
Upon a series of resolutions introduced by the 


Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis]—a series |) 


of resolutions that were considered in this body, 
after having been previously maturely and delib- 


_eratcly adopted by acaucus composed of the Dem- 


regard to sewerage at the Brooklyn navy-yard; || 


also, to the amendment appropriating $80,000 for 
the payment of materials delivered for the exten- 
sion of the Treasury building, and the appropri- 
ation of $250,000 for continuing the work on that 
building; also, to the amendment relating to the 
holding of a district court at Mankato, in Minne- 


sota; also, the amendment providing for refund- | 


ing to Michael Cassin the value of certain gold 
dust deposited with the mint at San Francisco. 
The House recede from their disagreement to 
the first amendment of the Senate, which appro- 
yriates $250,000 for the survey of the Atlantic and 
Galt coasts of the United States, with an amend- 
meat which reduces it by the amount of $20,000. 
The House recede also trom the disagreement to 
the amendment fer the survey of the western 


ocratic Senators, and agreed upon by them, as 
setting forth the principles necessary to be main- 
tained in order to secure the existence and perpe- 
tuity of this Confederacy. It has been charged 
upon this floor that, on the 25th day of May last, I 
voted against the right of protection to slave prop- 
erty in the Territories. In order that the Senate 
may know how I voted, and that I may show you 
and every other man that I stood then as I stand 
to-day, and as I have always stood upon this 


ee 1 will read some short extracts from the 


iscussion upon this series of resolutions. The 


fourth resolution was in these words: 


* Resolved, That neither Congress, nora Territorial Le- 
gislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation of an 
indirect and unfriendly nature, possess the power to annul 
or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the Uni- 
ted States to take his slave property into the common Ter- 
ritories, but it is the duty of the Federal Government there 


It is the very life-blood | 


| 


| 
| 





| 


eee 
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| tion; and if experience should at 
| that the courts had not the 


to afford for that, as for other species of pre 


ful protection ; and if experience should a 


| that the judiciary does not possess power to insur 


protection, it will then become the 
supply such deficiency.” 


Now mark, this resolution state 


|| property of all the people of any St: 


slave or otherwise, has an equal ri 


protection, then it was the 
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property in Territories; and he desire¢ 
what had happened that States should be , 
cerned; what had occurred to alarm the States t) > 





*perty, th 
tany tin 


8 that 
ile, w 
ght to 


c 


rly, ho 


t 


e ad 
duty of Congres 


March 2, 


1 heed 
1€ pre 
quay 


S to 


os 
all th 
»} 

hethey 


protec. 


any time prove 
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man in his legal and rightful prope 
| of what description or characteristic 
long since, upon this floor, a Senator was 
enough to say that I voted against 


Levys ry 
Matter 


- SIP, nor 


hardy 


rotectineg 


) know 


| were seceding from the Union? I will show yo, 
sir, very briefly what I said upon that question 


| in all other things ; 


then; and I will repeat it now, for 


I have 


> never 


changed my sentiments on this subject. No jiy. 
ing man can assert, and in so doing tell the try:) 


that | ever ultered a word against the 
| the States, and their equal right in ti 
Territory of our common country; and any eh 
that I voted then to refuse protection to property 
in the territory is false. tha 


equi 


lity of 


1 cOommor; 


arg 


I have always held that 


the territory belonged to all; that it was a quired 
/as ] knew, at the expense of the southern State. 
as well as of the northern; and upon the battle- 
field where I had witnessed the good conduct of 
| northern and southern troops, I found the soldie; 
| from the southern States pouring out his blood 
as freely, and certainly in very much larger quan- 
| tity—for there were very many more from th: 
southern States who participated in the battles of 
our country in the war which resulted in the ac- 
quisition of territory, than there were from th: 


northern States. 


Then, so far as the acquisition 


is concerned, it is joint, and it was for the joint 
benefit of all portions ‘of the country. Conse- 
quently, | have held, and I hold now, that the Ter- 
| ritories should be so appropriated. And when 

those resolutions were up last winter, I said wha: 


I will now read: 


“T only desire to say, in relation to the series of resolu 
tions, a portion of which I have already voted in favor of, 
that I shall vote in favor of the rest ; forthe whole of them 
together meet with my hearty approbation. They assert 
the truth ; they assert the great principle that the « 
tional rights of the States are equal ; that the States hav 
equal rights in this country under the Constitution; and, 
as I understand it, they must be maintained in that equal 
ity. ‘These resolutions only assert that principle ; and | say 
that it is a misfortune to the country, in my opinion, that 
the principles laid down in these resolutions had not been 


asserted sooner. 


Democratic party in plain English ten years ago. 
| had been, you would have had no trouble in this country 
to-day ; the Democratic party would have been united and 
strong, and the equality and constitutional rights of th 
States would have been maintained in the Territory, and 


been heard of, and to-day we should be u 


nited. I 


astitu 


They ought to have been asserted by uv 


If they 


squatter sovereignty would not hay 


t is the 


fault of the Democratic party in dodging truth, in dodg 
ing principle, in dodging the Constitution itself, that has 
brought the trouble upon the country and the party that ts 


experienced to-day.”’ 


I believe, if we had asserted and maintained 
these great truths ten years ago, and placed our- 
selves upon them boldly, as it was our duty to 
have done, we would have no trouble in this 
country to-day; but instead of declaring the grea! 
truths enunciated in these resolutions, we wel 
off upon issues unbecoming the Democratic party. 
A portion of our leaders wandered and welt 
astray, and asserted that the people of a Territory 


had the right to prohibit slavery wh 


judgment, it ought to be prohib ' 
which Congress even does not possess, and conse: 


quently cannot confer upon a Territorial Legis! 
ture, unless the creature becomes greater than t 


enever, 
ited; a 


in their 
power 


he 


creator. It was this kind of trouble, and this so! - 
heresy introduced into the Democratic party, '* 


have broken it up, and brought the disasters up? 


our country which we experience 


to-day. 


sav, 


then, let the blame fall upon the guilty: 1 am 
nocent of it; for I have held but one doctrine Up’ 


this question from the beginning to the pr 


sent 


hour, and I shall hold that doctrine to the " 
In the speech from which I have already read, 


also used the following language: 
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territory that was earned or acquired by the com- 
ij common treasure of all; territory thatis sus 

tained by the common treasure of all 3; and to say that all 
~jail not have an equal right there, is to deny a fact so plain, 
a principle so just, a right so manitest, that I can bardly see 
) on any man who protesses to be a Democrat ean deny it, 
or how he can attempt to embarrass the adoption of the 
correct principles announced in these resolutions. I shall 
therefore vote against all the amendments, and everything 
that is offered to obstruct their passage, upon the ground 
that they assert justice, that they assert truth, that they as- 
cert the equality and constitutional rights of allthe States, 
which principle must be maintained, or this Union cannot 
be preserved.”” 
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| Massachusetts said when he moved a reconsid- 
| eration: 


That was my doctrine then, it is the doctrine | 


which I have held and advocated for twenty years. 


Ir is the doctrine I hold now; and I so notified the | 


Senator from Tennessee, who arraigned me here 
as voting against protecting property, and who 
did me willfal and gross injustice in it—for I voted 
for it and he voted against it. That is to say, | 
voted against the resolution introduced by Mr. 
CuiweMmAN declaring ‘‘ that slave property did not 
need protection in the Territories,’’ while the Sen- 


motion was made to reconsider the vote adopting 
it in lieu of the fourth resolution of the Davis se- 
ries, | voted to reconsider, and the Senator from 
Tennessee voted against it, showing clearly that 
he was against affording that protection to slave 
property which the fourth resolution provided 
for. Did | not maintain the truth? Was I not 
prophetic in the announcement that I made in this 
Senate Chamber then? 
great principle of justice, of equality, of the right 


of every man to the common territory should be | 


“LT wish simply to say that IT voted for that resolution, 
because J believed the condition of the Territories requires 
no such law now or ever, and I do not believe in the en 
aetment of any such law; but my friends on this side of 


| the Chamber have put that resolution in the series ; and 


for myself, [ do not wish to be responsible for any portion 
of these resolutions; and I theretvre wish the vote to be 
reconsidered.”’ 


This was the language of the Senator from Mas- 


united with some Democrats, had stricken out 


i 


|| 
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to the security of every interest, and of every State 
inthe Union. If we could do that, and this day 
amend the Constitution so as to provide expressl y 
that every State should have equal rights in the 
Territories and elsewhere within the Union, this 
Confederacy would last forever, the States that 
have left us would come back, and we should have 
then a great and a lasting Union indeed. With- 
out it, we never can have a permanent Union. 


| We must do something that is clearly right, or 
sachusetts, when he found that the Republicans, | 


the fourth resolution of the series, and inserted | 


this as a substitute. 
that occasion: 


I said to Mr. Witson on 


‘TI desire merely to tender my thanks to the honorable 


Senator from Massachusetts. The series of resolutions, as | 


introduced by the honorable Senator from Mississippi, are 
germane one to the other. They are a declaration of prin- 
ciples by the Democratic party. This amendment, as the 


Senator has said correctly, bas been fastened on the Dem- 


ocratie resolutions by the votes of the Republican Sena 


. ’ | tors. I feel grateful, indeed, to the Senator for making the | 
ator from Tennessee voted for it; and when the || ? 


motion to reconsider. I hope the vote will be reconsidered, | 


and the resolution voted duwn.”’ 


The motion was put, and on the yeas and nays 
the vote was reconsidered. | voted for the recon- 


‘| sideration, and I voted against the amendment 


I said, that unless this | 


maintained, this Union would be broken up. This | 


great principle has not been maintained, but the 
Union has been destroyed. 

But, sir, to go to the votes. It will be borne in 
mind, and every Senator on this floor will bear 
me out in my statement, that while the Davis 
resolutions—the series of which I speak—were 
up, various peapeneens we 


them, and { voted against allamendments. There 


re made to amend | 


are Senators here at this moment who will sus- | 


tain me when I say that, when in caucus and we 
had under consideration this series of resolutions, 


I said, and said it boldly and in plain terms, that | 


if every man from every southern State of this 
Union would come here and say, for the sake of 


peace, If you please, or any other reason, he was | 


willing to abandon his equality, his right in the 
common territory, then, if alone, | would stand 


and protest against it; protest that he had no right | 
to surrender a constitutional right; that none but | 


acoward would do it; thatevery man had a right 
in the common territory; that it was his privilege, 
and he should never surrender it with my permis- 
sion. On the other hand, I said that if every north- 


ern man in the Senate Chamber—nay, but even | 


every northern citizen—ex pressed a desire to sur- 


render his right, his equality, his privilege, to go to | 


theecommon territories with his property, I should 


enter my solemn protest against it, and insist that | 


he had a constitutional right to go there which he 
should never surrender with my consent. Then, 
how any man could assert that I ever entertained 
the opinion that slavery did not need protection 
from aggression, is to me the strangest, falsest 
thingin nature. I said,as { have shown you, that 
I had voted against all amendments, and would 
conuunue to vote against ail amendments, or any 
attempt whatsoever calculated to obstruct the pas- 
sage of the resolutions: for they asserted the right 
ot the people to go to the Territories, asserted the 
power of the court to protect them in the posses- 


ston of their property, and that if the court failed | 


‘o protect them, Congress should afford the neces- 
sary authority to do so. 


ak te 
But, sir, allow me to observe: there was a res- 


olution that | never voted for, and that no man can | 


charge me with ever having voted for. Senators 
Will reeollect—and whoever has read the proceed- 
ings of the Senate will recollect—that an amend- 
ment was offered as a substitute to the fourth res- 
olution, in these words: 


** That the existing condition of the Territories does not 


require the intervention of Congress for the protection of 
property in slaves.’? 


I did not vote for that resolution; but the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee did. Thatamendment was 


sdopted in lieu of the fourth resolution ofthe series || 
hat IT have read, which insured protection to slave | 


property in the Territories. It was adopted not 
entirely by Democratic votes; and that there may 
no mistake, I will read what the Senater fre 


when it was adopted asa substitute for the fourth 
resolution. Among those who voted in the af- 
firmative for reconsideration were Messrs. Ben- 
Jamin, Brown, Cuesnut, Cray, Davis, Firz- 
PATRICK, GREEN, Gwin, Hammonp, Hartwan, 


Hunter, Iverson, Jonnson of Arkansas, and | 


Lane. Among those who voted against it, I find 
Jounson,of Tennessee. I did not vote to continue 
in the series a resolution that refused protection to 


the States that have left us will never return. 
They never ought to return, unless they can have 
the right of equality secured to them by the Con- 
stitution. I claim for my State just that which she 
isentitled to,and nota particle more. I would con- 


| cede to the southern States that to which they are 


entitled, and nota particle more. That they must 
have, or there can be no peace, no union, no har- 
mony, no security, and no perpetuity of this Con- 
federacy. Such amendments to the Constitution, 
securing these objects and principles, are indis- 


| pensable to the maintenance of the Government 


as it was formed. 

Then why notdo right? Why not every south- 
ern man ask just that which he is entitled to, and 
no more? He ought to be content with nothing 


| short of what he is entitled to; and if he be, he is 


| untrue to his section and his constituents; untrue 


to the people whose servant he is; and untrue to 


_ the institutions of the country; for the country 
| can exist only upon the triumph of such princi- 


ples. He who is unwilling to deal fairly by the 
North and the South, is a man who is guilty of 


| shattering and ruining the Confederacy; destroy- 
| ing the peace and harmony and success of this 


all the people in thecommon Territories. Portions || 


of the Journal have been paraded to show the vote 
on Mr. Brown’s amendment to Mr. CLincMan’s 
amendment. I said, in several speeches, that | 
should vote against all amendments, because the 
series had been considered not only here, but ina 
caucus composed of the Democratic Senators of 
this body, and we had agreed to take them as 
a whole, and to vote them through altogether if 
we had the strength to do so. I voted against 


| every proposition to amend. I voted against Mr. 


Brown’s, and | voted against Mr. Ciingman’s, 
and I voted against every other amendment that 


was calculated to weaken orembarrass the passage | 


of the resolutions. Yet lam represented here as 
having voted against affording protection to slave 
property in the Territories! Ll ask again, if any 


| Senator, if any man who can read, can say that 


| the fourth resolution, for which I did vote and for 
which I struggled and contended, does not declare 


| mon Territories of our country. 


that slave property shall be protected in the com- 


I will read it 
again: 


** Resolved, That neither Congress nor a Territorial Le- | 
| gislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation of an 


indirect and unfriendly nature, possess the power to annul 
or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the Uni- 
ted States to takehis slave property into the common ter- 
ritories, but it is the duty of the Federal Government there 
to afford for that, as for other species of property, the need 
ful protection ; andif experience should, at any time, prove 


| that the judiciary does not possess power to insure adequate 


protection, it will then become the duty of Congress to 
supply such deficiency. 

Could anything be stronger? Could any man 
desire a more direct declaration of principles than 
this? Upon the yeas and nays I voted for it. I 
voted against the amendment that was adopted, 
and afterwards reconsidered. How, then, cana 


| man arraign me before the country as having said 


\| do it witha view to the 


mia 


upon oath, on the 25th of May last, that slave 
»yroperty should not be protected in the common 
Territories with other property? I have always 
held that all property should be protected, slave 
as well as other property; that it should have the 
same protection as, and no more protection than, 
any other property. That they do not secure all 
this, is the objection I have to the amendments to 


great experiment of ours. 
The doctrines asserted in the series of resolu- 


| tions offered by Mr. Davis have not been main- 


tained; and, as a consequence, events have since 
transpired detrimental to the public peace and 
welfare of the country, and destructive of its unity. 
The Union has been in fact broken up. But, al- 


| though the ship is wrecked, the principles that 
| guided her survive—live, even in the heart of 


New England. The very doctrines which I have 
enunciated or advocated are laid down in the res- 
olutions of the late Democratic convention of the 
State of Connecticut. I send them to the Secre- 
tary, and request that they be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Democracy of 
Connecticut, in convention assembled, that this Govern 
ment is a Confederacy o: sovereign and independent States, 
based and founded upon the equal rights of each ; and any 
legislation trenching upon the great principle of their equal- 


ity, is a wanton violation of the spirit and letter of the con- 
stitutional compact. 


* Resolved, Thatthe present lamentable condition of the 


| country finds its origin in the unconstitutional acts and sec 


tional spirit of a great northern party, the principles of 
whose organization deny to the people of one class of States 
the enjoyment and exercise of the same political rights 
claimed and demanded by another class of States; thus 
ignoring and destroying the great political truth which is 
the foundation of our Government, and the vital principie 
of the Constitution of the United States. 

** Resolved, ‘That the pernicious doctrine of coercion, in- 
stead of conciliation, to be applied to the seceding States, 
which is now advocated and urged by the leaders of the 
northern sectional party, is utterly at war with the exercise 
of right, reason, matured judgment, and the principles of the 
Constitution of the United States, and should be strongly 
resisted by every lover of our common country, by every 


| well-wisher to the best interests of the human race, as op 


posed to the progress and civilization of the age, as the sure 
precursor of an internecine war, in which would be sacri 
ficed the lives of hundreds of thousands of our fellow. citi 
zens, the expenditure of countless millions of tredsure, the 


|, destruction of the moral and commercial interests of our 
| people; and not only utterly fail of its avowed object, the 


the Constitution proposed by the peace conference. | 


They are ambiguous, loose,and deceptive. I do 
not know that the people can comprehend them. 
There will be no certainty under them; and they 


restoration of the Union, but defeat forever its reconstruc - 
tion. 

* Resolved, That a restoration of good feeling between 
the inhabitants of our common country should be, and is, 
the paramount feeling in every patriotic heart; to that great 
object should be sacrificed sectional prejudice and the spirit 
of partisanship; therefore the Democracy of Connecticut 
earnestly commend to the attention of Congress the prop 


| ositions of the venerable and distinguished Senator from 
| Kentucky; believing that the adoption thereof, or those of 
| a similar character, would greatly conduce to harmonize 
| the opinions of the North and the South, stay the progress 


would, if adopted, result in endless troubles and | 


litigation. I trust no amendments will ever be 
made to the Constitution, unless they are made 


| upon principles of right, justice, and equality, so 


that there can be no mistake in construing them 
hereafter. If we amend the Constitution, let us 
peace of the country, with 
viewso the harmony of the country, with a view 


of secession, and to the reconstruction of a now dissevered 
Union.” 


Mr. LANE. Mr. President, in the State of 
Connecticut the Democracy assert the correct 
principle, and they charge the trouble in the coun- 
try to the right quarter. I stated, on a former 
occasion, that the Democracy of old Connecticut 
would never join the Republican party in any at- 


| tempt to coerce the southern States; and lam now 
| authorized by their own declaration to say again, 


what [ said before, that they, like the Democracy 
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of Oregon and of every other northern State, will 
never join a party that has refused justice; that | 
has refused equality and right; that has refused 
to protect property in the Territories, or wherever 
the jurisdiction of the United States extends, in 
putting down those who contended for their rights 
and for the equality to which they were entided. 
Sir, the lapel Democracy of this country fully 
understand the question, and they assert the right. 

Now, sir, these great principles were not car- 
ried out. The platform on which the Democracy 
»yresented their candidates for Presidentand Vice 
usin’ was not heeded, though based upon the 
Constitution. I will say to the Senator who has | 
boasted of his efforts in Tennessee in behalf of the 
Breckinridge ticket, that I shall notice that here- 
after; but | have only to say now, that, for the | 
sake of the country, | would to God the ticket had 
succeeded. We should then have had those prin- 
ciples indorsed upon which the Government is | 
established, and the country would have been at | 
peace. For that alone I wished it to succeed; 
for, sir, | say in your presence, and in the pres- 
ence of all here, and before the country, that I 
never saw the day when | would have tossed a | 
copper for either the Presidency or Vice Presi- 
dency, unless it could be obtained upon princi- 
ples indispensable to the maintenance of this 
Union. For the sake of the country, then, I say | 
I regret the ticket did not succeed; otherwise, | 
have no feeling about it. 

I will say only a word, now, as to the amend- 
ments proposed to the Constitution. I had the 
pleasure of listening, yesterday, to the distin- 
guished Senator from Kentucky. [| know his pa- 
triotism and his devotion to the Union. I know | 
his willingness to take anything, however small, 
however trifling, however little it might be, that 
would, in his opinion, give peace to the.country. | 
Sir, | am actuated by no such feeling. We should | 
nevercompromise principle nor sacrifice the eternal 
philosophy of jusuce. Whenever the Democratic 
party compromised principle it laid the foundation | 
of future troubles for itself and for the country. | 
When we do, then, amend the Constitution, it 
ought to be in the spirit of right and justice to all | 


men and to all sections. I voted for the Senator’s | 
propositions, and I will do so again, if we can | 
get a vote, because there was something in them; 
something that I could stand by; but there is noth- 
ing in the amendments proposed by the peace con- 
ference. Hg proposed to establish the bee of 36° 
30°, and to prohibit slavery north of it and pro- 


| 
tect it south of it, in all the present territory, or |) 


of the territory to be hereafter acquired. In that | 
proposition there was something like justice and 
right; but there is nothing in the amendments 
proposed by the peace conference that any man, 
north or south, oughttotake. They area cheat; 
they are a deception; they are a fraud; they hold 
outa false idea; and I think, with all due respect 
to the Senator—for I have the highest regard for 
him personally—that he is too anxious to heal the | 
trouble that exists in the country. He had bet- | 
ter place himself upon the right and stand by it. | 
Let him contend, with me, for the inalienable and | 
constitutional rights of every American citizen. | 
Let him beware of ** compromising ’’ away the | 
vital rights, privileges, and immunities of one | 
portion of the ae to appease the graceless, | 
unrelenting, and hostile fanaticism of another por- | 


tion. .Let him jabor with me, to influence every || 


State to mind its own affairs, and to keep the Ter- 
ritories entirely free to the enterprise of all, with 
equal security and protection—without invidious 
distinctions—to the property of every citizen. 
Thus, and only thus, can we have peace, happi- 
ness, and eternal Union. 

Then the Senator from Oregon comes. He | 
talked flippantly about “ his ’’ people and * his ”’ 
State, and what they would do. Mr. President, | 
I have lived a long time in Oregon—longer than | 
that Senator—and I have never claimed that the 
people of Oregon belonged to me. I have never 
assumed to call them **my people.’’ I am their 
servant, and I desire to represent them honestly 
and faithfully, as | have done at all times, and 
under all circumstances. I pledge them to nothing. 
**My State!’ “My people!’ Good God, sir! 
has it come io this, that a Senator who has been 
there but a short time; who can hardly claim a 
residence there; who owns no house or land there; 
who has paid no taxes there, or even worked upon 
the public roads; who was simply imported like | 
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a machine, to political order; who never fought a | 


battle to protect the emigrants and settlers, or to 
prevent the Indians from committing depredations 


and outrages there; should have the assurance to | 


get up in his place in the Senate and claim that 
his ** people’? would trample upon the rights of 
the South, and join with the Senator and his con- 
freres in their fanatical ranks? 


ple of Oregon to nothing. They area free people; 


I pledge the peo- | 


they are agallant people; they are a sensible peo- | 


le; they are a patriotic people. 
eucnae send me toCongress,and I have served 
them faithfully. They are my masters. I shall 
soon be one of them. We shall soon balance ac- 
counts, and I will return and be with them and 
of them—an honest, industrious farmer, as most 
of themare. I shal! pay my taxes, and discharge 
all my duties, as a citizen should; and I will be 
with them whether | am in Congress or out of 
Congress. 

These observations, relative to my colleague, 
have been a deviation from the regular line of my 


They had the | 


argument; but I could not avoid noticing the anx- | 


iety of the Senator from Kentucky to accept any- 


to pledge his people—* my people ’’—to anything 
that he chooses. Now, I know there are many 
tree people in the State of Oregon. They gen- 


erally do as they please. They have no master. | 


| No man owns them; and no man can claim to || 


control them. But this Iam warranted in assert- 


_ing—for I know long, well, and intimately, the | 


gallant men of Oregon—that they will not be found 


ready or inclined, at the Senator’s and his mas- || 


ter’s beck, to imbrue their hands, for a godless 
cause, in fraternal gore. 
Mr President, the principles asserted in the 
resolutions adopted by this Senate, last winter, 
have not been carried out. We see the conse- 
quences. We see a dissevered country and a 
| divided Union. A number of the States have 

gone off, have formed an independent Govern- 
| ment; it is in existence, and the States compos- 
| ing it will never come back to you, unless you 
| say in plain English, in your amendments to the 
Constitution, that every State in the future Union 
has an equal right to the Territories and all the 
protection and blessings of this Government— 
| never! I tell you, sir, although some foolish men 
and some wicked ones may say | am a disunion- 
ist, I am for the Union upon the principles of the 


|| Constitution, and not a traitor. None but a cow- 


_ard will even think me a traitor; and if anybody 
thinks I am, let him test me. This Union could 
exist upon the principles that I have held and that 
are set forth in the Davis resolutions; but upon 
| no other condition can it exist. ‘Then, sir, dis- 
/union is inevitable. It is not going to stop with 
the seven States that are out. No, sir; my word 
for it, unless you do something more than is pro- 
posed in this proposition, Old Virginia will go 
out, too—slothful as she has been, and tardy as 
| she seems in appreciating her own interests and 
| her rights, and kind and generous as she has 
been in inviting a peace congress to agree upon 
measures of safety for the Union. The time will 
,come, however, when Old Virginia will stand 

trifling and chicanery no longer. Neither will 
| North Carolina sufferit. None of the slave States 
| will endure it; for they cannot separate one from 
| the other, and they willnot. They will go out of 
this Union and into one of their own; forming a 


great, homogeneous, and glorious southern con- | 


| 
| 
| federacy. Itis and it has been, Senators, in your 
| power to prevent this; it isand it has been for you 
} 
! 


to say (you might to-day, as it is the last day, say | 


| 80,) whether the Union shall be saved or not. I 
| know that gallant Old Dominion will never put up 
| with less than her rights; and ifshe should, [should 
/ entertain for her contempt. I should feel con- 
tempt for her if she were to ask for anything more 
than her rights; and so I would if she were to put 
up with anything less than her constitutional 
rights. ‘Then, sir, secession has taken place, and 
j it will g° on unless we do right. 

Mr. President, in the remarks which I made 
| on the 19th of December last,in reply to the Sen- 
| ator from Tennessee, I took the ground that a 
; State might rightfully secede from the Union 

when she could no longer remain in iton an equal 
footing with the other States; in other words, 
when her continuance as a member of the Confed- 
eracy involved the sacrifice of her constitutional 
rights, safety, and honor. This right [ deduced 
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| even or itself, a most dange 
1e 


| occasion—referring to this fundamental 


Sener 
ee 


from the theory of equality of the States 
which rests the whole fabric of o : 
tem of government—unrivaled, as it came fr, 

the hands of its illustrious framers—a saan m 
perfect, perhaps, as human wisdom could de as 
securing to all the blessings of civil and rel cm : 
liberty, when rightly understood and gious 
administered; but like all other Gletirtien om 


. ’ upe n 
Ur unrivaled sys. 


ts, and 
. ° ISCrous engin, 
of oppression when, having fallen into the hands 
of persons strangers to its spirit, and unmindfy! 
of the beneficent objects for which it was fron , 
it is perverted from its high and noble bien 
the base uses of a selfish or sectional ambition. = 
a blind and bigoted fanaticism, | said, on i 
of our Government, the equality of the ha 
that ‘as long as this equality be maintained the 
Union willendure, and no longer.”’ | might here 
undertake to enforce, by argumentand the ; : 
ity of writers on the nature and purpose 
Government, this, to me, self-evident 
tion. But I deem it unnecessary to cons 


author- 
sof our 
proposi- 
ume the 


j | time of the Senate in discussing that branch of the 
thing,and the readiness of the Senator from Oregon | 


subject. 

A certain distinguished Senator, [Mr. Tary. 
BULL,]| in language which, though parliamentary 
was not remarkable for good taste, took me i, 
task, a few days ago, for my frequent allusions 
to ** State equality.’’ 1 will not again, if I ean 
help it, incur the displeasure of that Senator by 
referring to a principle of the Constitution which 
he affects to treat as unworthy of being discussed 
or even alluded to in this august body. It may 


be quite unsenatorial for a member of this body 


to refer to a great principle of the Constitution 
If so—and in the judgment of the Senator it seems 
to be so—I have committed a mistake. My ex- 
cuse is, that I forgot at the moment that I was 
speaking since the adoption of the Chicago plat- 
form, which seems, in the opinion of gentlemen 
on the other side, to have superseded the Coust- 
tution. Thope this will be received as’a sufficient 
apology for violating the rules of this body, as un- 
derstood on the Republican side of the Chamber 

1 propose, Mr. President, to confine what | 


| have to say in regard to the right of secession to 
| the question: who must judge whether such right 





| pressed, is held b 
_ part of his dominions. The yoke, once fastened 


| the empire—a great ‘ consolidated 


exists,and when it should be exercised? Accord- 


| ing to the theory of every despotic Government, 


of ancient or modern times, there is no such right 
A province of an empire, how much soever op- 
the oppressor as an integra 


on the neck of the subject, is expected, however 
galling, to be worn with patience and entire sub- 
mission to the tyrant’s will. This is the theory 
of despotism. hat are its fruits? We hav 

seen, in modern times, some of the bloodiest strug- 
gles recorded in history growing out of the asser- 
tion by one party, and the denial by the other, o 
this very right. tienen undertook to * secede 

from the Austrian empire. Her right to do s° 
was denied. She constituted an integral part o! 
** nation, as 
some consider the United States to be. Being an 
integral part of the empire, according to the the- 
ory of the Austrian Governinent, she must sot 
main forever. Austria not having the power t 
enforce an acquiescence in this doctrine, Russia! 
legions were called to her aid; and Hungary, © 
whose gallant struggle for independence the !''- 


erty-loving people of this country looked wits 


'much admiration and sympathy, soon lay pros 


trate and bleeding at the tyrant’s feet. You msy 
call this attempt of Hungary to regain her ide 
pendence revolution. Thatis precisely what Aus 
tria called it. I call it an effort on her part © 
peaceably secede—to peaceably dissolve her eo ; 
nection with a Government which, in her J 
ment, had become intolerably unjust and oppress 
ive. Her oppressors told her it was not her prov" 
ince but theirs, to judge of her alleged grievan’' 
that to acknowledge the right of secession WOU" 
strike a fatal blow at the integrity of the emp\" 
which could be maintained only by enforci's ™ 
perfect obedience of each and every part. sata 
We have, in the recent struggle of the ya 
States, an instructive commentary on the nov 
mooted questions of secession and coercion. |” 
deed, history, through all past ages, Is but a “ 
cord of the efforts of tyrants to prevent the ™ a. 
nition of the doctrine, that a people Pecan 
themselves oppressed might peaceably avs° 
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themselves from allegiance to their oppressors. 
When our Government was formed, our fathers 
fondly thought that they had made a great im- 
provement onthe despotic systems of modern Eu- 
rope. They saw the infinite evil resulting from 
evercing the unwilling obedience of a subject to 
a Government which he abhorred and detested. 
They accordingly declared the great truth, never 
enunciated until then, that ‘* Governments derive 
all their just power from the consent of the gov- 
erned.”’ A Government without such consent 
they held to be a tyranny. 

Now, Mr. President, this brings us to the very 
point in issue. Who is to determine whether this 
consent is given or withheld? Must it be de- 
termined by the ruler? If so, the proposition just 
stated isan absardity. Clearly it was the mean- 
ing of those who enunciated this great truth, that 


the subjects of a Government have the right to | 


declare or withhold their consent; otherwise no 
such right exists. They, and they only, must 
judge whether their rights are protected or vio- 


lated. If protected, every consideration of interest | 


and safety impels them to consent to live under 
a Government which secures the blessings they 
desire. If, on the other hand,in their judgment, 
their most sacred rights are violated, interest and 


honor, and the instinct of self-preservation, all || 


conspire to impel them to withhold their consent; 


which being withheld, the Government, so far as | 


they are concerned, ceases. 

Here | would call the attention of the Senate to 
the first of the Kentucky resolutions of 1798-99, 
written by Mr. Jefferson, in which he says dis- 
tinetly, that the parties to a political compact must 
judge for themselves of the mode and measure of 
redress, when they consider the compact violated 
and their rights invaded: 

“ Resolved, That the several States composing the Uni- 
ted States of America, are not united on the principle of 
unlimited submission to their General Government; but 
that by compact, under the style and title of a Constitution 
for the United States, and of amendments thereto, they 
constituted a General Government for special purposes, 
delegated to that Government certain definite powers, re- 
serving, each State to itself, the residuary mass of right to 
their own self government; and that whensoever the Gen- 
eral Government assumes undelegated powers, its acts are 
unauthoritative, void, and of no torce ; that to this compact 
each State acceded as a State, and is an integral party; 
that this Government, created by this compact, was not 
made the exclusive or final judge of the extent ef the pow- 
ers delegated to itself, since that would have made its dis- 
cretion, and not the Constitution, the measure of its power: 
but that, as in all other cases of compact among parties 
having no common judge, each party has an equal right to 


judge tor itself, as well of intractions as of the mode and 
measure of redress.’? 


Here Mr. Jefferson asserts thataState aggrieved 
shall judge not only of the mode, but the measure 
ofredress. Is this treason? If the measure of 
redress extends to secession, how can the Senator 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jounson] do less than de- 
nounce the great apostle of liberty—as Mr. Jeffer- 
son has been called—a traitor? 

No less clear and explicit on this point, is the 
language of Mr. Madison. g 
committee to whonpthe subject was referred—the 
resolutions having been returned by several of the 
States—he says in his report: 

“Tt appears to your committee to be a plain principle, 
founded in common sense, illustrated by common practice, 
and essential to the nature of compacts, that where resart 
can be had to no tribunal superior to the authority of the 
parties, the parties themselves must be the rightful judges, 
in the last resort, whether the bargain made has been pur- 
sued or violated. The Constitution of the United States 
Was formed by the sanction of the States, given by each in 
ils sovereign capacity. It adds to the stability and dignity, 
as Well as to the authority, of the Constitution, that it rests 
on this legitimate and solid foundatien. The States, then, 

‘ing the parties to the ceustitutional compact, and in their 
aay ereign capacity, it follows, of necessity, that there can 
am no tibunal above their authority, to decide, in the last 
2 Sort, whether the compact made by them be violated, and 
denna tiuently that, as the parties to it, they must themselves 
e cide, in the last resort, sueh questions as may be of suffi- 
clent magnitude to require their interposition.”’ 

In the remarks which I made on the 19th of 
ecember last, I referred to the fact that Virginia, 

h accepting the Constitution, declared that the 
powers granted under that instrument ‘* being de- 


rived from the people of the United States, ma 
resumed by them whensoever the same shall 
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| in other words, he was a lunatic, 


| youth. 
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be perverted to their injury or oppression.”’ I 
referred, also, to the fact that New York had 
adopted the Constitution upon the same condition 
and with the same reservation. I may here quote 


| the language of Mr. Webster, distinctly ‘Yrecog- 


nizing the right of the people to change their Gov- 
ernment whenever their interest or safety require 
it. He says: 

* We see, therefore, from the commencement of the Gov- 


ernment under which we live, down to this late act of the 
State of New York”’— 
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the revenue in the ports of the seceded States. 
To say nothing of the justice or injustice of the 
attempt so to do, Lask Senators from the North 
and the Senator from Tennessee, will & pay? 
Will it not be a declaration of war against the 
seceding States, involving the people of all the 
States in a long and bloody conflict, ruinous to 
both sections? Are their ethics not the ethics of 
the school-boy pugilist, ** Knock the chip off my 


| shoulder?’’ 


To which he had just referred— 


“one uniform current of law, of precedent, and of practice, 
ali going to establish the point that changes in Government | 
are to be brought about by the willof the people, assembled | 
under such legislative provisions as may be necessary to 
ascertain that will truly and authentically.”’ 


If the people of a State, believing themselves | 
independent of thatto which they formerly owed 


allegiance, and the latter interferes with the move- 
ment, and employs force to prevent such a con- 


| eral authority. 
ongue’ undertake to establish a Government, || 


One of the framers of the Constitution, whose 
expositions of that instrument all classes, all par- 
ties, have heretofore received, and still receive, 
or pretend to receive, with profound deference and 
respect, has left on record his views of the injus- 
tice, impracticability, and inefficacy of force as a 
means of coercing States into obedience to Fed- 
The subject being under consid- 


| eration in the convention which framed the Con- 


summation, no one who acknowledges the great || 


truth that the basis of all free government is the 
** consent of the governed,”’ will deny that such 
interference is an act of usurpation and tyranny. 
Those only who borrow their ideas of political 
justice from the despotic codes of Europe, and are 
more imbued with the spirit of Metternich and 
Bomba than of Jefferson and Madison, willattempt 
to justify, palliate, or excuse such violation of the 
sacred rights of the people. I have observed that 
often the noisiest champions of popular rights are 
the first to trample those rights under foot. The 
word ‘* freedom”’ is continually onthe tongues of 
entlemen on the other side of the Chamber; and 
believe the Senator from Tennessee has been | 
suspected of a decided leaning to agrarianism, so | 
zealous has he been in advocating the rights, so | 
entirely devoted is he to the interests, of the ** dear 


people.’’ But now, when the people of the seced- || 


ing States have pronounced, in tones of thunder, | 
the fiat which absolves them from allegiance to a 
Government which they no longer respect or love, 
these same gentlemen all lift their Sania in horror, 
roll up the whites of their eyes, as did old Lord | 
North many years ago, and exclaim ‘* Treason!” | 


**Treason!’’ Then, boiling with patriotic rage, || 


they rise up and declare that ‘‘ this treason must 
be punished; the laws must be enforced.’’ His- | 
tory tells us that this was the language of King | 
George and Lord North when the colonies re- | 
nounced their allegiance to the mother country. | 
The former of these worthies, we are told, spent | 
much of his life in a state of mental darkness— | 
The other re- | 
ceived from nature a narrow intellect, and inher- | 
ited prejudices common to the aristocracy of that 
period and of all other periods of the world’s his- | 
tory. Their errors were the natural offspring of 
incapacity and the false teaching received in their | 
While, therefore, we cannot admire or | 
approve their conduct, these circumstances incline 
us more to sorrow than to anger, disarm our re- 
sentment, and dispose us to forgive what, under 
other circumstances, would deserve the severest 
censure. 

But what excuse can we find for tie peculiar 
champions of popular rights in this Chamber; | 
these zealous servants of the people, forever ring- | 


ing in our ears ‘* Let the voice of the people be 
heard; respect the will of the people; vor populi 
vor Dei!’ Sir, l say, too, let the voice of the peo- 
ple be heard and respected. And I think, for the 
sake of consistency with all my past professions 
as a Democrat, | am bound to respect the declared | 
will of the sovereign States which, for reasons 
asmemggens 5 to themselves, have seceded from the 
Union and established a separate and independ- 
ent government, Whatever the causes may have | 
been which impelled them to a separation from 

the other States, 1 am bound to respect the ex- 

pression of their sovereign will; and [ heartily 

reprobate the policy of attempting to thwart that 

will under the pretense of *‘ punishing treason”’ 

and ‘‘enforcing the laws.’’ Weare told that the | 
design is to attem))t nothing more than to collect | 


stitution— 


‘“* Mr. Madison observed, that the more he reflected on 
the use of force, the more he doubted the practicability, the 
justice, and the efficacy of it, when applied to people col- 
lectively, and not individually. A Union of the States con 
taining such an ingredient, seemed to provide for its own 
destruction. The use of force against a State would look 
more like a declaration of war than an infliction of pua 
ishment, and would probably be considered by the party at 
tacked as a dissolution of all previous compacts by which 
it might be bound. He hoped that such asystem would be 
framed as might render this resource unnecessary, and 
moved that the clause be postponed.’’—Madison Papers, 
Debates inthe Federal Convention, vol. 5, p. 140. 


Among the statesmen of the Revolution—those 


| who participated in the formation of our Govern- 





ment—there was no one who had such exalted 
notions of the power and dignity of the Federal 
Government, as the great Hamilton. He wasa 
consolidationist. The advocates of coercion might 
naturally expect to obtain ‘*aid and comfort”’ 
from the recorded declarations of one of his pe- 
culiar political faith. But an examination of his 
writings will show, that instead of favoring co- 
ercion, instead of being the advocate of force, he 
was the advocate of leniency and conciliation to- 


| wards refractory States, and deprecated a resort 


to force as madness and folly. He said, ina 


debate on this subject: 


‘It has been observed, to coerce the States is one of the 
maddest projects that was ever devised. A failure of com 
pliance will never be confined to a single State. This be 
ing the case, can we suppose it wise to hazard a civil war? 
Suppose Massachusetts, or any large State, should refuse, 
and Congress should attempt to compel them, would they 
not have influence to procure assistance, especially frou 
those States which are in the same situation as themselves ? 
What picture does this idea present to our view? A com- 
plying State at war with a non-complying State ; Congress 
marching the troops of one State into the bosom of another ; 
this State collecting auxiliaries, and forming, perhaps, a 
majority against its Federal head. Here is a nation at war 
with itself. Can any reasonable man be well disposed to- 


| wards a Government which makes war and carnage the only 


| page 7, Jefferson is 


means of supporting itself—a Government which can exist 
only by the sword? Every such war must involve the in 
nocent with the guilty. This single consideration should 
be sufficient to dispose every peaceable citizen against such 
a Government.”’—Elliot’s Debates, vol. 2, p. 233. 

I might cite other authorities on this point But 
these areenough. Ifthe great names of Madison 
and Hamilton coms not sufficient weight to restrain 
the madness of those who urge a coercive policy 
against the seceding States, then, indeed, I see no 
escape from that most dreadful of all calamities 
which can befall a nation—civil war. If those in 
this Chamber who talk so flippantly of war, had 
seen, as it has been my lot to see, some of its 
actual horrors, they might, perhaps, heed the 
warnings and respect the counsels of the sages 
and patriots whose language I have quoted. They 
would at least refrain from ungenerous insinua- 
tions against the patriotism of those northern 
Democrats, who, like myself, reprobate the policy 
of coercion as destructive of the peace, the pros- 
perity, and happiness of every part of the country, 
north as well as south. 

But to return to the remarks of the Senator from 
Tennessee. In the pamphlet report of his speech, 
quoted; but the concluding 


| part of the quotation 1s repeated in the Globe re- 


| 


portand not in that ofthe pamphlet. That partis: 


“When two parties make a compact, there results to 
each a power of compelling the other to execute it.” 
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Jefferson is 
fed 
deli Sut the citation is unfgrtunate 
for Senator from Tennessee. He had just 
previously asserted that Vermontand other States 
had, by personal liberty bills, violated the Const- 
tution. Well; can he tell us how Virginia and 
South Carolina could enforce the Constitution on 
Vermont in that respect? It cannot be done. 
What follows? Why,as Mr. Webster said at 
Capon Springs, ‘a compact broken by one party 
is broken as toall.’’ Hence, according to the doc- 
trines of Jefferson and Webster as to the actual 
ease which, according to the Senator, has occurred, 
the compact having been broken, the southern 
States have a right to retire—are absolved from 
further obligations under the constitutional com- 
pact. ; 

Again: at page 9 of his pamphlet, the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee asserts the identity of the seces- 
sion of a State with the whisky insurrection in 
Pennsylvania. ,My God! Mr. President, what 
can | say to a man that likens the secession of a 
State to the whisky insurrection? What argu- 
ment can you make that would reach such a Sen- 
ator as this? How can you approach his intel- 
lect? How can you get at his understanding? 
A Senator upon your floor likens the solemn 
action, the sovereign action of a State in her 
sovereign capacity, to the whisky insurrection 
that occurred in Pennsylvania in Washington’s 
time; an insurrection against the laws of the State 
when it was attempted to collect revenue, ‘The 
Governor called on General Washington, then 
President of the United States, for aid in suppress- 
ing the insurrection and enforcing the laws; and 
the Senator likens that to the action of a State in 
her sovereign capacity, withdrawing from the 
Union, meeting in convention and dissolving her 
connection with her former confederates. Having 
done this, having passed an ordinance of seces- 
sion, her delegates go home; no Governor cails 
upon the President for aid to put down the insur- 
rection or rebellion, for rebellion or insurrection 
there were none. It was not insurrection; it was 
not rebellion; it was the solemn act of sovereign 
States in theirsovercign capacities; and the Senator 
gets up and likens their action to the whisky insur- 
rection in Pennsylvania! He tells us that he 
thinks one ought to be put down as well as the 
other; but he does not call this coercion; it is only 
the execution of the laws. All the powers of the 
Government, he holds, must be used in enforcing 
the laws; the laws must be enforced whether the 
State has seceded or not; whether she is in the 
Union or outof the Union, Well, sir, lam not 
inclined to argue with a Senator confessedly in- 
capable of discriminating between an insurrection 
ina State and the secession of a State. I will 
merely add, parenthetically, that ifthe newallies 
of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee had, as good 
citizens in the previous past, been obedient to the 
laws instead of having openly violated them, there 
would now be no necessity of their enforcement 
by war and extermination against men loyal and 
brave as ever existed, 

He then goes on to assert that the case of South 
Carolina nullification was identical in principle 
with the whisky insurrection; and as the first was 
quelled by General Washington, by a display 
of military force, so the latter was by General 
Jackson. 

Now, sir, I will tell you what I think. When- 


here quoted to show that the Con- 
ration has a power to enforce its articles on 
quent States. 
the 


days to disgorge, he never has a correct idea of 
what he has been cogitating. He fails to compre- 
lend the simplest problem. 

South Carolina passed an ordinance to nullify 
the tariff laws on and after a certain day. Did 
General Jackson undertake to enforce those laws 
on or after thatday? No; he approved and signed 
a bill passed by Congress before that day arrived, 
repealing those laws and adopting the very princi- 
ples of revenue contended for by South Carolina. 
So that, as there was no resemblance in the cases, 


there was none in the adjustment. The State pre 


vailed. Coercion may have been contemplated by 
ward underwent a radical change. Every man 
who is well acquainted with the history of the 
country knows that he never would have struck 
a blow; he never would have fired a gun. 
heart had relented after he had made his procla- 
mation. He had approved the law,and then sent 


His | 


. 


a commission, as we all know, to South Caro- 
lina, to use all possil 


he never would have used it, in my judgment. 

Sull denying that he is for coercion, the Senator 
proceeds to assert that what South Carolina has 
done is treason;and treason, we know, is punish- 
able with death. And yet he proposes to make 
us believe that to inflict death on a people is not 
coercing them. 

As to the argument founded on the purchase of 
Louisiana, Florida, California, and the cession of 
the ground on which the Federal forts stand—that 


secession cannot be resorted to as applicable to | 


them—the simple answer is, that the right of se- 


cession being fundamental and paramount, ail | 
those ‘Territories and sites of forts have been ac- | 


nd in buying, acquiring, orannexing Territories 
or people, it must always be done subject to the 
first principles of our Government, for they are 


é 


ey subject to that right,and must abide by it. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


‘then his ery. 
| giving away all the public lands; 


| cism that has been rolling over the 


more precious than even the golden sands of Cal- |) 


ifurnia, or the sugar islands of the West Indies. 
But the Senator does not avoid the difficulties 
he refers to by denying the right of secession, for 
they would all result, and with tenfold aggrava- 
tion, from his principle of the right of revolution. 
For, as that is a right involving force, each party 
would, of course, seek foreign alliances, and that 
would bring the armies and navies of Europe to 
our shores. Is that the grand result of his policy, 
which he says is not coercion, but only the exe- 
cution of the laws? Why, the policy of the Sen- 


ator does not rise one degree above that of the | 


most servile and barbarous Government. 
execution of the laws, as he proposes, is only the 
collection of tribute by force from a conquered 
people. ‘That is the Turkish system. 

I might say here, Mr. President—for there are 
gentlemen now on this floor that know it as well 
as myself—I have seen this policy of collecting 
tribute carried out on the Pacific coast. 
pened once to be present when a great Indian 
tribe came and demanded the tribute it had re- 
ceived annually from the Umpqua people. I saw 
the process of collection. The chief went all over 
the country. He divided his bands and sent them 
to every village and forced them to pay the amount 


of tribute that he desired; and when they failed | 


to pay it, he carried the delinquents away, and 
reduced them to slavery. 1] witnessed that myself, 


| The idea of the Senator collecting tribute or taxes 
| or revenue from the States that have seceded from 


this Union is not one iota above the barbarous 
policy of the Clickitats. 

Such is the grand result at which a Senator of 
the United States from a southern State has ar- 
rived, backed by the anti-slavery universal-equal- 
ity peace-loving and super-enlightened Repub- 
lican organization! 

Waiving, now, Mr. President, the references 
made by the Senator to the extravagant and in- 
temperate expressions of a very few persons in 
the seceding States, and to which I might oppose 
those of a multitude of presses and distinguished 
men in the North, [ come to meet his demand to 
learn the wrongs inflicted on the South. He, him- 
self, admits that the Constitution has been tram- 
»led under foot by many of the northern States. 

s not that enough? No, he says; he will ap- 
proach them in a proper manner and request them 
to abstain. Well, sir, have they not been re- 


quested and urged for more than ten years to ab- 
ever it takes a man six weeks to study, and two | 


stain? How have these requests been treated? 
They have been met by further outrages. What 
new process of request, of persuasion, of entreaty, 


has the Senator discovered that is to stay the tor- | 
Is he so profound, | 


rent and turn back the tide? 
so conciliatory, so mighty a master of magic, as 


to be able to say to the advancing flood of fanati- 


| cism, ** Thus far and no further shalt thou come; | 


and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?’ He 
_ has been in public life for several years. What 


has been his success in this undertaking? Why, | 


the thing has been continually getting worse; and 
are we to inter, from his failures thus far, that he 


' | is to lead us to future success and safety ? 
General Jackson at first, but his opinions after- |) 


I have had the honor of knowing the honorable 
Senator for ten years, and 1 have never known 


him to try to do anything but to give away the 


public lands, and he has not even succeeded in 
doing that. I recollect the impression he made 


|} on my mind whea I first heard him advocate the 


|| so-called homestead bill. 


He will pardon me for 


The | 


I hap- || 











| mentioning it with all respec 
ile means to avert bloodshed. |! 
“If the question had to be decided by the bayonet, 


| like the South, numerically inferior to t} 





March 2. 


t. | was then a D 
It was ona hot summer day, in the H 
of Representatives, and there was the disti; we 
Senator, with his sleeves rolled up, deliy. ae he 
self of a flaming and characteristic speech aT _ 
for the landless and homes for the homele 


The Senator has no 


egate, 


wh hc 


ess”? was 
U succeeds d 


neither } 


been fortunate in staying this torrent of “4 


Nat. 
I am afraid he cannot. Iam willing sant = 
the balance of his life to work in, and a 
may succeed in rolling it back. | hope oP be 
have better success than he has had in ¢; ae 
the country of its public lands, and giyine thee 
away to those that donotdeserve them. « Land 
for the landless, and homes for the home “on 
been his constant cry. 
sut while, in one part of his speech, he g 

tinctly charges on the Northa trampling of he 
Constitution under foot, in another part “tum 
to the South, he exclaims: ‘* Why should oe 
out of the Union; have we anything to fear? Wi 
are we alarmed about??? What, sir! 


see 1931 
less! lag 


ing 
ry 


' 


a peoy e 
7 7 : 1€If ASSo- 
clate section in the same Government, have not). 
ing to fear from trampling on the Constitution 
the only defense in that Government for ma 
ity against the majority! 

Sut let us be more specific. Let us answer the 
oft-repeated question as to what the South com- 
plains of, and what she fears. 

She complains, then: 

1. That, having $4,000,000,000 of property in 
slaves, and $4,000,000,000 more of real and per- 
sonal property connected with it, the right tot! 
property, and the protection thereof, are denied 
by the party that now, under the forms of th 
Constitution, claims the control of the comm 
Government. 

2. That having an immense interest in the com- 
mon territory of the Union, not only as to is 
market value, but as to the right of oceupati 
and settlement, that party now claiming the Gov- 
ernment has distinctly pronounced for its coniis- 
cation, unless the southern emigration shall re- 
nounce their own institutions, and adopt those of 
the North—and this with the avowed design and 
inevitable effect of overthrowing, gradually, the 
entire system of southern property, prosperity, 
and civilization. 

3. That the plainest stipulations of the Consti- 
tution for the restitution of slave property has 


a miinor- 


| been ——— set at naught by the action of 
|| State 


egislatures, and a perverted public senti- 
ment in the free States. 

4. That, while anti-slavery new States are form- 
ing rapidly to be admitted into this Union, States 
like their own are to be excluded altogether hiere- 
after; and they hold that if such States as theirs 
have no right to be admitted among us, there 
would be no honor nor safety in their remaining 
any longer. ; 

5. That, in consequence of the intense and fa- 
natical hostility that prevails in the North against 
their institutions, many zealots from that region, 
abusing the freedom of intercourse which the 
present Union affords, have been, and are now, 
going among them to stir up insurrection, thus 
destroying their property, and endangering te 
safety of their homes, theig families, and their 
firesides. r 

And in this place—having shown to the Sen 
tor from Tennessee what are the complaints o! 
the South—it is proper to refer to an article of the 
treaty for the cession to us of Louisiana, whieh 
the Senator cites to prove that, somehow or ore r 
the people of that State have less right tan 
those of the original States. I have already aa 
swered that argument. But this very third art ‘ 
which he quotes, while it does not avail him, 
shows specifically that the people of Louisiana 
had a special treaty right, besides the consi" 
tional one, to go with their property nto the ne 
ritories; the right now denied by the Chicago p 
form. The article says: 


“The inhabitants of the ceded territory wr a 4 
porated into the Union of the United States, aed Pe 
as soon as possible, according to the principles o! oie 
eral Constitution, to the enjoyment of the ee a 
tages, and immunities of citizens of the United States 5" 
in the mean time, they shall be maintained and ae she 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, propery, *°" ° 
religion they profess.”? 


Now, before Arkansas was admitted, her peo 
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vmigrating with their property to any of the Loui- 
ejana territory north of 36° 30’. And when the 
tr atv of 1803 was made, all Louisiana territory 
‘f migrating from one part of it to another with 
slaves; . 
erted in this country to exclude slavery, from 
ny part of it; so that the people of Louisiana 
have a peculiar right, or aspecial provocation, to 
sect de. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Tennessee 
complains of my remarks on his speech. Hecom- 
plains of the tone and temper of what I said. He 
complains that I replied at all, as Iwasa northern 
Senator. Mr. President, | am a citizen of this 
Union, and a Senator of the United States. 
residence is in the North, but I have never seen 
the day, and [ never shall, when I will refuse 
just e as r adily to the South as to the North. 1 
know nothing bat my country, the whole coun- 
try, the Constitution, and. the equality of the 
States—the equal right of every man in the com- 
mon territory of the whole country; and by that 
I shall stand. 

The Senator complains that I replied at all, as 
I was a northern Senator, and a Democrat whom 
he had supported at the last election for a high 
Now, ! was, as 1 stated at the time, sur- 
prised at the Senator’s speech—because 1 under- 
stood it to be for coercion, as | think it was by 
almost everybody else except, as we are now told, 
by the Senator himself; and IL still think it amount- 
ed toa coercion speech, notwithstanding the soft 
and plausible phrases by which he describes it—a 
speech for the execution of the laws and the pro- 
tection of the Federal property. Sir, if there is, as 
| contend, the right of secession, then, whenevera 
State exercises that right, this Government has no 

iWs li that State to execute, nor has it any prop- 
ertyinany suck State thatcan be protected by the 
power of this Government. In attempting, how- 
ever, to Substitute the smooth phrases of ‘* exe- 
cuung the Jaws’ and ** protecting public prop- 
erty’? for coercion, for civil war, we have an 
nportant concession, t. e., that this Government 
dare not go before the people with a plain avowal 
of ts real purposes, and of their consequences. 
No, stir; the policy 1s to inveigle the people of the 
North into civil war, by masking the design in 
smooth and ambiguous terms. But the Senator 

surprised that [,as a northern Senator, should 
have replied to himatall. It was because I was 
astonished that he, as a southern Senator, should 
niake the speech he did. He is surprised that I, 
as a Democrat, should reply to him. It was 
because | was mortified that he, as a Democrat, 
should make the speech he did. 

But in the very close of his speech, he referred 
io the northern Democrats, of whom I am one, 
and complimented us on our defense of southern 
rights, and urged that we should not be deserted 
by the secession of our southern friends. But 
then he left the inference very clear that we were 
toaid this Government, soon to be Black Repub- 
lican, In enforcing the laws against what | believe 
to be the constitutional rights of the southern 
seceding States. Sir, 1 thought no time was to 


otice,. 


. were, by the compromise of 1820, cut off from 


.s slaveholding, and the right was undisputed | 


nor was there any pretense of right as- || 


My | 


be lost in giving him and the country notice that | 
we would do no such thing; that we were not | 


going to be the tools, the hangmen, or the execu- 


loners of brethren for the gratification of fanat- |! 


ies; that we would not be their allies, or his allies, | 


in the Incendiary and unnatural scheme of deso- 


lating the South, our fellow-men and fellow-Dem- | 


ocrats. As for the services which the Senator 
from Tennessee parades and recites, in the late 
presidential canvass in his State, so far as they 
were rendered to our party, or in any degree for 
my personal benefit, lam duly grateful; but I must 
be permitted to say, thatif in his speeches in that 
contest he advanced such doctrines as he now 
Prociaims, 1 am not so much surprised that we 
Were defeated in that State. And as for the inti- 
mation of the Senator, that in replying to him 
the other day 1 acted at the instance of other 


Senators 
Senators here, or persons elsewhere, or that I had 


any understanding or concert with them, it is ut- 
erly unfounded, 

Now, sir, | want it distinctiy understood, as I 
ave already shown, that during the last session 
| Stood firmly by the Davis resolutions. I voted 
“sunst every amendment. I voted against an 
amendment that he voted for L 


| it was partial, and did not do justice. That Sena- | 


tor, with those declarations before him, supported 


ought not to have deceived the people, or him- 
self, and it was not my faultif he did; for he saw 
published in every paper here a telegraphic dis- 
patch from me to one of the delegates from Ore- 
| gonat Charleston, during the sitting of the Charles- 

ton convention. He asked me what Oregon should 

do; and in that dispatch | told him to go with the 
| States that stood by the Constitution; to stand by 
them to the last. ‘That was the basis on which I 
stood. 


I said in that dispatch; he knew what I said in 
my speeches, and in the letter accepting the nom- 
ination. If he told the people that I was in favor 
of submitting to the rule of a party that would 
refuse justice and equality in this country, he de- 
ceived the people. contend for the right, and 
vill not submit to wrong. If the Senator, in his 
| speeches in ‘Tennessee, represented me as a sub- 
missionist to a wrong,.to injury, to inequality, he 
presented me inacowardly position, that | would 
| not occupy for any consideration. 1 speak for 
myself. I say itis a position 1 would never oc- 
cupy in Tennessee, Oregon, or anywhere else. | 
intend to stand by the right. If every man in 
every State should be servile enough to refuse to 
contend for their rights, | alone will contend for 
all they are entitled to; nothing more and nothing 
less. 

The Senator on that occasion looked at me, 
pointed in my direction, and made remarks not 
becoming a Senator—remarks that have been too 
often made on this floor, and that no gentleman 
| ever would make. He said he had struck treason 
a blow. j 
struck treason a blow! To whom did he allude? 
He said he saw the commotion on this side of the 
House; he saw the books being brought in; he 
| saw that I was to reply to him. Sir, if the word 

‘treason ’? was to be applied by him or any other 
| man to me, | would say, you are a coward that 
cannot maintain it. Sir, Leannotexpress my con- 
tempt of the man who would so insinuate, even 
in thought. A drop of treason never ran in my 
veins. Atan hour’s notice, when working ina 
cornfield for the support of my family, when | 
_ heard that Indiana had been called on for troops, 
| L offered my services; and I did not look upon 

my family trom ten minutes after | had received 
the notice until Ll had gone through bloody battles; 
until I had carried home with me evidence of my 
| devotion to the Union. Does the Senator dare 

to charge treason upon me? I think not; for no 
| gentleman would have the temerity to do it. | 
might go on and say that I entered that service as 
a private, with my knapsack on my back, and I 
came home out of the service with the rank of 
Major General in the Army. I earned it on the 
battle field. On the battle field I lost almost the 
| last drop of my blood without a murmur, in the 
| service of my country. Who, then, is he that 
| would dare have the brazen effrontery to charge 


I have loved from my infancy, which my father 
| fought for, and which I have never failed to fight 
for myself? Ll never will fail to meet the foe of my 


Though my arm is not as strong as it once was, 
though my limbs may not be now supple or elastic 
asin youth, lam yet able, when my country shall 
need my services, to offer them; and I shall be 
the first to do it on any just occasion; but never 
against one of the States of this Union who has 
left it because justice has been denied to her. No, 
| sir; never! 

| ‘Then, sir, whom could the Senator from Ten- 
nessee refer to. Could he allude to my friend 
| Davis? Sir, 1 saw kim on the battle field. 
| looking right in his face when he was wounded. 
I saw a shudder pass over him as the bullet struck 
him, precisely at the side-end of his spur, and 
passed through the center of his heel. There was 
perceptible simply a shudder; but not a murmur; 





| of the enemy or the flag, but struggied on through 
| the battle to the end, following the glorious stars 
| and stripes, that embiem of the Union, that em- 

blem of the Constitution, that emblem of protec- 


| tion to every State of the Confederacy under the | 


just a shudder for the instant, when struck by the | 
bullet; but never, fora moment, did he lose sight | 


the ticket on which | ran in Tennessee. He | 


The Senator knew what I said here; he | 
knew the nature of my votes here; he knew what | 
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and yet upon this floor there are some base enough 
to allude to him asa traitor. Mr. President, . 
have not words to express my contempt for any 
man that can apply such aterm to such a man as 
Jerrerson Davis. Jerrerson Davis a traitor! 
Treason applied to him! He, the purest and 
bravest of patriots! He fought for his flag and 


| country when thecowards and poltroons that now 


dare villify him were supine at home. He will 
live glorious in history when they are earth and 
forgotten. Sir, this **treason’’ of our seceding 
brethren does not fall within the definition given 
by Hudibras to that crime; for the South flourishes 
and prospers. The people who have seceded from 
the Union, and have formed a government of their 
own, are charged with treason. I will tell gentle- 
men they will have more than ordiaury difficulty 
to contend with when they invade the rights of 
that government. Butto proceed with my argu- 
ment. 

Now, sir, in reference to that speech of the Sen- 


| ator, it was, as | regard it, an unnatural speech. 


It was a bad speech; and did more to strengthen 
the Black Republican party than all the speeches 


| of all the Senators on the other side of the Cham- 


| ber during this session. 


But for that speech, we 


| should have had a settlement of the difficulty be- 


fore this. It went to the country, and made the 
people believe that the ** giant’’ Senator from Ten- 
nessee was for coercion. It was complimented 
and eulogized by the Republican press, and in 


| pamphlet form circulated by hundreds of thou- 


me with treason to my country—a country which | 


country, or to bleed in her cause, while lam able. || tion which was unsatisfactory and inadequate— 


I was | 


, because I believed || Constitution, as gallantly as ever did mortal man; || 


The mighty Senator from Tennessce || 


sands throughout the North. And the distin- 
guished Senator from New York speaks of him 
as the ** noble’? Senator from Tennessee. Noble 
for what? Noble for his abandonment of the 
rights of the States; noble for the abandonment 
of the rights of his section; noble for aiding and 
assisting a party who refuse justice to the citizens 
of the South? 

sut the Senator from Tennessee proceeded with 
an air and tone of great triumph to bring forward 


| my vote on the amendments proposed to the Davis 


| forward and provide that protectio 


| has happened since that day? 


resolutions, I think I have said al! that it is ne- 
cessary for me to say upon that subject. [ have 
shown that I voted for them under all circum- 
stances, and against every amendment. Those 
resolutions assert the rightof property in the Ter- 
ritories, and that when the courts fail to afford 
protection, then itis the duty of Congress to come 
1 wished to 
put slave property upon the same footing as other 
property. ‘That is where [ then stood, where I 
now stand, and where I intend to stand. The Sen- 
ator asks, with a kind of triumphant air, what 
Mr. President, I 
have said that I have done all in my power, by 
standing firm to the resolutions agreed to by the 
Democratic party, to afford protection, The Sen- 


| ator misrepresented my vote on those resolutions. 
| | never voted against the Davis resolutions, nor 


did their substitute ever come up as a separate 
proposition, It was an amendment te one of that 
series of resolutions | voted against; and I would 
vote against anything and everything that would 
embarrass their passage, for they contained just 
what I thought was right, and just what he did 
not vote for; but, as | have already shown, he 
voted to substitute instead thereof a proposi- 


neither satisfactory to me, to the Democratic 


masses and Representatives, nor to the South. 


The Senator from Tennessee, with great ex- 
ultation, asks, if protection was not necessary 
then, what has happened since io make it so, and 
to break up the Union for the want of it? What 


| has happened since? Why,athing has happened 


| that never happened before. 


The denial of any 


| and all protection to slave property in any and in 


all the territory; the denial of the right to take 
slave property to any of them has been proclaimed 
and atlirmed at the bailot-box by a majority of 
the States and a majority of the danced votes of 
this Union. And yet the Senator has the cool- 
ness to ask what has happened, and to make merry 
with the question, and have the sympathetic mer- 
iment of the Republican Senators. What has 
happened? Why, the thing has happened that 
has been three times before attempted, and three 
times before failed; the first attempt having en- 


| dangered the formation of the Union, and the 


second and third its continuance. The first at- 
tempt was made in 1784, to exclude slavery from 
all the Territories, It was abandoned in 1787 by 
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excluding it only from the territory northwest of || hear not the things that pertain to her temporal 
salvation. 


the Ohio, leaving it to colonize that portion south- 
west of that river, 


attempted in 1820, as to the territory acquired 


The same thing was again | 


from Louisiana; and after a terrible agitation, was || 


abandoned by adopting the Missouri line. The 
third attempt was made in 1850, as to the territory 
acquired from Mexico; and then also the Union 


narrowly escaped destruction; but the compro- | 


mise measures were adopted. And now it comes 
again, but in a more formidable way than ever. 
A President has been elected on that issue; for 
the first time the people of the North, after all 


previous compromises and warnings, have voted | 


on the question, and every northern State has 
pronounced for the spoliation; and there stood 
the Senator from Tennessee and asked, with an 
air of triumphant ignorance and exulting stupid- 
ity, what has happened ? 


Oh! but we are told that although the people of 
the North have so voted, and so elected, and || 


thereby are about to seize the gigantic power of 
this Government to acomplish the flagitious de- 
sign, they nave notaccomplished it yet. We must 
wait for the overt act! 

What! if a man preclaims his intention to burn 
my barn, and I see him approach with a lighted 
torch, am I to wait for the overt act? If some 
military chieftain was about to bombard this splen- 
did edifice, and had drawn out his artillery to lay 
these marble columns in ruins, and level yon 
proud dome with the ground, must we wait for 
the thing to be done? Bat if there are some peo- 
ple not quite so blind as not to see what has hap- 
pened, and not quitesso servile or so base as to 
wait until that still more splendid fabric, the Con- 
stitution, is failing in ruins around them, from the 
torches of frenzied fanatics, and amid their ex- 
ultant shouts, but conclude toseparate themselves 
from such brethren, they show that they at least 
know notonly what has happened, but what would 
be likely to happen next, if they had no more per- 
ception nor foresight than the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. 

But, we have been told by the Senator, as we 
have often been told by others, that the secession 
movement is a sudden and violent excitement, 
caused by the plans and harangues of artful and 
ambitious leaders; and that it must soon subside. 
A sudden and precipitate movement! Why, it 
is now more than twelve years since all the south- 


ern States, Tennessee included, decided by the | 


almost unanimous vote of both parties in their 


Legislatures, that they would at all hazards, and | 


to the last extremity, resist the adoption of the 
Wiimot proviso. Now, the North has resolved 
upon it by the unanimous vote of all her States, 
and has the power, according to the forms of the 
Constitution, to execute that resolve; and yet, for 
preparing at once to resist this aggression, three 


times solemnly attempted before, and three times | 


before repulsed by the South, we are now told 
that the South is precipitate—is mad. 


I know it is said that there are still some Sen- | 


ators and Representatives from the North inCon- 
gress who will ane this ae design, 
and that it may be ultimately defeated by their 
votes in connection with that of the South. But, 
in the mean time, the Chicago convention, with 
consummate cunning, declares that there is no 
right for slavery to go into the Territories; and 
hence, if it does go, the new Executive will afford 
it no protection if assailed; and it is well known 
that many of the supporters for the Presidency of 
the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveias,} who, 
together with the Republicans, make up a large 
portion of the North, also deny that slavery has 
any right to protection in the Territories; the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court, that it has the right 
to go there, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

For the South, then, to wait would be to sub- 
mit until her forts were armed and garrisoned 
against her, and the guns turned landward; to 
wait until hershare of the public arms were placed 
in possession of her enemies; to wait until the 
Federal Army is stationed to act with prompti- 
tude to subdue her; to wait until Republican post- 
masters are stationed throughout her villages and 
cross-roads, to circulate the works of Greeley and 
of Helper; to wait until servile insurrection is or- 
ganized; and all these things the President alone 
can do. The South is to wait for all this; while 
southern Senators sit, blind as moles and deaf as 
adders, or, having eyes, see not, and having ears, 








Mr. President, perhaps the most signal instance 
of the evils of compulsory union between dissim- 
ilar people, is that of Ireland and England. The 
people of Ireland—-the home and heritage of my 
ancestors—have, as the South has, a represent- 
ation in the national Legislature; but being also, 
as the South is, in a minority in that body, have 
no power to protect themselves from the aggres- 
sionsof England. The consequence is, that they 


| have been excluded from the common benefits of 


British legislation, commercially, and even reli- 
giously, to say nothing of their exclusion from 
official station in the Empire. And, accordingly, 
Ireland has been impoverished , degraded, and dis- 
contented. She has been trampled upon, outraged, 
insulted, treated like Cinderella. The people of 
this country have always sympathized with the 
wrongs of Ireland, and her struggles for inde- 
eee Yet there is now a greater difference 
vetween the people of the South and of the North 
than between those of England and Ireland, and 
greater antagonism of opinion and feeling. Nev- 


ertheless, it 1s proposed to hold the South in po- 


litical subjection to the North, and for that pur- 
pose to employ naval and military force. 

Sir, | might mention many other cases: the 
subjection of Greece to Turkey; of Poland to 


| Russia; of the Netherlandsto Spain; Italy to Aus- 


tria. In all these cases we have sympathized with, 
and,in many of them aided, the secession from 
the common government, by contributions and 
individual service. Yet those Governments were 
not founded on consent, and there was no compact 
conceding the right of secession. 

And now, afier I have shown that modern his- 
tory abounds in such cases, and after proving that 
our opinions and sympathies have invariably been 
with the seceding parties, it is deliberately pro- 
posed and proclaimed that the northern section of 
this Union, so devoted to liberty, so exalted in 


| civilization, so pure in morals, and devout in re- 








; 


| 


ligion, shall imitate the most despotic policy of 
England, Austria, Turkey, Spain, and Russia? 
Is it reserved for this enlightened age, and this 
land of the free, for that section which arrogates 


|| to itself preéminence in piety and civilization, to 


show itself capable of imitating the worst crimes 
of the Governments of the Old World, to emulate 
the most atrocious examples of the very worst 


| Governments, whether civilized or semi-barbar- 
| ous. But, sir, while I have referred to the several 


cases of people heretofore undertaking to secede 


|| from oppressive Unions, I do not for a moment | 
| compare the ability of the South, or the probable 
| issue of the impending struggle, to the cases cited. 


Not at all, sir. The southern States will not be 
conquered. They may be destroyed, but never 
subjugated. Let me beg the party who are soon 
to take charge of this Government to let the se- 
ceded States alone, and by no means to attempt 
to collect revenue in their ports; that would re- 
sult in a bloody, terrible war: but, on the con- 
trary, acknowledge the independence of the Con- 
federate States of America, and treat with them 
as an ally and friendly nation. 

Sir, in conclusion, whether the course the se- 
ceding States have seen fit to take be right or not, 


| is a question which we must leave to posterity, 


and the verdict of impartial history. Our time 
will probably be more profitably employed in con- 
sidering how we shall deal with secession than in 
discussing the causes which have produced it. 
Secession, right or wrong, justifiable or unjusti- 
fiable, is an accomplished fact; and it presents to 
us no less an alternative than that of peace or war. 
Sir, I believe that,in the general ruin which would 
follow coercive measures against the seceding 


| States, all sections, all classes, all the great inter- 
| ests of the country, without any exception, would 


be involved. How much better, Mr. President, 
that, in so fearful a crisis as the present, instead 
of passing ‘* force bills,’’ and preparing for war, 
instead of ‘‘ breathing threatenings and slaugh- 
ter,’’ and preparing implements of destruction to 
be used against our brethren of the South, how 
much better, | say, for ourseives, for posterity, 
for the cause of civil liberty throughout the world, 
that our thoughts should be turned on peace? 
Peace, not war, has brought our country to the 
high degree of pocmneny it now enjoys. The 
energies of the people up to this time have been 
directed to the devobepunent of our boundless re- 
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sources, to the mechanic arts, to agriculture. m:,. 
ing, trade, and commerce with — 
Banish peace, turn these mighty energies pa 
people to the prosecution of the dreadful wo Se 
mutual destruction, and soon cities in rying § : 
desolate, the deserted marts of trade the. — 
workshops, gaunt famine stalking th 
land, the earth cumbered with the b 
dying and the dead, will bear awful 
the madness and wickedness which, 
summitof prosperity and happiness 
us headlong into an abyss of woe. 
Sir, in God’s name, let us have peace, If y 

cannot have it in the Union, as it existed silere, 
November last, letus have itby cultivating friend). 
relations with those States which have d ; 
their connection with that Union, and established 
a separate government. Though we and they may 
not, and, perhaps, in the nature of things, ¢any, 
live harmoniously under the same Gover = 


foreign na 


Silent 
hrough the 
odies of the 
testimony to 
from the very 
» are plunging 


issol ved 


rnment, 


it is our interest, no less than theirs, that we 
should at once endeavor to establish between our 
Government and theirs those amicable relations 


which should ever exist between two neighbor. 
ing Republics. War, with its attendant horrors 
being thus happily averted, the people of each, 
Republic will be left at liberty to pursue, undis. 
turbed, their several vocations. A mutually ad. 
vantageous commerce will grow up between the 
two nations; treaties, such as regulate our inter. 
course with the Canadas, will be formed; con§- 
dence in all branches of business will be restored: 
anew impetus given to every variety of indus- 
try; the march of improvement accelerated, and 

the cause of humanity, of civilization, and of 
Christianity ,ad vanced throughoutthe world. The 

people of Europe, accustomed to refer the settle- 

ment of their slightest differences to the bloody 

arbitrament of the sword, will behold with silent 

wonder and amazement the spectacle of a great 

people unable to agree in reference to one of their 

culiar domestic institutions, peacefully separat- 

ing, as did the patriarchs of old; resolving them- 

selves into two distinct political communities, not 

hostile, discordant, belligerent; buteach, animated 

with aspirit of generous rivalry towards the other, 

ursuing a more successful and prosperous career 

in its own chosen path, than when, united under 

the same Federal head, they painfully sought io- 

gether the same common destiny. 

Mr. President, we are living at a day and ata 
time when a northern sectional party have ob- 
tained pessession of the power of this great Gov- 
ernment, who have declared in their platform, in 
their speeches everywhere, and in their press, 
that slavery shall never go into another foot of 
territory; that no other slave State shall ever be 
admitted into this Union; that slavery shall be 
put in the course of ultimate extinction. We have 
the announcement of the party that the foot of a 
slave shall never press the soilof one of the Ter- 
ritories; that no new slave State shall be admit- 
ted; and, in addition to that, that no slave State 
shall go out of the Union. Who ever saw such 
a party as that?) Who ever knew anything like 
it in the world before? They will not let slavery 
go into the Territories; — will not Jet a slave 
State come in; and they will not let one go out: 
They will not let them go out because they could 
not carry out their programme of placing slavery 
in the course of ultimate extinction. They want 
to keep the slave States in for their benefit—to foot 
the bills, to pay the taxes—that they may gover! 
them as they see fit, and rule them against their 
will. Well, sir, I wish to say one word to that 
party, in all kindness; for I shall not trouble _ 
again on this subject. I shall be a private, 1nd 
pendent citizen before long. But I will say to 
that party, they had better change their (a - 
they had better change front, and do it speed! y 
Let them place themselves upon the high _— 
of right and justice, and adopt such amendmen(s 
to the Constitution as will not only hold old Ken- 
tucky, which has produced the greatest © col 

iser’’ of us all—that good old State where 
promiser’’ o he othet 
was raised, and that I am proud of—but the : 
southern States also. I am afraid Republican's! 
will not do this. I know those old Kentucky «all 
ple from terrace to foundation. They wille = " 
much—very much—peaceably and quietly; ee 
they are goaded too far; if, ¥ repeated wr - 
they are compelled to fight, then ee 
their enemy “‘beware!’’ There are chivalry ve 
patriotism in Kentucky which 1s neither 18 
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better not press them too far. Do not drive them \ 
to the goal of last resort. Give them justice while | 
you have itin your powertodoso, Satisfy them 
‘hat ultimately they shall have equality in this 
broken Government, or Union, if you will. But, 
sir, | leave the patching up of the Constitution 
to the lceasnee Senator from Kentucky and 
other gentlemen, especially my friend from Penn- 
syivania, [Mr. Brcter,} who has labored harder 
to patch up the Constitution than any man I ever 
knew, except my friend from Kentucky, and | 
wish him God speed in the work. Let it be upon 
just principles; let it be right; let us have justice; 
‘and I shall be content. 

Now, Mr. President, I owe it to myself to say 








» I] : :; \| 
nower of accident nor nature to subdue. Youhad || knowledge, but I spoke rather doubtingly, and | 


| 


withuvut assurance or pretense, and justas I felt || 
became one who was not professionally informed. || 
In relation to what | said as to the rule of na- 
tional law, as applied to the Mississippi, I used 
the phrase ‘‘ I believe,”’ certainly nota presump- 


|| tuous term. The Senator goes to work and pon- 


ders for several weeks over my speech, made 
without premeditation, and the speeches of other | 
Senators, scrapes up as many fragments as possi- 
ble for the manufacture of hisown, and then comes || 


| into the Senate with what he thinks, no doubt, is | 


a very learned display. With the air of a learned 
giant, burdened with wisdom and knowledge, he 
undertakes to rebuke me by a supercilious sneer 
at my alleged familiarity with international law. 











| the action of his on. 


He is a long way behind the times, in my opin- 
ion, just as he was in relation to the rights of the 
southern States, and as he will be in relation to 
Now, sir, bear in mind 
this diagram of national principles, as | have tried 
to state it, and as now adjusted among the great 
Powers of western Europe, which is the great 
source of ascertaining national law, and it neces- 
sarily follows, that the States of this Confederacy 
—I believe I am right in that—having been equally 
interested with Louisiana in the navigation of the 
Mississippi, by the law of nations, they retain 
that equal right, and are not affected by a change 
of Government. Itis such aright, as having been 
always equally enjoyed, it cannot be disturbed 


| except in two ways: first, by treaty; and second, 





a few words upon another subject. I am sorry |, He assumes to rebuke me, also, for not knowing || by war. The latter only suspends it. This, sir, 
it is necessarv; but the superciliousness of the || what he knew; which was, that the navigation of || is the explanation as | understand it, and as I be- ‘ 
jjonorable Senator from Tennessee in taking me to the Mississippi river had been the subject of ne- || lieve it to be right. I hope the reporter will put 
task the other day ina manner that I thought was || goulation for ** years and years,”’ as well as other || down the words sy believe;’’ that is the word I a 
unparliamentary, to say the least, on the subject || rivers throughout the world. ‘This was all very || intend to use on this subject. What a pageant— * 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river, renders || wise and very triumphant, if there were not two || whata ridiculous pageant—has the Senator made @ 
it indispensable that I should do so. I desire to || sides tothe question. He quotedfrom Mr. Whea- \\ by stuffing himself (it only took six weeks) with | : 
sav but a few words relative that point, and leave |} ton’s Elements, in order to show, as I suppose, | inapplicable scraps of law of learned length, as if 
the Senate to decide between us. By the way, || his own deep research in the matters of interna- || specially to be exhibited before this Senate, to 
nefore | commence, 1 will say that I have been || tional law. As usual, the Senator understood || prove nothing, and to fit nothing. I, sir, will not \ 
borne out inall I have said in relation to that || very little of what he quoted. He utterly missed | deal in either innuendoes or irony ; but] will plainly . 
matter by the action of Louisiana, and by the || the true point, and, of course, failed to state the || say that, if the Senator would quote only a little 
action of the confederated States. I look upon || case as it really stood. \| law, and understand all that little well, it would 
that government as one of the finest experiments ‘| Now, mark you, sir, I say, ‘I believe *’ Iam || be better, immeasurably better, than to quote so. 4 
ou the face of the earth, or in the history of man- || right. I will state it, and I do so believing it will || much, and comprehend so very small a portion of Y 
kind, embodying the purest patriotism, the highest || be understood, as I have heretofore represented || what he does quote. ' 
order of statesmanship, and the greatest amount || it, and would be indorsed by professional men o/ || | Now, Mr. President, I have paid all the atten- 
of talent and administrative capacity that can be || eminence. As to the Mississippi having been the || tion to the attempt that was made to place me in 
found amoug the same number of people in any || subject, for years, of negotiation, is a fact I was || the wrong that I deem necessary. 1 can only ty 
Government on the face of the globe. They, by | aware of. But, sir, notwithstanding the Sena- || now repeat, in the conclusion of my speech, that 
their action, have indorsed all that I said upon || tor’slengthy quotations, I think I can demonstrate || neither the Senator from Tennessee, nor any other 
the subject of the navigation of the Mississippi || to the satisfaction of others, if not to him, that || Senator, nor can any man, tell the truth and say 
river. The Governor of the State of Louisianahad || my view of the question is correct. He has made || that I have, by any vote, word, or act of mine, 
the kindness, seeing what I said, and that the || a quotation at great length from Mr. Wheaton, at any time or on any occasion, refused protec- 
Senator from Tennessee had doubted the chivalry, || which has no special application to this case, like || tion to all property alike in the ‘Territories. I 
the general honesty, and patriotism of the people || most of the law quotations he selects. | have made ita point always. Indeed, the doc- 
of Louisiana, to send me—and | have had it here | I spoke of the law of nations, of course, as rela- || trine of the equal right of property, whether slave 
for the last two weeks, but have not had the op- || tive to the incidents of the subject-matter adverted || or any other, in the Territories, and its equal 
portunity of presenting it before—the ordinance of || to—an inland sea, (or great river,) under the || right to protection, is as strong in meas life itself, 
secession, and accompanying it a resolution on || circumstances of the Mississippi; of course, not | I have never uttered a word against that princi- 7 
the subject of the navigation of the Mississippi |; underadversecircumstances. Rome once claimed |} ple; but I have said, upon all occasions, that that . 
river, Which is in these words: | the right to shut up the navigation of the entire || doctrine must be maintained, or this Union could 
“ Resolved, That we, the people of Louisiana” — Mediterranean; but such cases decide nothing. || not stand. I have fought for it; but as I said in 
in their sovereign capacity, mark you; not a lit- || She held the control of its entrance. So,at one || the outset, while I deeply deplore the condition 
le whisky insurrection, but the people in their || time, in a less enlightened day, Russia claimed || of the country, it has been caused by no act of . 
sovereign capacity, as a State in convention as- || despotic mastery over the mouth of the Danube. |) mine. And with this remark, 1 part with him, 
sembled: | The other great river of western Europe, the || who, in imitation of Esau, seeks to sell his birth- 4 
“ Resolved, That we, the people of Louisiana, recognize || Rhine, rising in Switzerland, passing France and || right. I would, if there was time, give a little : 
tue right of the free navigation of the Mississippi river and || Baden, Prussia, Belgium, and the Netherlands, || advice to all sides, to every Senator on this floor. 
ts tributaries by all friendly States bordering thereon. And | was, under a less liberal policy of national law || | would say: Senators, come up to the great im- 
weashen af tha taiietahenstte atk tetasate Gunes ted tome || than now prevails, subject to*tolls. _ || portance of this question; meet it; adopt, by atwo 
and we do besely dodlade Sint wiliinanees to enter lato any | But, sir, what are the facts. Austria, and other || thirds vote—as we could do if Senators would E 
stipulations to guaranty the exercise of said rights.” " || Powers, never conceded that Russia had the right || deal rightly —amendments to the Constitution, te 
Since Louisiana has passed this resolution, the || Of controlling the mouth of the Danube. In 1814, || placing all the States upon an equality in the Ter- 
government of the confederate States, by its con- || 98 I understand it—I may be wrong—the naviga- || ritories, and on every other question; submit them 
gress, has passed a similar resolution, resolving, || t#on was settled to be free. The demonstration of || to the people; and by such amendments I believe 
as they ought to do, and as I said they would do, || Russia afterwards, to change this, was resisted by || we could prevent, or stop, a further rupture of G 
that the navigation of te Mississippi river should || Austria; and the other Powers of Europe inter- || this Union. 
be free to all friendly States, and free to all States || posed and prevented its disturbance, upon the Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi- 
bordering on it or its tributaries. But I will go | ground that it was the true rule of national law, dent . 3 
into a little history of the Senator’s remarks on || 8S between their Governments, that the river | Mr. BIGLER. I have a suggestion to make ; 
the occasion of his last two days’ speech. God || should remain free to its mouth. The same west- || to the Senator from Tennessee, before he makes 
save the country from such speeches! || ern Powers, as I believe, further enforced that || his speech. : 
Mr. President, the Senator from Tennessee ex- || principle in the treaty which followed the capture | Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will hear ‘ 
pressed his disapprobation at what [ said“as to || Of Sebastopol. The navigation of the Rhine was |! the suggestion. 
the navigation of the Mississippi, and misrepre- | finally adjusted upon the same basis, as the true || Mr. BIGLER. It must be obvious that we a 
sented me, when he said that | spoke of the right |, rule of national law under the circumstances, and || have but a very few hours to consider the great r 
to navigate the Mississippi, as if I had great fa- || 88 between the parties. When I say, therefore, || questions that are now before the Senate. I have 
miliarity with international law. I affected no |; 88 inland sea—or river, if you please—passing || no desire to interpose against a fair opportunity 
such familiarity. What I did say, I spoke rather through several nations, is open to the navigation || to reply on the part of the Senator from Tennes- : 
doubtingly, and I cannot undersiand how a mind || Of all, it is not meant that any fixed and acknowl- || see; but I think, if it would be agreeable to him, i. 
not inclined to perversion could give such an in- || edged right is to be violated. What is meant is || it would be important to the Senate and the coun- 
terpretation tomy words. His words I will read. || Simply that which is correspondent with the cir- || try to know precisely what position we are to 
eferring to me, with a marked manner, he said: || Cumstances and the history of the case. If all the i occupy on this great question. Now, a single . 
“ He seemed to show great familiarity with international || P@'ties had claims, no greater nation possessing || Senator has it in his power to prevent the final ; 
law.” | the mouth of the river, is at liberty, by a mere || passage of any one of the propositions now pend- 
In the next sentence he repeated this, and said: || °Xercise of power, to violate those rights because } ing before the Senate. If that is the determina- 
“ He spoke about it with great familiarity, as if he under- |. of that power. In this sense has been established, || tion, we ought to know it. If that is the determ- 
stood itavell.”? } and now exists, the rules of national law which || ination, then, so faras I am concerned, the Senator ; 
Now, sir, this is not the truth. I will here re- || @9¥erm the Danube and the Rhine. No tolls, I || from Tennessee may talk aslongas he sees proper; 
peat the words which I used, that elicited the crit- || believe, are collected on either. A state of war, || but I would like to see that question Gansceed of; 
icism of this new expounder of international law. || for the tume being suspends those rights, but does || and the action of the Senate ona resolution which 
I said: | not abolish them. ra | | offered two days ago, will settle that question. 
law bellewe it is recognized as the law of nations, as the | Sn eenne “ principles laid down among | Anticipating just what has occurred, I submitted i 
el ceenatal watiame, stat nqrent inland sea, running || the highly civilized nations of Europe, at this day, || a resolution suspending the 26th rule, so far as .. 
of then ments, shall be open equally to ail || as applicable to the Mississippi, I am right, and | relates to resolutions or propositions in reference 
i dd ans tik feed % he is wrong. He has no principles aboutit. He | to an amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- , + 
peak like a lawyer, confident in his || goes back to an old fogy land for his precedent. || ted States. If that resolution be adopted, then it 
’ 
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will be competent for the Senate to act on, and 
consider finally, any of the propositions which 
are before us; but without that, we shall be atthe 
merey of a solitary member of the body. I there- 
fore sugeest to the Senator from Tennessee, that 
he permit a motion fora temporary postponement 
of the question now before the body for the pur- 
pose of taking up the resolutions suspending the 
26th rule, in ssedler that we may ascertain what 
the Senate is determined to do. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I 


presume 


" 


there will be objection to the adoption of that res- | 


olution, 
Mr.SUMNER. Of course there will. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. If the Senate 


is disposed to adopt it, | have no objection to giv- | 
ing way simply forthe action of the Senate upon it. || 


Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
out any tedious debate. LT expect objection. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. So far as Lam 
concerned, tt my purpose to occupy the atten- 
tion of the nate for buta very short time. I 
deem it unne: 
length; and it is even painful for me to be com- 
pelled, by the peculiar circumstances of the case, 
to make even'a few remarks. I should notoceupy 
the time of the Senate, if I did not feel thatit was 
a duty to myself,and a dety to the country. [** Go 
on!”’ 

Mr. BIGLER. Then, I understand the Sena- 
tor will not yield the floor for the purpose indt- 
eated. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
there is to be objection. 
discussed. 
than twenty minutes. 


It will be objected to. 


I understand 
The question is to be 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxx in 


the chair.) Before the Senator proceeds, will he 


allow the Chair to present certain House bills to | 


the Senate ? 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 
SILVER FLORIN OF AUSTRIA. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1007) declaring the value 
of the new silver florin of Austria was read the 
first time by its ulle, 

Mr. PEARCE. That bill, which has come 
from the House of Representatives, relates to a 
subject which has been discussed in the Finance 


ssary to address the Senate at much | 


Ido not think I shall occupy more 


Committee, by whom I was instructed to report | 


a bill to the same effect. 1 had the bill prepared; 
but learning that the House of Representatives 
had passed such a bill, | did not present it to the 
Senate. I now ask that the Senate take up the 
House bill, «ith a view to its passage. I think, 
after a brief explanation, there will be no objec- 
tion to passing it. 

The bill was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Commiitee of the Whole. 

Mr. PEARCE. The value of the florin of 
Austria, by the act of 1846, was, for computations 
at the custom-house, fixed at forty-eight anda half 
cents; but within the last two or three years the 
Empire of Austria has had a monetary convention 
with the States of the German Customs Union, 
the result of which has been the alteration of their 
standard of value, so that the new Austrian florin 
now is only forty-six and nineteen hundredths 


cents; and for the convenience of computations at | 


the custom-house, it is desirable that we should 
declare by statute that to be its value. The bill 
in question does so in as few words as possible, 
and I hope it will be put on its passage. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following joint resolutions 
of the Senate: 

A joint resolution (No. 64) for the appointment 
of regents of the Smithsonian Institution; and * 

A joint resolution (No. 65) authorizing W. H. 


Smiley, United States commercial agent at the | 


Falkland Islands, to receive a telescope tendered 
to him by the Belgian Government. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RICE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 833) for the reliefof Eben Adams, 


asked to be discharged from its further consider- | 


ation; which was agreed to. 





There may be objection with- || 


| the following bills and resolutions of the House: | 


| for the sale of the lands on which the same is | 


He aiso, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill (S. No. 558) for the relief of 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Divine & Kennedy, contractors for carrying the || 
mails on route No, 7213, asked to be discharged || 


from its further consideration; whichwasagreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills of the Senate: 


A bill (No. 502) for the relief of Taylor Dud- | 


ley, of Minnesota; 

A bill (No. 490) for the relief of Eliza B. Mills, 
widow of Robert Mills; 

A bill (No. 459) for the relief of Commander 
Thomas J. Page, United States Navy: 


A bill (No. 524) authorizing the Secretary of | 


the ‘Treasury to issue a register to the schooner 
Perseverance, of Oadensburg, State of New York; 
A bill (No. 568) for the relief of Leslie Combs 


and Robert H. Crittenden, sureties of the late A. | 
J. Mitchell, purserin the United States Navy; and | 


A bill (No. 569) for the relief of Daniel B. Hib- 
bard. 

The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to the amendments of the Senate to 


A bill (No. 537) for the relicf of Katharine K. 
Russell; 

A bill (No. 132) to remove the United States 
arsenal from the city of St. Louis, and to provide 


located ; 

A bill (No. 665) to amend an act approved Feb- 
ruary 5, 1859, entitled ** An act providing for 
keeping and distributing all public documents,”’ 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (No. 852) for the relief of certain Chip- 
pewa, Ottowa, and Pottawatomie Indians; 

A bill (No. 923) granting a pension to Eliza M. 
Plympton; 

A joint resolution (No. 59) authorizing Com- 
modore H. Paulding to receive a sword awarded 
to him by the Republic of Nicaragua; and 

A joint resolution (No. 70) to quit title to lands 
in the State of Lowa. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 





The message further announced that the House | 


had agreed to the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill of the House (No. 971) making appro- 


| priations for the service of the Post Office De- 


partment during the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1862. 


MILITARY ROADS IN NEW MEXICO. 


The message furdier announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 
200) io provide for the completion of the military 
road from Fort Union to Santa Fé, and from Taos 
to Santa Fé, New Mexico. 

Mr. RICE, from the committee of conference 
on the disagrecing votes of the two Houses on 
the bill (H. R. No, 200) to provide for the com- 
pletion of the military road from Fort Union to 
Santa Fé, and from Taos to Santa Fé, New Mex- 


ico, submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


| of the two Houses on the bill (I. 2. No. 290) to provide for 


the completion of the military road from Fort Union to 
Santa Fé, and from ‘Taos to Santa '6, New Mexico, have 
met; and atterfull and free confercnee, have agreed to rec- 
ommend to their respective Houses, as follows: 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s amendinent, und agree to the same with the fol- 
lowing amendment: in line three, after the first amend- 
ment, strike out * fifty,”? and insert * fifteen.” 

HENKY M. RICE, 

A. KENNEDY, 

IH. WILSON, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 

B. STANTON, 

GEORGE W. HUGHES, 

GALUSHA A. GROW, 
Managers on the part of the House of Representatives. 

GUANO DISCOVERIES. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi- 
dent 

Mr. WADE. One moment. There is a Senate 
bill on the table, No. 303, that has been returned 
from the House of Representatives with amend- 
ments. 1 presume it will take but a minute to 
concur in the amendments. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Will it lead 
to discussion? 





| 
| 


| shall not insist on it. 
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Mr. WADE. If there be any disenss: 


shall avaive j ISCussion, | 
ail @vaive it, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. po,. , 
The House of Representatives has turnes ee 
amendments, the bill (S. No. 303) sup} lade 
to the actentitled “An act to authorize prote slic) 
to be given to citizens who may discover de a 
of guano,”’ approved August 18, 1856 

Mr. GREEN. I object to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. T 


, 
4, With 


Posits 


he questi; 


is on taking up the bill. . 
Mr. GREEN. I object. 
Mr. WADE. Very well; I agreed to wai 
it if it would give rise to debate, and of course I 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1009) amendatory of ;) 
act for the rendition of fugitives from labor. y, 
read the first time by its utle, = 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there . 
objection to the bill being read a second tiny ‘in 

Mr. WILSON. I object, at this time. 

REPORT OF THE PEACE CONFERENCE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint», 
olution (8S. No. 70) proposing certain amendy, nts 
to the Constitution of the United States js | 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presiden: 
it is painful for me to be compelled, at this | te 
hour of the session, to occupy any of the time of 
the Senate upon the subject that has just been ¢ 
cussed by the Senator from Oregon. Had ji ) 
been for the extraordinary speech he has made. 
and the singular course he has taken, [ show! 
forbear from saying one word at this late hour of 
the day and of the session. 


wfors 


S. 


: 
But, sir, it must |} 


| apparent, not only to the Senate but to the whol 
| country, that, either by accident or by desix 


| upon me? 


there has been an arrangement that any one who 
appeared in this Senate to vindicate the Union of 
these States should be attacked. Why is itt) 

no one, in the Senate or out of it, who is in favor 
of the Union of these States, has made an attack 
Why has it been left to those who 


| have taken both open and secret ground in viola- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tion of the Constitution, for the disruption of the 
Government?) Why has there been a concerted 
attack upon me from the beginning of this discus- 
sion to the present moment, not even confined to 
the ordinary courtesies of debate and of senato- 
rial decorum? It is a question which lifts itself 
above personalities. I care not from what diree- 
tion the Senator comes who indwges in personali- 
ties towards me; in that, I feel that I am above 
him, and that he is my inferior. [Applause inthe 
galleries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Potk in 
the chair) rapped with his mallet, and then said: 
The Chair will announce that if that disturbance 
is repeated in the galleries, they must be cleared. 
That is the order of the Senate for the purpose 
of conducting properly the deliberations of the 
Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hope the Chair will en- 
force the order, and not threaten to do so. When 
applause is given on the expression of Union 
sentiments, in which I fully concur, I desire that 
the order shall be enforced, and there can then 
be no exception taken, if we enforce the rules 
whew applause may be given for any other senti- 
ments uttered on this floor. 

Mr.JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. President, 
I was alluding to the use of personalities. They 
are not arguments; they are the resort of me! 
whose minds are low and coarse. It is very sy 
to talk about ‘* cowards;’’ to draw autobiograp!- 
cal sketches; to recount the remarkable, the won 
derful events and circumstances and exploits that 
we have performed. I have presented facts &” 
authorities; and upon them I have argued; from 
them I have drawn conclusions; and why have 
they not been met? Why have they not been 
answered? Why abandon the great issues b« 0 
the country, and go into personal allusions 2 
personal attacks? Cowper has well said: 

« A truly sensible, well-bred man 
Will not insult me ; no other can.” 

But there are men who talk about sin 
courage, and all that description of thing; oat 
this connection, I want to say, not boasting'y 
with no anger in my bosom, that these two 2 uf 
of mine never looked uponanything In the sha} 
of mortal man that this heart feared. 


1861. 
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1861. 


Sir. have we reached a point at which we can- 


not talc about treason? Our forefathers talked 
nant it: they spoke of it in the Constitution of 
wintry: they have defined what treason was; 

.n offepse, is it a crime, is it an insult to re- 

to the Constitution that was made by Washing- 
ron and his compatriots? 


«Treason against the United States shall consist only in 
levying War against them, or in adhering to their enemies, 


eviving them aid and comfort.” 


There it is defined clearly that treason shall con- 
cist only in levying war against the United States, 


their enemies. Who ts it that has been engaged 
in conspiracies ? 
in making war upon the United States? Who is 
it that has fired upon our flag? Who is it that 
has given instructions to take our arsenals, to 
take our forts, to take our dock-yards, to take 
the publie property? Inthe language of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, have not those who 
have been engaged in it been guilty of treason? 
We make a fair issue. Show me who has been 
enzaced in these conspiracies, who has fired upon 
our flag, has given instructions to take our forts 
and our eustom-houses, our arsenals and our 
dock-yards, and I will show you a traitor. [Ap- 
wause in the galleries. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pork in 
the chair.) ‘The Sergeant-at-Arms will clear the 
galleries on the right of the chair immediately. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tenneseee. ‘That isa fair 
yroposifton—— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


from Tennessee will pause until the order of the | 


Chair is executed. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will suggest, as that was 


not a very loud noise, that we dispense with the | 


order this one time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
not dispense with it except by a vote of the Sen- 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the Senate will 
have a uniform rule. Ll opposed the clearing of 
the galleries heretofore. It has been executed but 
twice. I think itis a well-settled principle that 
if you allow an audience to applaud, you have 


no right to punish them for applauding in the | 


wrong place. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from North Carolina will allow the Chair to ob- 
serve that there is no motion before the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 move to suspend the exe- 
eution of the order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was about to say that I 
opposed the execution of iton a former occasion, 
because, in probably forty instances, the galleries 
had been allowed to applaud, and they have been 
cleared but twice—once when the Senator from 


Louisiana [Mr. Bensamin] spoke, and once when | 
the Senator from Texas [Mr. Wierai] spoke. | 


I suppose, in fifty other instances, they have been 
allowed to applaud. Now, if the Senate choose 
to enforce the rule, I have no objection; but I do 
say, that if you allow them toapplaud, you have 
no right to say they are applauding at the wrong 
time, or the wrong place, or the wrong persons. 
Itis well settled, I belieye, that if you allow an 
audience to applaud, you mustallow them to hiss 
or express disapprobation. I am opposed to it; 
but this Senate has, for the first time since I have 
known anything of it, been converted into a sort 
of theater for applause atthe present session. If 
the Senate choose to insist on the rule, I do not 
object toit; but I shall vote against the motion of 
the Senator from Illinois, simply because the 
Senate have twice cieared the gallery. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Chair having given the 
order, there is no other method of disposing of 
te question except by executing it, unless the 
Senate refuse to allow the order of the Senate to 
be executed. I think the applauding wrong, and 


express my disapprobation of it here, as I have | 


on al! oceasions,and 1 hope the order of the Chair 
will be executed. 


order in this body. 


_Mr. CRITTENDEN. I entirely concur in the | 
cisapprobation that is expressed by Senators of || 
‘pplauding, or showing approbation or disappro- | 
‘ation in the galleries; but let us remember that, | 


an 





by turning out these galleries now, we punish ten | 
d innocent persons for one offender. | 


Ora hundre 


I think, for the present, we may go along without 


THE CONGRES 


What does the Con- 


id adhering to and giving aid and comfort to | 


It is the only way to preserve | 


will be repeated no more. 

Mr. BAYARD. Dol understand that the Chair 
has ordered the galleries to be cleared ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Delaware, that the Chair 
ordered the galleries to be cleared. Then there 
was a motion made by the Senator from Illinois, 
to suspend the order; and the question is on the 
suspension of the order. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the order will be en- 
forced. ‘The Senate of the United States is liter- 
ally turned into a theater—nothing more, nothing 
less. It will not do to say that you punish inno- 


| cent persons for guilty ones. There is no question 
Who is it that has been engaged || 


of punishment. ‘The question is, whether, ina 
deliberative body, you are to address arguments 
to a deliberative body, or whether you are to ad- 
dress them for the purpose of popular applause 
to the galleries that surround you. If you mean 
to conduct legislative proceedings upon the basis, 
and the only basis, upon which a republican form 
of government can ultimately stand, you must 
show those whoattend as spectators that you are 
not to be trifled with by an abuse of the privilege 
which you grant them of having galleries in which 
they may be presentto hear your debates. 1 hope 
the order will be enforced; because, unless it is 
enforced once, you never will stop it. You may 
threaten, you may talk of clearing the galleries; 


| butenforce it once, and you will never afterwards 
| have these interruptions. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the 


execution of the order will be suspended, and I 


| will go security for the gallery that they will not 


applaud any more. I should have been nearly 


|| through my remarks by this time but for this 
| interruption. 


Mr. BRAGG. I will merely say for the in- 
formation of some who were not in the Senate at 
the time, that the Chair gave distinct warning to 
the gallery that if the disturbance was repeated 
the gallery should be cleared. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthe Senator 
from North Carolina will allow me, I intended to 
say, at some proper time, that on the first breach 
of order made in the gallery on the right of the 


| Chair, I did give a distinct warning, and a Senator 


then saw fit to rise and speak with somewhat, I 


| thought, of censure, that the Chair did not per- 
| emptorily enforce the order. 
| distinctly notified that if anything of that sort took 


The galleries were 


lace again, they would be cleared. 

Mr. BRAGG. That is what I wanted to say, 
and it is after that distinct warning that the offense 
has been reneated. 

Mr. BIGLER. Iageree that the rules of the 


Senate ought to be observed. I have as much 


| concern for them, perhaps, as any member of this 
| body, and under ordinary circumstances I should 


insist upon the execution of the order: but let us 
remember that this is the last day of the session, 
and the surroundings are very peculiar. Idoubt 
not that this present audience will hereafter remain 
quiet and preserve the strict rules of the Senate. 
| hope, therefore, by general consent, we shall 
allow the Senator from Tennessee to proceed with 
his remarks without the execution of the order, 
which, itis manifest, will take a longer time than 


| it will for the Senator to conclude his remarks. 


We have no time to spare. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My object was merely to 
call the attention of Senators to the fact that an 
order has been executed but twice, when there 
have been fift y viol tions: and they were both eX- 
ecuted in cases where gentlemen were speaking 


| against the views of the majority on this floor. If 


the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bieter] will move to suspend the rules for the 


| balance of the session, I shall not object to it; or 
| if he will move that the audience shall have aright 


to applaud speeches in favor of the Union and not 
against it, | shall not object to that; but it is not 
fair to allow gentlemen to come here and see others 
applaud, and see that they are not interrupted, 
and then, when they happen to be pcemetet into 
applause at some time that does not suit some- 
body, you will have the order executed. The 
honorable Senator from Kentucky reminds us that 
but a few offend. That was the case on former oc- 
casions. There were perhaps twenty who created 
the disturbance, and you cleared the gallery of 
five hundred innocent Spectators. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator from North 


| executing the order, and I hope the disturbance 


| not Interpose. 


of these men have done so. 


| plaud just when they please. 


; me. 
Constitution, and by the right of every State in 


| rights. 
| cleared. 


| lar clamor. 


| not be executed. 
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| Carolina insists that it is wrong to applaud for 
| the Union, and right to applaud for disunion in 


this Chamber, I will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I state no such thing. The 
honorable Senator from Illinois has, | suppose, 
himself been applauded twenty times loudly, and 
he took no exception to it; but in the two instances 
in which the galleries were ordered to be cleared, 
when speeches were made on another line of pol- 
icy, he allowed the order to be executed, and did 
What I desire the country to un- 
derstand 1s, that | am opposed to any system like 
this. Let us have uniform rules, and execute 
them uniformly. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire to say that my sug- 
gestion came from the impulses of my heart. The 
Senator may put me to that test if he pleases; but 
I say with all frankness—and I claim to be a law- 
abiding citizen, and a man who observes order— 
that in that gallery, under all the surroundings, if 
it were a question of Union, I should applaud be- 
fore | knew what I was doing. I think hundreds 
I am willing to ex- 
cuse them. IT hope they will do so no more. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President, I beg that the 
calleries may be permitted to remain justas they 
are. It matters not, certainly to me, how often 
theyapplaud. When gentlemen say, let the Union 
be preserved, I say, let it be done on principles 


| of the Constitution; let it be done upon the prin- 


ciples of right, justice, and equality; let every 
State have her rights in the Union, and her right 
to property enforced. Whether the audience in 
the gallery like the doctrine or not, [ maintain it. 
Let them applaud the opposite, if they want to. 
I want these gentlemen to remain here, and ap- 
j It will not move 
me a single bit. Iam standing by the right, and 
all the people on earth could not move me one 
inch, either to the right or left, from what I know 
to be right. Ifall these gentlemen were friends, 
and were to say, ** you are right,’’ it would not 
influence me at all; and if they were all here with 
weapons in their‘-hand, more dangerous than the 
Senator from ‘Tennessee, they would not move 
[am going to stand by the right, by the 


the Union, to let every man go to the Territory 
with his property, and have it protected alike. 
Any other Union than that is an insult; it is no 
Union; it is unjust; it is unequal; it is that thata 
brave man would never pat up with, whether he 
is from the North or the South. [should demand 
the right and have it, and no more; but I would 
demand that every State should have her full 
I hope, sir, that the galleries will not be 


Mr. BAYARD. There isa view of this qués- 
tion which makes me desire that the order of the 
Chair shall be enforeed. Whoever occupies that 
seat, whether it is the Vice President of the Sen- 
ate or the temporary occupant by delegation, he 
represents the dignity of the body. He gives an 
order, after notice to the audience that you choose 
to allow to collect here under your rules, and for 
whom you have provided galleries; and after the 
notice is treated with contempt, and the order of 
the Chair disobeyed, he directs the galleries to be 
cleared. Mr. President, | shall sustain the dig- 
nity of the Chair. I am one of those who have 
a profound respect for public sentiment; but I 
neither care nor regard for one instant mere popu- 
I am disposed to obey the laws and 
to enforce the laws, as I understand the true doc- 
trine of enforcement; and I would enforce the rules 
of the Senate that are necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the dignity of the body, and those rules 
of order so essential for all the purposes for which 
the body is constituted. I hope, sir, it will be 


| carried into effect, and that the order of the Chair 
| will not be rescinded by any vote of this body. 


Mr. RICE. Ihope the order of the Chair will 
I wish to state that there has 
been applause on fifty different occasions during 
this session, if not more, and the galleries, I be- 


lieve, have been cleared but twice. I wish to state 


| further, that the Senate has been remiss in not 
| having stationed proper persons at the doors lead- 


ing to the galleries, to sce that no more were per- 


| mitted to enterthan could be comfortably seated; 
| but our constituents have been invited here, and 
| speeches have been made upon this floor to the gal- 


leries and not to the Senate. They are now crowd- 


| ed. These people come for the purpose of listening 
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to speeches that are made, and when the impulses || in the newspapers, and the descriptions of the 
of their hearts shailinduce them to applaud, I will | letter-writers, and probably do not come here 
not condemn it. | hope they will be permitted | “with so flattering an idea of the Senate, having 
to remain, 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I wish to say asingle word | they will be likely to have after they have stayed 
in relation to what has occurred, as some gentle- | here a iittle while. [Laughter.) Under these 
men have come in since the facts transpired. On | circumstances, I hope they will be excused. 
the first occasion there was very loud and general Mr. CLINGMAN. Having said what I de- 
applause in the galleries, which was a very great | sired to say, 1 was willing, by general consent, 
breach of order. Upon that occasion, the Chair || that the galleries should not be interrupted, and I 
announced that he should be compelled to enforce || hope that will be the understanding. I cannot 
order by clearing the galleries, if the disorder || vote to suspend the order of the Chair, because 
should be repeated; and, apon that occasion, | | that would look like giving deliberate license to 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || have our proceedings disturbed; but I hope the 
willallow the Chair. The Senator will admit that, |) Senator who made the call for the yeas and nays 
when the first demonstration was made, the Chair |} will withdraw it. 
etruck, with the mallet,on the table, for the pur- || Mr. FESSENDEN. It was made on the other 
pose’ of checking it. It went on afterwards, and |) side. 
then the Chair made the announcement. Mr. CLINGMAN. I presume the gentlemen 
Mr.GRIMES. It ought to be stated, in con- || in the galleries will not interrupt any further. 
nection with this Mr. BAYARD. I will not withdraw the call 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. If the Senator will allow || for the yeas and nays, because I think this is a 
me, f will finish what I was going to say. Then || matter of principle. For one, 1 desire to record 
| rose and made the remark that I did in relation ||) my vote against what I[ think has degenerated 
te the applause, which was very loud, and a great || into a practice that will ultimately change the 
breach of order. It being in favor of a sentiment || body into a mere theatrical arena. It must be 
which I most warmly approved, I desired, at || checked at some time, and it is as well to do it 
that time, to condemn the applause in the galleries, | now as at any other time. About the particular 
so that | could be enabled to ask the Chair to || subject on tik this applause existed, I do not 
enforce the rule, if applause should be given to || care; and I know nothing aboutit. I did not hear 
countersentiments, Shortly afterwards, there was || the sentiment, and know not what occasioned it. 
applause, itis true, but very slight; the main || It is immaterial to me whether it be on the side 
noise in the galleries seeming to be the noise of |) that "7 own judgment and feelings approved or 
those who were endeavoring to hush any applause || not. J think the whole system a false one. I 
and to make the Chair and the dignity of the Sen- | think it has gone much too far for the character 
ate be respected by the galleries. These are the || of the Senate as a deliberative body. I know 
facts. ‘There was a slight breach of order; but, || how easy it is, on all occasions, to make excuses. 
after what has occurred, I have no doubt that, in || I have heard these excuses made before. The 
the whole of the galleries, by those who are here || Chair made an order, and I am disposed to main- 
present, there will be an observance of the order || tain the dignity of the body by sustaining the 
of the Senate. | decision of the Chair. Others may vote as they 
Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Wisconsin || see fit, | want my vote recorded. 
has stated exactiy what I was going to say; that Mr. CLINGMAN. If we are compelled to 
at the time of this last breach of decorum, there || vote on the yeas and nays, I shall vote to execute 
were not more than three or four persons who || the order of the Chair; but I would rather not do 
clapped in the galleries, and there was an evident || it, and I had hoped that my appeal would be 
desire on the part of others who had been here |, responded to. 
when they were reminded by the Chair thatif || Mr. TRUMBULL. I was not present when 
they did not preserve order the galleries would be || the first disturbance occurred; 1 just entered the 
cleaved, to prevent the repetition of disorder, and || Senate Chamber as the last took place. I shall 
therefore, by anatural impulse, hissed in order to || vote to sustain the Chair; but I should be very 
prevent it. It should be remembered, too, that || glad to get rid of the question in the way sug- 
probably the persons in the galleries now are new || gested by the Senator from North Carolina. We 
comers, at least a very large proportion of them, || have taken up a great deal of time in discussing 
who are not familiar with the rules of the Senate, || it. I think this discussion is entirely out of order, 
and I do not think that, under these circum- || and nothing should have transpired till the order 








stances, it is advisable for us to enforce the strict | of the Presiding Officer was executed. I will not, | 


rule. when an order has been made by the Presiding 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think the galleries now | Officer to clear the galleries, vote to suspend that 
have received warning enough that it is the sense | order; but I should be very glad if the Presiding 
of the Senate that there should be no demonstra- || Officer, under the circumstances, would adopt the 
tions. I believe now, if you suspend the rule, || suggestion of the Senator from North Carolina, 


there will be no more of them, and we can go on | and himself suspend the order,after what has been | 
with our business. I hope the execution of the || said. If the vote be taken, I must vote to sustain 


order will be suspended. the Chair, though I would be glad if the Chair 


I was applauded, though that has ocey 


imbibed it from newspapers and letter-writers, as | 


| 


| 





| 
| 


| 
| 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | felt at liberty, of hisown mere motion, to suspend | 


is on suspending the execution of the order of the | theorder. 1 think, under the circumstances, that 
Chair for clearing the galleries. perhaps might be done. 

Mr. CLARK. I inquire whether that cannot || Mr. DOUGLAS. It is entirely competent for 
be done by unanimous consent, without taking | the Senate to suspend the order, if they choose. I 
any vote? || am really surprised to find, perhaps I may say 

ir. HALE. If the Chair consents. gratified, at the unanimous determination there is 

The PRES! DING OFFICER put the question, || now to sustain the order and decorum of the Sen- 
and declared that the ayes appeared to have it; || ate on the last day of the session, or the last but 
and requested Mr. Doveétas to take the chair. || one. Applause like this has occurred, and ap- 

Mr. BAYARD. Before the result is announced, 
I call for the yeas and nays. 


sion. Twice this order has been given and ex- 


a matter as that made of it, lL have a word tosay. | al eda) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxk.) || another man is in the chair, and the practice is 
Will the Senator allow me to put the question on || tolerated by one, and the other orders the galle- 
ordering the yeas and nays? || ries to be cleared. If we could have a uniform 
The yeas and nays were ordered. || ruling on the part a es Chair, we could know 
Mr. HALE. | have uniformly voted for en- || what was meant. elieve the galleries have 
forcing the rules of the Senate, and clearing the been cleared twice; once ona motion from this 
galleries, when any of these manifestations of || side of the Chamber, and once on a motion from 
opts — poe made; an ap lause has | = — een fay a = semneteen -~ ms 
generally been for sentiments that I did not sym- | Senator from New Hampshire that they are cleare 
pathize with, and itis a new thing thatsentiments, | against particular classes of individuals—individ- 
dose Maucenepn Devshumn seclectel. toa sive} tag tiee tno quite have cee hake: Sou 
f \ ’ ed. Bu > 
1s something in the suggestion that the galleries | when a single Republican has been applauded— 
are filled with new comers; they have got an idea |, and they have been applauded very frequently. 
of what the Senate is from what they have read || I do not know that they were ever cleared when 


plause louder than this,a hundred times this ses- || 





___Mareh 2, 


: ! rred 
times,and lalways regretted it when it did — 
> cur. 


As this order was only made in two instane 
heretofore, I do not think we should be so a ee 
gent on the rule of order when it is competent fn, 
us to suspend it, and when Lam satisfied that tl ¢ 
disturbance will not occur again if t ae 
> ae Order b 
suspended. ° 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from [)) 


° ~ ino) 
{Mr. Doweras] will perceive that we are ple. 


in a little difficulty. If, as suggested by a 
ator from Illinois on this side, {Mr. ’RUMBULL | 
- s} 


the Presiding Officer will of himself suspe . 
7 : spend the 
order, there is an end of it; everybody will | 
glad; but I am satisfied, precisely as the Senat : 
from Illinois [Mr. TrumBut_ is, that, asthe “a 
has been given, we nwust sustain it out of reer.. 
to ourselves, if compelled to vote on it, 
rather be relieved of the difficulty. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I disagree with the Sena 

“ ° ‘ lator 
from Maine. Nothing is more usual in jeg). 
tive bodies than to move a eall of the House. aad 
if the call is sustained, you can suspend its ex; . 
cution. Itis no reflection on the Chair now to 
suspend the execution of his order. The Chair 
was right in making the order. It is no reflec. 
tion on him to suspend further proceedings under 
it; and therefore I do not fee} that I am casting 
any reflection in making the motion. Far from 
it. The Chair did his duty when the rules were 
violated. I did mine in moving to suspend the 
order, as has been done so often before, : 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is no such thing knowy 
here as acall of the Senate. The rule entitles the 
Presiding Officer to order the galleries to be cleared 
ona breach of order taking place; or it may be 
done upon the motion of a member. It is doubt. 
less in the power of the Senate to reverse the order 
which is made by the Presiding Officer. I cer- 
tainly have no feeling on this subject except to 
vindicate what I consider the dignity of this body; 
and I would vindicate it as well when a gentl- 
man on the other side of the Chamber is speak- 
ing. as one on this; that does not enter into th: 
calculation with me. The question with me is, 
what are the rules of order in this body, and what 
degree of decorum should be attached to its delib- 
erations? The Chair gave notice to the galleries 
thatif the breach of order was repeated, they would 
be cleared. That wasnoticeenough. The Chair 
having made the order, and the yeas and nays 
having been demanded upon the question whether 
it shall be executed, it is not in the power of the 
Chair now to recall its own order; but the vote 
must be taken. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I ask if it is in order to 
move to suspend the execution of the order? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is the motion | have 
made. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is no analogy between 
the motion of the Senator from Jilinois and the 
case which he puts of a call of the House in the 
other branch of Congress. A call of the House 
is made on the motion of a member; but when the 


f respect 


We would 


| Chair orders the galleries to be cleared in the 


| Senate, it isa plain disrespect to the Chair, in my 
| judgment, to suspend his order. Further, it is 


said to be the last day of the session. According 
to my experience, and what I have seen of this 
body and the other, it requires a little more ob- 
servance of order on that than any other day. And 
what is the admission on the other side? The 
admission is, that this is a thing which has oc- 
curred a hundred times. Shall it go down to his- 
tory that the Senate of the United States have 
permitted a habit to grow up of popular applause, 


‘| as in the gallery of a theater, and that they had 
Mr. HALE. If there is going to be so serious | ecuted. The misfortune is, that one day one man | 


is in the chair, and another hour of the same day | 


not the characier or the force to preserve thet 
dignity by ordering the galleries to be cleared? | 
do not believe in any such principle. | think it 
strikes at the foundation of popular governmen’, 
because popular government must be a gover! 
ment of laws, not of passions, not of mere appee® 
to the sentiment of the populace; but it must 0° 
a government of laws, of laws alone, or it wil 
inevitably perish. es 

Mr. WADE. I move to lay the whole subject 
on the table. Let us get rid of it. _ : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suppose that ise uivalent 
to ordering the galleries to be cleared. The order 
has been issued. I moved to suspend the ord ¥ 
Now, if my motion is laid on the table, 11s equiv 
alent to ordering the galleries to be cleared. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questio" 
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— 1] 
is op the motion of the Senator from Ohio. That, || 
| believe, is not debatable. 

\ir. THOMSON. 1 move that the Senate ad- 
journ. | think that is in order, [** Oh, no!”’} 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey adhere to his motion? 

Mr. THOMSON. Yes, sir; 1 move that the | 
Senate adjourn. = i 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Before that is 
put, allow me to suggest to the Senator, thatif we 
adjourn now we adjourn finally. | 

Mr. THOMSON. I move that we adjourn, or 
take a recess, until seven o’clock this evening. — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks ® motion for a recess is not in order. The 
question is on the motion of the Senator from || 

iio. ae 
Mr. MASON. I am not aware that there is 
any rule of the Senate by which a member can 
move that the galleries be cleared. 1 understand 
it to be the duty of the Presiding Officer 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
from Virginia will allow the Chair. The question 
now is on the motion of the Senator from Ohio, 
to lay the motion of the Senator from Illinois on | 
the table.. 

Mr. BAKER. The whole subject. 

Mr. MASON. I was only going to speak to 
that to this extent: I do notsee that there is any- 
thine to be laid on the table. It was an order of 
the Chair, to preserve the dignity of the Senate, 
that the galleries should be cleared. I am not 
aware that there is anything to be laid on the table. 

Mr. WADE. If this question is debatable, I | 
lose the whole object | had in making the motion. | 
1 supposed it was not debatable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is not debatable. The Chair will put it to the | 
Senate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., If itbe in order, [—having | 
the permission of the Senator from Tennessee, 
who is on the floor—move that the Senate take a | 
recess until seven o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether the motion to lay on the table carries the 
order of the Chair with it? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks not 

Mr. BRIGHT. Clearly not. 

Mr. BIGLER. Therefore it is of no conse- | 





quence. } 
' Mr. WADE. I withdraw the motion, if that 
is the decision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. MASON. I ask permission to say this: 
I am not aware of any rule of the Senate by 
which a motion can be made to order the galleries 
to be cleared; I have no doubt it is in the power | 
of the Senate to do it; but it is certainly incum- 
bent on the Presiding Officer to see that the order 
of the Senate is preserved. If the Presiding Offi- 
cer makes an order that the galleries shall be 
cleared, | take it for granted that order must be 
enforced, unless, by general consent, the Presid- 
lug Officer of his own motion were to suspend it. | 
Senators around me know that there are few who 
are more regardful of the order of the Senate 
than | have been, and, I trust, ever shall be; but | 
I think the oceasion has passed by, time has been 
lost; and I would suggest to the Presiding Offi- 
cer, by general consent and acquiescence of the 


Senate, to consider the order as having been sus- 
pended for the present. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair can- | 
not do that, because the yeas and nays have been 
ordered, andthe Senator from Delaware distinctly 
refused to withdraw the call. 
_ Mr. DOUGLAS. I will withdraw my motion, | 
if the sense of the Senate accord with the sugges- 
of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. BRIGHT. We can obviate the difficulty | 
that exists by agreeing, by unanimous consent, | 
to take a recess until seven o’clock. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [take it, by unanimous con- | 
Sent, we can withdraw the call for the yeas and || 
hays, and then go on. 

lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and || 
nays have been ordered. 1 
_ Mr. BAYARD. I will not withdraw the call || 
for the yeas and nays. | 


Mr. BIGLER. t us vote. Senators will || 











| motion of the Senator from Lilinois; but the Sen- 


| insist that no motion of any kind can be enter- 


| and it would be quite proper for the Chair to sus- 


|| with the Senator from Vermont, that I must ob- 


| should not be entertained; it is itself out of order. 
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get clear of the question much more promptly by 
voting than in any other way. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I wish to sug- 
gest to the Senate, that! think itabsolutely neces- 
sary that we should have an executive session. 
There are a number of nominations entirely unex- | 


| ceptionable, thatcan easily and readily be disposed 


of. I therefore feel it my duty to make a motion 


| at this time, as perhaps the best relief we can get 
| from this matter, that the Senate proceed to the 


consideration of executive business. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I take thisoccasion to say, 
because I was not here at the commencement of 
this difficulty, that as 1 understand the rules, 
when the Chair orders the galleries to be cleared, 
it is because there is disorder inconsistent with 
proceedings. I desire the ear of the Chair itself. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair was 
speaking to the Clerk, in reference to a question 
that was on the mind of the Chair, and that was 
this: the Senator from Vermont seemed to be | 
addressing himself to the question raised by the | 


ator from Arkansas has moved an executive ses- 
sion, and the Chair thinks that that takes prece- 
dence of the other motion, and is not debatable. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I therefore ask 
that we may have the vote. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


is on the motion that the Senate proceed to the 


| consideration of executive business. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I object even to that. I 


tained, after an order to clear the gaileries vy the 
Chair, until that order has been executed, not 
even a motion to suspend the order; because it is 
predicated on the idea that disorder is inconsistent 
with the proceedings of the body; and therefore 
the order must be executed that the body may 
proceed. I object to all proceedings of this body 
until that order is either executed or withdrawn. 
I agree entirely with the Senator from Virginia, 
that, by the very entertaining of these motiuns, 
the occasion has ceased, order has been restored, 


pend the further execution of it for the present. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 

is on the motion that the Senate proceed to the | 

consideration of executive business. | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. lam so clearly satisfied 


that that motion is not in order, agreeing entirely 


ject to ics being entertained. I insist that, when 
the Presiding Officer makes an order to clear the 
galleries, it must be executed, unless he himself 
thinks proper, under circumstances subsequently 
occurring, to modify or change it. Now come in | 
other motions and other business. That cannot | 
be in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. In deference 
to what seems to -be the opinion of gentlemen, 
that it is better to carry on this contest, | with- | 
draw my motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I insist that the 
order of the Chair be executed, unless the Chair | 
itself, (which I hope will be the case, since so || 
much time has transpired and order has been re- | 
stored,) of its own mere motion, by the unan- | 
imous consent of everybody, waives the execu- || 
tion of the order under the present condition of || 
things. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chaircan- | 
not waive the execution of the order after the mo- | 
tion of the Senator from Illinois has been enter- | 
tained, and the yeas and nays have been ordered 
on the motion of the Senator from Delaware; and 
the Senator from Delaware will not withdraw the 
eall. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the ground I take is 
correct, that motion of the Senator from Delaware | 





Mr. BAYARD. My motion cannot be out of || 
order to call the yeas and nays, unless the motion | 
of the Senator from Illinois is out of order to sus- | 
pend the execution of the order of the Chair. 

Mr.COLLAMER. I misunderstood the Chair. 
A motion to suspend the order was made; and by 
whomsoever it may have been made—I was not in 
order at that time—the motion itself should not be 
entertained by the Chair. That is my view. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


| state that the Chair entertained that motion with 


some doubt; but the motion has been entertained, 
and there has been no appeal from the decision of |. 








the Chair in entertaining the motion as in order. 
The question, therefore, is on that motion. 

Mr. BIGLER. There is only one solution to 
it. Let us have a vote, and that will end it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will appeal from the 
decision of the Chair entertaining the motion to 
suspend the rule. I say the motion itself ought 
not to be entertained; and I appeal, therefore, 
from the decision of the Chair entertaining it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
will be: whether the decision of the Chair shall 
remain as the judgment of the Senate ? 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator from Vermont 
should observe that the custom of this body alone 
would make a law for the Presiding Officer. ‘That 
motion has been made here, and repeated. Fur- 
thermore, it is perfectly competent for the body 
to overrule any Sesielon orany order of the Chair, 
and perfectly competent for the body to suspend 
its own orders. Now, sir, the only disposition 
we can make, and that which we can make the 
most promptly, is to vote on the motion offered 
by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. WADE. 1 have no doubt if we keep up 
this debate a little longer, it will have jast the 
same effect as would the execution of the order; 
for the audience, if they have any taste at all, I 
think will be dispersed about as quick by this de- 
bate as by the execution of the order, and there- 
fore I care but little whether we keep on with the 
debate or enforce the order. 

Mr. MASON. I know that executive business 
ought to be transacted; and I move, therefore, 
that the Senate go jnto executive session; and on 
that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suppose th*+ is not in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| now before the Senate, is on the appeal of the 
| Senator from Vermont, from the decision of the 


Chair. 

Mr. MASON. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of that subject until to-morrow, and 
then I shall move to go into executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Virginia that he con- 
siders the motion to go into executive session in 
order; but the other motion the Chair does not 
consider in order on the question that is now be- 
fore the Senate. Does the Senator make a motion 


| to go into executive session? 


Mr. MASON. Yes,sir; and I ask the yeas and 
nays upon it. 

Mr. RICE. That is not in order. The only 
motion that could be in order—and it is doubtful 
whether that would be in order or not at this 


| stage of the proceedings—would be a motion to 


adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I raise this question: the 
Senator from Tennessee is entitled to the floor, 
and nobody can deprive him of it. You may sus- 
_ proceedings in order to clear the galleries, 
out you cannot take the floor from the Senator 


| from Tennessee to go into executive session, or 


to adjourn, or for any other purpose. He is en- 
titled to the floor for every purpose, except clear- 
ing the galleries. 

Mr. BAYARD. I understand that the question 
now before the Senate is on the appexi made by 
the Senator from Vermont from the decision of the 


| Chair. I had not thought of the question at first. 


I think the honorable Senator from Vermont is 
right. The motion made by the Senator from 
Illinois was out of order. By the rules of this 
body, the Chair isto preserve order;and you might 
as well pretend to suspend any of your rules as 
suspend the order of the Chair by a motion made 
in the Senate, when there is no authority given to 
any member to make such a motion by your 
rules. I believe the decision of the Chair is abso- 
lute in that respect, and no member, nor the Senate 
itself, unless it chooses to change the rules, can 


| suspend the order to clear the galleries; and there- 
| fore I shall vote to sustain the appeal. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I proposed a few minutes 
ago to withdraw my motion, and the Senator re- 
fused because the yeas and nays had been ordered, 
and now he is arguing that the motion I wanted 
to withdraw 1s outof order. 1 think, if thatis so, 
he ought to let me withdraw it. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the honorable 
Senator may desire to put me, if he pleases, in an 
inconsistent position, That may be the result, 
for aught I know; butit is not fair. I stated ex- 
pressly, that my attention had not been called to 
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the question of order before. The question of 


order necessarily supersedes every other. If the 
motion was not in order, of course, the decision 
of the Chair must stand, and the whole of the rest 
of the proceedings fall. ‘The honorable Senator 
from Vermont has made the question of order; 
and it has never occurred to me before, whether 
the motion of the honorable Senator from I}linois 
was in order under the rules of the body. I think 
the honorable Senator from Vermont right; there- 
fore, | musi vote to sustain the appeal which he 


makes, that, the Chair having given the order, tt | 


isnot competentfor the Senator from Illinois, nor 


any other member, to move to suspend the execu- 


tion of the order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will assure the Senator 
from Delaware that I was governed by no per- 
sonal feeling, and made the suggestion to him in 
kindness and good faith. Ifhe thought my motion 
was out of order, certainly he ought to permit me 
to withdraw it. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 have stated to the honorable 
Senator that when Linsisted on the call for the 
yeas and nays, the question of order had not been 
brought to my mindatall. I] had notthen thought 
of it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If that be so, permit me to 
withdraw it; and that will end the controversy. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to end 
this controversy in that way. Believing, as a ques- 
tion of order, that the motion is out of order, I 
have no objection to its being withdrawn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then 1 withdraw it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Lunderstand that motion 
is withdrawn; and now | suggest very respect- 
fully to the Chair, order having been entirely re- 
stored, that the Chair withdraw the order to clear 
the gallery. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Allow me to make one remark. 
I wish to say, With due deference to the opinion 
of the Chair, that 1 think the Chair was drawn 
into an error by the motion of the Senator from 
Illinois. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poux.) If 


the Senator from Indiana will allow him, the Chair 
was about to state, that, on reflection, he is satis- 
fied that he ouvht not to have entertained the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Illinois at all; and, from 
this course of reflection, the Senator from ‘Ten- 
nessee was entitled to the floor. The disturbance 
occurred during the remarks of the Senator from 
Tennessee. ‘The Chair proceeded to enforce the 
order that it had announced it would enforce it 
there should be disturbance in Uie galleries again. 
The Chair made the order. Then, the Senator 
from Tennessee having the floor, and his occu- 
pancy of the floor being only interrupted by the 
Chair attempting to enforce the order, it was not 
in order for the Chair to have allowed the motion 
of the Senator from Illinois to suspend the order 
for clearing the galleries. Therefore, as the Sen- 
ator from Illinois has withdrawn his motion, the 


Chair will now suspend his order, believing that | 


that will meet the views of the Senate; and the 
Chair will state again, in the hearing of the gal- 


leries, that, if the disturbance occurs again, the || 


and how long has he been ‘ stufling?”’ 


| exulting stupidity. In the West, where my friends 
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rested; and, if convicted, within the meaning and | 
scope of the Constitution, by the Eternal God I | 
would execute them. Sir, treason must be pun- 
ished. Its enormity and the extent and depth of 
the offense must be made known. The time is | 
not distant, if this Government is preserved, its 
Consutution obeyed, and its laws executed in | 
every department, when something of this kind | 
must be done. 

The Senator from Oregon, in his remarks, said 
that a mind that it required six weeks to stuff could 
not know much of anything. He intimated that I 
had been stuffed. I made my speech on the 19th 
of December. The gentleman replied. I made 
another speech, and now he has replied again; 
liow 
often has he been “ stuffed?’’ (Laughter.] He 
has been stuffed twice; and if the stuffing oper- 
ation was as severe and as laborious as the de- 
livery has been, he has had a troublesome time of 
it, for his travail has been great, and the delivery 
remarkable. [Laughter.] 

Again: he speaks of triumphant ignorance and 


Senator Dovueias and Senator Bricut are famil- 
iar, we sometimes do what we call ** sawing a 
cross cut.’’ It always requires two to perform 
the operation well. Repartee and satire, toc, are 
not limited to one. I have no disposition to in- 
dulge in them; and, in fact, I think it is unsena- 
torial. Whatever may be the character of my 
mind, I have never obtrusively made it the subject 
of consideration. I may, nevertheless, have ex- 


_ hibited now and then the * exulting stupidity and | 


triumphant ignorance’’ of which the Senator has 


spoken. Great and magnanimous minds pity 
ignorance. The Senator from Oregon, rich in 


intellectual culture, with a mind comprehensive 


enough to retain the wisdom of ages, and an eclo- 


dull, opaque, leaden. 


quence to charm a listening Senate, deplores mine; 
but he should also be considerate enough to re- 
gard my humility. 
rance, | am content to gaze at his lofty flights and 
glorious daring, without aspiring to accompany | 


him to regions for which my wings have not been || 

Gorgeously bright || 
“1 j 

To me, 


plumed, nor my eyes fitted. 
are those fair fields in which he revels. 
alas! his heaven appears but as murky regions, 
My pretension has been | 
simply to do my duty to my State and to my 


|; country. 


The Senator has thought proper to refer to the | 


| action of my State; and I may be permitted to 


galleries will be cleared, and no motion to suspend || 


that order will be allowed until the galleries are 
cleared. The Senator from Tennessee ts entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think we can now agree, by 
unanimous consent, to take a recess until seven 
o’clock. 

Mr. MASON. Lhope not. We had better not 
have a recess. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If you object, we cannot. 

Mr. MASON. I object. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘The Senator from Tennes- 
see, | suppose, has the floor; otherwise, | wanted 
to say something. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi- 
dent, | was going on to remark, in reference to a 
general allusion to treason, that if individuals 
were pointed out to me who were engaged in 
nightiv conspiracies, in secret conclaves, and is- 
suing orders directing the capture of our forts and 
the taking of our custom-houses, I would show 
who were the traitors; and that being done, the per- 
sons pointed out coming within the purview and 
scope of the provision of the Constitution which 
I have read, were 1 the President of the United 
States, | would do as Thomas Jefferson did, in 
1806, with Aaron Burr: I would have them ar- 


‘| the people; he has been reviewing my political | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


! 


i 
| 





remark, that we in the South understand some 


things as well as they are understood inthe North; |! 


and when we find one who calls himseif a north- 
ern man, who boasts of his position there, mak- 


ing great professions of friendship, greater attach- | 
ment to our institutions and our interests than we | 


do ourselves, in some minds it may have a ten- 
dency to excite suspicion. 
Oregon is more southern than the South itself. 
He has taken under his wing of protection the 
peculiar guardianship of the southern States, and 
his every utterance is upon the equality of the 
States, their rights in the Union, or their inde- 
pendence outofit. 1 think Dr. Johnson advised 
that when a mancomes to your house, and makes 
great professions of his purity, his uprightness of 
purpose, his exalted character, of being far above 
suspicion and imputation, if you have any silver- 
ware, hide it. When northern Senators and north- 


ern gentlemen make greater professions of devo- | 


tion to our institutions than we do ourselves, our 
suspicions are somewhat excited. 

The Senator has alluded to the action of my 
State; he has commented upon my devotion to 


history, and his penetrating mind has failed to 


discover anything extraordinary in it. That may | 


be. My political history cannot be comparable 
with his. He has not discovered that I ever intro- 
duced or projected any great measure except the 
‘* homestead ;’’ to that I had given great attention 
and labor. To the homestead policy I may infer 
that he was opposed. I believed it was a benefi- 
cent measure. I thought it was important that 
every honest and industrious head of a family in 
this Republie should have a home and an abiding 
nlace for his wife and children. I think so still. 

can well remember the period of time at which 
I could exult in tife assurance that I had a home 
for my family; and | know how to sympatinze 


i} with those who are not so blest. Less gifted than 


an aes 


Unpretending in my igno- || 


The Senator from | 
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| the Senator from Oregon, I did not ates a a 
| when, in the Senate, or House of oe that 
_ tives, or before the people, I advocated oo 
ure that I thought had a tendency to all; vi mene 
ameliorate the condition of the great massor,. 
kind, I was incurring the censure that is — 
crime. Lamentably devoid of his wisdom. ; 
had succeeded in accomplishing the grea: : 
I contemplated, the measure ofmy ambition a nm 
have been full. Ihave labored for it Jono. vie 
still. In 1846 it was introduced into ie Slenn 
of Representatives with but two friends. _ 150 
_it received a two-thirds vote of that House lt 
| came to the Senate of the United States, and dys, 
the last session of Congress thirty-eight Senato,, 
voted for it, and but eight against it. The ¢ ae 
tor from Oregon himself, though he doubt, d ind 
wavered, recorded his vote for it; but he is oy, 
posed to it now. I think it was one of the ha 
acts of his life; and if it had succeeded, | think ie 
would have been better for the country, as 
But he seems to intimate that I have bee 
| and acting with some that are not quite as south. 
ern as are some others. Sir, look atthe Senator's 
course this morning. Who has tried to defeat thp 
| measures that are so well calculated to restor: 


peace? Who is trying to eject the olive branch 


18 due t 


Oa 
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that has been brought into the Senate? Why dovs 
he not stand with his colleague from Oregon when 


this measure of peace is held out to the country? 
But he refers to what has been the action of my 
State. Well, sir, we all know that the issue was 
directly made; and whatis the result? Tennesse: 
has spoken in language not to be misunderstood: 
She has spoken in thunder tones that she is agains: 
violations of the Constitution and treasonaly); 
schemes, which have resulted in breaking yp 1} 
Government. ‘The Senator assumes a specia 
| guardianship over Tennessee. He had better try 
| to take care of Oregon, and leave my colleacti 
and myself, and the Representatives from Ten. 
nessee, to attend to Tennessee affairs. Where 
does he stand? His colleague is in-favor of meas- 
ures to restore peace and sustain the country, and 
he is against them; and did it occur to him that 
others might ask how he stood with the peop! 
Oregon? 'Tennessce stands redeemed, regenerated, 


|| and disenthralled by the exercise of the electiv: 


franchise, that glorious lightning-rod that con- 
ducts the thunder of tyrants off the heads of thy 
people. If the people of our sister States had 
enjoyed the same privilege of going to the ballot- 
box, and passing their judgment upon the ordi- 
nances of secession, | believe more of them would 
have stood with Tennessee to-day than now stand 
with her. But the people have been overslaugied, 
a system of usurpation has been adopted, and a 
reign of terror instituted. 

The Senator is exceedingly solicitous about 
Tennessee. I am inclined to think—I do not in- 
tend to be censorious or personal, bt entirely 
senatorial—that at twelve o’clock, on Monday 
next, or a few minutes before, when the hand of 
the dial is moving round to mark that important 
point of time, instead of thinking about the acti 
of my Siate, he may soliloquize with Cardu 


| Wolsey: 








| “* Nay, then, farewell ! 
I have touch’d the highest point of all my greatness, 
i} And, from that full meridian of my glory, 
1} I haste now to my setting: I shall fall 
i] Like a bright exhalation in the evening, 
| And no man see me more.”’ 
| 
j 
| 


If the Senator has received the news from Ten- 


Y y 


omy oats 
nessee, if it has broken upon his mind, 
| feel like Macbeth, when told by Macduff tiat 4° 
was not of woman born: 
« Accursed be that tongue that tells me 50, 
For it hath cow’d my better partotman: 
And be these jugzling fiends no more believ’¢ 
That palter with us in a double sense 5 
That keep the word of promise to our ear, 
And break it to our hope.” 


. | 
Yes, sir, I alluded to treason and traitors; °" 
while 1, her humble representative, was speak!) 
Tennessee sent an echo back, in tones of _— 
der, that has carried terror and dismay throug’ 
| the whole camp of traitors. ra a 
The Senator has alluded to my political course. 
What had that to do with the pending — 
I did not attack the Senator from Oregon; he ha 
attacked me. I had not even made an allusior 
| him in my speech, except in general — ; 
| he inquires into my consistency. How cons"” 
| ent has he been? We know how he stands upol 
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oular or squatter sovereignty. On that subject, 
enoke at Concord, New Hampshire, where he 
ined that the inhabitants of the Territories 
the best judges; that they were the very peo- 


‘ settle all these questions; but when he came | 
at the last Congress, he could make a speech | 


» which he repeated, | cannot tell how many 


mes, ‘the equality of the States, the rights of | 
the States in the Union, and their rights out of | 


he Union;’’ and he thus shifted his course. If 
the conflict between his speech made in Concord 
in 1856, and his speech made here on the 25th day 
of May last, can be reconciled, according to all 


THE 


| 


| 


rules of construction, it is fair to reconcile the con- | 


} 


fict. If the diserepancy is so great between his 
speech made then and his speech on the 25th of 
May last, of course the discrepancy Is against 
him; but | am willing to let one speech set off the 


other, and to make honors easy, so far as speech- 


making is concerned. ’ 
Then, how does the matter stand? There is one 
eneech one way, and there is another speech the 
other way. Now, we will come to the sticking 
noint. You have seen the equivocation to-day. 
You have seen the cuttle-fish attempt to becloud 
the water and elude the grasp of his pursuer. | 
intend to stick to you here to-day, as close and 
as tioht as what I think I have heard called some- 
where “JeW David’s Adhesive Plaster.’?’ How 
does your vote stand as compared with your 
speeches? Your speeches being easy, [ shall throw 


in the scale against you the weight of what you | 


swore. How does that matter stand? I intend 
to refer to the record. By referring to the record, 


it will be found that Mr. Ciiveman offered the | 


following as an amendment to the fourth resolu- 
tion of the series introduced by Mr. Davis: 

“ Resolved, ‘That the existing condition of the Territories 
of the United States does not require the intervention of 
Congress for the protection of property in slaves.”? 


What was the vote on the amendment pro- | 


pose d to that resolution by Mr. Brown, to strike 
out the word *not.’’? I want the Senator’s at- 
tention, for | am going to stick to him, and if he 
can get away from me he has got to obliterate the 
records of his country. How would it read, to 
strike out the word **not?”’ 

“That the existing condition of the Territories of the 
United States, does require the intervenuon of Congress 
for the protection of property in slaves.”’ 

Among those who voted against striking out 
the word ** not,’’ who declared that protection of 

ery in the ‘Territories by legislation of Con- 
gress Was unnecessary, was the Senator from 
When wasthat? On the 25th day of May 
last. The Senator, under the oath of his office, de- 
clared that legislation was not necessary. 
where do we find him? Here isa proposition to 
amend the Constitution, to protect the institution 


Oregon 


Now | 


of slavery in the States, and here is the proposi- | 


tion brought forward by the peace conference, 
and we find the Senator standing against the one, 
and 1 believe he recorded his vote against the 
other. 

But, let us travel along. We have only applied 
one side of this plaster. The Senator voted that 
it Was not necessary to legislate by Congress for 
the protection of slave property. Mr. Brown then 
offered the amendment to the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. Davis, to strike out all after the word 
‘*resolved’’ and to insert in lieu thereof: 

“That experience having already shown that the Consti- 


r 
> 


tution and the common law, unaided by statutory enact- | 


ment, do not atlord adequate and sufficient protection to 
“lave property —some of the Territories baving failed, others 
Having refused, to pass such cuactments—it has become 

duty of Congress to interpose, and pass such laws as 
Will afford to stave property in the Territories that protec- 
Won Which is given to other kinds of property.” 


We have heard a great deal said here to-day of 
other kinds,’’ and every description of prop- 
erty. There is a naked, clear proposition. Mr. 


“ 


oa 


Brown says it is needed; that the court and the | 


‘ommon law do not give ample protection; and 
then the Senator from Oregon is called upon; but 


what is his vote? We find, in the vote upon this || 


amendment, that but three Senators voted for it; 


and the Senator from Oregon records his vote,and | 


“ays *“*no;”’ it shall not be established; and every 
on man, save three, voted against it also. 
hen was that? On the 25th day of May last. 


( re isan amendment, now, to protectand secure | 
cme States against any encroachment upon the | 
‘sutution within the States; and there the Sena- | 


tor from Oregon swore that no further legisiation 
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| was necessary to protect it in the Territories. 


Well, his speeches in honors being easy, and he 
| having sworn to it in the last Congress, I am 
| inclined to take his oath in preference to his 
speeches, and one is a fair set-off against the 
other. Then, all the amendments being voted 
down, the Senate came to the vote upon this res- 
olution: 

“That if experience should at any time prove that the 


judicial and executive authority do not possess means to 
insure adequate protection to constitutional rights in a Ter- 


fuse to provide the necessary remedies for that purpose, it 
will be the duty of Congress to supply such deficiency, 
within the limits of its constitutional powers.” 


| Does not the resolution proceed upon the idea 
| that it was not necessary then; but if hereafter 
the Territories should refuse, and the courts and 
the common law could not give ample protection, 
then it would be the duty of Congress to do this 
thing ? ; C 
of May last? 
with us? Is there not the Constitution carrying 
it there? Why was not this resolution, declaring 
protection necessary, passed during the last Con- 
gress? The presidential election was on hand. 
| I have been held up, and indirectly censured, 
because I have stood by the people; because | 
have advocated those measures that are sometimes 
called demagogical. | would to God that we had 
a few more men here who were for the people in 
fact, and who would legislate in conformity with 
their will and wishes. 
and dangers that surround us now, would be post- 
poned and set aside; they would not be upon us. 
But in May last, we could not vote that it was 
necessary to pass a slave code for the Territories. 
Oh, no; the presidential election was on hand. 
We were very willing then to try to get northern 
votes; to secure their influence in the passage of 
resolutions; and to crowd some men down, and 
let others up. It was all very well then; but since 
the people have determined that somebody else 


tlemen do not have as good an opinion of the 
people as they had before; we have changed our 
views about it. } 
well of us as we desired they shouid; and if I 
could not get to be President or Vice President 
of all these United States, rather than miss it al- 
together, | would be perfectly willing to be Pres- 
ident ofa part; and therefore we will divide—yes, 
we will divide. 1 am in favorof secession; of 


should be President of the United States, all at || Alabama, of Georgia, ofany of those States, passed 


once the grape has got to be very sour, and gen- | 


They have not thought quite as | 


What has transpired since the 25th day | 
Is not the decision of the court | 


If we had, the difficulties | 


| breaking up the Union; of having the rights of the | 


States out of the Union; and as I signally failed 
in being President of all, as the people have de- 
cided against me, we have reached that precise 
roint of time at which the Government ought to 
i broken up. It looks a little that way. 

I have no disposition, Mr. President, to press 
this controversy further. If the Senator from Ore- 
gon is satisfied with the reply-he has made to my 
speech or my speeches, I am more than satisfied. 
1 am willing that his speeches and mine shall go 
to the country; and, as to the application and un- 


ritory, and if the territorial government should fail or re- 


derstanding of the authorities that are recited by | 


_each, I am willing to leave an intelligent public 
| to determine that question. I shall make no issue 
with him on that subject. I feel—and I say it in 
no spirit of egotism—to-day that, in the reply I 
| made to his speech, I vanquished every position 
he assumed; nailed many of his statements to 
the counter as spurious coin; and I felt that [had 


plained away, and a fact that cannot be upturned. 


the arguments, that I had the authority; and so 
feeling, | know when I have my victim within 
my grip. | know an argument that cannot be ex- | 


The Senator felt it; I know he felt it from the | 


feeling he has manifested, from the manner in 
which he has nursed his feelings and his wrath 
until this occasion, to pour them out. Yes, sir, 
in that contest, figuratively speaking, I impaled 


what little | am going to say, to mutilate the dead 
or add one single additional pang to the tortures 
of the already politically damned. I am a hu- 
mane man; I will not add one pang to the intol- 
erable sufferings of the distinguished Senator from 
Oregon. (Laughter.} I sought no controversy 


been forced upon me. How many have attacked 
me; and is there a single man, north or south, who 
is in favor of this glorious Union, who has dared 


him, and I left him quivering. He felt it. 1 saw | 
it; and I have no disposition now, in concluding 


with him; I have made no issue with him; it has | 


i} mass of the people not consulted, nor their ass 
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to make an assault on me? Is there one? No; 
notone. But it is all from secession; it is all 
from that usurpation where a reign of terror has 
been going on. 


a~ 


I repeat again, the Senator has made a set-to on 
me. I am satisfied, if he is. I am willing that his 
speech and mine shall go to the country, and let 
an intelligent people read and understand, and see 
who is right and who is wrong on this great issue. 

But, sir, [ alluded to the faci that secession has 
been brought about by usucpation. During the 
last forty days, six States of this Confederacy 
have been taken out of the t"sion; how? By the 
voice of the people? No; it is demagogism to 
talk of the people. By the voice of the freemen 
of the country? No. By whom has it been done? 
Have the people of South Carolina passed upon 
the ordinance adopted by their convention? No; 
but a system of usurpation was instituted, and a 
reign of terror Inaugurated. How was it in Geor- 
gia? Have the people there passed upon the or- 
dinance of secession? No. We know that there 
was a powerful party there, of passive, conserv- 
ative men, who have been overslaughed, borne 
down; and tyranny and usurpation have tri- 
umphed. A convention passed an ordinance to 
take the State out of the Confederacy; and the 
very same convention appointed delegates to go 
to acongress to make a constitution, without con- 
sulting the people. So with Louisiana; so with 


| Mississippi; so with all the six States which have 


undertaken to form a new confederacy. 
the people been consulted ? 
stance, 


j Have 
Not ina single in- 
We are in the habit of saying that man 
is capable of self-government; that he has the right, 
the unquestioned right, to govern himself; but 
here, a government has been assumed over him; 
it has been taken out of his hands, and at Mont- 
gomery a set of usurpers are enthroned, legislat- 
ing,and making constitutions and adopting them, 
without consulting the freemen of the country. 


Do we not know it to be so? Have the people of 


upon it? No; but a constitution is adopted by 
those men, with a provision that it may be changed 
by a vote of two thirds. Four votes,ina conven- 
tion of six, can change the whole organic law of 
a people eonstituting six States. Is not thisa 
coup d’etat equal to any of Napoleon? Is it not 
a usurpation of the people’s rights? In some of 
those States, even our stars ana our stripe s have 
been changed. One State has a palmetto, another 


| hasa pelican, and the lastthat I can enumerate on 


this occasion, is one State that has the rattlesnake 
runup asanemblem. Ona former occasion, | 
spoke of the origin of secession; and I traced its 
early history to the garden of Eden, when the 
serpent’s wile and the serpent’s wickedness be- 
guiled and betrayed our first mother. After that 
occurred, and they knew light and knowledge, 
when their Lord and Master turned to them, they 
seceded, and hid themselves from his presence. 
The serpent’s wile and the serpent’s wickedness 
first started secession; and now, secession brings 
about a return of the serpent. Yes, sir; the wily 
serpent, the rattlesnake, has been substituted as 
the emblem on the flag of one of the seceding 
States; and that old flag, the stars and the stripes, 
under which our fathers fought and bled and con- 
quered, and achieved our rights and our liberties, 
is pulled down and trailed in the dust, and the 
rattlesnake substituted. Will the American peo- 
ple tolerate it?) They will be indulgent; time, I 
think, is wanted; but they will not submit to it. 

A word more in conclusion. Give the border 
States that security which they desiré, and the 
time will come when the other States will come 
back; when they will be brought back—how?2 Not 
by the coercion of the border States, but by the 
coercion of the people; and those leaders who have 
taken them out will fall beneath the indignation 
and the accumulating force of that public opinion 
which will ultimately crush them. The gentle- 
men who have taken those States out are not the 
men to bring them back. 

I have already suggested that the idea may have 
entered into some minds, ** if we cannot get to be 
President and Vice President of the whole United 
States, we may divide the Government, set upa 
new establishment, have new offices, and monop- 
olize them ourselves when we take our States out.”’ 


| Here we see a President made, a Vice President 


made, cabinet officers appointed, and yet the great 
ne 
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obtained in any manner whatever. The people 
of the country ought to be aroused to this condi- 
tion of things; they ought to buckle on their 
armor; and, as Tennessee has done, (God bless 





her!) by the exercise of the elective franchise, by | 


TH 





2 


going to the ballot-box under a new set of lead- | 
ers, they will repudiate and put down those men | 


who have carried these States out and usurped a 
government over their heads. I trust in God that 
the old flag of the Union will never be struck. I 
hope it may long wave, and that we may long 
hear the nauonal air sung: 

“The star-spangied banner, long may it wave, 

O’er the land of the tree and the home of the brave !”? 

Long may we hear old Hail Columbia, that 
good old national air, played on all our martial 
instruments! iong may we hear, and never repu- 
diate, the old tune of Yankee Doodle! Long may 
wave that gallant old flag which went through the 
Revolution, and which was borne by Tennessee 
and Kentucky at the battle of New Orleans, upon 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, announced that the House had 
passed the following bills and joint resolutions of 
the Senate: 

A bill (No. 19) legalizing certain entries of 
lands on Leavenworth island, in the State of 
Missouri; 


Corbin; 
A bill (No. 565) for the relief of Lewis War- 
rington, paymaster, United States Navy; 
| A bill (No. 567)donating to the States of Min- 
| nesota and Oregon certain ) Bo reserved by Con- 
gress for the Territories of Minnesota and Oregon; 
A joint resolution (No. 45) authorizing the issue 
_ of the same quota of arms to the State of Califor- 


|| nia for the years 1850 and 185] as was issued to 


that soil the right to navigate the Mississippi | 


near which they are now denied. Upon that 
bloody field the starsand stripes waved in triumph; 
and, in the language of another, the Goddess of 
Liberty hovered around when ** the rocket’s red 
giare’’ 
raging, and watched the issue: and the conflict 
grew fierce, and the issue was doubtful; butwhen, 
at length, victory perched upon your stars and 


your stripes, it was then on the plainsot New 1] 


went forth, indicating that the battle was | 


Orleans that the Goddess of Liberty made her | 


loftest faght, and proclaimed victory in strains of 


exultation. Will Tennessee ever desert the grave | 


of him who bore itin triumph, or desert the flag 


that he waved with success? No; we were in the | 


Union before some of these States were spoken 
into existence; and we intend to remain in, and 
insist upon—as we 
shall get—ail our constitutional rights and protec- 
tion in the Umon, and under the Constitution of 
the country. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frrcn in 
the chair.) Lt will become’ the unpleasant, but 
imperative, duty of the Chair to clear the galleries. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I have done. 

|The applause was renewed, and was louder 
and more general than before. Huisses were suc- 
ceeded by applause, and cheers were given and 


reiterated, with ** three cheers more forJohnson.’’} | 


have the confident belief we | 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Sergeant- | 
at-Arms will immediately clear the galleries, and | 


the order will not be rescinded. 

[As the assistants of the Sergeant-at-Arms pro- 
eceded to execute the order, many of the specta- 
tors hissed and clapped, stamped their feet, and 
indulged tin other expressions of feeling. ] 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant- 


at-Arms will arrest every man he can find who is || 


guilty of this disorderly conduct; and after the 
galleries are cleared, the doors will be locked. 

Mr. RICE. lI ask for the reading of the rule 
that authorizes the Chair to clear the galleries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rule will 
not be read. The Chair has passed the order, 
and no rule will be read and no business done 
until the galleries are cleared. 

Mr. MASON _ Business must be suspended 
until order 1s restored. 
Mr. KENNEDY 
to ask 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 





Nothing is in 


| 
| 





If in order, I should like | 


order; no motion can be entertained until the gal- 


leries are cieared. 


Mr. KENNEDY. I should like to know if it 


is in erder to move thatthe doors shall be locked? || 


Mr. WILSON. | hope the eastern [the ladies} 


gallegy will be cleared also. 


* The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order is || 


general; all will be cleared. 

After an interval of ten minutes, during which 
the gentlemen’s gallery had been cieared, but 
nee spectators still remained in the ladies’ gal- 
ery, 

Mr. PUGH. I should like to know if the 
Sergeant-at-Arms has executed the order of the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hopes that Senators will preserve order on the 
floor while the galleries are being cleared. 

The order having been executed by clearing the 
galleries and locking the doors leading to them, 
the Presiding Officer announced that the business 
of the Senate would be proceeded with. 


| 
| 








that State in 1852; 

A joint resolution (No. 65) authorizing Captain 
Willam L. Hudson, of the United States Navy, 
to accept a diamond brooch for his wife, presented 
to her by the Emperor of Russia; 

A joint resolution (No. 67) authorizing W. H. 
Smiley, United States commercial agent at the 
Falkland Islands, to receive a telescope tendered 
to him by the Belgian Government. 


1] ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 
ident: 

A bill (S. No. 149) making appropriations to 
supply a deficiency in the appropriations for the 
completion of the geological survey of Oregon and 


A bill (S. No. 270) for the relief of John H. 
| Wheeler; 
| A bill (S. No. 501) for the relief of Henry Rice; 
| A bill (S. No. in provide for a temporary 
' government for the Territory of Dakota, and to 
| create the office of surveyor general therein; 

A bill (S. Na. 563) to organize the Territory 
of Nevada; a 

A bill (H. R. No. 971) making appropriations 
for the service ofthe Post Office Department durin 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1862; an 

A bill (H. R. No. 1007) declaring the value of 
the new silver florin of Austria. 

SUNDAY SESSION. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 suppose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that there is no probability of our closing 
_ the session, with anything like decent attention to 

the business of the Senate, to-night. I think the 

| circumstances which surround us require us to 

| meet to-morrow, Sunday as it is. I move, there- 

fore, that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourns 

| to meet to-morrow at eleven o’clock, the usual 
| hour. I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. BRIGHT. .I hope so too. It has been 


| 

| Washington Territories; 
' 
j 


| done before. 


| Mr. CRITTENDEN. It has been done. 


‘| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitcn.) 


The Senator will permit the Chair to remark, that 

a motion to adjourn, if carried, would be, in the 

estimation of the Chair, a vote of the Senate to 
adjourn until that hour, unless some other order 
was specially made, or unless there be some rule 
on the subject. 

Several Senators. Not Sunday. 

Mr. HUNTER. We adjourn until Monday, 
unless there isa special order to the contrary. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators are 
| correct. It would be an adjournment until Mon- 
/day. It requires a speciai motion to meet to- 
morrow. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The motion of the Senator 
| from Kentucky is, to adjourn until to-morrow at 
eleven o’clock, as a special order. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move, as a special 
_ order, that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow at 

eleven o’clock. 
| Mr.TRUMBULL. I wish to make a sugges- 

tion. I shall agree with the Senator from Ken- 
,tucky to adjourn until to-morrow; but I was 
about to suggest to him that it is evident we shall 
_ have a night session, which will run, mostlikely, 
| into Monday; and to save the scruples of some 
_gendemen, I suggest that we adjourn until seven 
olclock to-morrow evening, and then we may 
| have a night session, and continue on till Mon- 
| day. If we meet to-morrow at eleven o'clock, we 
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A bil! (No. 399) for the relief of Thomas G. | 





March 2 
I = 
|| Shall probably run into the night at any rate I 
| should prefer—and I am quite sure s : 

Senators around me would—that 

journing until eleven o’clock to-morrow we ad 
journ until to-morrow evening at seven o’el ck 
” Mr. DIXON. Six. eek. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Or six. 
|, about the hour. 
| Mr. RICE. Mr. President— — 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I can only assure my 
friend from Illinois that I fear nothine Will be 
done at that time. If we meet at all, we should 
/meet at the usual hour. I would respectfully 
| suggest ; 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair jy 
_under the necessity of asking members to pre- 
serve order. The Chair understood that the Sp». 
ator from Illinois had closed his remarks, and hyp 
_ recognized the Senator from Minnesota. ; 

Mr. RICE. I asked a few moments ago fy, 
the reading of the rule that authorized the Pro. 
| siding Officer to clear the galleries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wi 
inform the Senator that there is no special rule of 
| the kind. 
| Mr. RICE. I perhaps was wrong in that: | 
| [have observed during this entire session, upon 
| every exciting occasion, an overflowing of th 
_ galleries; and instead of censuring the persons who 
|| have occupied the seats there, I think the blam 
| rested with the Senate. I believe it was the duty 
| of the Presiding Officer to have issued orders that 
| no greater number should be admitted to the gai- 
leries than could be comfortably seated. Tha: 
rule has been invariably disregarded; and the gal- 
| leries have been crowded to overflowing. Had 
— decorum been observed, no more would b: 

ave been admitted than could be comfortably 
seated, and then the officers of the Senate could 
point out those who were disposed to disturb the 
proceedings of the Senate. i do hope, although 
we have arrived at this late hour, that the Senat 
will take some order to correct this. Let proper 
officers be stationed at the doors, and no more 
persons admitted than can be comfortably seated, 
| and then the disturbers of the peace can be pointed 
out. When there are only three or four who are 
so disposed, that they should cause four or five 
hundred respectable people to be turned out, is an 
| insult to the country and derogatory to the dig- 

nity of the Senate. 1 hope that older Senators wi! 
| take this matter in heals and see that it be prop- 
erly provided for hereafter. 

Mr. KENNEDY. If it be in order, I should 
like to move that for the residue of the session 
the doors of the galleries be locked. No one has 
more respect for popular opinion than myself, but 
| I like to see that popular opinion expressed in thi 
proper place. It certainly is not to be expressed 
in the Senate of the United States. I think tle 
insult offered to the dignity of this body to-day, 
has been the most glaring insult ever offered \ 
| the dignity of the Senate since the Government 
| has been formed. , 
| Mr. RICE. The same thing has occurred forty 
|| times this session. 
| Mr. KENNEDY. Not one time to one tenth 
‘the extent. The Chair remonstrated, and whi! 
| the remonstrance was being made by the Chair 
the popular outburst was so overwhelming and 
| insulting, as to render the Senate Chamber noth- 
| ing more nor less than a market-house mob. _ 
| Mr. MASON. With great respect, I call (« 
| Senator to order. There is a question pending, 
| and his motion, therefore, is not in order. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I yield. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 have allowed thest 


them ee or rather, I could not prevetl! 
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ire SOME other 
» Instead of aq. 


I do not care 
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them. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair sup 
posed that the Senatorfrom Kentucky had yielded 


the floor. ; 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move that when the 
Senate adjourn, it be to meet to-morrow at eieve 
o’clock. “ie 
Mr. POLK. For one, I do not see the nec’s 
sity for any such thing. I think we had — 
go on with our session, and we can probably: s- 
charge the remaining duties of the session ¥' 
A necessity of sitting to-morrow. 


> ° ol 
I shall not come here, unless it 18 & matter ¢ 
il] I not vor 
i to meet to-morrow morning atelever 


eee necessity; especially W 
do not think there is any necess!'Y 


deliberate 
| o'clock. 
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LS61. Ce 

frit. Let us go on now; we have until twelve 

ah eck to-mght. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is impossible to hear 
tis said in this confusion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
, unwillingly requests Senators to preserve 

der. The confusion within the hall ts such 


WwW 


Chair. 


. peither the clerks nor the Chair can hear any | 


sop that is made, or any remark. 
‘Mr. WILSON. Mr. President— 
Mr. POLK. I believe I am entitled to the floor. 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Missouri is on the floor. 
1 shall not repeat what I have 


i 


Mr. POLK. 
said, because I spoke loud enough to have been 
heard, if there was proper order in the Senate. I 
will, therefore, add to what I have said, that I, 


for one, Will not consent now, at this hour of the | 


dav. six o’clock in the evening, deliberately to 
vote, as a Senator of the United States, that the 
Senate shall meet to-morrow morning at eleven 
o'clock, in advance of the necessity. That, at 


} ' 
ICUS, 


will not meet the public sentiment of the | 


country. I hope, therefore, that the Senator from | 


Kentucky will, at all events, not make his motion 
now. Indeed, sir, I think we had better keep on 
in session until we get through; and if we are not 
able to get through at twelve o’clock to-night, and 


if we are compelled, then, to hold on a little longer, | 


there will be some good reason for it, some more 


show of necessity than there will be for us to | 


adjourn over deliberately, to meet on Sunday 
morning at eleven o’clock; and, for one, | cannot 
give my consent to vote for such a proposition as 
that. Itissaidit has often transpired heretofore. 
It has never taken place since I have been amem- 


THE 


willing, if that would be satisfactory to gentle- 

men, to modify the motion, so as to say that we 

meet at four or five o’clock. Our dinners are all | 

over by that time, the day is passed, all its duties | 

may have been attended to, and we meet here at 

five o’clock. But we must have another day. 
Several Senators. Say six o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Very well. 1 will agree 
to that if it will be satisfactory. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I should like to make one 
suggestion. There is a resolution on the table 
suspending the rule that prohibits the reading of 
constitutional amendments twice onthe same day. 
Let that be passed now; let the rule be suspended; | 
then let the proposition from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, amending the Constitution, have its 
third reading, and then we can adjourn over until | 
to-morrow evening. It will not take five minutes 
to give it the third reading now, by adopting that 
resolution. 
the proposition on its second reading, certainly | 
there will be no objection to suspending the rule 

and letting it have its third reading at this time. 
Mr. BIGLER. I have repeatedly during the 
day endeavored to get a decision on that resolu- | 
tion, for the reason that it involves this whole 
question. If the Senate decides not to pass the 
resolution, and suspend the rule, then the motion 
of the Senator from Kentucky will be proper. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky. 


ber of the Senate, though that is but a short time, | 


to be sure, comparatively with the experience of 


many Senators on this floor; it has only been the | 


experience of four years. | hope the Senate will 
not now take any such action, but will go on with 


their session continuously, until they have dis- | 


charged all the remaining duties that they ought 
to meet during this session, and then adjourn for 


the session; or, rather, adjourn to meet on Mon- | 


day, for the purpose of witnessing and taking part 
in the inauguration ceremonies, 

Mr. WILSON. I concur entirely in what has 
been said by the Senator from Missouri. I hope, 
at this hour of the day, we shall not make this 
order. Let us stay here until midnight, attend to 
our business, and then stay until daylight, if ne- 


cessary, and I have no doubt we can do all the | 
business the country requires of us; but let us not | 


deliberateiy here and now make an order that we 


will meet on the Sabbath day, unless it be abso- | 


lutely necessary for the interests of the country. 
If it be so, Lam ready tocome here; but we have 


these resolutions under consideration, and I hope | 


we shall go on and consider them and vote upon 
them. Therefore I hope this motion will be with- 
drawn, or that, if it be insisted upon, it will be 
voted down, and we shall go on with our business 


this evening; and if we find after midnight that we | 


must meet to-morrow, then I am sure we shall 
all agree to come here for the purpose of trans- 
acung the public business; bui lade not believe it 
is necessary, or will be necessary. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


I have supposed it | 


would be necessary, and it is upon that hypoth- | 
esis that | ask that the Senate meet to-morrow, | 


ateleven o’clock. 
Objections have been made in point of order, to 
the consideration of the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution. It cannot be read again, accord- 


ing to the rules, if we sit until twelve o'clock to- | 


morrow. I consider that in the condition of the 


I believe it will be necessary. | 


country, this is a work of the highest necessity; | 


this is a work of national charity; and if we may 
help an ox out of the pit on Sunday, we shall be 


excused for trying to helpa nation out of its diffi- 
cult 


b 


the uses to which it ought to be applied. It is the 


last day of your session, and for all I know, may 
be the last 


about sittin 
Mr. P 


not be w 


gs 
g. 
resident, there are gentlemen who wonld 


Suggest an evening session to-morrow. 1 donot 
wish to do anything but that which is most agree- 


y. L hope [ havea proper respect for the Sab- | 
athday. Lhope I havea proper notion and idea of || 


illing to attend at eleven o’clock, but who | 


ay of this Union, and yet we hesitate | 


able to the Senate, consistent with my own no- | 


“ons of what are our duties here. 


I shouid be | 


Mr. BIGLER. Ifthe Senator from Kentucky 
will permit me, I will make the motion to take up 
the resolution suspending the 26th rule. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I want to suggest to 
my friend from Pennsylvania that I do not wish | 
to relinquish my motion now. Let us pass it; | 
and then if we can get through our business we 
can annul it. 


As only five Senators voted against | 
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tions that Senators may desire; but I presume 
there will be no objection to the report. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not see that there is any 
necessity for speedy action on that report, un- 
less the object be to get the business in such a 
condition that Senators may leave, and compel us 
to break up without a quorum, and not give usa 
vote on the other questions. 

Mr. FESS ENDEN . lean assure the Senator 
there is no such design on my part. | never 
dreamed of such a thing for a moment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Hence it can make no dif- 
ference with the Senator whether we vote now or 
an hour hence on this report. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have the floor, and move 
that the report be concurred in. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Does it require unanimous 
consent? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Notat all. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. IL asked the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It does not. 
The report is before the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
message from the House of Representatives on 
the same subject. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I desire to know if it 
be a privileged question, so as to supersede my 
motion. It may be a privilege to make the re- 
port; but does the privilege extend any further? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that, as a privileged question, it Is 


already exhausted. 


Mr. BIGLER. That is true. oN 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well; let the vote be || 


taken. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A message from the House of Representatives, | 


| by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 


House concurred in the report of the committee | 
of conference on the bill (H.R. No. 899) making 

appropriations for the support of the Army for | 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like now to pre- | 


sent the report of the committee of conference on 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Sol supposed. Then, 
I insist on my motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have a 
vote on the question, I have made the report; 
and I ask that it be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
readily yield to older Senators. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The report of a committee of 


| conference is a privileged question, and may be 


the bill which has just come from the House of || 


Representatives. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
thing. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I cannot yield to any- 


I desire only to make a | 


report from a committee of conference. 1 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fircn.) 
The Chair will inform the Senator from Kentucky 
that the proposition of the Senator from Maine is | 
a privileged question. The report of a committee | 
of conference is a privileged %uestion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is very short; it will 
not interfere with business a moment. I send up 
the report, and ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 





The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. | 
899) making appropriations for the support of the Army for | 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, having met, after 
fulland free conference, have agreed to recommend to their | 
respective Houses, as follows: | 

That the Senate recede from their amendments numbered | 
two, three, four, five, six, and thirty-seven. | 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the | 
amendments of the Senate numbered seven, eight, ten, 


disposed of at any time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
treated the making of the report as a privileged 
question, and not the motion to concur in the 
report. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If one part is privileged, 
the other must be. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Kentucky 
can move to lay it aside. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It has no other privi- 
lege than to make the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The House of 
Representatives have sent us a message, inform- 
ing the Senate that they have concurred in the 
report. The Chair will put the question on con- 
curring in the report. 

The report was concurred in. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PUGH, from the second committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 865) 
making appropriations for the current and con- 


| tingent expenses of the Indian department and 
| for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In- 


dian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1862, sub- 
mitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendment to the bill (H.R. No. 


| 865) making appropriations for the current and contingent 


expenses of the [ndian department and for fulfilling treaty 


| Stipulations with various [ndian tribes for the year ending 


eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seven- || 


teen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, 
twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six, twen- 
ty-seven, thirty-six, and thirty-eight. 

That the Senate concur in the first amendment of the 
House to the thirtieth amendment of the Senate, with the 
following amendment: after the word “ dollars,” in said | 
Senate amendment, in the fifth line thereof, insert: *‘ orso | 
much thereof as may be deemed necessary by the Secretary | 
of War.”? 


That the Senate concur in the second amendment of the || 


House to the thirtieth amendment of the Senate. 
That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
to the thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate. | 
W. P. FESSENDEN, | 
THOMAS BRAGG, } 
MILTON 8. LATHAM, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
JUSTIN 8. MORRILL, 
B. STANTON, 
JOHN COCHRANE, 
Managers onthe part of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


June 30, 1862, having met, after full and free ccuference, 
have agreed to recommend to their respective Houses as fol- 
lows: 

That they adopt the report of the former committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes on the amendments to 
said biil, except as to numbers five, six, and nineteen of 
said amendments ; and as tosaid amendment number nine- 
teen, they recommend that the House recede from their 
disagreement thereto, and agree to the same with the fol 
lowing amendment: Strike out the whole amendment, and 
in lieu thereof insert the following: For payment to the 
Choctaw nation or tribe of Indians, on aecount of their 
claim under the eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty 
with said nation or tribe, made the 22d of June, 1855, the 
sum of $500,000, $250,000 of which sum shall be paid in 
money ; and for the residue, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall cause to be issued to the proper authorities of the na- 
tion or tribe, on their requisition, bonds of the United 
States authorized by law at the present session of Con 
gress: Provided, Thatin the future adjustment of the claim 
of the Choctaws under the treaty aforesaid, the said sum 
sha'l be charged against the said Indians. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
fifth and sixth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 


: : | same with the following amendment to each: Provided, 
I will give any explana- || 


That the said sum may be paid, at the discretion of the 


4 


ay 
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Recretary of the Treasury, in bonds of the United States 
authorized by law at the present sess ion of Congress. 
G. E. PUGH, 
A. ©. P. NICHOLSON, 
J. R. DOOLITTLE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM A. HOWARD, 
JUSTIN S. MORRILL, 
J. W. STEVENSON, 


part of the House of Representatives 


Manacers on the 
Mr. PUGH. I move that the Senate concur in 
the report of this committee of conference and in 
the report of the former committee, as thus amend- 
ed. If any explanations are necessary, I will give 
them; otherwise, | shall not detain the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PATENT LAWS. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the second committee of 
conference the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendme 


on 


in addition to ** An act top: gmote the progress of 
the useful arts,’’ submitted the following report: 


The committee of couference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Llouses, on the amendinents to the bill (3. No. 10) 
ju addition to * Anact to promote the progress of the usetul 
arts,’ baving met, and alter a full and free 
thereon, agreed to report, and do report, as follows: 

‘To strike out all aiter the word * that,’ in the sixteenth 
section, Ana ihsert lie 
granted shal! remain in force for the term of seventeen 
years from the date of issue; and all extension of such pat 
ents is hereby proibited.” 8. A. DOUGLAS, 

G. N. PITCH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
8. 8.COX, 
AUGUSTUS FRANK, 
‘THOMAS J. BARR, 
Managers on the part of the House of Representatives. 


lollowiug: 


The report was concurred in. 
SUNDAY 
Mr. BRIGHT 


SESSION. 


to the consideration of exec tive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair must 
firat put the question on the mouon of the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Will the Senator from Ken- 
tucky allow me to lave a correction made of some 
clerical mistake in a bill? I want to’ have cor- 
rected a few clerical errors in the tariff bill, and 1 
desire to present a joint resolution for that pur- 
rose. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to know what 
they are, before it is introduced. I do not agree 

ret; let it he read, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Kentucky yield? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


but a minute. 


Does the Sen- 


There is nothing to be said about 


it. I move that when the Senate adjourn, it be 
to meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow, the 3d of 
March. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 doubt very much the 
propricty or good taste of doing that. 
been indulged by the country repeatedly in ex- 
tending our sitting of Saturday, when Sunday was 
the last day of the session, until noon on Sunday; 
and that has been excused in consideration of the 
pressing nature of the business, and the fact that 
we had not finished it. 
adjourn at the present time, or very soon, after 
working here in the afternoon, deliberately over 
until Sunday, and, after spending the intervening 
ume, or as much of the time as we deem proper, 
in sleep and refreshment, come here to work on 
that day, 1 doubt very much whether it would be 
considered and looked at with favorable eyes by 
anybody. Lam ready to go on now, in order 
to complete the business of the Senate proper, or 
to take action on the resolutions to which gentle- 
men have referred, whatever they may be. Iam 
perfectly willing to sit here so long as Senators 
deem ee to actupon them so far as I am 
concerned; and if that sitting here carries us into 
Sunday, very well. We must go on with the 
business untel such time as everybody becomes 
satisfied that we cannot act to more advantage b? 
remaining. I suggest this to Senators because | 
believe it to be a matter well worthy of their con- 
sideration. 1 am willing to labor as long as my 
strength holds out, and to go on with the proper 
business of the country, whether it isa resolution 
or anything else; bat the idea of our adjourning 


we cannot be exhausted, deliberately over until 
to-morrow, Which is Sunday, 1 think will be a 
violauon of ail precedent. { never heard of such 


I move to suspend the present | 
order of business, for the purpose of proceeding 


| 


ts to the ball (S. No. 10) | 


conterence | 


“All patents hereafter | 





My motion will take | 


We have | 


- 


| good friend from Kentucky desires? 


journment to meet to-morrow. 


a thing, and I doubt very much whether we could 


reconcile it to ourselves to do so, on more mature | 
I make these suggestions for the | 


deliberation. 
consideration of Senators, not that I have any 


parucular wish about the subject, or that L desire | 


to be considered 


Mr. LANE, 


nicer than other people. 
| have heard the Senator from 


Maine, and | indorse every word he has said on | 


the subject of adjourning to mectagain to-morrow. 


I am willing myself to sit here until Monday at | 


twelve o’clock, if the business of the country 
makes it necessary; but I shall never give my vote 
to adjourn to meet on Sunday. I will give my 
vote at a proper time to take a recess, to meet on 


the Sabbath evening, if you please, and have a | 
| session until Monday at twelve o’clock; but I 


trust the Senate will not agree to a deliberate ad- 


sit here until we have a vote on anything that my 
I will say 
for one Senator, that I will not say one word upon 
any question; but will stay here with him until 
we get a vote upon every proposition. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. The rules of the Senate 
do not permit it; and gentlemen will not dispense 
with the rules. 

Mr. LANE. [I trust they will dispense with 
the rules, so that there can be no obstacle to our 
remaining and having a vote upon any proposi- 
tion that it may be necessary to pass; but let us 
not adjourn until to-morrow. 

Mr. BAYARD. If it is in order, I should like 
to move to amend the motion by inserting ‘half 
past twelve o’clock,”’ instead of ** eleven o’clock;”’ 
and then I will vote for it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
cept that modification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn to meet 
to-morrow, the 3d of March, at half past twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. HARLAN. I want to record my vote 
against the motion; and hence I ask for the yeas 
aud nays. 

Mr. CLARK. 
time ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. CLARK. What has become of the peace 
propositions which were before the Senate when 
the order of the Senate was made to clear the gal- 
leries? No motion has been made to suspend 
them. It must be by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objection 
was made, and it is too late how to make it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We have done half a dozen 
things since. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
I should like know if the motion 
time ago is notin order. If the motion to adjourn 
now shallcarry, I think itall important, if we meet 
to-morrow, that w@sit with closed doors. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senator 


I agree to that. I ac- 


Is the motion in order at this 


| can make that motion. That isa distinct question, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. It is evident if we do 


|| not adjourn to-morrow, and have a session to- 


If, however, we should || 


morrow, we cannot act on the resolution which 
the House of Representatives have sent us, and 
which they suppose will quiet the country, and 


| prevent the further spread of insurrection and se- 


cession. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
only. 
from Kentucky has mentioned. 


I desire to make one remark 


If a necessity 


| should arise which willcrowd uson tothe hoursof 
Sabbath in order to transact the public business, I 
am willing to be here and aid in its transaction, so 


far as my vote is concerned; but that necessity 
has not arisen. We are here in the Chamber a 
few minutes after six o’clock on Saturday even- 
ing. It will be time enough to agree to meet on 
the hours of the Sabbath after the necessity shall 
have arisen. Inthe course of the next six hours, 


the condition of our business may be materially | 


changed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Have you not already 
decided that the House joint resolution shall not 
be considered until to-morrow ? You have claimed 
that it shall be read on three separate days. 


Mr. KING. The Sabbath is no day in law for 
business, and I hope the Senate will not proceed 
in open violauon of the Sabbath. 


Why cannot we | 


To- ' 
| morrow must be one of the days, and you object | 


now at this time, or within an hour ortwo, when || to sitting then. 








Jefore the question is put, | 
made a short | 


I recognize the principle that the Senator | 





| 
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' and then adjourn to meet to-morrow eveniig, at 








| very small matters, Mr. President! 


| as to the condition of the business before the Sp, 


| jority, at least, if not all of those around me. [| 
for 


| go on. 





Mr. CRITTENDEN. The meaning 
is, that the Senate shall not have the 
bility of voting on that resolution. 
many Senators here who voted to-day 
ond reading of the resolution; and many Sona. 
who are here now have made it Necessary 1, per 
to-morrow; they have erected a perfect secur 
to themselves against being called upon t, 
the responsibility of voting on it. 
meaning of it; and the honorable § 
New York, I have no doubt, in his, 
will avow that that is the object. 

Mr. KING. I think there is no business t} 
we need do to-morrow. I voted against the . 
ond reading of the resolution referred to | 7 
Senator, and I shall vote against the third re: 
butI donot look upon these little matters 
calculated to save this Union. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Very little matiers: 


iS. 


Of all this 
respons). 
Th re ar 

for the Rec. 


0 sit 


pon tal 
N to take 


That Is t} 
Cnator fron 


isual cand 
"5 
t 


IV the 
ding: 
AS things 


Mr. KING. The Union rests in the affocrinn. 
and the hearts of the people. That is its secyriny 
I will not violate the Sabbath. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Violate the Sabhou 
You are keeping the Sabbath holy, holier thoy 
you have kept any day in the week, by gerying 
your country on that day, endeavoring to save , 
from bloodshed and ruin. That is the questior 
whether you will keep a nominal obseryaneo of 
the Sabbath which may produce all these things 
I do not say you design them, gentlemen, by; 
there are many of us who do think that th 
be the consequence. 


Mr. HARLAN. 


rity, 


at may 


If T am correctly inform d 
ate, the Senator frém Kentucky is slightly iy 
error. I understood the Senate: from Penisy)- 
vania [Mr. Bieier] to have introayced a res: 

tion, some days since, to suspend the rule which 
is in the way of the transaction of the business 
that the Senator from Kentucky refers to. Now, 
I suppose that a majority of the Senate is compe- 
tent to suspend the rule, if it becomes necessary, 
I will say frankly to the Senator from Kentucky 
that I have no such purpose as that to which he 
has alluded. Iam prepared to vote on the prop- 
osition which he is so anxious to pass, and to 
record my vote; and I believe it is true of the ma- 


will say further, that 1 am prepared to voie { 
one of the resolutions which will! effect much tha 
the Senator from Kentucky desires. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. We cannot do it to- 


‘ 


day. 

Mr. HARLAN. By taking up and acting on 
the resolution which the Senator from Pennsy!- 
vania has already introduced, 1 think we may 
do so. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If you will vote fori. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. _I wish to make another 
suggestion. Ido not see the necessity of this. 
Suppose we keep on with public business, as wi 
are doing, until after the expiration of this day, 
seven or eight o’clock, after sun down, when tie 
Sabbath hasexpired: that is coming on tothe third 


day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitce 
Yankee Sabbath. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But it is the third day. 
I do not suppose the public business will be tv 
closed; but, having spent the day properly—es I 
suppose all Senators do—we can In the evening 
As a matter of course, if we adjour 
the evening, it is a separate day; it would bet 
3d of March, and sues is the 2d. 1 do not see 
the difficulty that is suggested by Senators. 

Mr. BIGLER. I think, from the general dis- 
position now manifested, we can soon vote on my 
resolution suspending the rule. I confess I am 


| very anxious to get clear of the alternative pr= 


sented by the Senator from Kentucky. | wo' id 


| rather suspend the rule; and | think that Js (ie 


disposition of the Senate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It would be much 
convenient to meet to-morrow evening, instead: 
to-morrow morning. ae ate 

Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the Senate will alow 
us to vote on the motion of the Senator from Ke ? 
tucky. Let us dispose of that, and then we 
get at other business. aa 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll ups’ 
the motion of Mr. CritrenpDen. ted.) 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, ( when his name was can’ 
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questions concerning this proposition, | 
‘ . . * | 
short time, L am paired off with the Senator | 
rom Rhede Island, [Mr. Anrnony.] I suppose | 

would foliow the lead of my friend from Ken- 
y on this matter, and therefore I shall decline 


UL; i all 


Mr. NICHOLSON, (when his name_ was 
called.) Lam paired with the Senator from Penn- 

ivania, {Mr. Cameron, | and I suppose this vote 
would be « mbraced in the pair. ; 

The Secretary concluded the calling of the roll. 

Mr. LATHAM, ‘The Senator from Michigan, 
‘Mr. Bincuam,] a member of the Committee on | 
Enrolled Biils, having gone with some enrolled | 
\ listo the President, | agreed to pair off. Ido not | 

ill ( . 
know how he would vote. If I voted, I would 
vote * nay; but. under the circumstances, | do 
not vote. f } } 

Mr. DIXON, (who had voted in the negative.) I 
ask that my vote may be erased. I think I have 
a pair with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
CLINGMAN. | Eo : od 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Senator’s 
yote will be withdrawn, if there be no objection. 

The result was announced—yeas 15, nays 21; 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Bayard. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Critten- 
den, Dougias, Fiteh, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Ten 
nessee, Kennedy, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, and Sebastian—1o. 

NAYS — Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Fvot, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Lane, Mor- 
rill, Nicholson, Polk, Rice, Simmons, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbuil, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—21. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
SUSPENSION OF RULES. 

Mr. BIGLER. I now move that the Senate 
take up the resolution which I offered the other 
day suspending the 26th rule. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Will the Senator give way 
one moment? 

Mr. BIGLER. No,sir; 1 cannot give way for 
anything on the face of the earth. 

Mr. CLARK. Is that in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to take up his resolu- 
tion to suspend the 26th rule so far as it relates 
to constitutional amendments. The question is, | 
“Shall the resolution be taken up?” 

Mr. CLARK. I make the question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It isin order, | 
if the Senate choose so to decide. 

Mr. CLARK. 
the special order that was before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, ** Shall the resolution be taken up?’’ ‘The spe- 
cial order, of course, is informally laid aside. 

Mr. CLARK. We do not assent to its being 
informally laid aside. It cannot be done without 
unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There being 
no motion in regard to it, it is informally laid 
aside, 

Mr. CLARK. I object. 

Mr. DOUGLAS and others. 
_ ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, ** Shall the resolution be taken up ?”’ 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution, which 


Without a motion to postpone || 


Put the question. || Senator’s question ? 


TH 


by which we may suspend the rules. Ordinarily, 
when we undertake to do anything conirary to 
the rules of the Senate, itis done by unanimous 
consent; we have, by resolution, suspended the 
joint rules; but the rules of the Senate are imper- 
ative; and there is no provision in our rules, as 
there is in the rules of the House-of Representa- 
tives, by which they may be suspended. If a 
majority may suspend them, they are worth noth- 
ing. Lt understood the Senator when his motion 
was first introduced; and I supposed it would be 
in order in that way to move to alter, to change 
the 26th rule. I supposed that would be in order. 
The rules of the House of Representative may be 
suspended by a vote of two thirds, because that 
is provided; but I raise the question of order here, 
that a majority of this body cannot suspend a | 
rule. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Itcan ona day’s notice. 
Mr. HALE. Not if there were one hundred | 
days’ notice. They may alter a rule, change a 


| rule, make permanently a different rule, and I 


supposed that that was the motion of the Senator | 
from Pennsylvania. I beg to assure the Senator || 
from Pennsylvania, and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that I do not make this objection in order? 
to avoid any vote. Lam ready to face the music 


| on that question, or anything else thatcan be pro- 


| posed; but Lam not willing to see the rights ofa 
| member of this body stricken down by anattempt 


| previous notice, by a resolution such as I have 


| bodies, I have never heard the right doubted be- 


of the majority to suspend the rule. 
have no such right. 
Mr. BIGLER. Inall my practice in legislative 


I say they 


fore. I must confess that the question has never 
been raised in this body during my service here; 


| but I think the Senator trom New Hampshire fails | 


entirely to make out a case. He agrees that after 


| presented here,a majority may repeal or alter the | 


| rule. 


| getting a vote on the subject which was before 
| the Senate when the Senator from Tennessee fin- 
| ished his remarks; and Ido notsee how any other | 


| before the Senate has been disposed of; by what 


was submitted by Mr. Bicrer on the 28th of || 


February: 


Resolved, That the 26th rule of the Senate be suspended 
So jar as it may affect bells or joint resolutions of the Sen- 
ite or House of Representatives, proposing, or providing for, 


relating to, amendments to the Constitution of the Uni- 


“dl States. 


( 
t 
\ 


The 26th rule is as follows: 


, “Every bill shall receive three readings previous to its 
vetng passed, and the President shall give notice at each, 
whether it be the first, second, or third ; which reading shall 
be on three different days, unless the Senate unanimously | 
direct otherwise. And all resolutions proposing amend- | 
ments to the Constitution, or to which the approbation and 
Signature of the President may be requisite, or which may 
grant mohey out of the contingent or any other fund, shail 
ae in all respects, in the introduction and form of | 
with bille on them, in the Senate, in a similar manner 
ete der 0 and all other resolutions shall lie on the table 
Gay for consideration, and also reports of committees. 
; motion to suspend, or to concur in a resolution of the 
—" » “spend the 16th and 17th joint rules, or either of 
tem, shall aiways be in order, be immediately considered, 
“nd be decided without debate.”? 


Mr. HALE, 


( lag 
eK 


I do not wish to interpose any 
oe tion; but I want to maintain the rights of the 
“Hovity of the Senate. It is the first time, I 
“unk, T ever knew a motion made here to sus- 
pend the rules. I do not know of any provision 


| from Kentucky, and all the while the speciai or- 


| ask the Presiding Officer to continue the subject | 


jected to its consideration. But, sir, he makes the 


If it be competent for the majority, in the 
formal way which I propose, to repeal or alter a 
rule—and that no one can doubt for a moment— 
what is this but a temporary repeal of the rule? 
So far as the question of rahe is concerned, it is 
perfectly clear that, had I failed to introduce the 
resolution heretofore, the Senator could have ob- 


argument complete himself, so far as any question 
of order on this subject is concerned. ‘There can- 
not be any. The question is one of will, disposi- 
tion, on the partof the Senate. The majority 
have a perfect right to adopt this resolution and 
suspend the rule. 


Mr. MASON. 


I feel a very deep interest in 


subject can be got before the Senate. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. That has been decided. 
Mr. MASON. I[ am notaware of any decision. 
[ appeal to the Presiding Officer. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


What is the 


Mr. MASON. IL ask in what way the subject 


vote of the Senate, or in what way? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
order? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was inform- 
ally laid aside to take up this resolution. 

Mr. MASON. Lobject iothat; I wasnotaware 
of it. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
votes on reports of committees of conference; and 
a vote was taken on the motion of the Senator 


The special 





der laid over. 
Mr. MASON. 


So far as I have the power, I 


before the Senate that we may take the vote. If 
there is anything of importance, I presume that is. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is the duty | 
of the Chair to continue the present resolution 
before the Senate until it be disposed of, it having 
been taken up by a vote of the Senate. 
Mr. BRIGHT. he Chair is excusable for a 
decision made under the circumstances by which 
we have been surrounded. It grew out of the 
order to clear the galleries and the confusion re- 
sulting from it. ‘The resolution of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania to change the 26th rule of the 


| Senate is in order, he having given notice on the i 


| rights under it. 
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28th of February, that he would ask the change. 
At the close of every session, so far as my know}- 
edge extends, it has been necessary to change the 
16th and 17th joint rules which govern the action 
of the two Houses in relation to communications 
between them and with the President; but Ido not 
remember a motion similar in form to the one now 
made; but it is clearly in order to move at any 
time to change a rule of the body, giving the no- 
tice prescribed by the rule, which is one day, The 
Senator from Pennsylvania gave notice on the 2th 
of February, and it is now in the power of the 
Senate to change the 26th rule so fer as to read a 
bill or joint resolution twice, instead of once, on 
the same day. 

Mr. MASON. I hope the subject before the 
Senate will be considered, and these side-motions 
not interpolated, 

Mr. HALE. I have no desire in this case, 
except to preserve the rights of the members of 
this body. Lagree that the majority may make 
a rule of the Senate; but when they have made tt, 
they are bound by it, and every member of the 
Senate has rights under it that no majority can 
take away. How often have you seen in this 
body—and itisa sublime exhibition of the power 
of constitutional right under the rules—a single 
member planting himself on the rules of the body, 
and bidding defiance to the whole Senate? You 


| saw it here, at the close of the last session, when 


the honorable Senator from New York [Mr. Kine} 
interposed an objection to considering a report in 
executive session, and the Senate had to adjourn, 


| and we had to send our Sergeant-at-Arms out and 


bring in members, because he placed himself on 
his constitutional right under the rule; and you 
have no power to suspend your rule, for there is 
none given. The House of Representatives can 
suspend by two thirds. You propose here to sus- 
pend by a mere majority. What is your rule 


' worth then? Itis not worth the paper on which 


itis written. Itis a farce, a bagatelle,a cheat, a 
lie, pretending to be a rule of the body, if it may, 
by the mere arbitrary wil) of a bare majority, be 
set aside. Now, I agree in the fullest extent to 
everything that the Senator from Pennsylvania 
has said and the Senator from JHlinois, and to 
everything they may say, about the power of the 


| body, upon notice given, to alter a rule and make 


a different rule; but then it becomes a permanent 


| rule of action for the body, and no majority, ex- 
| cept by a unanimous vote of the body, has a right 


to suspend it. 

Mr. BIGLER. That is the greater power, to 
change a rule parmanently. 

Mr. HALE. I do not care whether it is greater 
or less; it is the law. 

Mr. BLIGLER,. There is no law on the subject. 

Mr. HALE. A majority cannot suspend a rule. 
They may make a new rule; but when they have 
made a rule, that confers a’ right on every mem- 
ber of the body; they cannot suspend it. The 
majority cannot take away that right; and that is 
the glory of the rule—that a minority have their 
1 thought it was a motion to 


| change the rules. 


Mr. BIGLER. Allow me to suggest to the 
Senator a defect in his logic. The majority, ona 
day’s notice, would have the power to repeal that 
rule permanently, and outrage, as he says, the 
rights of a Senator; but they have not the power 
to do jt for a few hours. 

Mr. HALE. They would have a right to make 


| a permanentrale for the government of the body 
There were as many as three |! 


in all future time, until it is repealed by the same 
authority; but while it is a rule, they have not 
the right to suspend its operation. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. According to the argument 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, this is a 
case clearly within it. This is a suspension of 
so much of the rule as relates to amendments to 
the Constitution. Itisa suspension permanently, 
not for a day; hence it is a permanent change of 
that rule of the Senate on due notice, and comes 
exactly within the Senator’s argument. It not 
only suspends it for to-night, but suspends so 


| much of it as relates to this branch of business 


permanently. Consequently, it is a permanent 
change. 


Mr. BIGLER. Itis manifest the Senator from 


| New Hampshire has never read the resolution or 


heard it read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
cides that the question of order taken by the Sen- 


* 





hy 
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ator from New Hampshire is not welltaken. If 
a majority has it in its power to repeal a rule, it, 
clearly has it in its power to suspend it. 

Mr. HALE. From that decision I appeal! 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. An appeal is 
taken. ‘The question is 

Mr. HALE. 1 understood the decision to be, 
that if a majority has power to repeal a rule, they 
have power to suspend it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. By giving one day’s notice. 

Mr. HALE. I do not care if they give forty 
days’ notice. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
then. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, I do. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam sorry, myself, that 
an objection was interposed so as to prevent the 
reading of the House joint resolution the second 
time, as has been usual in the body; and I tried 
to prevail with Senators no. to stand upon that 
rule; but Ido think itis exceedingly dangerous 
to change a rule, for a particular purpose, in this 
way. Majorites are varying in the Senate, and 
this places the minority at the mercy of the ma- 
jority always. To come in and change a rule, to 
effect a particular purpose, is very dangerous. 
‘The impropriety of it, | think, every person will 
see who has served in a minority, as | have here, 
for six years. Ihave claimed the protection of 
the rules j 
of minorities, and they ought not to be changed 
to effect a particular purpose, as in this instance. 
If this precedent be set, the rules will be changed 
at other times, they will be changed whenever an 
arbitrary majority may wish to violate the settled 
practice of the Senate. Lam sorry to see the pre- 
cedent set. If it was a change of rules, made on 
the report of a committee for general purposes, it 
would be very different; but this is manifestly and 
avowedly an attempt to change a rule and give it, 
as it were, a retrospective operation, or to make it 
operate upon a single case now pending. I would 
be glad if those who have interposed objections 
to reading the joint resolution from the House of 





You do not care for the rule, | 


They are necessary to the protection | 


Representatives twice on the same day, would | 


withdraw the objections; and | was willing, if 


evenine, 
was willing to go over unul to-morrow evening, 
and that would avoid it. I think ita very bad 
peoriea to say nothing of the point made by the 
Senator trom New Hampshire, as to whether this 
is really in the power of the Senate under the no- 
tice which was given. 

Mr. BIGLER- The Senate will perceive that 
the effect of this resolution is to suspend the op- 
eration of the 26th rule, so far as relates to any 
proposition with regard te the amendment of the 
Consutution of the United States. It will there- 
fore be a permanent repeal of the rule. The 
present rule, so far as relates to any proposition 
or resolution to change the Constitution of the 
United States, will never apply again until it is 
reénacted 
Senator from New Hampshire meets the case. 


But, sir, Senators talk about tyranny, about the | 


rights of an individual Senator here. Look atthe 
position of the country; look at what is involved. 
The Senator from Kentucky and others may be 
mistaken in their apprehensions; they may be 
mistaken in feeling that the measures that will be 
defeated, uniess this rule be suspended, involve 
the peace. i am one of those. Senators talk 
about tyrannizing, about disregarding the con- 
stituuonal rights of an individual Senator; and 


Therefore the very argument of the | 


positive and obligatory as any other of the rules, 
though by no means so important perhaps. 

Besides, we have a tagling rule of the Senate 
by which it is provided, that a motion to suspend 
certain joint rules of the Senate and House of 
Representatives may be received at any time, and 
that the question must be taken without debate, 
and decided at once. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question ? 

Mr. PEARCE. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. I want to ask the Senator from 


Maryland, for whose opinion I have very great | 


respect, whether the fact that we have provided 
inthe 26th rule, that a motion to suspend the 16th 
and 17th joint rules shall always be in order, does 
not exclude the conclusion that it is in order to 
move to suspend any other rules? 

Mr. PEARCE. It does exclude the implica- 
tion that itis always in order to move to suspend 
another rule; but that is all. It does not say we 
shall have the power to suspend it under any cir- 
cumstances, 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator will allow me. 
The joint rales require the concurrent assent of 

*both Houses. 

Mr. HALE. I know that, but it is always in 
order to move to suspend them, because it is so 
provided, 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania is secking to change a rule made by this 
body. 

Mr. PEARCE. The 26th rule, which allows 
a motion at any time to suspend the 16th and 17th 
joint rules and declares it to be always in order, 
is evidently made for necessary purposes. 
legislation might be defeated wholly and all the 
great bills of the session lost, if that were nota 
rule of the Senate; because, then it would be sub- 


| ject to the like objection which any other motion 


j 


| 


yet an individual Senator, under this rule, in this | 


eriucal period, proposes to tyrannize over the 
whole body. lt is ene-man tyranny. I propose 
simply to carry out the will of the majority that 
has a mght to make and unmake rules. If there 


is an arbitrary will en it is among those | 


who propose to takea 


vantage of this rule to de- | 


feat measures that concern the peace of the | 


country 

Mr. PEARCE There is a rule of the Senate 
well known to all members of the body, which 
has been suspended over and over and over again, 
and which the Senator from New Hampshire him- 


self has voted to suspend, and I am not sure that || 


he has not moved to suspend it. 
has voted to suspend it; and thatis the rule which 
provides for the admission of particular persons 
only, to our floor. 


to admit ladies. That is a rule of the Senate as 


1 know that he | 


We have suspended it often | 


|| of a prohibition from anything in the rules. 


they would not do so, to adjourn until to-morrow | 
1 do not like to meet to-morrow; but I | 


to suspend is, and must go over to another day, 
for there must be one day’s previous notice. I 
think there cannot be a question that we have 
exercised that power overand overagain. There 
is no positive prohibition of it, and no implication 
We 
must have the right to suspend. We have the 
right to repeal and to alter, and the major includes 
the minor. The suspension is a less exertion of 
our power than a change or modification of the 
rule. As to the expediency of changing a rule, 
it isa different question. T admit it isa thin 
which, under cediniby circumstances, or indee 
under any but the most extraordinary circum- 
stances, I should not be willing to do, and partic- 
ularly that rule, which is a great safeguard against 
hasty and pernicious legislation; but as to the 
power to suspend the rule, I cannot have a ques- 
tion on the precedents. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is: ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Senate ?”’ 

The decision was sustained. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. MASON. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the 26th rule of the Senate be suspended 
so far as it may affect bills and joint resolutions of the Sen- 
ate or House of Representatives, proposing or providing for, 
or relating to, amendments to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to inquire now whether 
the resolutions which were under discussion when 
the Senator from Tennessee closed his remarks— 
I mean the resolutions reported by the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Crairrenpen,] chairman of 
the select committee—have been twice read, and 
whether this rule will apply to them? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair be- 
lieves that the resolutions reported from the select 
commitiee, of which the Senator from Kentucky 
was chairman, have been twice read. Some pro- 

osed amendments have not been. 

Mr. MASON. I understand that an amend- 
ment need not be read twice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
explain. There is a House joint resolution, pro- 
posing amendments to the Constitution, before the 
Senate. The Chair was notified a day or two 
since by a Senator, that he designed, in a certain 
contingency, to move that as a substitute for 


Our | 


| 











another proposition. If moved as a substitute, it | 


does not require a second reading, but as an ori- || is, whether or not the joint resojuuon sh 


| ginal proposition it does. It hes h 
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_ but there are pending amendments. The 








resolution is to repeal that rule whic 


| SO far as it may affect bills and joint resolutions of t 





_Mareh 2, 


reading to-day. ad its second 

Mr. MASON. I understand from the 
that the resolutions reported by the Se 
Kentucky have been twice re 
within a condition to receive 
on their third reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They hs 
been twice read, and the question will be ; ioe 


, ee On their 
third reading, when that question shall be reached; 
question 
solution Which 


Chair 
nator fron 
ad, and are now 


a vote of the Senarp 


now is on the adoption of the re 
has been read. 
Mr. HALE. I move that the word « 
ed”’ be stricken out, and ‘ repealed” inserted 
Mr. BIGLER. | have no objection to th 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I understand, now, that ¢jp 


* suspend. 


at, 


. : h rec Ulres a 
third reading on three days. en 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. As applicable 
to propositions to amend the Constitution. 
Mr. MASON. Let the resolution be re; 


he 

| it is really an important matter. ore 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolyyio: 
has been read three or four times. It will be pead 


again, if Senators insist on it. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
Resolved, That the 26th rule of the Senate be repealed 


he Sen 


ate and House of Representatives proposing, or prov 
for, or relating to, amendments to the Constitution o 
United States. 

Mr. HALEand Mr. KING called for the yeas 
and nays; and they were ordered. 7 

Mr. MASON. The rule of the Senate—I think, 
based on great good sense and wisdom—in orde; 
to insure deliberation, requires that all joint res- 
olutions and bills shall have three readings, and 
that those three readings shall be on separate days 
Now, if I understand the resolution aright, it \s 
intended to change that rule, so far as respects 
proposed amendments to the Constitution; prop- 
ositions which, of all others, do require delibera- 
tion. I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. GREEN. I have paired with the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp;} and if this is 
considered a party questton, I cannot vote. Isit 
so or not? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. He is with you on this ques- 
tion. 

Mr.GREEN. Perhaps I had better not vote. 

Mr. HALE. I think there is very great fore: 
in the suggestion of the honorable Senator from 
Virginia. You now propose to repeal the rule that 
requires three readings, on three separate days, 
of propositions in regard to the most solemn and 
serious question that can possibly be considered 
by the Senate. If you want to change the name 
of the schooner Two Pollies to Abigail, the bi 
for that purpose must be read three several mes; 
butif you propose to change the great fundamental 
law of the land, the Constitution of the United 
States, you may rush it through at any time. I 
think there is great force in the suggestion of Ui 
Senator from Virginia, and I hope it wiil not give 
the Senator from Illinois pain that I concur with 
him in it. _— 

Mr: DOUGLAS. It will give me no pain that 
he concurs; they do concur sometimes; but tis 

retext of the Senator from New Hampshire—! 
one he will not take that term as offensive—ta! 


iding 


i the 


| he requires deliberation on this question, Is cl 


tainly surprising to me. a 
Mr. HALE. It was not my suggestion, 0 
that of the Senator from Virginia, which | i- 
dorsed. , 
Mr. DOUGLAS. We all know that the object 
is to get a vote on the third reading of propos: 
tions to amend the Constitution. We all know 
there is an attempt on the part of a portion 0 
those on the other side of the Chamber to detea’ 
that third reading to-day. If I could have cailed 
for the official report of what took place yes'°™ 
day, as made by the official reporter at the oe 
of the dispute this morning, it would have ee 
as clear as light, that the joint resoiution of : 
House of Representatives (No. 80) =e 
twice yesterday before objection was mal, 
the facts could have come before the Senate. 0’? 
would not have amended the Journal, s° oie 
deprive us, by a technicality, of voung Sie 


third reading to-day. Now, the simple qi have 


— 


= 


a 


Tuirt 
a third re 
tor in the 
rules tum 
by unani 
are doins 
whether 
submitte 
Jtis very 
in the bi 
that pro 
them co! 
reaching 
as willin 
spect as 
all these 
that I ha 
I regard 
are not t 
by a tec 
when we 
nicality 
Mr. T 
making 
took the 
resoluti 
of the 1 
that tho 
pension 
objectio: 
sire to ¢ 
the join 
House; 
the vote 
joint res 
question 
favor of 
second r 
sion of 
utting } 
did no! 
edent in 
Mr. C 
from Ne 
for the s 
is to ena 
stitution 
other re: 
Mr. “ 
there w 
have no 
proposi! 
at the C 
amendn 
sons to 
do nots 
of certa 
fered w 
Union, 
inside ¢ 
not kno 
ber sho 
voting » 
they do 
of susp 
little ob 
Mr. | 
apprehe 
desired 
it was g 
ure on | 
sage, 
avoid tl 
is the p 
Mr. 
word o} 
had not 
given u 
pened 1 
to Sun 
have so 
friends 
& Vote ¢ 
case to 
because 
to-day, 
6’clock 
pose of 














— a ne 


Tyinry-SixtH Congress, 2p Session. 





a third reading this session. There is not a Sena- 
tor in the body who has not voted to suspend the 
rules time and time again. I have seen it done 
by unanimous consent time and tume again. We 
are doing itevery year. The simple question is, 
whether you will allow this amendment to be 
submitted to the States, toamend the Constitution. 
itis very strange that, when there are but five men 
in the body who would venture to vote against 
that proposition on the yeas and nays, we sce 
them combining to defeat, by technicalities, the 
reaching of the question. If 1 was as anxious and 
as willing to amend the Constitution in this re- 


spect as they profess to be, I would not resort to | 


all these technicalities to defeat the very measure 
that | had voied for on the yeas and ey to-day. 
I regard this really as atest question. hope we 
are not to be deprived of a vote on this question 
by a technicality upon the rules, and especially 
when we have brought ourselves within the tech- 
nicality this time. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. [rise for the purpose of 
making a single remark. Ona recent occasion, | 
took the responsibility of voting against certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of my State. One 
of the reasons which influenced my mind was, 
that those resolutions had been passed by a sus- 
pension of the rules of that body. The same 
objection occurs to my mind now. 


the joint resolution which came from the other 
House; and, inasmuch as i did not understand 
the vote that was given this morning to put that 
joint resolution on its second reading to be a test 
question, | now here openly declare myself in 
favor of that resolution which was passed to a 
second reading this morning; and, if this suspen- 
sion of the rules was only for the purpose of 
utting it upon its passage, I should vote for it if 
Paid not consider that it was so dangerous a prec- 
edent in violation of the rights of the minority. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
from New Jersey that 1 know of no other reason 
for the suspension. 


stitution on its passage. 
other reason but that. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. 
there were a variety of propositions, which I 
have not seen, and which I have not read; but the 
proposition contained in the joint resolution read 


I do not know of any 


I do not de- | 
sire to avoid the responsibility of voting upon | 


I will assure the Senator | 


That is the sole reason. It | 
is to enable us to put that amendment to the Con- | 


| 








at the Clerk’s table this morning, a constitutional | 


amendment for the protection of the rights of per- 
sons to what they claim to be property—which I 
do not admit—the rights of persons to the service 
of certain individuals, that it shall not be inter- 
fered with within the different States of this 
Union, is a proposition that I can vote for, either 
inside or outside of the Chicago platform. I do 
not know why persons on this side of the Cham- 


ber should desire to avoid the responsibility of | 


voting upon that proposition. Ido not believe 


they do; and if that be the sole and only object | 


of suspending the rules, I think there will be very 
little objection. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am sure the Senator mis- 
apprehends me. I did not say that gentlemen 
desired to avoid the responsibility of voting; but 
it Was strange that those who voted for the meas- 
ure on the record, were trying to defeat its pas- 
Sage. It looks as if you wanted to defeat it and 
avoid the responsibility of voting against it. That 
is the point, 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should not have said a 
word on this question of suspending rules if it 
had not been for an allusion to a vote I had just 
given upon a question of adjournment. I hap- 
pened to vote against the proposition to adjourn 
‘o Sunday. The Senator from Illinois says I 
have some design, by some management with my 
friends here, by a combination of men, to prevent 


& Vote on a great yroposition, and he instances a 
case to show that 


a I voted (it is the one vote I have given 
6 wed, I believe) against a journing from six 


cock on Saturday to Sunday. I have no pur- 
Pose of avoiding a direct vote on the joint resolu- 


56 


will shrink from an open vote | 
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|| direction in this body. 
| that I had colluded with any one to avoid a vote, 


| whenever we get through the debate and get ready 
| for the question. 


| Senator knows I intend to vote directly. 


|| unanimous consent. 
I have understood that | 








| that I had been so told. 


| session on Sunday, I did it from no purpose of 
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tion of the House of Representatives, nor have I 
heard any intimation of that kind on the part of 
my friends. People are very apt to get up here 
and make cases on their opponents. I do not 
know how I ever came to be suspected of any in- 
I defy any man to say 


or get one, on any question. I should have 
voted, and will vote, if it becomes necessary, to 
suspend the rules, in respect to the measure that 
has come from the House of Representatives, 


I do not design, nor do I in- 
tend, to prevent a direct vote on that propusition; 
and I do not choose to be catechised or assailed 
for any vote I give on another proposition as de- 
signed to collude with other people to prevent 
votes, because I intend to vote, and I suppose the 
I hap- 
pened to tell him, not many minutes ago, that I 
had no purpose, in getting up a little bill here to 
amend the mistake of a clerk, to defeat or delay 
anything. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I took it for granted the 
Senator was going to vote with me on this ques- 
tion, and therefore my remark would not apply 
to him. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am not obliged to vote 
with you on every motion that is made to amend 
the rules or suspend them, or to adjourn, or any- 
thing of that kind. 


induce the Senator from Illinois to say we had a 
sort of combination here to take a technical ad- 
vantage under therules. I have heard of nosuch 
combination, and do not believe there was ever 
one at all. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will remind the Senator that 
he came to me this morning and desired to have 
unanimous consent to passa bill to change the 
tariff. 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, to correct an error in 
the tariff; that is to change or amend it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If that is the explanation—— 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let me goon. It required 
I told him I did not wish 





to defeat it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rice in 
the chair.) The Senator will address the Chair. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I told him J did not desire 
to defeat the bill; but if they were going to make 
technical objections to defeat this amendment to 
the Constitution, I should stand on my rights. 
His answer was, ‘if you will take the responsi- 
bility, by interposing the rules, to defeat the tariff 
bill, you must take it.”” Solsaytohim. If you | 
will take the responsibility of taking technical 
advantage of a vale to defeat this measure of pa- 
cification, do so; but do not pretend to vote for 
it, when you avail yourself of these technical 
objections to defeat it. 
ir. SIMMONS. That is a way I do not in- 
dulge in in the Senate of the United States. Ido 


I do not see what vote has || 
been given on this side of the Chamber thatshould || 





not indulge in any such imputations on any other 
Senator. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Will the honorable Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island allow me? 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir; if you please, I will 
go on with what I have to say first. Yesterday, 
when I asked to introduce a little bill to correct 
the clerk’s mistake, I was told by the Vice Pres- 
ident, who was then in the chair, that it was a 
privileged motion, which I could make at any 
time; and I intimated to the Senator this morning 
I never read the rutes 
of this body in my life, and never expect to do 
so; but IT expect to keep within them from the in- 
stincts of a Senator. When I voted against the 
motion of my friend from Kentucky to have a 


unkindness to him or the object in view; and I had 
no idea that, because I voted against that, any 
man would get up in the Senate and accuse me of 
colluding and combining with others to prevent a 
direct vote. So faras | am concerned, there will | 









take it; and I am willing to suspend the rules, so 


| as to get it, if we cannot get at i without doing 


| the doors being closed. 


so. That I say here; and when I have said it, 
no man will doubt it. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move, by general consent, 
that the doors of the galleries te opened for the 
reception of ladies. There is a large number of 
ladies outside, who are strangers here, who desire 
admittance to the galleries. We are suffering 
ourselves from extreme heat in consequence of 
I take it there will be no 
objection to my proposition, , 

Mr. KING. Why not open both galleries? 

Mr. LATHAM. I propose to open both for 
the reception of ladies. 

Mr. MASON. Lobject to the motion being 
entertained. It is not in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rice.) It 
is notin order, objection being made. The ques- 
tion ison the resolution of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, upon which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 


Mr. KING. I supposed the question before 


| the Senate was on repealing a rule of the Senate. 





| to that motion. 


Mr.BIGLER. That is the question. 

Mr. KING. 1 ask that it be read before we 
vote. A Senator told me it was something else. 

Mr. WADE. I want to know what we are 
voting on. Is it the main question ? 

Mr. BIGLER. It is on the passage of the res- 
olution | offered, suspending the 26th rule. 

Mr. WADE. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rice in 
the chair.) The question before the Senate is on 
agreeing to the resolution; and that is the only 


| question before the Senate. 


Mr. WADE. To suspend the 26th rule ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the resolution be read, 
and then we shall understand it. 

The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have paired off on this 
question with the Senator from Rhode Island, 
{Mr. Antnony.] 

Mr. POLK. I consider myself paired on this 
question with the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{[Mr. Sumner.} I therefore shall not vote. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Collamer, Critten 
den, Dixon, Douglas, Gwin, Ran, Hunter, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Powell, Pugh, Rice, 
Simmons, Thomson, and Wigfall—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham,Chandler, Clark, Durkee, Fes 


senden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, King, Mason, Morrill, Teu 
Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilsoun—16. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the Senate now 


proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. MASON. I trust the Senate will not agree 
I hope we shall go on with the 


| business before the Senate—the resolutions of the 


| Senator from Kentucky. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope so. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 1 offered a resolution that 
was agreed to be considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, as soon as this vote was taken. It ismerely 
to correct some mistakes that have been made in 
a bill. 


Mr. BRIGHT. It will lead to debate. I am 


unwilling to yield the floor. Linsist on my motion 
being stated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to proceed to the ebiabbemtion 
of executive business. 

Mr. WILSON. On that question I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. LANE. I desire to call the attention of 
my friend from Massachusetts to the Army nom- 


| inations. 


Mr. WILSON. I understand all that; but let 
us go on with the business before us. 

Mr. LANE. They have been returned by the 
committee as all regular, and I should be very 


be a direct vote whenever the Senate are ready to || happy to have them acted on. 
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Mr. WILSON. We can finish them before to- 
morrow morning. 

‘lhe Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. POLK (after first voting in the affirma- 


tive) said: I voted on this question, but I think | 


| ought not to vote, Tconsider myself patred with 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner. ]} 
i ask leave to withdraw my vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vote will 
be withdrawn, if there be no objection. ‘Fhe Chair 
hears none, 

The result was then announced—yeas 16, nays 
93: es follows: 

VY RAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright,<@win, 
Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Lane, Latham, 
Pearce, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Thomson, and Wigfall—16. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Crittenden, 


Dixon, Doolittle, Dougins, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, | 


Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Kennedy, King, Mason, Morrill, 
Simmons, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and 
W ilsou—23. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on ‘the bill (H.R. No. 865) making ap- 
propriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 


treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills and joint 
resoluuon; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 899) making appropriations 


for the support of the Army for the year ending | 


the 30th of June, 1862; 


A bill (H. R. No, 923) granting a pension to | 


Eliza M. Plympton, 


A bill (H. R. No. 852) for the relief of certain | 


Clippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians; 
and 

A joint resolution (H, R. No. 59) authorizing 
Commodore H,. Paulding to receive a sword 
awarded to him by the Republic of Nicaragua. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. GLossBRenneER, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had aparewad and 
signed this day the following bills: 

Au act (S. No. 149) making appropriations to 
supply a deficiency in the appropriations for the 
completion of the geological surveys of Oregon 
and Washington Territories; 

An act (S. No. 270) for the relief of John H. 
Wheeler; 

An act (S. No. 501) for the relief of Henry 
Rice; 

An act (S. No. 562) to provide a temporary 
government for the ‘Territory of Dakota, and to 
create the office of surveyor general therein; and 


An act (S. No. 563) to organize the Territory | 


of Nevada. 
STATE OF THE UNION, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I now move that the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of the joint resolu- | 


tion of the House of Representatives (No. 80) to 
amend the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. MASON. I object. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I ask that I may now be 
permitted to call up a resolution. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. This willtake butamoment, 
and then that can be done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that the question now before the Senate is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Virginia 
{Mr. Hunter) to the joint resolution of the Sen- 
ate No. 70; and no other question can be enter- 
tained without the unanimous consent of the 
Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of that resolution, and to take 
up the joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 

Mr. MASON. On that I ask forthe yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I suggest to the Senator from 
I}linois to give his mouon a definite shape—to 
postpone to some time certain. 


— THE CONGR 


E 


|| Mr. DOUGLAS. That is the usual form. 
| Mr.MASON. The usual form is to postpone 

to atime certain, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
again the very instant the other resolution is voted 
upon, 


| Mr. MASON. 


ep 








> 


sideration of the subject. 
| ume, 


I ask him to indicate a 


the House is disposed of. 

Mr. MASON. I desire that the motion of the 
| Senator from Illinois shall be put in writing, so 
|| that we may know what itis. I understand the 


| pone mustindicate a time to which it is postponed. 

| The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Therule a 
if it ts required by any Senator, that a motion 
shall be put in writing. 

Mr. MASON. I require it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let the Secretary take it 
down as | call it off. I move that all prior orders 
be postponed for the purpose of taking up the 
joint resolution from the House of Representa- 
lives in relation to the amendment of the Consti- 

) tution of the United States. 
| Mr. MASON. I[nowask the Senator to name 
a time to which he postpones it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is unnecessary. 

Mr. MASON. [object to the motion being en- 
tertained, unless the time is named. I understand, 
under parliamentary law and the rules, that there 
| must be a motion to postpone toa certain time, 
| that we may know when it willcome up. I should 


|| that a motion to postpone, without fixinga time, 
|| isto postpone indefinitely. Ido not know whether 

that is the object of the Senator or not. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My object is very clear. No 

Senator shall be in any doubt aboutit. It is to 
| get a vote on this joint resolution of the House of 
Representatives to amend the Constitution of the 
|| United States; and the instant that is done, | am 
|| prepared then to proceed to the measure which the 
| Senator desires to reach now. 
|, The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Uponthe point 
|| of order raised by the Senator from Virginia, the 
|| Chair can only say that this is the first time it has 
|| ever been raised to his knowledge. That motion 
| has been made from day to day to postpone with- 
| out date, and no objection has ever been raised to 
it. If there be anything in the rules to the con- 
trary, the Chair would like to be posted. 

Mr. MASON. I make it as a question of order, 
that the motion cannot be entertained, unless a 
tinie be fixed for the period of postponement. 1 
make that as a question of order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
of order having been raised, it must be submitted 
|| to the Senate. 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS. Isuppose the Chair can de- 
cide it; and then the Senator can appeal from the 
decision, if he wishes to do so. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
|| cides that the point of order raised by the Senator 
|| from Virginia is not well taken. 
| Mr. MASON, | desire itto go upon the Journal 
| 
| 





that I made the point; that is all. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. I desire, before the roll is 

called, to understand the question. Is this a mo- 
| tion to postpone the sounibeuntion of the report of 
| the peace conference? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read the proposition before the Senate. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

On motion of Mr. Doveuas, that all prior orders be post- 
poned to proceed to the consideration of joint resolution 


trom the House No. 80—a joint resolution to amend the 
| Constitution of the United States. 





Mr. HUNTER. If that motionis voted down, 
the peace conference propositions will still con- 
| tinue before the Senate. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir; but I have indicated 
|| my purpose to take that subject up the moment 
| this resolution of the House is voted upon. 


Mr. MASON, 
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That may be; but the parlia- || 


I will vote to take it up 

| 
a 7 
mentary rule is to fix a certain time for the con- | vail, | ask the President to what period 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Until the joint resolution of | which the motion of the Senator give 


parliamentary rule to be that a motion to post- || pant was not in the chair when th 


| construe it, though I might construe it incorrectly, || 





March 9 

SSS” 

| resentatives to which he refers. & 

| prevailed, I understand. ers: That motion has 

_ Mr. BIGLER. Oh, no; it is 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. T 

that has been made, and upon whi oe 

/and nays have been shied m which the yeas 
Mr. MASON. Then, if that motion d 


pending, 
hatis the mo: 


oes pre. 
Will the 
US, When we 
resolution to 
8 precedence 
conference, I 
ve been post. 


| postponement have been made; ast! 
take a special vote upon the joint 


| over the resolutions of the peace 
| want to know when those that ha 
| poned will come up in order? 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The 


present occy. 


€ Motion wa 
| made; but he understands that the motion 4 


| postpone the existing order for the Purpose of 
taking up the proposition indicated, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. And I announce that I st 
move to take up the resolutions he refers to_ 
| moment the vote’shall be taken on the 
Mr. MASON. 
|| is one thing. 
come up. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be g 
cided as soon as this business is disposed of 
Mr. MASON. Now, [ desire to say a word 
| There was a commission from twenty or twenty- 
| one States summoned here by the State of Vir- 
| ginia to take into consideration the state of ‘ihe 
| country, and they have proposed an elaborate 
| amendment to the Constitution, which they ask 
this body, in connection with the other House, to 
| refer to the States. That has been under coy. 
sideration for two days; no vote has been take, 
upon it; and the Senator from Illinois now pro- 
| poses to postpone that in order to give precedence 
| toaresolution from the House of Representatives 
| proposing to amend the Constitution by proliib- 
iting Congress from interfering with slavery in 
| the States. His motion is, at this stage of th: 
session, to putaside any further consideration of 
this amendment to the Constitution proposed by 
| that peace conference, presented in the impressiv: 
manner in which it was done by the honorable 
| Senator from Kentucky, in order to give pi 
| dence to this joint resolution of the House on this 
the last day of the session. Sir, I shall vote 
against giving it that precedence. I think itis 
| due not only to those honorable gentlemen who 
| came here and have submitted to us the result of 
|| their labors that we should give it that precedence, 
| but I feel that it is due to the State of Virginia, 
| who invited the conference, that no precedence 
| should be given over it. For that reason, | shall 
| Vote against it. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I am glad to find that the 
Senator from Virginia has become such a warm 
advocate of the report of the peace conference. 
_ How many hours is it since we heard him de- 
| nounce it as unworthy the consideration of south- 
/ern men or of thiscountry? How longisit since 
| these denunciations were ringing in our ears? We 
do not hear the praises of the peace conlerene 
sounded until we are about to get a vote on an- 
other proposition to pacify the country; and for 
fear we may have a vote that will quiet the a) 
prehensions of the southern States in respect © 
the designs of the North to change the Cons\- 
tion, so as to interfere with slavery in the States, 
we find now that the peace conference 1s be 
pushed forwerd to defeat this. Sir, if he isa trent 
of the proposition of the peace conference, let bum 
| act with me and sit as long as I will in urging 
upon the Senate. I am for both; but this one 8 
within ourreach. We can close this much Ov 
minutes. We should have had it passed betor 
this time, if the Senator from Virginia had not m- 
terposed objections. Iftheamendmentto the wid 
stitution which furnishes guarantees to the bor e 
slave States fails, it will be the result of the ellor's 
of the Senator from Virginia. My object ~ » 
take that up; we can dispose of it in a very 
minutes; and then, when we have ——« 
much, we will proceed immediately (0 - jd 
the report of the peace conference; and I tell 


val! 
O, the 
Other, 

What the Senator may move 


1 want to know when they will 


ee 
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I wish to understand the state || Senator from Virginia he will find me standing 


of the business before the Senate. The motion of || here adhering to it as jong as he will; and when 


the Senator from Illinois has prevailed, and that 
motion is to postpone the resolution from the 
ace conference, reported by the Senator from 
Kentucky from a select committee, and to give 
| precedence to the resolution of the House of Rep- 


the vote comes, I think I shall show that | io 
friendly to it as he; and that | have as - wa 
spect for and appreciation of the services °° © 


| great men who reported it. ‘= and 
| Mr. MASON, The Senator from [ilinoi 
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| construe our duties in a very different way. I | 
have no parliamentary ends to obtain here by |, 


dexterous motions to give preference. _The Sen- | 
ator has never heard me express the slightest ap- 
‘robation of these resolutions from the peace 
conference. On the contrary, he has heard me 
point out, with whatever ability I might, the ob- | 
jections that would compel me to vote against || 
them. Lintend to vote against them; but I deem 
it due to the character of these resolutions, and 
the way in which they were brought before the 
Senate, that their precedence should not be taken 
from them, and that we should have the first vote 
upon them. The Senator from INinois will not 
find me taking back one word that I have said of | 
objection to the resolutions that came from the | 
yeace conference; but I protest against their pre- 
cedence being taken from them—a matter which 
has engaged the attention of the Senate for the | 
last two hours to effect it. Now that it is done; 
| shall vote against the motion to give precedence. 
The resolutions of the peace conference should 
not be thrustaside by this resolution of the House; 
but that is the motion now before us, to thrust 
aside these resolutions in order to give place to 
the resolution of the House, and I shall vote 
against it 

“Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall pursue, on this 
occasion, the course I have pursued throughout. | 
My object is to attain a great end, and, if possi- 
ble, to give entire satisfaction to the country, and | 
restore it to peace and quict, or to go as far in that | 
direction as it is in my power to go. Ishall vote 
to take up the resolution of the House, because | 
we can act upon it immediately. [ am an advo- 
cate of the resolutions from the peace conference. | 
Ihave shown it; | have expressed it,and my de- 
termination to vote for them, and so I will; but I 
confess that I feel somewhat as the gentleman from 
Illinois does—surprised at the great zeal with | 
which gentleman want to keep up these proposi- | 
tions merely to strike a blow at others, claiming || 
a precedence for a thing they. mean to trample and 
spit upon. | 

Mr. MASON. Ithas precedence, if the Senator 
will allow me, and he took it from it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And he wants to con- | 
tinue that precedence. Sir, the way to manifest 
respect for their proposition is to vote for it. Ido 
not understand this sortof proceeding on the part 
of gentlemen who desire to afford any means of 
pacification to the country. I am for this resolu- || 
tion of the House of Representatives; and] hope | 
the Senate will vote to take it up. We can act | 
upon it, and we can vote upon it, and we know | 
well that we cannot pass these propositions of the || 
peace conference. There are but two hours more 
of session in the other House—from ten to twelve | 
o’clock on Monday morning. I cannot indulge in 
a hope, sanguine as I have been throughout, of 
the passage of those resolutions; and, indeed, the 
opposition here, and the opposition on this [the | 
Democratic] side of the Chamber to those resolu- | 
tions, are confirmation strong as Holy Writ that | 
they cannot | yas Do gentlemen want to press | 
them forward in order to prevent a vote on this 
resolution of the House? Few not. I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois will prevail, 
and that we shall take up the House resolution. 

Mr. BAYARD obtained the floor. 

Mr. LANE. If the Senator will give way a 
moment, | wish to make a suggestion. I am in- || 
formed that there are many ladies who would like 
to have a seat in the ladies’ gallery; and I pro- || 
pose that the doors be opened on that side. 

Mr. MASON. I object to the consideration of | 
the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 
from Delaware yield the floor for the motion to | 
be made? 
Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that || 
the doors on the left of the Chair be opened for || 
the admission of ladies. 

Mr. MASON. I object to that motion. \| 

Mr. LANE. My motion includes the ladies | 
only; and | hope the Senator will allow that. 

— MASON. _ I object to it for any purpose. | 
oan ane. I make the motion, id ave it | 

ihe Senate to decide. 
bags E PRESIDENT. Does the Senator || 

tint cinia insist on his objection? 5 \| 

T r. MASON. Yes, sir; | do insist on it. 1 

te VICE PRESIDENT. Then it cannot be || 





considered. There is a question already before 
the Senate, and the Senator from Delaware is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, 1 have for- 
borne to take any part in this discussion about the 
merits of any of these propositions before the 
Senate, nor do I intend to do so now. I shall re- 
serve what I may have to say to another occasion. 
I shall not occupy the time of the Senate now. I 
shall vote against this motion, because, while I 
feel I do no injustice to others, | must necessarily 
exercise my own opinions. I consider the reso- 


|| lution passed by the House of Representatives as 
| not worth the paper on which it is written, for the 


purpose of adjusting the difficulties in this coun- 
try. I shall not detain the Senate by any attempt 
to give the reasons. Sufficient for me to state the 
ground of my objection, why I shall not vote to 
give preference to a resolution which, as it stands, 
T think will lead to no attainable result as regards 


| peace or quiet in the country. As regards the 


other propositions, for which it is sought to be 
substituted, | express no opinion now, except to 
say, they are not exactly those that I should have 
preferred; but that I would gladly and willingly 
vote to adopt the distinct resolutions offered ori- 
ginally by the Senator from Kentucky. As to 
attaining a vote and disposing of this House reso- 
lution at once, of course, as [ do not attach any 
importance to the measure, if passed, for the pur- 
pose for which it is to be passed, that would be a 
sufficient answer; but further, it will not stop de- 
bate, and it cannot preventamendments. Amend- 
ments may be made; one substitute after another 
may be offered, and you can be led into debate 
quite as much as on the other. I would rather 
see the other proposition discussed; and on the 
whole, not thinking the particular resolution of 
the House entitled to preference as being of an 
great importance, I am not disposed to give it 
precedence. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. POLK. 
with the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Sum- 
NER,] and therefore do not vote on the question. 

The result was then announced—yeas 25, nays 
11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clark, Collamer, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Fessenden, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, 


Morrill, Pearce, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Simmons, ''en Eyck, 
Thomson, and Wilkinson—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bingham, Chandler, Clingman, 


| Foot, Gwin, King, Lane, Mason, 'Trumbull, and Wilson— 


ll. 
So the motion to take up the joint resolution of 


| the House Was agreed to. 


ADMISSION TO THE GALLERIES. 


Mr. LANE. I now move that the doors of the 
ladies’ gallery be opened, and that ladies may be 
permitted to the Senate gallery. 

Mr.MASON. How often are we to object to 
that? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || 
Oregon moves that the doors of the ladies’ gallery | 
_ be opened for the admission of ladies. 


Mr. MASON. Lunderstand there isa question 
before the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks | 


that motion is in order. It is in the nature of a 
privileged motion, in regard to opening the doors 
of the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. Then I give up all hopes of 
preserving order in the Senate. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I do not know that I have 
any particular interest in this matter. My con- 
nection with this Government will terminate in a 
very few days. Probably, if I had the informa- 
tion on which to act, it would end to-day. It is 
a matter, therefore, of no consequence to me how 
this Government shall be administered; but I say, 
if you desire.to conduct business in order, you 


will not permit the galleries to be opened at all; | 


for there was as much disorder and as much con- 
tempt shown for this body in the galleries on that 
side of the Chamber as there was on the other. 
It was done by those who were not men. I do 
not choose to designdte them. 

Mr. LANE. Ladies are coming now, and I 
trust they may be allowed admittance into the 
gallery. 

Mr. PUGH. I am willing to admit the ladies, 
of course, to the galleries of the Senate; but if it is 
understood that men are to come in, I object. 
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I wish to say that I have paired | 


| 





| possible to carry on the public business, unless 


| 


|| state the question. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
Itis moved and seconded that 
the doors of the gallery upon the left of the Chair 
be opened for the admission of ladies only. 

The motion was agreed to, : 

Mr. KING. I move that the galleries on the 
other side be opened also. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves that the doors of the galleries 
on the right of the Chair be opened. ~ 

Mr. LATHAM. For ladies? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
worded. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move to amend it by ad- 
ding, *‘ for ladies only.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves that the galleries on the right 
of the Chair be opened for the admission of spec- 
tators. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I object. 
Mr. PUGH. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is utterly im- 


It was net so 


Senators have respect enough for the body and 
for the Chair to allow him to puta question. The 
Senator from New York moves that the doors 
upon the right of the Chair be opened for the ad- 
mission of spectators. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia moves to amend that motion by adding, 
** for ladies only.” 


Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, the Senate has 
been insulted to-day in a manner unprecedented 
in the history of this country—notonly by those 
occupying the galleries on the right of the Chair, 


| but by men calling themselves gentlemen, who 
| intruded into the gallery appropriated for the 


ladies. Therefore, to know whether this is a 
Government of law or a Government of mobs, I 
shall demand the yeas and nays upon the ques- 
tion of admitting any gentlemen whatever, or any 
man, to any gallery of the Senate. 

Mr. KING. I fully agree with gentlemen here 
who are against any demonstration whatever of 


| applause or disapprobation in the galleries. | 


have never, upon any single occasion, hesitated to 


| sustain the Chair;and the Senator from Virginia, 
| (Mr. Mason,] who has, in my judgment, dis- 


charged a duty to the country and the Senate on 
this subject, | have always seconded,and I would 
now do so; but the Senate has been too remiss in 
observing order. 1 would have the Chair, the 


| moment: there is any demonstration, to clear the 





galleries. They have been cleared a good while. 
There are now in the city a great many persons 
who are strangers; many have arrived here since 
that difficulty occurred, and are about the pur- 
lieus of the Capitol; and I would open the galieries 


| to admit them. 


Mr. KENNEDY. If it is my right to do so, 
[ will strenuously object to opening the doors of 
that gallery to any man. We have been insulted 
to day in a manner unprecedented in the history 
of this country. We have been degraded into 


| almost a mob. When the Chair had remonstrated - 


against applause in the galleries, they not only 
refused to accede to the rebuke, but they got up 
and gave three cheers. I, for one, as an Amer!- 


| can Senator, am not willing to sit here and subject 


myself to the taunts and the jeers of @ mob that 


| may be assembled in that gallery, and perhaps, at 


last, the insult of having rotten eggs thrown on 
us, or some other insult very much greater. I do 
object—and I now insist, if I have a right to ob- 
ject—to opening those doors on the gallery at al! 
for anybody except for ladies. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia, upon which the Senator from Ohio does 
not desire the yeas and nays. The amendment 
of the Senator from California is: that the doors 
to the gallery on the right of the Chair be opened 
for the admission of ladies only. That is an 
amendment offered to the motion of the Senator 


| from New York. 


The question being put, 

The VICE PRESIDENT declared that the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON? I ask for a division. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. After the decision of 
the Chair has been announced, there can be no 
call for a division. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
recognize the cail for a division. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have but a word to say. 


The Chair will 
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I think the Senator from Ohio and the Senator | 
from Maryland have spoken the words of sober | 
truth. From the indications, if the doors are | 
opened, very little business will be done to-night 
If it is the object of the Senate to do business, 1! | 
think we had better try to do business as we are 
doing it. I should have no objection to opening 
the doors for ladies. My impression is that, if 
you do, you will not beable, with the foree here, | 
to exclude men—I will not say gentlemen, for gen- 
tlemen could not behave as the mob did on my 
left. ‘They not only insulted the body once, but 
twice and thrice. ‘They cheered, and reiterated 
the insult over the admonition of the Presiding 
Officer—something that I have never before seen 
in the Senate Chamber in my long service here, 
and I will not be a party to opening the doors to 
any such outside pressure. 

Mr. MASON. I entirely agree with the Sen- | 
ator from Indiana. If itis the design of the Sen- | 
ate to do any business to night, the galleries ought 
not to be opened, in my judgment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 
again put the quesuon on the amendment of the | 
Senator from California. 

{Ladies began to enter the gallery.] 

Mr. MASON. 1 demand that the order of the 
Senate be enforced. 

Mr.GRIMES. We have agreed to the admis- 
sion of ladies. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The messenger 
opened the doors on the left of the Chair for the | 
admission of ladies only. 

Mr. MASON. 
to have been made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was done by 
the vote of the Senate. The question now is on 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Cal- | 
ifornia to the motion of the Senator from New 
York. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish barely to say this: 


I have no objection to the adoption of the motion 





with thatamendment; but it is quite probable, if || 


none but ladies are admitted, that the gailery on 
the left of the Chair may hold as many as usu- 
ally come, or will desire to come; and as Senators 
say that our police force about the Capitol would 
not be sufficient to keep the doors on this side 
closed, perhaps it is better to reject this motion, 
and to confine the opening of the doors to the 

ladies’ gallery. I think that would be better. | 

Mr. KENNEDY. I rise to a point of order. 
I should like to know whether the point has been 
decided, that the door to the ladies’ gallery is 
open. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has so 
stated several times. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay the motion 
of the Senator from New York, with the amend- 
ment of the Senator from California, upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 
Mr, DOUGLAS. 


olution of the House. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Will the Senator from Illi- 
nois give way now fora moment, to allow the res- 
olution that | have mentioned to pass? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. This will take but an instant. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
cause the question before the Senate to be stated, 
at all events, to get it before the Senate. The 
Secretary will read it by its title. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

A joint resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives (No. 80) to amend the Constitution of the 
United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution is 
before the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
and open toamendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. i sent up a joint resolution 
to the table, an hour or two ago, to correct some 
few clerical errors in a bill that we have passed. 
I ask to have that joint resolution now read and 
acted upon. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let this be voted on first. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Rhode Island pause a moment? Senators, 
the Chair feels it his duty, in the closing hours of 
the session, to appeal to the Senate. The Senator 
from Rhode Island rose and addressed the Chair, 
making some obseryauon or some motion which 
the Presiding Officer was wholiy unabie to hear, 





I now call for the joint res- 


I do not understand that order || 


Neer aE 


_ said that, next to the duty which a man owes God 
_and his country and his family, it was his duty 





because Senators on the floor were conversing in \| 


° . . } ° . 
every direction, Therefore, for the sake of the | voted under a misapprehension 
|| draw my vote, 


Senate, I respectfully appeal to Senators to pre- 
serve order, that we may proceed with some dig- 1) 
nity and propriety. When the Senate resumes 
perfect silence, the Chair will recognize the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. Do not compel me to || 
make this appeal five minutes hence again. The 
Senator from Rhode Island will now proceed. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 1 was asking the consent of 
the Senate to take up a joint resolution which I 
sent to the table some two hours ago, which was 
then to be considered, but by unanimous consent | 
some motion intervened. aan sure it will not 
take five minutes. I ask permission to have that 
resolution now read and acted upon. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must object to anything | 
until the vote can be taken on the resolution of | 
the House, and then I shall not object to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 80) to 
amend the Constitution of the United States is be- 
fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and 
will be read. 

‘The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, &c., That the following article be proposed to 
the Legislatures of the several States as an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States ; which, when ratified 
by three fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid to all in- 
tenis and purposes as partof the said Constitution, namely : 

Arr. 13, No amendment shall be made to the Constitu- 
tion which will authorize or give to Congress the power to 
abolish, or interfere, within any State, with the domestic 


institutions thereof, including that of persons held to labor 
or service by the laws of said State. 


Mr. PUGH. I think it was De Quincey who 





to preserve the purity of his mothertongue. The 
Constitution of the United States is written in ex- 
cellent English; butifthisamendment be expressed 
in the English language, or by any rule of gram- 
mar, I do not understand it. If any Senator can 
reconcile it by any expression, or any rule of our 
language, I shall be happy to hear it; but I do not 
wish to set an example to ourchildren of putting 





| into the fundamental rule and organization of Gov- 


ernment, such a shocking example as the House 
of Representatives have sent us now. I move to 
strike out the words ‘authorize or.’’ That at 
least will make it English. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 


| report the amendment. 


| 
| 


Roatich expeneeng a bad thing. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 

— out ** authorize or;’’ so as to make the resolution 
read: 

No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which 
will give to Congress the power, &c. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will only say that I hope 
no amendment will be made. The resolution is 
clearand specific. Nobody can fail to understand 
it. An amendment sends it back to the House 
of Representatives, and defeats the measure; and 
therefore I hope all who are in favor of the prop- 
osition will refuse to amend it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I can bear with bad 
English when itexpresses a good thing. I prefer 
bad English expressing a good thing, to good 
I am content to 
I hope my friend from Ohio 





take it as it is, an 


| will be reconciled to it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, and 
declared the amendment to be rejected. 

Mr. WIGFALL. [ask for a division. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. I understood the Senator from 
Texas to call for a division on the amendment. 

Mr. WIGFALL. A division was called for | 
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| everybody. 
| Senator from Pennsylvania would vote 
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Mr. POLK (who had voted j 


n the negative.) | 


’ and I must wi: 
; I forgot that Thad naira 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If uen 


jection, the votes will be withdrawn. 
Mr. NICHOLSON. On all questions of 4) 
sort, I have paired with the Senator from P nee 
sylvania, [Mr. Cameron.} 1 want to ingys.. 
any Senator on the other side — 
would vote on this question. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. Cameron 
this question. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I object to the Senator f 
Tennessee voting. = 
Mr. NICHOLSON. I cannot vote 
Senator on the other side will autho 
so. 
Mr. KING. I think the safer way would | 
not to vote. Of course there are doubts shoot 
I will not undertake to sa ae 


No ob. 


if 


can tell me how he 


13 With us 0 


» Unless Some 
riZe me tod 


Y how the 

The result was announced—yeas 19, hays 19 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bingham, Bragg, Bright. 
Clingman, Fessenden, Foot, Green, Hunter, Johnsor 
Arkansas, King, Mason, Pugh, Trumbull, Wade, Wi»: 
Wilkinson, and Wilson—19. ae 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Crittenden, Dixon, Doye 
las, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Harlan, Johnson of Toypose. 
Kennedy, Latham, Morrill, Pearce, Powell, 5 basting, 
Simmons, Ten Eyck, and Thomson—19. , _— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate byine 
equally divided, the Chair determines the questi . 
in the affirmative. So the amendment is agreed to, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will barely remark that | 


hope some Senator will change his vote. | gy 


) 
lark, 
ig 


all, 


| satisfied that any amendment kills this measure. 


[ regard the proposition as defeated by the amené- 
ment. 

Mr. KING. How so? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am stating to the Senate, 
in all candor, the facts in regard to the matter 
The House of Representatives has adjourned 


_ until ten o’clock on,Monday morning. 1t will be 
| utterly impossible, under their rules, to get th 
| amendment acted on there, between that hourand 





| abolish slavery within a State. 


before the vote was announced. i| 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Too late. 

Mr. WIGFALL. It was not too late. I ask 
for a division. I insist on a division. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Texas inform the Chair that he asked fora 
division before the result was announced? 

Mr. WIGFALL. Ide. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. PUGH called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, (who had voted in the af- 
firmative.) I will withdraw my vote, bons paired 
with the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. An- 
THONY] on ali these questions. 


the adjournment of Congress. The Senate miglt 
as well defeat the measure. I am informed by 
members of the House of Representatives, who 
take great interest in the subject, that this amend- 
ment, or any other, is equivalent to a defeat of th 
measure. ie is useless to send it to the House of 
Representatives with any amendment whatever. 

Mr. PUGH. If the members of the House of 
Representatives are really in earnest, in making 
any proposition which could relieve public appre- 
hension, I am confident they never will refuse to 
agree to an amendment of the Senate which puts 
their intention into good English. If they do not 
intend it; if all Li.is has been merely playing false 
with the Senate and with the country, the sooner 


| we understand it the better. In my opinion, this 


proposition, even as it stands, is of very litte 
practical consequence. It declares that no futur 
amendment of the Consfitution shall ever conter 
upon Congress the power to abolish slavery witht 


| the States. The Constitution does not confer that 


power to-day. Every Senator on this floor, of a! 
parties, agrees to that. I venture to say that there 


| 1s not even a Senator on my right (the Repub 


can side) who pretends that the Constitution \! 
the United States, to-day, authorizes Congress 

Mr. TRUMBULL and Mr. COLLAMER. 
Not one. 

Mr. PUGH. This merely declares that 1 
future amendment shall authorize it. Buta fu: 
ture amendment may be passed by a two-thirds 
vote, which will as equally supersede this ass" 
persede the present Constitution. If this had 
provided that the article itself should “* 
amended, except with the consent ofall the States, 
then it would have had some practical bene 
Even as it stands, it is of no more value to-l*) 
towards the pacification of the country, than the 
Constitution as it now exists—not a ie 
The only thing valuable which I see in its, U8" 
it invokes the States themselves in their goverelge 
capacity, to consider the fact that this Congr > 
by the shortness of its term, has been wns ‘aby 
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. If lam a oy 
my honorable friend from Illinois, that = =~ 
of Representatives has been juggling w!t ce se 
juggling with the country, that it will insist ts 

d grammar rather than vote a proposive 


1861 


which | 
sides, W 
the last 
int rpol 
States a 
underst 
interpre 
will be 3 
not pres 
« ipl Sy € 
at least 
the rese 
to vote | 
substan! 
with the 
Mr. | 
restion | 
argumel 
no doub 
atives h: 
adjourn 
one day 
that sul 
day; a 
amend 
have ad 
tutional 
Mr. ¢ 
Mr. | 
legislati 
ted full 
Mr. 
journed 
Mr. ¢ 
Mr. ¢ 
this res 
correct | 
an awk 
fense is 
ion, but 
ful sort 
that no 
gress, 01 
and so, 
posing t 
cover th 
the grou 
There a 
States th 
but eigh 
slavehol 
Now, W 
States h 
ask, for 
creased 
altered ¢ 
any rate 
sition ta 
will be 3 
decided, 
his vote 
mar, a ¢ 
joint re: 
the ame 
Mr. ! 
Mr. ¢ 
Mr. | 
Senate; 
from on 
Mr. | 
shall ve 
eration. 
amendn 
The 1 
The " 
is on th 
Mr. ] 
on mv 3 
from Ki 
The ; 
Mr. ( 
ment of 
though 
ble that 
Ifl reg: 
tieal cor 
against 
tion is j 
ever rhe 
sir, | hi 
tub thre 
Senator 
i this 
publics 








ER 


t no 
a fu- 
pirds 
§ su- 
had 
t ve 
ates, 
nefi 

lay 
n tie 
ticle. 
, that 
reizn 
rre ss, 
ple to 
ld by 
[oust 
3 and 
upot 
on | 


which nobody dissents, I ask Senators on all 
why is it worth our while to waste time in 


Ss 


the last hours of the session with this? Shall we 
-oenolate into the Constitution of the United 
S; ‘es a sentence which we, ourselves, cannot 
understand; which must be referred to the judicial 
interpretation, and where the judges themselves 
will be at loss? Or, as [ said before, 1f we can- 
not preserve the Constitution intact, or its prin- 
ciples, or preserve the Union, shall we preserve 
at least the purity of the English language? As 
the resolution now stands amended, 1 am ready 
to vote for it, not that I think it offers anything 
substantial, but that f will not make controversy 
with the House of Representatives on the subject. 

Mr. HALE. I want to make a single sug- 
eestion as a matter of fact, and not to make an 
argument. 1 am informed, and suppose there is 
no doubt of the fact, that the House of Represent- 
atives have substantially adjourned. They have 
adjourned to meet on the 4th day of March next, 


, 
id 
sid 


that substantially they have adjourned without 


| not believe the judicious part of the public would | 


attach any weight to it. I vote for the proposi- 


tion; but that it will receive the votes of three | 


less, as gentlemen who are here think ita matter 
of very great consequence that this resolution 


' fourths of the States in the next five years, I do | 
not suppose; and if it did, I presume it would not | 
| affect the public mind very seriously. Neverthe- | 


should be passed, I have made up my mind to | 
I ’ 


vote against the amendment of my friend from 
Ohio. I thought before, that this being a mere 


| fancy matter, it was better to put it in the best 


shape; but as its friends think otherwise, I shall | 


vote against the amendment, and allow it to pass 

as it came from the House of Representatives. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I consider the 

vote which I shall cast on this resolution as one 


that affects the destiny of my own section of the | 
' country, and particularly of my own State; be- 


cause, if it be adopted sincerely by the other side 
’ | y y ’ 


|| itis adopted as an inducement to half the south- 
one day beyond their constitutional existence, so | 


amendment we may make is absurd, because they | 


have adjourned to a period beyond their consti- | 


tutional existence. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 

Mr. HALE. 
legislative day lasts until meridian has been set- 
ed fully: it lasts until Monday at noon. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And they have ad- 
journed until Monday. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Monday, at ten o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


That is not so. 


correct some misprision in language? It is only 
an awkward and bad expression at last. 
fense is not that itis ba 
ion, but that it isa very awkward and ungracc- 
ful sort of expression. It is as much as to say 
that no future amendment shall authorize Con- 
gress, or give any power to Congress, to do so 
and so. My friend from Ohio is mistaken in sup- 
posing that 1t is of no consequence. It does not 
cover the whole ground, but it covers a part of 
the ground, particularly as our country is now. 
There are seven out of the fifteen slaveholding 
States that we may consider as seceding. Itleaves 
but eight in the aicine so that already the non- 
slaveholding States have a two-thirds majority. 
Now, with this great majority, the slaveholding 
States have increased apprehensions, and only 
ask, for their satisfaction and contentment, an in- 
creased security, exactly proportionate to their 
altered condition in the Union. It seems to me, at 
any rate, it will be manifesting some sort of dispo- 
sition to satisfy and content them, and I hope it 
will be adopted in that view. But the question is 
decided, unless some gentleman chooses to change 
his vote. We have,on a question of mere gram- 
mar, a correction of language, put at hazard this 
joint resolution. 1 move that the vote adopting 
the amendment be reconsidered. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator did not vote for it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I beg pardon. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But it was a tie vote of the 
Senate; and cannot a motion to reconsider come 
from one side as well as the other? [** Oh, no.” 

Mr. PUGH. If Senators desire it, although 
shall vote against the motion, | move areconsid- 
eration. 1 shall certainiy vote to stand by the 
amendment. ; 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. PUGH. Lask for the yeas and naysagain 
oumy amendment. It is suggested by my friend 
from Kentucky that there may be some change. 

I'he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I voted for the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Ohio before, because I | 


thought it right in itself, though it is very proba- 
ble that its adoption may defeat the resolution. 
Ifl regarded the resolution as of the least practi- 
tical consequence, | should not hesitate to vote 
against the amendment; for, though the resolu- 


tion is in bad grammar, and ought to be amended, | 


sory waty would understand what it means. But, 
ir, 


“enator expected the Constitution to be amended 
ii — way; but it was thrown out to make the 
ible suppose we were doing something. I do 


I am told it is not so; that the 


But why shall we put | 
this resolution at hazard by an amendment to | 


Its of- | 
gramraar, in my opin- | 


a have looked on this resolution as a mere | 
v0 thrown to the whale. ‘I did not suppose any | 








i 


t 


| that is honest. 


ern States to separate themselves from the rest. I 


| iknow that what I shall say on this question meets 
day; and any idea of their concurring In any | 


with the non-concurrence and dislike of some Sen- 
ators from the South; but such Senators should 


| have the tolerance to allow us to act honestly 


here, though it may be inconsistent with their 
views. I differ as widely from them in the justice 
and rightfulness of their course as they possibly 
can from me as to the justice and wisdom and 
rightfulness of mine. It is a difference of opinion 
I believe there are southern men 
here who are sacrificing their own country, sacri- 
ficing it forever, and are striking the worst and 
most fatal blow at it, when they divide their own 
people, and give them up, by parcels and divis- 
ions, to a future that has no limits, it seems to 
me, in its sufferings, its degradations, and its 
injuries, 


Thisis the way that Ilook atit; and Iam sorry | 


that lam compelled so to lookat it. [ believe there 
are southern Senators who are sacrificing their 


own country and their own people, and those | 


whom they love most dearly, and for whom they 
would fight most warmly, to the last drop of their 
blood. 1 regard this proposition as one of the 
most treacherous offerings ever made to the weak- 
ness and timidity of those who are now advocat- 
ing, and will continue to advocate to the last, sub- 


mission upon the part of the South on almostany | 
terms that will keep them connected with the north- | 


ern States of the Union. 

I cannot but believe that, when the South is 
separated, there will have been achieved what 
almost the whole vote on the northern side of this 
House desires. I do not believe there will be any 


| war as long as five or six or seven States of the 


South can be held within this Union; but rejoicing 
and bonfires will be found all through those States, 
that they may put the torch to them; andthe song 
of rejoicing will be sung, if what are called the 
cotton States be thrown off. 


that would bring back all the southern States to 
. ~ . : 

this Confederacy. There is no settlement that I 

shall ever consent to vote for here that [ do not 

believe will bring back all the States, and not only 

preserve a union, but restore the Union which we 

originally had—the Union which was given to us 


in no half-way measures. I will do nothing as 
a trap for my own people, orany portion of them, 
or any part of the people of any State; and I will 
not, by voting for this proposition, aid in seeming 
to restore the Union, when I know the effect is 
simply to divide the people who are to be pre- 
scribed under this Government. I will not cast 
a vote of that sort. 

Appeals come to me personally to act in this 
matter as [ feel that it is utterly inconsistent that 


| I should act, when I consider that I discharge a 


duty here which rises above all personal consid- 
erations, and which can have no connection with 
the common passages of friendship through life. 
I will not vote for this resolution. I had desired 
not to cast a vote on it at all; but I see that it is 


pressed; I see plainly the coloring which, from | 


the beginning, | expected. I not only will not 


| vote for the proposition itself, even when it is put 


in good English and good grammar, but I shall 


look upon each vote that comes from the other | 


I regard it asa fatal | 
| folly for gentlemen of the South to endeavor to 
have something offered to the border States that | 
may induce them to remain in the Union, without | 
a full and fair settlement of the whole question, | 
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side of the House for it as insincere and as faith- 
less as any other vote they a give to sustain 
the ** Constitution asitis.”’ They have violated 


their principles are inconsistent with it. They 
never will act squarely by it unless there is a rev-, 
olution of public sentiment in this country to 
which they themselves will have to yield, or which 
will compel them to yield their seats to those who 
will hereafter observe the terms of the Constitu- 
tion, 

That is the feeling I have, and the way I look 
atit. If Senators think I am in error, I hope 


| they will have the tolerance at least to allow that 


there are some others who are honest as well as 
themselves, and who are sincere in a desire to 
have the good of the country secured, and the 
whole Union restored, and to lve their own sec- 
tion protected. Iam sincerely sorry that there 
should be manifestations, such as i have seen 
around me, of intolerance to the opinions which 
are expressed by me under these circumstances. 
I shall vote against the resolution as a delusive 
affair, calculated to deceive. I shall vote against 


| itas a thing that is brought here for the purpose 














of dividing brethren. 1 shall vote against it be- 
cause I verily believe each southern Senator 
should say: ** Give us nopart ofa settlement; give 
us a fair, full, complete one; and do not beguile 
and lull us, and sacrifice us in our attachments, 
as this is calculated to do.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. I voted against this amendment 
on the representation of friends as I came into the 
Senate just before the vote was announced, and 
did not understand precisely what it was. I shall 
now vote for the amendment. My principal rea- 
son is, that if this joint resolution is the only 
measure that is to be passed By this Congress, I 
think it is delusive; Ido not think it will quiet the 
country; it is not, in my judgment, that which 
we are called upon by our constituents to pass. 
We should pass some measure that would have 
the effect, at least, of a reconstruction of this Gov- 
ernment, if we cannot restore harmony between 


| all the original States, and bring back those that 


have seceded. 

I have not occupied the time of the Senate at 
all, during this or the last session, in debating this 
subject. Ihave considered that the State from 
which I come, I may say both of the States on 
the Pacific, occupy a peculiar position on the sla- 
very question. My colleagues in this body, and 


| in the other House, have differed from me in re- 


gard to the propriety of our discussing the sla- 
very question here. During the last session of 
Congress I gave a warning to the country, stating 


| that, in my judgment, if the Republican party 
| succeeded in electing their President, it would 


jeopardize the Union; and my warnings and pre- 


| dictions then, have now become facts, known to 


the whole country. Since that time, and during 
this session, | have not spoken on the question at 
all. Whenever the occasion presented, I have 
voted for the propositions of the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Critrenpen;] and [ want an 
opportunity of voting for the resolutions of that 
Senator as they were amended in the Senate, be- 
fore they were superseded by the proposition of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Crank.] 
I wish to record my vote again in favor of those 
resolutions, if I can, before this session expires. 


j d—t given | If the passage of this joint resolution from the 
by the Constitution. So help me God, I willdeal || 


House of Representatives is all that is to be done 
during this session, I do not believe it will have 
the effect of quieting the country, or restoring the 
Union of the States as it existed at the beginning 
of this session of Congress. 

For these reasons I shall vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Pucn.} I 
believe that if we fail to pass the joint resolution 
of the House of Representatives, we may get 
some other measure through the Senate before 
we adjourn that will be more satisfactory to the 
country than that measure. 

Mr. BAKER. What? 

Mr. GWIN. I believe we can pass the resolu- 
tions of the peace conference that have been sent to 
us, with the amendment of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Hunrer.] Certainly we can through 
the Senate, if I am not greatly mistaken, if we 
get any aid from the Republican side of this 
Chamber. 

There is not a member of this body, or a man 


| in this whole Union, who would go further than 
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| would to quiet the country and to restore the || How often in my life, debating in earlier days, I 


Confederacy as it existed but a short time since. 


]1 am one of those who recognize the great difh- 


culties thatare in the way of that restoration. I 


see it can only come about by a reconstruction; | 


and if there is any hope held out to the country 
that that reconstruction wil! take place, it should 
be by passing through this body measures that 
will give confidence im both sections that, if they 
are carried out, this Government may go on upon 
its old foundations. 

Sir, | come from a State not directly interested 
in this slavery question. I have no authority to 
speak for the people I represent here on this ques- 
tion, because they speak for themselves. Nobody 
is authorized to speak for that State on this floor, 
as to what they will or will not do; because they 
are a thinking people, and will be governed by the 
dictates of truth and honor, disregarding the opin- 
ions of those whom they have sent here to legislate 
on other subjects. They love the Union, and ar- 
dently desire to have it perpetuated. Acting onmy 
own sentiments, believing that the representation 
of the Pacific coast, by acting as a body, in voting 
together in favor of some compromise that would 
quiet both sections of the poUnters might do much 
good, | have not spoken on this question, but 
waited for the time tocome when [could vote. I 


believe the passage of this House resolution, if | 


that is to be all that will be done by the Senate, 
will not quiet the country and restore the Union 
that the people of California so love and vener- 
ate; and for that reason, I shall not be privy, by 
my vote, to the passage of this joint resolution, 





as the only measure that is to pass through Con- | 


gress. Give us some guarantee that the Critten- 
den resolutions shall pass the Senate before we 


adjourn, and by the aid of Republican votes, and | 


{ will withdraw my opposition to the House res- || Mr. RICE (when his name was called) said: 


olution, It would gladden the hearts of millions 
of our people, if the Crittenden resolutions should 
pass this Senate, even in the expiring hours of 
this Congress. 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, I have not been 
without hope that some Senators on this side of 
the Chamber voted upon the amendment without 
the reflection which they intend to give before 
they vote again. It isa mistake from the begin- 


ning to the end to suppose that anybody pretends | 


that the mere passage of this resolution 1s a set- 
tleanent of the complicated questions at issue be- 
tween the two sections of the Confederacy. Ido 
not apprehend that anybody proposcs this asa 
settlement. The most that can be said about it 
is, that it is one step towards it. It is not, how- 
ever, upon that view at all that I feel inclined to 
oer it, [putit uponan entirely different ground. 

t is this—I address myself for the moment now 
to the Republicans: for more than twenty years 
| have been arguing before the people that all the 
objection made by our southern brethern to us, 
that we really did intend to interfere with their 
domestic institutions, was untrue and unfounded. 
{ have really believed that; | do believe that to- 
night; and I am anxious, upon the most solemn 
occasion which offers to me in my life, to record 
my expression of it. 


Now, what is the objection to it?) There are 


many — here who consider themselves | 


pledged against compromise. Sir, there are many 
torms of expression about compromise. One set 
of gentlemensay, ** no compromise with traitors.” 
Well, L am sorry to believe that South Carolina, 
Mississippi, and Alabama are traitors in that 
sense of the word. Whether it is to be a suc- 
cessful treason or not, time is to determine; but I 
will go with my friends upon this side of the 
Chamber and say, ‘‘ no compromise with trai- 
tors.”’ More than that; I will say, ** no compro- 
mise with threats of secession.’’ That is a long 
way to go. Thatis not the question here, lam 
not proposing compromise with anybody, much 
less with traitors, When I go to North eoaien 
and say, ** let us vote for this resolution,”’ 1 do 
not say, “1 offer you this to stay in the Union.” 
I have an abiding hope that they do not mean to 
yoout. When say to Virginia, ‘* come, let us 
vote for this resolution,”’ | do not mean to say, 
‘* Virginia, you are going out of the Union, and 
I mean to keep you in.’’ 1 say it because I be- 
lieve you are not; because I really do want fel- 
lowship and brotherhood with you; and therefore 
1 vote for this to allay your apprehensions. Nay, 
more than that, I vote for it to remain consistent 


| 





will not say better ones, with my distinguished 


friend from Hlinois, [Mr. Doveras,) when his | 


Democracy has led him to say, and I have no 
doubt to believe, that the old Whig, or more es- 
pecially a Republican party, were not inclined to 

ive, by their action, guarantees to the South, have 


contended that we never had a dream of inter- | 


fering with their domestic institutions. Now, 


sir, what | have said upon the stump, what I | 


have said in debate, what | have said in essay and 
discussion, I believed then, I believe now, and I 
will vote for. Why not? 

Mr. CHANDLER. With the leave of the 
Senator from Oregon, I move that the doors be 
| opened. There are very many ladies in the gal- 
lery, and their friends are out in the corridors, 
/ and I move that the galleries be opened. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is the motion in order at 
this time? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
the motian is in order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. We have numerous con- 
stituents who have arrived in town to-night, who 
are anxious to witness the deliberations of this 
body. The other House has adjourned over to 
Monday; and they will never have another op- 

ortunity to see us, because next week we shall 
| be in executive session all the time. I hope the 
doors wil! be opened. 

Mr. WIGFALL called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. I ask whether this motion can 
| intervene in the midst of discussion on another 
| question ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in the nature 
of a privileged question. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 





| Not knowing whether we are legislating for the 


|| country or the galleries, | vote ** nay;’’ being in 
|| doubt. 


The result was then announced—yeas 24, nays 
19; as follows: 


/ 
| YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
lamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, 
| Foot, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, King, 
Latham, Morrill, Simmons, ‘Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, and Wilson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clingman, Fitch, 
Green, Gwin, Hewphill, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Lane, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, 
and Wigfali—19. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at- 
| Arms will cause the doors on the right of the 
| Chair to be opened, and on the leftalso, for spec- 
tators generally. The question is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio to the joint reso- 
lution (H.R. No. 80;) and upon this question 


| 
| 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 
| Mr. PUGH. lL ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to withdraw the demand for the yeas 
and nays. I made it myself. 
on JOHNSON, of Arkansas, and others, ob- 
| jected, 
| ; The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
| call the roll. 
| Mr. BAKER. 


| floor. 


I think I was entitled to the 
I gave way merely to the motion to open 


| the doors, as a privileged question. 





| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
| the Senator’s pardon. 
Mr. BAKER. I believe I had about defined what 
I intended to say. If I were to add anything, it 
would be this: lem not without hope that my 
past political life, in the presence of the few friends 
and the few enemies who have noticed it at all, 
bears me witness 
[Great confusion was created by the rush of 
spectators into the galleries, on the doors being 
| opened, the noise drowning Mr. Baxker’s voice.]} 
Mr. FITCH. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
It is ir ossible to do business here this evening. 
Mr.CLINGMAN. I hope the motion will be 
| put, and that the Senate will adjourn, 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
been unable to hear any motion. 
Mr. FITCH. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Toadjourn or take 
a recess? 
Mr. FITCH. To adjourn, 
Mr. CLARK, Mr. HALE, Mr. RESSEN- 














| DEN, and others called fi rng 
i a%y5 ea 10 
and they were ordered. © the yeas and nays; 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iwoul ve 
are bills not yet signed. Tsuggest that there 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Por 
for the yeas and nays was w 
mous consent 

Mr. PUGH. | object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
eall the aie a 

Mr. BIN M. I hope we shall not aq; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The cj". 
give directions to the Sergeant-at-Arms t. .).. 
no more persons into the galleries, o1 ¢} 
than can be comfortably seated; and ¢ 
dvorkeepers, when that is the case, to se 
more are admitted. 

Mr. MASON. It is very manifest to me 
the Senate is under the control of lawless py; 
that interferes with its deliberations. 
therefore vote to adjourn. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 30; as follows: vit 


YEAS —Meessrs. Bragg, Bright, Clingman, Fite . 
Hemphill, Mason, Polk, Pugh, and Wiefll ine cam, 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Chandler, Clark, Colts 
mer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee. f... 
senden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Hunter, Jolynco; - 
Tennessee, King, Latham, Morrill, Nicholson, Pears. 
Rice, Simmons, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Way. 
Wilkinson, and Wilson— 30, P 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 


is on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 
and the Secretary will call the roll. 
_Mr. CLINGMAN, I had hoped that permis. 
sion would have been given to my friend fi 
Ohio to substitute another amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. I ask to withdraw the calj for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I intimated when I was 
up before that I regarded this amendment as in- 
material, and waived my vote for it; but, on hear- 
ing the proposition read, which I had not an op- 
tunity of reading, for it had not been printed, | 
shall adhere to my vote; and I ouly hope, if this 
amendment is to be adopted, that the Senator from 
Ohio will move another one, which | believe 
would be of practical value. 

Mr. BAKER. Would the Chair be kind enough 
to explain to me how I keep losing the floor all 
the time? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood the Senator from Oregon to say that he had 
finished. If he had not, he is still entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. BAKER. Thad notfinished. Iam only 
afraid the Chair thought I ought to have finished 
I gave way for a motion to adjourn merely. | 
can close my remarks in five minutes. _ 

I meant ie say, that iy either aspect, if there 
are two in which such questions may generally be 
viewed, it appears to me, we shall make a great 
mistake if we do not vote for the amendment. !n 
the first place, as a Republican, what will be said 
of me next year, when I attempt to refute the 
charge so often made, and so powerfully made, 
that we really do, in our secret hearts, intend to 
interfere with slavery in the States—what will be 
said of me if I refuse (if I do refuse) to vote for 
this amendment to put the question at rest for 
ever? I cannot say (am threatened, and ther- 
fore I will not; I cannot say I am opposed to 
compromise, and therefore [ will not; because 10 
threat is offered on this subject, and no compro 
mise proposed, [am notcompromising with any- 
body. Lam not conceding anything. [am an 
saying, by my solemn vote in the Senate, what! 
have been swearing by the throne of God all say 
life on the stump. I repeat, I believed it then, 
and I believe it now. a 

The honorable gentleman from Arkan-saW, 
Arkansas—I am not sure which it is yet—s*)® 
the South will dé very wrong to take this, becaus? 
it delades them. Deludes them in what? It only 
convinces reasonable men of what they have h . 
tofore doubted. It is a proposition upon our pe! 
to make that certain which we have always 8° 
could be rendered certain. I do not delude 7 
honorable friend from Arkansas by OO 
emnly, I do not propose to interfere with si nA 
in the States, I never will do it. I will “er : 
never shall be done. I donot delude him 1 thal. 
I am too considerate to believe that, if ee 
with the Senator at its head, proposes 6° 
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of the Union, I can keep them in by the passage 
of this resolution; and, sir, v ith no disrespect to 
i say that I shall vote for the resolution a 
great deal more out of respect for myself than 
respect to his opinions, ldo not propose ii to him 
to delude him, but I do not intend anybody else 
to delude anybody else about me;ithat :s all. If 
that isany reason why gentlemen on the other 
side should not vote for it, they may have the full 
benefit of the declaration. . : 
tut now, beyond that, and higher than that, in 
aview which [believe no man ought to be unwiill- |, 
ing orashamed to take without reference to party, 
let us look atit. Whatdo Senators say on the 
other side? They say, here are nine States trem- 
bling in the balance. They want to go out. Their | 
State pride is roused ; their sectional pride is roused ; 
their democracy is roused; they desire to go out; 
and they are being plied with arguments upon 
every stump why they should go out; the great- 
est and chiefest of all being their conviction of the 
determined opposition of the free States to slavery 
in the South. Now, not as a party man, but as 
a national man, I propose to do my little to allay 
that excitement; I propose to extinguish that 
flame; I propose to destroy that argument. I 
think it will help to quiet things in Virginia. I 
know it will sustain good Union men in Ken- 
tucky—how far, I do not know. Ascompromise, | 
as concession, it is not enough; itis none; but as 
assurance, making that doubly sure which we 
have asserted before, in my judgment, it may be 
everything. 
ij add another word only. Gentlemen on this | 
side of the House, if you are going to kill this || 
measure, if you will not tell the truth on paper 
here, by a vete of the Senate, what you have been 
saying all your lives; if, although you really have | 
said it and really have believed it, you will not 
stick to it now, vote against it squarely. Do not 
let it be said we are going to write the epitaph on 
this preposition, possibly, Mr. President, of this 
Union; do not letus say, ‘‘ died of bad grammar.”’ 
Do nat iet us pat our objection to the amendment 
itself upon a hypothesis that possibly, probably, 
though by no means certainly it is very bad Eng- 
lish. ‘The greatest sentiments in the world have 
heen expressed in very bad English. The noblest 
things that Malton ever uttered—that wonderful | 
essay upon unlicensed printing—isfull of what we 
now call bad English; Shakspeare yet more so. 
Who ever believed that the force, the power, the 
might, the spirit, the greatness, the grandeur of the 
most immortal sentiments ever uttered, were de- 
stroyed, or even marred, because, in the hest and 
enthusiasm of honorable and glorious debate, men 
did not stop to measure their words with the ac- | 
curacy that mere word-mongers would desire? | 
Why, sir, if 1 were ten times opposed to this meas- 
| 
' 
| 
| 


him, 








ure, 1 would not seek to defeat it thus. I would 
say, there is a measure not well written, but well 
meant. IfI really desire to accomplish that pur- 
pose, I will risk the bad English. If I really 
wantto defeat it, I will meet it fairly and squarely 
in the presence of my constituents and the world. 
I did not expect to see the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio, whom I have generally known where | 
to find exactly, opposing this proposition upona | 
question of bad English on so one hand, or of 1] 
doubt of the sincerity of purpose of the House on 
the other. We can pass this amendment. We | 
can put ourselves right. We can answer, as party 
men, many of the objections made to us; and we | 
can do more than that: we can restore confidence | 
to many portions of the country that we do really | 
tend to do right to all sections of the Confed- | 
eracy. When we have accomplished that, we | 
have accomplished much. | 
Mr. GWIN obtained the floor. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Will the Sen- | 
ator allow me one moment? 
Mr.GWIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, | 
1 shall not say a discourteous word to the Sena- | 
‘or from Oregon. I know the State he is from. 
I believe 1 knew it when he was from another. I 
regret to say that | was not in the Chamber to | 
hear a portion of his remarks. 1 was called out 
unavoidably, I hope the Senator has been mis- | 
construed by some of my friends who heard him, | 
Who have thought that ke has chosen to induige | 
in personal disrespect to me. 
, Mle. BAKER. As we are all straightforward, | 
“ine set that right ina mmute. Idid notdream 
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|, again a united, prosperous, and happy people. I 
| hope that the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Puau,] 
' instead of making the issue upon this verbal alter- 


| to the people, they would have been adopted by 
| a majority of millions; and upon that basis we 


| upon a foundation on which it would last for- 
|| of his way as to speak of my proposition as a 


| that it should be expressed in good grammar. 
|| There I was content to leave it, and there I did 


| good English, the House never would it. 


| itself may be adopted by two-thirds of the States, 





of any disrespect to the Senator. I could not by 
indirection, and I am sure I would not by direc- 
tion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Sir, I am glad || 
he meets it in the way he does. Itis all right, || 
sir, 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I do not object to 
this resolution on account of its being bad gram- | 
mar. My objection goes a long way beyond that. 
If it is to bea finality, it will not satisfy the coun- 
try; it will not accomplish the object I have at 
heart as much as man that breathes, to make us 


ation, will offer as a substitute the resolutions of 
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crirrenpen) | 
as they were matured in the Senate and voted | 
upon. Thatis, in my judgment, a measure which, 
if it should pass the two Houses of Congress, or 
even the Senate, would be greatly calculated to 
quiet the excitement that now exists in the south- | 
ern States. Nothing shortof something approach- 
ing that will have the beneficial effects that we 
should desire from any measure passing through | 
the Congress of the United States; and if we can- 
not get the codperation of the House, we ought 
to pass them through the Senate. Sir, I believe, | 
if those resolutions had passed Congress at an 
early period of this session, and been submitted 





could have reconstructed this Union, and put it 


ever. 
Mr. PUGH. | am sorry thatthe Senator from 


Oregon has thought it necessary to go so far out 


word-monger. I merely proposed in regard to 
the proposition of the House of Representatives, 
to amend the Constitution of the United States, 


leave it, and there the Senate accepted it; but, my 
honorable friend, the Senator from I linois,warned 
the Senate that if we put this proposition into 





Then I say the House has been dealing falsely 
with the question; the House has never been sin- 
cere upon the question. 

Mr. BAKER. The Senator will allow me a 
moment. 

Mr. PUGH. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER. If he heard whiat I said, I so 
understood him; but the meaning of what I said 
was this: what then? Suppose the House has 
been dealing insincerely with us? Is that any 
reason now at this late hour, why we should de- 
feat an essential proposition? That is all I said. 

Mr. PUGH. Certainly not, if it be an essen- 
tial proposition; but I have appealed to the whole 
Senate, if there be one Senator of any party, who 
regards this proposition as adding one jot or tittle 
to the Constitution as it now stands. I defy any 
Senator of any party, if I take his past declara- 
tions to be true, who will rise here this night, and 
say that this adds anything to the present com- 
pact between the States. It says that no future | 
amendment shall be made to give that power. 
Well, a future amendment must be made by two- 
thirds of the States, and this very proposition 


Now what have we gained? Where is it essen- 
tial? Whatisit worth? Itis not worth the paper 
upon which it is written, except as a declaration 
of the good faith of the men who voted for it; that 
isall. If those gentlemen in the House of Repre- || 
sentatives who voted for it, were notin good faith, 


if they would scruple upon a eae of English 





grammar, I would not give a fig for the effeet of | 
their votes upon the country at large. | 
Now, sir, | was greatly in hopes that the Sen- 
ate would have allowed me, by unanimous con- | 
sent, to withdraw the demand for the yeas and 
nays, for I should then have withdrawn the amend- | 
ment, and come to something practical. As it will 
be necessary under the rules of the Senate, despite | 
my wishes, that we shall come to a vote upon 
this verbal amendment, I shail now propose an- 


which is to strike out all after the caption, ** Arti- | 
cle thirteen,’’ and insert what I send to the Chair. | 
lt is the Crittenden proposition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 


' 
| 
| 

| other amendment, which will be next in order, 
| 
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state to the Senator from Ohio that this last amend- 
ment is in the nature of a substitute. His first 
amendment is an amendment to the original reso- 
lution. The question upon his first amendment 
must be put before the substitute is offered. 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir; I intended to withdraw 
it, but was not allowed to do so. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose there will be no 
objection to withdrawing it by unanimous con- 
sent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there unanimous 
consent? 

Mr. KING. No, sir. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is objection made? 

Mr. KING and others. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection is made 
by several Senators, and the question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio, on which 





|| the tae and nore have been ordered. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to say a word in reply 
to the statement of the Senator from Ohio, that 
this resolution does not do anything, ‘The reso- 
lution, if | understand its reading, declares that 
the Constitution shall not hereafter be altered to 
give this power to affect slavery in the States. I 
ask the Senator from Ohio if it will not put that 
particular branch of power, as to future amend- 
ments, just where the equality of the representa- 
tion of the States in the Senate is now put by the 
original instrument. Thatis what I understand 
it does. We have one clause in the Constitution 
which you cannot amend, if you get seven eighths 
of the States; and you can put another clause 
there by a constitutional majority that you can- 
not amend without getting the same votes as it 
required by the amendment, ir my judgment, If 
this does it, it is not subject to the criticism that 
the Senator puts upon it. 

Besides, if it was subject to that criticism, do 

you suppose three fourths of the States of this 
Union, after having adopted an amendment in the 
serious manner provided by the Constitution of 
the United States, would ever deal in bad faith 
towards the other fourth? Never, never. Thatis 
not the character of the American people, or of 
the States of this Union; and idee this will 
be any more binding than other provisions of the 
Constitution, is not of serious import; because 
none of these amendments will be made without 
just cause, and good cause in the deliberate judg- 
ment of the people. | consider this criticism upon 
the doings of the House, therefore, to be unjusti- 
fiable. i believe they have acted in good faith; 
and I believe, in olden times, it would be consid- 
ered out of order to reflect upon the House and 
their conduct. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GREEN. I have paired off with the Sen- 
ator from New York, Mr. Sewarp. 

Mr. POLK (after voting in the affirmative) said: 
I wish to state that I had paired off with the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, until nine o’clock. The 
time has now passed; but still, as he has not yet 
returned, I prefer to withdraw my vote, and will 
accordingly do so, with the leave of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I shall not vote on this 
spasten as [ am paired off with the Senator from 

ennsylvania, Mr. Cameron. 

The result was then announced—yeas 17, nays 
20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bingham, Bragg, Bright, Clian- 
dler, Clingman, Durkee, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson of Arkan- 
sas, King, Lane, Mason, Pugh, ‘Trumbull, Wigfall, and 
Wilson—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Clark, Collamer, Crittén- 


| den, Dixon, Douglas, Grimes, tale, Harlan, Johnson of 
| Tennessee, Latham, Morrill, Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, Sim- 


mons, Ten Eyck, Thomson, and Wilkinson—20. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 


is on the other amendment offered by the Senator 
from Ohio. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to offer an amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is an amenid- 
ment pending which the Senator will allow to be 
read. 

Mr. MASON. I understand the amendment 
pending is a substitute. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 

Mr. MASON. Is it in order to move a new 
substitute for it? 1 desire to offer as an amend- 


tucky. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the amend- 
ment now offered by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. MASON. Let it be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is what the 
Chair proposes. 

The Secretary read the amendment, to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 


That the following articles be, and are hereby, proposed 
and submitted as amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, which shall be valid to all intents and pur- 
poses as part of said Constitution, when ratified by conven- 
ons of three fourths of the several! States : 


Arricie I. 

In all the territory of the United States now held or here- 
after acquired, situate north of latitude 35° 30’, slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except asa punishment for crime, is 
prohibited, while such territory shall remain under territo- 
rial government. In all the territory now held or hereafter 
acquired, south of said line of latitude, slavery of the Afri- 
can race is hereby recognized as existing, and shall not be 
interfered with by Congress ; but shall be protected as prop- 
erty by all the departments of the territorial government 
during its continuance ; and when any Territory, north or 
south of said line, within such boundaries as Congress may 
wescribe, shall contain the population requisite for a mem- 
co of Congress, according to the then Federal ratio ot rep- 
reseutation of the people of the United States, it shall, if its 
form of government be repablican, be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or 
without slavery, as the constitution of such new State may 
provide. 

Arricte Ul, 


Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places 
under its exclusive jurisdiction and sitaate within the limits 
of States that permit the holding of slaves. 


Articre IIL. 

Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within 
the District of Columbia so tong as it exists in the adjoin- 
ing States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor with- 
out the consent of the inhabitants, nor without just com- 
pensation first made to such owners of slaves as do not 
consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any 
time prohibit officers of the Federal Government, or mem- 
bers of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said 
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding 
them as such, during the time their duties may require 
them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the 
District. 

Articie IV. 


Congress shall have no power to prohibit, or hinder the 
transportation of slaves from one State to another, or toa 
Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, 
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or 
by the sea. But the African slave trade eliall be forever 
suppressed, and it shall be the duty of Congress to make 
such laws as shall be necessary and effectual, to prevent 


the migration or importation of slaves, or persons owing | 
service or labor, into the United States from any foreign | 


country, place, or jurisdiction whatever. 

Sec. 2. That persons committing crimes against the rights 
of those who hold persons to service or labor in one State, 
and fleeing to another, shall be delivered up in the same 
manner as persons committing other crimes; and that the 


laws of the States from which such persons flee shall be | 


the test of criminality. 


Sec. 3. Congress shall pass efficient laws forthe punish- 


ment of all persons in any of the States, who shall in any 


manner aid and abet invasion or insurrection in any other | 
State, or commit any other act tending to disturb the tran- | 


quillity of its people, or government of any other State. 
ARTICLE V. 


That, in addition to the provisions of the third paragraph 
of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu- 


tion of the United States, Congress shall have power to 
provide by law, and it shall be its duty so to provide, that | 
the United States shall pay to the owner who shall apply | 
for it, the full value of his (ugitive slave, in all cases when | 








the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest | 
said fugitive, was prevented trom so doing by violence or | 
intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive was res- | 
cued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and ob- 


structed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of his 


fagitive slave, under the said clause of the Constitution and | 
the laws made in pursuance thereof. And in ali such cases, | 


when the United States shail pay for such fugitive, they shall 
have the power to reimburse themselves by imposing and 


Kentucky, as a substitute for the House resolu- 
tion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Foor, in 
the chair.) That is the question now before the 
| Senate. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, unlike the 
Senator from Oregon, I shall neither vote for the 
| substitute, nor for the original proposition. The 
course which events have taken since the late 
presidential election is so new and strange to the 
people of the United States, so startling to the 
public mind, that the friends of the Constitution 
and the laws are fast arraying themselves to- 
gether to uphold the institutions of our country, 
while its enemies are fast becoming consolidated 
for the purposes of its destruction. With the 
Federal Governmentin their hands, with the Army 
and the Navy under their control, with the Presi- 
dent subject entirely to their will, with all the 
Federal patronage in their hands, with the Su- 
preme Court ever ready to decide all questions of 
constitutional law in accordance with their views, 
with the Senate under their control, with a ma- 
jority in the other end of this Capitol—thus in 
power and authority, in every branclt and depart- 
ment of the Federal Government, its enemies, at 
the commencement of this session, deliberately 
proposed the overthrow and ruin of this Govern- 
ment, simply because the people of the United 
States, in strict conformity with the Constitution 
and the laws, elected Abraham Lincoln Presi- 
dent; for it is beyond all question, if Mr. Breck- 
inridge had been elected, there would have been 
no threats of dissolution, of disunion, of seces- 
sion, such as now fillthe air. With no complaints 
against the Federal Government for grievances 
which cannot be redressed under the Constitution 
| as it is, suffering no wrongs for which that in- 
_ strument does not provide the most ample remedy, 
these men, the enemies of this Union, the ene- 
mies of our Constitution, propose its overthrow 
and its ruin, because the Treasury of the Govern- 
ment is about to pass out of the hands of those 
who have despoiled it, and into the possession of 
those whom the people have selected to guard and 
| protect it, 

I will not allude to the subterfuges behind which 
the enemies of our Government seek to shield 
themselves, nor shall I refer to the miserable 
excuses which they offer forthe monstrous crime 
of the destruction of this Government. Stripped 
of all disguises and unworthy evasions, let it be 
known, now and forever, in this Senate Chamber 
and throughout the civilized world, that the sole 
and only reason for which it is proposed to de- 
stroy this Government is, that a false, faithless, 
and corrupt Administration has been driven from 
power by the authority and ae of the sov- 
ereign people, whose right it is torule this nation. 

Sir, what is the record which that party has left 
for the study of the people of this country ? Com- 
ing into power with an overflowing Treasury, in 
four short years it brings bankruptcy upon this 
nation. Its chief financial agent, after having 
brought disgrace and ruin upon the land, after 
having brought bankruptcy upon this nation, 
seeks to shield himself from the indignation of an 
outraged people by taking refuge beneath the black 
bannerof treason. The Secretary of War, charged 
by his oath of office with the management of the 





| military affairs of the proudest nation on earth, 


collecting a tax on the county or city in which said violence, | 
intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amount to | 
the sum paid by them, with the addition of interest and the | 


costs of collection ; and the said county or city, after it has 
paid said amount to the United States, may, for its indem- 
nity, sue and recover from the wrong doers or rescuers, by 
whom the owner was prevented froin the recovery of his 
fugitive slave, in like manner as the owner himseif might 
have sued and recovered. 

Articis VI. 

No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the 
five preceding articles, nor the third paragraph of the second 
section of the first article of the Constitution, nor the third 
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said 
Constitution ; and no amendment shall be made to the Con- 
stitution which will authorize or give to Congress any 
power to abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the 
States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or permitted. 


Arrticie VII. 


Sec. 1. The elective franchise and the right to hold office, 
whether Federal, State, territorial, or municipal, shall not 
be exercised by persons who are, in whole or ia part, of the 
African race. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I understand the question 
to be upon the adoption of the amendment just 
read, which is the proposition of the Senator tom 


| 


| 


| 


instead of conducting those affairs for the protec- 
tion of the people of this great nation, employs 
the power thus confided for the purpose of enrich- 
ing himself and corrupt party favorites, turns the 
military power of this country into the hands of 
its enemies, despoils, by illegal, corrupt, and 
fraudulent acts of his, the people’s Treasury, and 
| refuses protection, in the hour of perii, to the 
country’s truest and most noble defender. He, 
too, after having blackened his own character; 
after having blackened the reputation of his own 
country, and after having defamed, in the name 
of his own State, the home of Washington, he, 
too, to shield himself from the indignation of an 
| outraged people, takes refuge beneath the same 
i 


black banner of treason. 

‘The Secretary of the Interior, charged by his 
oath of office with the management of the internal 
affairs of this great nation, sworn to support the 

| Constitution and the laws, while thus acting un- 
der that oath, goes forth upon a mission to devise 
| ways and means to provide for the dissolution of 
| that very Union which he was sworn to support; 
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and while thus acting in violation of his oath, hig 
own Department is being robbed of a marye} 
amount by an especial and confidential agent se 
friend, himself a secessionist, who thought it one 
necessary to protect himself with his “southern 
friends by publicly declaring in a city paper — 
he would nothold office under a black Re ubli. 
can President. Why, sir, this action ofthe Bee” 
retary of the Interior is so strangely inconsister: 
so violative of his oath of office, so criminally 
violative of every principle of right, so much ; 
utter disregard of his own oath, that his oats 
friends are shocked and disgusted at his transg¢. 
tions. 

It was against this Administration, with which 
these men were connected, that the people last 
fall rendered their verdict; and now we are esked 
to apologize for that decision; we are asked to 
apologize for hurling such men from power: wo 
are asked to apologize for turning out the yam. 
pires who have preyed upon the Treasury of this 
country. Was ever crime more bold, audacity 
more defiant, or treason more daring than this? 

Mr. President, when I came to the capital at 
the commencement of this session, it was my hope 
that, through calm and conciliatory action, the 
clouds that seemed to ‘lower upon our house” 
might break away, and leave the clear, bright sun 
of peace to shine upon us once more. It was my 
hope that in the action of the people which had 
just taken place, in the decision at the polls in lost 
November, the defeated would have acquiesced, 
as it has been our part to have yielded in the past, 
Bat, sir, in this my hopes have been mistaken, 
The course which the debate took in the early 
partof this session had a tendency to lead to any- 
thing but good or profitable results. On this side 
of the Chamber we were immediately met by vio- 


lent and nay harangues, by bitter invee- 


tives and personal abuse thrown to us from the 
other side of the Chamber, until it became ap- 
parent to every man of common observation that 
nothing like conciliatory action could be had here. 
For neither individuals nor communities are likely 
to be driven from the support of their principles 
and their convictions through the agency of 
threats and denunciations. 

Why, sir, we were told by gentlemen from that 
side, who had upheld this Administration, all 
reeking with fraud and villainy as it was, that we 
were chargeable with the destruction of this Gov- 
ernment. We were told, in the early part of this 
session, that we must surrender our principles; 
we must lay down our convictions; we must cease 
to talk about the question of personal liberty or 
of personal right; or else, they told us, this Union 
would be broken up forever. Well, sir, in making 
these unreasonable demands, in giving utterance 
to these violent and abusive threats, the people of 
the South have acted under a fatal mistake. | 
know that heretofore the people of the South have 
looked upon the northern people as craven. | 
know they have considered them cowardly. | 
am well aware they have regarded them as being 
powerless beneath the crushing weight of the 
moneyed influence of the country; and in this our 
neighbors have had too great reason for so bzitev- 
ing. I know that heretofore, whenever ‘hreals 
like these have been uttered by the South, her 

eople have regarded the trading interests of the 
ban. and the commercial men of our northern 
cities, as their natural allies, ever ready to bow 
down at the bidding of the South, and to surren- 
der to any demand which might be made of them. 
I know well that heretofore this trading, moneyed 
influence of the North has exerted a mighty pow'r 
in controlling even the political action of the 
country; but here the South has made one grest 
mistake. Since the compromise of ten years 
ago, the last of the compromises, a great or 
has sprung up, full grown and powerful, whic) 
sends my friend from Michigan [Mr. Canes] 
and others here, who have a little more backbone 
and a little more nerve, I apprehend, than some 
of our eastern Republicans; and here is where out 
southern friends made a little mistake. ie 

But, sir, what was their demand? What ~ 
their claim? The Senator from Georgia o 
Iverson] said: ** You must give up to us the Te : 
ritories of this whole country; we will carry vl 
slaves into all the Territories of this nation, ee 
will destroy this Union; we will haye a i 
in the Union, if we can get it; out of the ied 
if we cannot.” Now; sir, we had just deci 
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: that question. This extraordinary demand came | tlemen must go a little further back in the history || Constitution; and no opposition which you can : te 
‘ to us within four weeks from the time that the || of events, if they will find the true cause of all || make will seriously affect its movements. : : i 
i people of this great country had, by their solemn | this difficulty and of atl this estrangement of feel- If those who are engaged in the destruction of ‘Ms 
3 and overwhelming verdict, declared that they || ing. When the gentlemen from the South, fol- | the Government suppose that their treason will ote (us 
) would not do my such thing. If I understand lowing the lead of the Senator from Illinois, pro- | add to the power and dominion of slavery on this ta 
t the position which those gentlemen took, it was || posed to tear down the time-honored compromise || continent, or if they are acting under the delusion So & 
: this: ‘* Surrender your convictions, you people of || of 1820, that barrier against the aggressions of || that a dissolution of the Union will permanently aa 
the North; you craven Black Republicans, lay || slavery on this continent, in a time of profound || repress the onward and triumphant march of free- ns 
down your political convictions; give them all up; || and undisturbed peace, they threw open the flood- || dom, I apprehend that the sequel will disclose to ne 
, sive us all the Territories of this country, and let || gates which let in this angry tide of sectional || them the important truth that they are warring ed 
this nation be a pro-slavery nation, and we will || strifeand of fiery controversy which now threatens || with an element too powerful and majestic to be q es Z 
condescend to remain in this Union.”’ I will let || to destroy this Union. materially affected by any effort they can put ss 
some of my friends from the East and from the Now, sir, after having torn down one compro- || forth. _ Sc fe 
commercial seaports answer for themselves; but, mise, because it was inconsistent with the com- In this warfare you are encountering a ower tHe a 
Mr. President, the people of the Northwest plant || promise of 1850, the Senator from Kentucky and || more potent than fleets or armies, a power before 
themselves upon the verdict of the 6th of Novem- || others come to us and ask us now to tear down || which the proudest conqueroris compelled to bow, 
ber Jast; and I, for one, declare here that I shall || this other compromise, in order that they may es- || and against which no nation is powerful enough 
yote for no proposition whatever which recedes || tablish slavery by irrepealable constitutional law, || to contend. You have declared a war against the 


one inch from that verdict. I have no right, as a 
representative of the people, to barter offor to traffic 
away that decision,and I say plainly I never will 
do it. 

3ut we are told that we must make concessions 
to the South, or they will go out. Now, sir, let 
us look at this question foramoment. What have 
we to concede? What have we got, poor Black | 
Republicans, as they call us, to concede? What 
have we ever had in this country ? When did we 
ever have the power? When did we ever make a 
law in the United States? When have we ever 
taken a single tithe or a jot or a tittle from your 
rights? When did we ever take one tittle from 
your constitutional liberty or your constitutional 
rights? Never! never! for we never had the 
power to do it. : 

Let us look at the history of this question for 
one moment. I intend to be brief. In 1850, you 
said that the country was in danger; the Consti- 
tution was in danger; the Union was in danger. 
And why? Because the people of the North 
claimed that the Wilmot proviso should be ap- 
plied toallthe Territories which had been acquired 
from Mexico. There was a good deal of strife 
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in all that Territory. If I were asked merely to 
restore the original Missouri compromise, as it 
stood without any amendment, without any addi- 
tions or qualifications, I do not know but I would 
be willing to do it; but when Tam asked by the 
Senator from Kentucky, or any other man, to do 
what Henry Clay declared there was no earthly 
power could compel him todo, when Iam asked to 
tear down another compromise for the purpose of 
establishing—by irrepealable law—slavery upon 
a vast Territory, I say plainly, here in the Senate 
Chamber, and to the country, I will never do it; 
never! never! never! Let me read what Henry 
Clay said then on that subject; for itis better than 
anything I can say: 

“TI owe it to myself, [owe it to truth, I owe it to the sub- 
ject, to state, that no earthly power could induce me to vote 
for a specific measure for the introduction of slavery where 
it had not before existed, either south or north of that line.’ 

Now, sir, how do they propose to get around 
this? Theysay it exists there, in this very Ter- 
ritory, concerning which Mr. Clay was then 
speaking. How doesitexist there? By the ver 
compromise which was introduced in 1850, whic 
leaves the people there free to pass a law, or to 


public sentiment of mankind; and in this warfare 
you are bound to be vanquished. 

Mr. President, I am well aware that the influ- 
ence which surrounds this metropolis, which per- 
vades this Chamber, and which clusters around 
the Representatives of the people in the other end 
of this Capitol, is strongly in favor of any sur- 
render, no matter how humiliating; no matter how 
degrading; no matter how violative of the princi- 
ples of liberty and justice such surrender may be, 
provided the moneyed interests of the commercial 
and trading districts of the country can be upheld 
and sustained. 1 know well that the tainted at- 
mosphere which surrounds us here is powerful 
in weakening the nerves and limbering the backs 
of the representatives of the people; but he who 
yields to this trading, moneyed influence of our 
cities, will go home to the pure atmosphere of the 
country to meet the frownsof a betrayed and out- 
raged constituency, who are too pure to be bought, 
too shrewd to be er and too brave to be 
frightened into a degrading and base surrender 
of their principles. 

The young Beate which I have the honorin part 
to represent here, will remain in this Union, and un- 


repeal a law; and now that they have passed a | 
law, we are asked here to come forward, and by | 
constitutional enactment, declare that that law 
shall never be repealed. And whatis it? Why, 
sir, the most barbarous enactment that ever was 
passed upon the face of the earth; a law which 


about it; and Mr. Clay—a very great man, whose 
memory I adore to-day—came forward to settle 
this question. How did he propose to settle it? 
In the first part of the session of Congress of that | 
year, he offered a series of resolutions, and after- 
wards proposed a series of bills which carried out 
the theory of the resolutions he had introduced. 


der the Constitution as itis, performing every duly 
which that Constitution imposes upon her, and 
ready at all times to make all reasonable sacrifices 
to preserve the peace and prosperity of the whole 
country. But when her people are required to sur- 
render their convictions, and to renounce their po- 


Here are two of those resolutions: 


Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, 
ought, upon her application, to be admitted as one of the 
States of the Union, without the imposition by Congress of 
any restriction in respect to the exclusion or introduction 
ofslavery within those boundaries. 

* Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, and is 








outrages all our ideas of humanity; a law which 
enables a sheriff to catch up a negro anywhere, 

ut him in jail, and sell him into perpetual slavery 
if nobody claims him; a law which I say out- 
rages the moral sense of humanity all over the 
world, and we are asked to fix this status, as they 
call it,of slavery. Why, sir, let my Republican 





litical opinions, they never will submit to any such 
degrading humiliation; no, never. Lhave no right 
to speak for anybody but myself, and the State | 
represent. But as for her and for myself, no 
matter what the consequences may be, we have 
taken no step from which we intend to recede. 
Standing upon the Constitution as it is, and the 


not likely to be introduced into any of the territory acquired || friends who are afraid, vote for it. I will not. laws as they are, the people of my State are not 
by the United States from the Republic of Mexico, it is Mr. President, the excuses which have been willing that wrong shall be done to any State, or 
f inexpedient for Congress to provide by law either for its || made, particulariy here in this Senate Chamber, || any portion of the people, but they demand that 
——e into, or exclusion from, any part of the said |) and throughout the country, for the destruction | justice shall be done to all. Believing that they 
: ritory ; and that appropriate territoriai governments ought ; - 
to be established by Congress in all of the said territory || Of the Government, I apprehend, are not the real || are right, the people of the Northwest will adhere 
| not assigned as the boundaries of the proposed State of || reasons which govern the actions of those who || to their convictions, faithfully performing every 
| : vlifornia, without the adoption of any restriction or con- || are engaged in the destruction of the Govern- || obligation they are under to every portion of the 
; dition on the subject of slavery. ment. Governor Wise, perhaps less prudent || Union. No one has a right to demand more than 
That was the principle introduced here by the || and more honest than many of his co-conspira- || this. No one has a right to ask us to give bonds We 
great Henry Clay. What was that principle? || tors, has stated, in a letter which he wrote some || for our good behavior. We are ready to perform c 
. My friend from Illinois (Mr. Doveras] says that || time since, one of the causes for the proposed || every constitutional obligation; we are ready to * 
; was the great doctrine of non-intervention; and || disruption of this Government. ‘* Remember,” comply with every law and with every duty that r 
t soit was. I know they were a series of proposi- || said he, ‘‘ remember, too, that we are not only on || is imposed upon us; but we scorn the man, or the 
, tions which the North did not like very well, be- || the eve of the inauguration of a black power, but || party, or the power, that asks us to give security 3 
i cause there vere some propositions among them, 


also at the end of another decade this very day, || and guarantees for our good conduct. We have 


y to which I shall not allude, which shocked the a right in this Government, and when we elect a 


with another apportionment, under a new cet-sus, | 











| * 
- sense of the northern people, and which they || which is to dwarf still more our relative repre- | President of the United States, under the Consti- mit i 
turned from with disgust and contempt. But Mr. || sentative strength in the Union.’’ Sir, the peo- || tution and the laws, we claim, without any let, ‘ “ 
1 Villmore came inas President of the United States, || ple of the South, moving on under the ban of sla- || without any hindrance, without guarantees, ex- ; 
r and threw the whole force of his administration very, see the onward march of freedom on this | cept the Constitution of the country, that he shall g 
e in favor of the compromises of Henry Clay; and || continent. They see free States rising up, one || be President of the United States. Elect your ; 
t the people of the North surrendered their private || after another. I'hey see this great tide of free ||} man, and we bow down before him and yield all 
3 convietions and their private feelings, and sus- || populationstretching out from theirsea-porttowns || that the Constitution gives. You have no right 
it tained that compromise. What followed? Ina || to the westward, crossing the great plains of the || to demand anything more than this of us. ‘i 
, very short time, some two or three years, my || West, and colonizing, and making new Statesin || _ I have taken no particular pains to inquire into 
] friend from Llinois started up here dnih'geepinad || a very short space of time. This is the reason. | the justice of your complaints, in regard to the so- ’ 
e to tear down the compromise of 1820, because it Sir, let me ask, do these gentlemen suppose™| called personal liberty bills; nor am L aware that 
e Was In violation of the principles of the compro- || that, by a disruption of this Government, they || you have suffered any very great wrong from a re- 
r muse of 1850, ineeduced here by Henry Clay. } can stop this emigration? Do they suppose that || fusal on the part of the northern people to comply , 
The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Nicnotson] | by tearing down this great edifice, they can pre- | with the provisions of the law for the rendition of 
, stated in his speech, some time since, that the first | vent the onward march of freedom on this conti- || fugitives from labor. But I will say this, if you 
; on stab which was made at this Union, and to || nent. I tell them that if they —— any such | have any grievances against my State, or the peo- 
lie peace of the country, was when the Repub- || thing, they are acting under a delusion—a false, ple in our part of the country, present them; and, 
“an party met in Philadelphia, in 1856; and the | a fatal delusion. A wise Government may accel- || like brave men, as they are, and honorable men, as 
e Senator from Hinois (Mr. Doveras] says that || erate this great movement; it may render it more || they are, they will, without any purchase, with- ae 
it the whole source of all this difficulty is the agita- || easy and harmonious; but even the destruction of | out any price, perform their constitutional obli- Pag 
. —~ on the part of the anti-slavery men of the || the Government itself cannot stop it. It is gov- || gations; but, sir, when you say to us that before mo, . 
‘North. Now, Mr. President, I think these gen- || erned in its progress by a law higher than the || , 


|| entering into our own household—the household 
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at the other end of this avenue, it being ours by 
the Constitution and the laws—we shall give 
security that we will not violate the Constitution, 
i spurn it; and a proud people anywhere would 
spurn any such miserable surrender for any pur- 
pose whatever. The people of the Northwest 
will never consent to the idea of a southern con- 
federacy to take possession of the mouth of the 
Mississippi river. Already the madmen of the 
State bearing the name of that noble river have 
planted their batteries upon its banks, to exercise 


terranean highway. This act of itself will lead to 
war. Itiswar. The bold, hardy, and determined 
miliions of the mighty West, stand ready to-day 


tw maintain the free navigation of that river, if to | 


secure it they will be obliged to desolate its banks 
from the mouth of the Ohio to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, 
out of it, against coercion and civil war. I am 
well aware that there are at the South a noble 
army of true and faithful friends of the Constitu- 
tion, who are putting forth all their efforts to save 
the Union from destruction, and toavert the hor- 
rors of civil war. Lam prepared to join hands 
with the friends of our common country to avert 
so fearfula calamity. To accomplish this high 
end, L will yield much that under other circum- 
stances I would not surrender. I sincerely hope 
and pray that we may recover from this revolu- 


a 7 % p " | 
|| Statesnow? Does he fear that there is any clause | 


Much has been said in this Chamber, and | 


uon, Without bringing war, with all its attendant | 


horrors, upon us. But if war must come, | have 
an abiding faith that the flag of the Union—the old 
flag—will in the future, as it did in the past, wave 
in glory and in triumph over the vanguard of a 
victorious American Army. 

Mr. DOOL!ITTLE. As the Senator from Ohio 
has moved an amendment to the resolution, I 


|| not go into the discussion of these questions. I 


desire to move an amendment to the amendment; | 
and upon that subject | shall ask the vote of the | 


Senate. Itisnotmy purpose at this time to enter 


wito any extended remarks; but desire, by the 


additional section which I propose as an amend- | 


ment to that offered by the Senator from Ohio, to 
ascertain Whether we are to gain the desired re- 
sult at which all these propositions are aiming. 
i understand the propositions offered by the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky to be for the pur- 
jose of preserving the American Union. Mr. 
br. sident, L am willing to do much to preserve 
the American Union. I glory in that Union. 
Whatever might be called upon me personally to 


do or to sacrifice, | would be willing to do or to | 


sacrifice to maintain it; but, sir, if] am called upon 
to make sacrifices, I desire to know that I am to 
obtain the Union for which I am.-caliled upon to 
sacrifice; and therefore, Mr. President, without 
any remarks further, I desire to move, asanamend- 
ment to theamendment of the Senator from Ohio, 
an additional section, declaring that— 

No State or any part thereof, heretofore admitted or 


hereafter to be admitted into the Union, shall have power 
to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the United States ; 


> 


and this Constitution, and all laws passed in pursuance of 


its delegated powers, shall be the supreme law of the land 


therein, anything contained in any constitution, act, or | 


ordinance of any State Legislature or convention to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

And upon thatI shall ask for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [rise to express the hope 
that we may be permitted to get a vote on these 
resolutions. We are now expending the whole 
night—all the time we have left of this session— 
in discussing these questions, when certainly it 
can do no good, and may do great harm, ne 
harm it is Seine is, that itis preventing us from 
acting onagreat many very necessary and worthy 
bills that remain now undisposed of. These are 


vestponed until we do get a vote on this question. | 


These amendments are only offered for the pur- 
pose of delay; or, if that be not the motive, it is 
the effect. Isthere a Senator who does not know 
that if this joint resolution is amended in any 
manner whatsoever it defeats it in tote? The 
House has already adjourned over. If it goes 
back to the House it is defeated. Why, then, 
should we occupy time in amendments to this 
proposition, When the inevitable effect is to defeat 
the original proposition and amendments together? 
Allow me to inquire of the Senator from Wis- 
consin, Who offers this amendment, now that the 
Constitution shall be the supreme law of the land in 
ali the States, what he will gain by that? Is notthe 
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; indirection? 
|| inference can we draw from it? 
/ morning of 39 to 5 was a sincere vote, why can- 


| resolution? 


e || defeat, the original proposition, without doing any 
a control over the navigation of that great medi- |! 


_ effect of the passage of this, or any other measure | 
| of compromise. ‘The junior Senator from Ken- 


| tion toa letter which 


_that is here proposed; and I desire to ask that 





Constitution the supreme law of the land in all the || 
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in the Constitution that authorizes anybody to | 
disobey that instrument, unless you put it in as | 
a condition to thisamendment? Why then insert 
it? If the express provision of the Constitution 
as it now stands, declaring that that instrument, 
and all laws and treaties made in pursuance of it, 
are the supreme law, is not sufficient, what good 
willit be to put in this addition? All these amend- 
ments tend to delay, tend to embarrass, tend to 


good whatever. | hope they may all be laid aside, 
that we may be permitted to take a vote on the 
original proposition. On the vote that was taken 
this morning by yeas and nays, there were but 
five voting against it. It is very remarkable that 
we should be kept here for hours, deprived of the 
opportunity of getting a final vote on a proposi- 
tion that there were not five men who had the | 
hardihood to vote directly against. 

What are we to infer boas this? Are we to in- 
fer that Senators vote on the record one way,and 
then try to defeat the proposition for which they 
vote, by motions for delay, by amendments, by | 
Is that the inference? 


If the vote this 


not we take the question now and pass the joint 
Afler that is passed, we can take up 
the proposition from the peace conference, and 
then all these speeches can be made. We can dis- 
cuss these questions after we have secured this 
one proposition. This one is within our reach. 
If we do not amend it, it will pass. If we amend 
it, we defeat it. Why, then, shall we amend it for 
the purpose of defeating it, if we are sincere in the | 
votes we have recorded for it heretofore? I will 


will not repel the imputations that have been cast 
on my public career at this time. After we get 
this resolution through, when the other questions 
come up, | may find it due to myself to make 
some remarks on the general question; but I rose 
to express the hope that we might have a vote on 
these amendments, vote down all amendments, 
good or bad, no matter what; for they are calcu- 
lated, if not intended, to defeat the original prop- | 
osition. No man hopes thatthe amendment which 
he offers will become a law; no man, with full 
knowledge of what he is doing, can offer amend- 
ments for that purpose; there is no man in this | 


body who does not know that the effect of his || 


amendment, if adopted, is to defeat the original 
svroposition. Limpugn the motives of no man; 
a every one knows that such is the tendency of 
these attempts to amend; and I hope, therefore, 
that the friends of the original proposition will 
vote down every amendment, pass the original 
resolutions, and then take up the peace conference 
proposition, 

Mr. CHANDLER. The people of the United 


States, sir, havea right to know what is to be the 


the other day took excep- 
ie presented, that purported 
to have been written by me. Ido not know or 
care whether I wrote it or not. He professes to 
be the friend, par excellence, of any compromise 


tucky [Mr. en 


Senator whether, after we have adopted this, or 
any other compromise, he is prepared to go with 
me, and with the Union-loving men of this nation, 
for enforcing the laws of the United States in the 
thirty-four States of this Union. Lask forareply; 
and | pause for it now. 

Mr. POWELL. I will answer the Senator 
with a great deal of pleasure. I say now that I 
am forenforcing the laws inall the States thatare 
within the Union, but I am opposed to making 
war on States that are without the Union. Lam 
opposed to coercing seceding States. That I have 
declared in this Chamber on more occasions than 
one heretofore. I am utterly and entirely op- 
posed to coercion. I have distinctly and explicitly 
declared that I believed that war on the seceding 
States would put an end toall hope of any recon- 
struction of the Union; and I hold that no true 
lover of the Union can be in favor of coercion. I 
believe it is only those who claim to be for the 
Union, and who are really not for it in their hearts, 
that are in favor of coercion. I hold that we have 
no right, under the Constitution, to make war 
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Senator in the expression which he made 
| in the letter written the other da 
declares he does not know whe 
| not 


use of 
Y, Which he 


how 
ther he w 


rote or 





Nor care. 

Mr. POWELL. The Senator to 
believed it was correctly reported 
written it, but kept no copy. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [ adopt it. 

Mr. POWELL. I do not believe, as 4), 
ator has expressed himself in that letter 
Union is not worth a rush unless there | 
blood-letting. Iam utterly opposed to tha; p 
icy. I believe those who advocate coeyeioy ... 
| the worst enemies of the Union. Inaugurate.,., 

policy, and you will at once unite every eatithers 
State against those who attemptit. [nonoy, - 
it, and you at once plunge this whole land in ei, 
war. Inaugurate it, and you will do that w) PS 
wise and just men, liberty-loving men throuely,, 
| the world, will deprecate and scorn. 4 
Senator is answered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. lamanswered. Now. y, 
I would like the same answer from the Senators 
from Virginia, if they entertain the same yj we. 
It is just what I expected; it is just wiat [ way: 
the North to know; that those men who prof i 
to be for the Union, with an * if,” are agains: i: 
under all circumstances. Sir, I said in that Jory, . 
if I wrote it, that I believed it was necessary ¢. 
have a little blood-letting, or the Union would pot 
be worth preserving. i had high authority fo; 
that—authority which no Virginian wil! et} jy 
question; authority which no Democrat will eq 
in question; authority which no patriot wil] al! 
in question. Sir, Virginia, at one stage of ber ex. 
istence, had reason to be proud of her great men, 
She had reason to be proud of her Washington, 
her Jefferson, her Madison, and her Mopro 
She had reason to be proud of her Wirt and hey 
William Henry Lee. She had reason to be proud 
of her Mason, and other men who fought the bat- 
tles of her country, and who stood forth bef 
this nation as the intellectual giants and patriots 
of those days. 

But, alas, how have the mighty fallen! Whe 
are these men or their representatives in positions 
of power or trustnow? Sir, she may pointto hey 
Floyd, who, like Benedict Arnold, surrendered 
your forts and your arms—a man whio goes down 
to everlasting infamy, with Judas Iscariot, Ben- 
edict Arnold, and all the traitors who have gone 
before him. Where now do you find the repre- 
sentatives of those old patriots of the Revoluty 
Sir, I bring one of them upon the witness-stand 
here to indorse the sentiment in regard to a |ittle 
blood-letting. Thomas Jefferson—and no Vir- 
zinian dares stand up and call in question his 
Teenauner and his patriotism; no patriot dare 
| stand up and denounce him—in a letter written to 
Colonel Smith, dated Paris, November 13, 1787, 
said: 

* The people cannot be all and always well informed. 
The part which is wrong will be discoutented in propor 
tion to the facts they misconceive. If they remainin quiet 
under such misconceptions, it is a lethargy, the forerunner 
of death to public liberty. We have had thirteen States tn- 
dependent for eleven years. There has been one rebellion 
That comes to one rebellion in a century and a hall for 
each State. What country before ever existed a century 
and a half without a rebellion? And what country can pre- 
serve its liberties, if its rulers are not warned from time to 
time that this people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let 
them take arms. The remedy is to set them right as t 
facts; pardon and pacify them. What signify a few ‘ives 
lost ina century or two? The tree of liberty must be re 
freshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and 
tyrants. It is its natural manure.” 

That is the authority of Thomas Jefferson on 
‘a little blood-letting.’”? He says it is the natural 
manure of the tree of liberty; and because I 1nl- 
mated that * a little blood-letting”’ was necessa'y, 

erforce the Senator from Kentucky stands up 
on and avows that after we, the people of “ie 
North, have humbled ourselves on our knees, 04 
begged him to accept anything that he may see ™ 
to demand, he turns round and proclaims to us 


Id me that } 
3 that he haq 


at den. 
that this 
be a little 





i hope the 








upon this floor: ‘*I will not support the Union 


after all your humility.’’ I ask that the people ot 
the North, that the people of this great Union, 
will notice that acknowledgment of the gente 
man; tat they will understand it, and understas 
a as it has been presented. He, and the ro 

who coéperate with him, ere against the a. il 
| ation of the Union. After we nave abaset 0! ; 
| selves, after we have cvideuced humility 07 oY 


upon those States, and | do not concur with the || knees, and begged them, for God’s sake, '» **'° 
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this Union, what are we to gain? Nothing; for 
then we are told that the Union is finally and for- 
»verdissolved;and when we ask him what he will 
do with those traitors who have stolen our forts, 





who have fired upon our flag, who have murdered 
our ciuzens, who have stolen our very mints, | 


whose generals in our Army have disgraced them- 
selves and placed themselves beneath Benedict 
Arnoid, he urges us to send commissioners to 


treat. May God forgive me if I ever consent to | 


any such proposition! . 

Mr eae, this is not a question of com- 
yomise; this is a question whether we have or 
ce nota Government. If we have a Govern- 
ment, it is capable of making itself respected 
abroad and athome. If we have not a Govern- 
ment, fet this miserable rope of sand which pur- 


ports to be a Gbvernment perish, and I will shed | 


no tears over its destruction. Sir, General Wash- | 


ington reasoned not so when the whisky rebel- 
lion broke out in Pennsylvania. He called out 


the posse comitatus and enforced the laws. Gen- | 


‘ 


eral Jackson reasoned not so when South Caro- 
lina, in 1832, raised the black flag of rebellion, 
He said: ** By the Eternal, I'll hang them;”’ and 
he would have done it, 

Afwr these illustrious examples, we are told 


that six States have seceded, and the Union is | 


broken up; and all we can dois to send commis- 
sioners to treat with traitors with arms in their 
hands, treat with men who have fired upon your 
flag; treat with men who have seized your cus- 
tom-houses, who have erected batteries upon your 
great navigable waters, and who now stand defy- 


ing your authority! What will be the result of || 
such a treaty? You would stand disgraced before | 


the nations of the earth. Your naval officers 


would be insulted by the Algerines; your bonds 
} 


would not be worth the paper on which they are | 


written to-morrow, if you submitted to this deg- 
radation; your Government would stand upon a 
par with the Governments of South America and 
the Central American States. 

Sir, 1 will never submit to this degradation. If 
the right is conceded to any State to secede from 
the Union without theconsentof the other States, 


| am for immediate dissoiution; and if the State | 


which L have the honor in part to represent will 
not follow that advice, I, for one, upon my own 
responsibility and alone, wil! resigu my scat in 
this body, and ieave this Government, so soon as 
ican prepare the small matters | shall have to 


arrange, for emigration to some country where 
they have a Government. Sir, 1 would rather | 


join the Camanches; I will never live under a 


Government that has not the power to enforce its | 


laws, 

But, sir, this is alla fraud; there is no sincerity 
in i. The great Democratic party which has 
ruled the nation for thirty years has been weighed 
in the balance and found wanting. ‘* Mene, Mene, 
Tekei, Upharsin,’’ is written all over the Demo- 
cratic party. It stands in the position of a bur- 
giar who, after having robbed a house and mur- 
dered the inmates, fires the edifice to destroy the 
evidence of his crime. Those who have been 
robbing your Treasury, who have been stealing 
your forts, who have been rendering themselves 
amenable to the halter, are among the foremost 
men in advocating disunion. Let me ask, what 
is the history of the Democratic party? I wish 
to appeal to the Union men of the South, to the 
men who have been fighting this corrupt political 
organization for the last twenty years, why do you 
not now avail yourselves of the position of your 
oid adversaries? I see one or two smiling, who 
are late converts, and who, after having fought 
valiantly for ten, fifteen, or twenty years, finally 
yielded and surrendered, and joined the party 
that they despised from the very center of their 
souls, carried away by a current that they could 
not resist, 

Sir, what is the history of the Democratic party 
for the last four years?” When James Buchanan, 
four years ago, took possession of this Govern- 
ment, your Treasury was full. You had a very 
‘arge majority of all the Statesin the Union. You 


had carried your party triumphantly through a | 


political contest. How stands it now? Your 
; feasury 18 not only bankrupt, but your credit is 
rstroyed. The very men whoare preaching seces- 
sou and disunion have been robbing you through- 
on the Jength and breadth of this land. ‘The Pres- 
itent set theexample. He bought, right here in 
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| Sir, it will not be long before this consumma- 


| tion will take place. Look at the history of rev- 
| olutions; look at the French revolution; look at 
| every other revolution that has taken place in the 

son to be proud of such a son—bought Willett’s | world for the last hundred years, and reflect on that 
Point and sold Fort Snelling; and bought corn |; history. First, the Aristocrats, then the Mountain. 
and contracted for mules at fabulous prices. I ||} What followed? .4 la danterne, forall that did not 
ee time 10 £0 oe ~~ history of these || or the ae a and . will not be two 
peculations. lave it here before me In sworn || ye 8s from this time, if this revolution continues, 
|| testimony; but Ido not propose to occupy the vefore those very misguided people, who are to- 
| time of the Senate with the details. 1 could open || day howling against the Union, will be hanging 
here now a page of corruption that no Govern- |}; the men who are now threatening its destruction 
ment has ever exhibited since the world was || and plotting for it. Yes, sir; the very men, in the 
formed; and yet, the crowning act of his infamy very places, who are now ne isunion sen- 





| the capital, a news —the Constitution he 
|| named it—and paid for it out of the produce of a 
theft from the national Treasury. Your Secre- 
|| tary of War, proud son of Virginia—she has rea- 














was to issue untold millions of your bonds, and |} timents, will be hanging the leaders who first con- 
indorse them in his official capacity; and now, to || ceived the idea, and promulgated the plan for the 
i th 


_ cover the evidence of his infamous crimes and || disruption and overthrow of this Government. 
his infamous treason, he is preaching disunion 


throughout the State of Virginia. He did but follow 


Mr President, I have before me a speech of the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,} which I 
in the footsteps of your President. | intended to review. I have been endeavoring for 

Then, sir, | might take up your Secretary of || two days to get the floor, and have failed thus far 
the Navy, and convict him-of corruption in live- || until this late hour. 1 do not propose to-night 
'oak contracts, and of divers and sundry other || to occupy much of the time of the Senate, and 
peccadilloes that [ shall pass over now for want |) therefore I will not review the speech of the Sen- 
of time. Then, | might take up your Post Office || ator from Illinois, although I intended to do so. 
Department, and go through all your Administra- || He charges us, the Republicans, with being re- 
| tion, and convict you by official records of crises || sponsible for all the agitation which has occurred 

that would damn any party which existed on the || in the United States for the last five years; and he 
\| face of the earth to eternal infamy. says that whenever a proposition comes up for an 


| 


Then, sir, | might refer to individual cases of 
defalcationandcrime. When the head is corrupt 
and the heartis corrupt, what can you expect but 
corruption throughout all the other members of 
the body? I might point you to the custom-house 
officer in Detroit, and to the postmasters in New 


old soldier’s pension, or any other measure of 
merit, some Republican makes a speech on the 
negro question, and some fire-eater from the South 
responds, and so they go on alternating until the 
session has passed and the measure is lost for 
want of time. Now I wish to avoid all person- 


York or New Orleans, where defalcation, robbery, 


alities; and while | would not say a word disre- 
and theft have been practiced, and where the cul- 


spectful to any member of this body, L will say 
prits pleaded the high authority of the President || that that Senator knows thatthe Republican party 
of the United States in-justification of their crime. || is not responsible for any agitation of the negro 
After all this, what could you expect other than |) question that has taken place upon this floor 
that men thus educated in the Democratic party || for the last four years. e have avoided that 
| should seize your forts and custom-houses, rob || agitation, and avoided it under all circumstances. 
|| your mints, and break up the Government, if || What has been the history of the last four years? 
they can? ‘They are traitors in thought, in heart, || That Senator knows as well as any other man. 
and in act; and, as I said before, they are pre- || When | had the honor first to take a seat upon 
cisely in the position of the burglar who, having || this floor, four years ago, what did I then meet? 
robbed your house and murdered itsinmates, pro- || | met the Lecompton Constitution, recommened 
poses to apply the torch to cover up the evidences || by your present President, advocated by every 
of his crime. member on that side of the House, save the Sena- 
Sir, I see before me some of those men of the || tor from Illinois. That question occupied the 
South who have been fighting this corrupt organ- || entire time of the Senate during that whole ses- 
ization for the last twenty years, and now turn || sion;and if any man has reason to find fault with 
| about in dismay at the tnreaiened disruption of || that negro agitation, certainly it is not the Sena- 
the Government. Why aie they terror-stricken? || tor from Illinois. What was the history of the 
Why do they not stand firm, and denounce you || next session? We had not been in session here 
as infamously connected with a plundered Treas- || three weeks, or three days, before the Senator 
ury, instead of cowering before your threats? || from Louisiana, [Mr. Suinetx} introduced a bill 
This thing has gone far enough, and you will find || appropriating $30,000,000 for the purchase of 
soon throughout the South, not only in Tennessee || Cuba. There, again, we had the negro before us, 
and Kentucky, but in Louisiana and South Car- || in all his length and breadth; and who was re- 
olina, a Union sentiment that wili hurl from power || sponsible for that agitation of the negro question ? 
the traitors who have been warring against the || Not the Republicans, for we resisted it to a man; 
Government. Sir, this Union is to stand; it will || and experience has shown that we were right; 
| stand when your great-grandchildren and mine || for had we purchased the Island of Cuba at an ex- 
shall have grown gray—ay, when they shall have || pense of $200,000,000, it, with Texas, that cost us 
gone to their last account, and their great-grand- || about two hundred millions, would have seceded 
children shall have grown gray. But the traitors || about this time, and we should have been left to 
who are to-day plotting against this Union are || pay the bills. 
todie. I do not say, literally, that they areall low was itat the next session of Congress? 


to die personally and absolutely; but they are || Sir, | might go on with this history and bring it 
soon to pass from the stage, and better and purer 


Q down to the present ge show you that, from 
men are to take their places. God grant that that ic 


first to last, the Republican party has resisted the 
consummation, ‘*so devoutly to be wished,’’ may || agitation of the negro question. Then again, sir, 
be early accomplished! The men who have been || the Senator said the other day, in his speech 


preaching treason in the southern States; who || which | now have before me, that, for thirty years 
| have been raising their rattlesnake flags; who || after the formation of the Government, the ques- 


c.’ : ‘ 
tion of slavery was left entirely out of the legis- 


have been threatening to dissolve this Govern- j 
ment, will find there some patriotic individual who || lation of the country. Sir, did he not know, has 
he never read, that slavery, for the first thirty 


will strike up the tune of Yankee Doodle and un- 
years, was hedged in by the ordinance of 1787? 


furl the American flag, and setile their cases for- | 
ever. Sir, there is a sentiment deep in the Amer- || Does he not know that that ordinance stood as a 
ican heart, and it is not in one section of the || pillar of fire by night, and as a cloud by day, 
country alone, but it is in the heart of every man helgies in slavery in all the Territories that then 
who loves his country—a sentiment of devotion || belonged to the United States? He does know it; 
to the American flag, of regard and devotior for || or if he does not, he ought to know it. That 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
the memory of those who fought and bled and slavery was hedged in until 1820, no man knows 
| 

















died under it in the early stages of this Govern- || better than himself. 

ment; and when you reach away down to this | But, sir, I shall not occupy the attention of the 
deep sentiment, you will find that those men who || Senate much further. I shall simply allude to a 
are now threatening, in certain events—ay, sir, || single thing before taking my seat. I ask, what 
who are threatening in any event—fo dissever || will the southern States gain by a dissolution of 
|| this Government, among the things that were; || the Union; or what will the middle States gain by 
| you will find that they will soon go to their final \ a dissolution of the Union? What will Tennes- 
|| account politically, if not absolutely. | see, Kentucky, and Maryland gain by a dissolu- 
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tion? What will South Carolina gain by a disso- | 1 can scarcely conecive @ny thing that I would 
lutron? What will any State gain by adissolution || not yield. But, sir, when traitorous States come 
of the Union? Do they wish to have Canada right || here and say, unless you yicld this or that estab- 
down upon their borders? Do they not know that || lished principle of mght, we will dissolve the 


their property is locomotive? Ah! but f have had | 
them say to me, ** unless you make treacies of alli- | 
ance, of friendship, and agree to restore our ne- 
groes, we will make forays upon your border and 
compel you to submit.”’ - 
Mr. President, there is one thing worse than 
civil war; there is one thing that I dread infinitely | 
more than civil war. It isa mistake that the fight- | 
ing of brave men makes eternal enemies. 
was there a greater mistake made on the face of 
the earth. Brave men may meet and fight like 
brave men, and separate as friends; but, as I said, 
there is one thing that is worse than civil war, | 
and thatis anarchy. Do you not know that the | 
first foray attempted, either from one side of the | 
border or the other, lights up the flames of civil | 
war from the Atlantic to the extreme verge of the | 
State of Missouri? Do you not know that you | 
will have civil war from one end of your border | 
to the other, unless you meet and fight like brave | 
| 
} 





men, or else separate forever, without any guar- 
antees?’ 

Sir, | dread a civil war from the very bottom 
of my soul; but [ do not dread it one tithe as 
much as 1 do the state of anarchy that would 
light up the flames of civil war from the Atlantic 
almost to the Pacific. 1 know the people of the 
Northwest; I know the people of A South, 
have lived among them. I honor the old State 
of Kentucky. My friend, the senior Senator from 
Kentuck y—I know he will permit me to call him 
so—is dear to the people of the State which I 
have the honor, in part, to represent. The bones 
of Kentuckians are strewn all along, from the 
Ohio river to the Thames in Canada, above De- 
troit. The people of Kentucky came to our res- 
cue, in time of peril, and [ love them as | love my 
brother. God forbid that we should ever have 
war with the State of Kentucky; but if we do 
have war, God grant that it may be an open war, 
and no border forays. 1 know the people of the 
State of Kentucky are a brave and loyal people. 
| know they would fight like brave men. i mew 
they would meet their brethren as brave men meet 
before the battle, and I know that after the battle 
they would ciasp hands, as only brave men can. | 
But, sir, the border forays, which would result 
from your black chattels crossing our borders, 
ae lead to a scene of exasperation, such as 
this world has never scen. I know that sucha 
border warfare as that would preclude the possi- | 
bility of any arrangement ever being wale. I 
know that oniy sneaking cowards and traitors are 
capable of assassination. I know that brave men 
never were guilty of assassination; but all along 
the border you would have assassinations, here 
and there, and you would have a civil war, as 1 
said before, such as tue world has never seen; 
and what would be the result to the border slave 
States? It would not be two years after you had 
peaceably dissolved the Union, before you would 
not have a slave in a single border State. In the 
northern half of the border States, they would at 
once rush north to obtain their freedom, and in 
the southern half of every border State the slave- 
owner would rush to realize their value in dollars. 
Sir, the border States understand this as well as 
you or I do; and do you suppose they are about 
to rush to their own destruction? A great deal 
may be done by pride, and a great deal may be 
done by passion; but such a suicidal act as that 
was never committed by any people since the 
earth was formed. 

Mr. President, | have occupied more of the 
tume of the Senate than I had proposed; and, in 
conclusion, | would earnestly say that, for the 
Union-loving men of this nation, for the true pa- 
triots of the land, there is no reasonable conces- 
sion that | would not most cheerfully make; but 
for those men who profess to be Union men, and 
who are Union men with an “if ;’? who will take 
all the concessions that we may give them—all 
that they demand—and then turn about and say, 
‘** Your Union is dissolved,” I have no respect; 
and for them I will do nothing. For the men who 
love this Union, who are prepared to march to 
the support of the Union, who will stand up in 
defense of the old fiag under which our fathers 
fought and gloriously eee I have not only 
the most profound respect, but to their demands 





ace of | 








Union, I wouid answer, in brief words: no con- 
cession, no compromise—ay, give us strife,even 
to blood—before a yielding to the demands of 
traitorous insolence. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, it was said 
by a Scotchman, boasting of his parson, that “he 
wasa most po’orful preacher, for he had pounded 
three — to pieces and danged the life out of 
five bibles.”” [Laughter.] Of course, I do not 
mean itforanybody. It is most extrordinary that 
Senators will use offensive language here, and say 
they do not intend to be personal, and denounce 
Senators on this side for indulging in offensive 
remarks, and then apply wholesale epithets of 
robbers and thieves to the entire Democratic 
party, and especially to those Senators and their 
constituents who believe in the abstract right of 


| secession, and who also believe that an occasion 


has arisen in which it is necessary to carry that 
right into operation. 

| have observed, sir, during a not very long 
life, that those who are most in the habit of taking 
their tongues of the civil list, have another habit; 
and that is, of keeping their weapons upon the 
peace establishment. Now,when I say toa man 
that he is ascoundrel, I mean what I say, and I will 
hold myself personally responsible. One of the 
complaints that we have against the North—I 
make it, of course, not against all Senators or all 
members of the House of Representatives—but, 
unfortunately some how or other, they will not 


| send here at all times representatives who are 


either gentlemen or Christians, [laughter,] who 
willexercise that charity and good breeding which 
belongs to the Christian; or if they indulge their 
bad tempers, will hold themselves responsible. 
It renders our intercourse unpleasant. 

Now, a gentleman from Virginia, Governor 
Floyd, has been denounced here to-night asa thief. 
[ do not know how much the Governor stole, but 
I know that he has friends in this city who will 
go security to the full amount which he is charged 
with stealing; and thatif aletter shall be addressed 
to him in these words: *‘ Sir, | pronounce you to 
be a scoundrel, andacknowledge myself a gentle- 
man,’’and itis signed ** Zacnarian CHANDLER,” 
Governor Floyd, or his friends, will pay in cash 
the amount that he is charged with stealing. I 
predict that no such letter will ever be sent. 

What has all this to do with the question before 
the country? The Union is dissolved. Seven 
States have dissolved their connection with the 
balance. Texas went out to day. What do you 
propose doing? Do you suppose you will settle 
this question by calling Mr. Thompson, Mr. 
Cobb, and Governor Floyd thieves? Do you sup- 
pose that anybody will believe vague charges of 
thissort? If these Cabinet officers have committed 
theft, why were they not impeached or indicted ? 
If you choose not to resort to the legal remedies 
which you have, why not, nse use language 
that is personally athens hold yourselves per- 
sonally responsible ? These are questions that are 
easily asked, and very difficult to answer. I am 
myself getting a little impatientat this thing. Be- 
cause I believe in the right of secession, and be- 
cause I think an emergency has arisen which 
justifies it, I do not choose to be classed among 
thieves and robbers, cut-throats and pirates. 1 
do not choose to hear the people among whom I 
live, and whom I in part represent, denounced 
here as cut-throats and outlaws. 

The Senator says that, in certain contingencies, 
he will turn Camanche. God forbid! I hope not. 
They have already suffered much from their con- 
tact with the whites. [{Laughter.] 

Upon what is this senseless charge of robbery 
predicated ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will answer the Senator: 
upon an indictment found in the courts of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia against Secretary Floyd, if that 
is a satisfactory answer—an indictment found in 
the courts. That is what it is based upon. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Has any indictment been 
found against Mr, Cobb and Mr. Thompson? 

Mr. CHANDLER. There ought to be, I think, 
against Mrs Cobb. 

Mr. WIGFALL. An indictment has been 
found against Mr. Floyd, and I predict that he 
will be here to answer &. 
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Mr. CHANDLER. I hope so. 
Mr. WIGFALL. I know so; and | predict 


further, that he will come unscathed from ¢} 


investi ation. I have made another prediction. 
which I will not repeat, as to the future relations 


between that Senator and the ex 
ex-Secretary. 

But the Senator did not apprehend me, Why 
I ask, are these terms of thieves and robbers al 
cut-throats applied to people in the States th, 
have seceded? Because they have taken iieaes 
sion of the military posts. Why should they Set 
have done it? Has reason fled to brutish beasts? 
Have those men eaten the insane root? Wors 
they to sit quietly down until the Lieutenan: 
General and his pliant tool, the Secretary of Wa; 
should have filled those forts with Federal troo : 
and then declared their determination to esta})|is); 
a government, when their ports were in a cond). 
tion to be blockaded and their towns to be shelled? 
Is this the way that freemen and men of sense 
act? Was this the way that the colonists acted 
when they intended to achieve their independence 
in 1776? If colonists could, without blemishin> 
their characters, lay their hands upon the mii. 
tary stores of their sovereign, I ask why it is that 
the people of sovereign States cannot do the same 
as to munitions of war which belong to them in 
common with the people of the other States, and 
for the purchase of which they have paid their 
money without stint? All this sort of twaddle 
does no good. 

Now, the great Northwest has been talked of. 
I have as much respect for the Northwest—for 
the respectable portion of it—[laughter]—as any- 
body. There was a respectable portion of ‘it 
once, and I think there is a fragment of it yet, 
law-abiding, Constitution-loving, Union-saving 
element there. ’ 

Mr. RICE. A big fragment. 

Mr. WIGFALL. A very big one, I hope; not 

uite big enough, however, to do much good in 
the lastelection. No one appreciates the patriot- 
ism, the integrity, the virtue, the good sound sense 
of that portion of the great Northwest more than 
I do; but I have observed in all the debates which 
have taken place here, that those men from the 
Northwest who have heretofore when the country 
called for soldiers, responded to that call and gone 
to the field, have not blustered about desolating 
the banks of the Mississippi. 

Speeches are made here for the purpose of in- 
flaming the Northwest. It has been said here, it 
has been officially announced in Louisiana, it has 
been officially announced at Mentgomery, that 
the seceding States have no idea of blocking up 
the movth of the Mississippi. They are not fools, 
if they are thieves. Nobody accuses them of 
that. There was an immense amount of brains 
taken out of this Government when those first six 
States left, and withdrew their twelve Senators. 
There was an immense amount of statesmanship 
went out of this Chamber when those twelve Sen- 
ators left. They know, I know, every Senator 
knows who is not devoid of all power of reason- 
ing, that first, by the law of nations, the North- 
west is entitled to a free ingress and egress in and 
out of the mouth of the Mississippi. I know, and 
they know, and all who reflect, or whose opinions 
are worth considering, know that, by the treaty 
of 1803, the Northwest is entitled to the mouth 
of the Mississippi. That treaty secured for the 
number of States then in the Union, the right of 
the free navigation of the Mississippi; and that 
right has inured to every State that has since been 
admitted into the Union. Treaties between this 
country and foreign nations are not treaties be- 
tween the Government at Washington and a for- 
eign Power, but the treaty is one between the for- 
eign Power and the States; the States are parties 
to the compact on the one side, and the foreig" 
Power onthe other. By the treaty of 1803, every. 
State in the Union had secured to it the right ot 
ingress and egress and free navigation. Further 
than that, we all know that, by fifty-seven years 
of use, the Northwest has acquired a lease ° 
which they could not be deprived. These facts 
are known. It is known that no one intends ( 
interfere with the mouth of the river, or attempt 
to block it up; and that being the case—— 

Mr. RICE. Will my friend allow me «mo 
ment? 

Mr. WIGFALL. Certainly. d 

Mr. RJCE. Mr. President, I have hear¢ © 


Governor and 


196 


reat | 
of the 
that | 
their! 
too W 
sissip 
Jakes, 
Mr 
as we 
staten 
wilia 
Mr 
Mr 
the su 
body; 
really 
ment 
Cham 
Mr 
Mr 
insur 
rathe: 
bruit 
lary, 
here | 
coln | 
cago 
It me 
cited, 
next, 
Abra 
go fa 
this | 
that | 
cloak 
could 
his er 
the cc 
he is 
theS 
upon 
I fear 
manc 
cure 
comn 
be re 
coln. 
Repu 
prese 
atten 
ing fi 
whic 
out t 
It 
there 
peop 
Care 
port 
port 
ters 
mer 
goin 
nati 
ther 
If 3 
stru 
in, | 
witl 
spis 
ups 
and 
inta 
like 
sus 
to j 
don 
und 
um 
k 
you 
ing 
his 
7 
ton 
fac 
sul 
mit 
to 
pla 
me 
Wh 
rea 
wi 





1961. 


great deal about the obstruction of the navigation |} Minnesota indulged in early in the evening. He 





of the Mississippi river. 
that 1 believe the people of the Northwest know 
their rights and understand the interests of others 
too well to believe that the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi, of the Red River of the North, cr the great 
lakes, will ever be impeded by anything but ice. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Thatistrue; and low water 
as well as ice. (Laughter.} I will accept the 
statement of the Senator from Minnesota, !f he 
will add low water. 

Mr. RICE. Well, I will add low water. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Therefore all this talk upon 
the subject amounts to nothing. It deceives no- 
body; it is intended to deceive nobody; but I was 
really at a loss at first to understand the excite- 
ment that has broken out on the other side of the 
Chamber to-night. 

Mr. LANE. A whisky insurrection. 

Mr. WIGFALL. The Senatorsaysthe whisky 


insurrection. [Laughter.] I donot think so. 1} 


rather apprehend it is another fact. It has been 
bruited about to-day that there was some burg- 
lary, housebreaking, or robberies which took place 


here last night, and that a certain Abraham Lin- 


coin has been kidnapped and taken from the Chi- 
cago platform and placed upon a peace platform. 
It may be that certain Senators have become ex- 
cited, under the apprehension that, on Monday 
next, at the precise hour of tweive, the aforesaid 
Abraham is to swailow the Chicago platform, and 
go for peace. (Laughter.j Ido not know how 
this is. l rather suspect it istrue. I do not think 
that a man who disguises himself in a soldier’s 
cloak and a Scotch cap (a more thorough disguise 
could not be assumed by such a man) and makes 


his entree between day and day,into the capital of | 


the country that he 1s to govern, | hardly think that 
he is going tolook war sterniy in the face. And if 
the Senator shaii, inthe morning, after having slept 
upon it, have the same determination as to-night, 
I fear that, be the detriment occasioned the Ca- 
manches as great as it may, they will have to en- 
dure it, for l lock for nothing else than that the 
commussioners from the confederated States will 
be received here and recognized by Abraham Lin- 
coln. Sey jaandt 1 will now predict that this 
Republican par that is going to enforce the laws, 
preserve the Ui..0n,and coliectrevenue, will never 
attempt anything so silly; and that instead of tak- 
ing forts, the troops will be withdrawn from those 
which they new have. See if this does not turn 
out to be so in less than a week or ten days. 

It is very easy for men to bluster who know 
there is going to be no danger. Four or five million 
people, livingina territory thatextends from North 
Carolina down to the Rio Grande, who have ex- 
ports to above three hundred million doilars, whose 
ports cannot be biockaded, but who can issue let- 
ters of marque and reprisai, and sweep your com- 
merce from the seas, and who will do it, are not 
going to be trifled with by that sensibi. Yankee 
nation. Mark my words. I did think,at onetime, 
there was going to be war; 1 do notthink so now. 
If you want peace though, if you want recon- 
struction, if you wish to keep the border States 
in, if you have any particular affection for living 
with slaveholders, whom you profess so to de- 
spise, you had better stop this discussion,and take 
upsome of those resolutions thatmean something, 
and pass them by a two-thirds vote, and send them 
into the other House, and tell those men to act 
like men of sense, and at ten o’clock on Monday 
suspend their rules and pass them, and go back 
to your constituents and tell them that you have 
done—well, | will not say what; but not exactiy 
understood the case when you argued it the last 
ume. 

Pursue the other course, and you will do as 
your Government has already done, when follow- 
ing the advice of the great military captain and 
his pliant secretary. 

The Star of the West swaggered into Charles- 
ton harbor, received a blow planted full in the 
face, and staggered out. Your flag has been in- 
sulted; redress it, if you dare. You have sub- 
mitted to it for two months, and you will submit 
to it for ever. I am in the habit of speaking 
plainly. I choose to do it because you provoke 
me to it, Get up and discuss these matters, if you 


will answer you civilly. 


‘Vow as to this talk which the Senator from || one of the first pioneers in four of those western 


mE 


I wish merely to say || pretended to say—and I suppose really he was 


| of the Union. 














: || the southern States with us; but if they are de- 
Wish to discuss them, free from personalities; talk, || 


reason, and ask us what will satisfy us, and we 





| Having spent my life upon the great lakes, the 


CONGRESSIONAL 


sincere about it, for there are none so blind asthose 
who will not see—-that the whole difficulty had 
grown out of our being defeated in a presiden- | 
tial election; and that if Mr. Breckinridge had | 
been elected, there would have been no dissolution | 
Of course there would not. Mr. | 


| 
| 
| 


Breckinridge ran as a candidate for the Presidency 
upon a platform which declared explicitly that 
slaves were property, and, like all other property, 
were entitled to protection wherever the Federal | 
flag floated, wherever the Federal Government | 
had jurisdiction. Had that sentiment been in- | 
dorsed, north and south, east and west, this Union | 
would have been saved; but when you elected a 
man upon a platform which declared in substance | 
—I do not pretend to quote it—-that slaves were 
not property; and that, instead of protection, it | 
should meet confiscation wherever the flag floated } 
or this Government—ourcommon Government— | 
had jurisdiction, we said to you, we would live || 
under no such Government; and we have modo 
good our words. We have dissolved the Union; | 
mend it if you can; cementit with blood; try the | 
experiment. We do not desire war; we wish to || 
avoid it. We are not interfering with you; and | 
have no objection to the people of Massachusetts || 
living, from this time until the last trump sounds, 
under just sucha form of governmentas she sees | 
fit. We have no objection to New York living | 
under such a government asshe sees fit; and soas | 
to all the other States. What we are willing to ac- | 
cord to you, we want to secure to ourselves—the 
right of self-government. We invade not your 
soil in order to subvert your institutions. We 
will not be invaded because you wish to subvert 
ours. We assert that the right of self-government 
is the only right that was established by the Rev- 
olution; that it is the only right that is set forth 
in the Declaration of Independence; that it is a 
right inalienable to freemen, and terrible to ty- 
rants only. 

This we say; and if you choose to settle this | 
question by the sword, we feel, we know, that we | 
have the right. We interfere with youin no way. || 
We ask simply that you will not interfere with || 
us. On which side of the border this question || 
will be settled, is a matter that will hereafter be | 
determined. Upon whose standard victory will | 

erch, is a question left to be settled in the futare. || 
We know that we will not block the mouth of the || 
Mississippi. We know that we will not send 
emissaries to teach your factory operatives the 
doctrine that those who operate the machines are 
entitled to an equal division of the profits with 
those who pay for the machines. We send no 
emissaries to preach agrarianism. We send no 
emissarics to you to excite the non-property hold- 
ers to bitter hatred against the property holders. 
We wage no war upon your institutions, be they 
civil, moral, or religious. We leave you alone to 
enjoy the blessings which you suppose you have, | 
to the fullest extent; and, because we choose to | 
live under such a Government as suits us, you 
talk to us about enforcing the laws, blockading 
our ports, and taking our forts, that were built 
with our own money and for our own defense; | 
and, because these threats have been made in ad- | 
vance, and we, as a matter of protection, laid our 
hands (not very softly I admit) upon what was | 
necessary for our defense, we are denounced as 
thieves, and the people whom we represent, are 
denounced as rebels. You tell us you will keep 
us inthe Union. Try the experiment. 

Mr. RICE. Will the Senator allow me one 
moment? 

Mr. WIGFALL. Certainly. 

Mr. RICE. 
this discussion has assumed. | do not like to hear 
Senators on either side talking about force. Itis 
unbecoming us as Senators and as brothers. I 
wish to say to the Senator, and to the Senate of 
the United States, that but a few weeks ago, my 
State, so far as I am advised, considered that the 
greatest calamity that could befall this country 
was secession; but I believe they now consider a 
civil war to be a greater calamity than secession. 
We will do all that we honorably can do to keep 








| 
| 
; 7 | 
termined to leave us, they must go in peace. | 


great rivers, and the plainsof the North west, being 
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| that is practical and wi 
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ia Jawsuit south of it. 
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| States, I wish to say also, that I do not believe 
either one of them will vote a dollar or a man for 
coercion. Hence, why this talk about force, about 
war and bloodshed, or about desolating this coun- 
try? Wearea family of brothers; and if we can- 
not live together in peace, in the name of God, let 





| us agree as brothers to separate in peace. I hope 


there will be nothing more said here about war. 
I do not like to hear it. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I regret that I should have 
said anything that fell harshly or unpleasantly 
upon the ears of the Senator, for whom I have 
personally so high a regard, and whose political 


| . : : . 
| omega so entirely accord with my own. I 


iave not spoken of force to be used by us. I was 
explaining—and I was unhappy if I did not make 
myself understood—that we certainly intended to 
aggress upon nobody; that we were asserting a 
plain, and what we had heretofore regarded an 
unquestioned right, the right of self-government; 
that we did not intend to interfere in any manner, 
shape, or form, with the people of other States, 
be they northern or southern, eastern or west- 


ern, slaveholding or non-slaveholding. 


This was the full scope of what | intended to 
say, and having said that, I do not know that it 
is necessary that | should go further, except in 
this: I had not intended to speak upon these ques- 
tions; nor, indeed, to vote upon them. | have no 
official information as to the action of my State; 
but J cannot doubt what the action will be, or 
rather has been. If Senators really mean any- 
thing by talking about compromising and saving 
the Union, I suppose they wish to do something 

i produce some effect. 
This resolution, which is brought from the House, 
means nothing. It gives security to nobody; it 
gives satisfaction to nobody; and it is obvious 
from the debate that occurred here to-day, that 
the House itself means nothing - it, except to 
enable adroit demagogues, through some of the 


| States in which the matter is still doubtful, to get 
| up what is called a Union party, that may keep 


those States in the Union for a few months, pos- 
sibly for a year, then to withdraw and jom their 
sister States of the Confederation. 

It is better, then, to look this matter steadily 
rand honestly in the face, and see what is the griev- 
ance. The grievance is not about the Territories. 
That is not it. It is the denial that siaves are 
property, and the declaration that the Federal 
Government has a right to settle that question. 


| Nothing short, | believe, of an amendment to the 
| Constitution declaring that each State has the right 


to secede—which is admitting the right of sell- 
government to the people of each one of these 
sovereign States—will give satisfaction. I am 
sure, if you are talking about reconstruction, and 
expecting any one of these Gulf States to come 
back, that nothing short of that would induce 
them even to entertain your propositions. You 
must admit that the masters are free; that they 
have a right to live under such a Government as 
they see fit; thatthey can peaceably, quietly, con- 
stitutionally change their government, if they sce 
| fit. When you do that, then they will entertain 
the proposition as to whether the form of govern- 
ment you offer them is satisfactory or not. But 


| while you deny the right of secession, while you 
| deny the right of self-government, those men wili 


not consider whether they are to be well governed 
or — governed; and hos should not, Admit 
the right to govern themselves, and then offer 
amend ments to the Constitution securing the right 
to their property in this Government, and then 
they will entertain the proposition. Nothing short 
of that, | am satisfied, would induce any one of 


| the confederate States again to secede from that 
mane | 
Mr. President, I regret the shape | 


confederation, and come back into this. 

Now, whether what are called the Crittenden 
resolutions will produce satisfaction in some of 
| these border States or not, 1 am unaware; but J 
feel perfectly sure they would not be entertained 
upon the Gulf. As to the resolutions which the 
| peace congress has offered us, we might as weil 

make a clean breast of it. If those resolutions 
| were adopted, and ratified by three fourths of the 
| States of this Union, and no other cause ever ex- 
| isted, | make the assertion that the seven States 


| 
| 


now out of the Union would go out upon that. 
| The first proposition is to do what? The Wil- 
| mot proviso north of 36° 30’ north latitude, and 
The next is to give the 
Federal Government the right to declare a free 
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negro a citizen. Those two propositions would 
be enough of itself to dissolve the Union, if noth- 
ing else were offered. 


But I did not intent to discuss these matters, | 
and [ willnot. lt is a matter that concerns others, | 


and not me. , | trust, however, that we shall not 


waste the nightin debate upon propositions which | 


have either no meaning whatever, or have such 
meaning as to produce the very effect which you 
desire to avoid. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, the de- 
bate has been of a character so discursive that 
the Senate will hardly recollect the — that 
is now before them. The original subject of 


debate was the resolution from the House of || 


Representatives, proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution, the effect of which is to render the 
Conatitution unchangeable in its negation of power 
to this Government to interfere with slavery in 
the States. That far it is an additional security. 
If the present border States are to remain a por- 
tion of the Union, they will be but as eight to 
perhaps twenty-five, in a very short while. Isit 
not manifest to gentlemen that the altered condi- 
tion of things would require some additional guar- 
antecs for the security of their property—this 
peculiar and'special property, the object of such 
dislike and opposition to our fellow-citizens of the 
North? Why should we reject it? It does not 
give all the satisfaction we desire; it is a remedy 
entirely inadequate to the whole cause of com- 
plaint; but it removes one apprehension of por- 
tions of our people. Why, then, reject it? You, 


I apprehend, can have no objection-to granting | 
this, because you continually announce here that | 


itis exactly in accordance with your purposes and 
your feelings. 

But some gentlemen say they will give no bonds 
for their good behavior. How inappropriate is 
this sort of language to the argument? They 


would have us go upon the principle of confidence | 


altogether. If we are to go upon the system of 
confidence, let us throw aside ail constitutions. 
What are they made for? They are mutual bonds 
between different portions of the country; and this 
is no otherwise a bond than every other provision 
of the Constitution of the United Statesis a bond. 
Ali gentlemen profess not only to regard, but to 
reverence that bond as a sacred bond, to be held 
inviolable; and yet, when an altered condition of 
things manifestly requires, upon the very princi- 
ples of the Constitution itself, when logical con- 


clusions from its own principles would lead to the | 
extension of the security given in the Constitu- | 


tion itself, gentlemen say they will bind them- 
selves by no bonds for good behavior. That is 
all the answer they can give; and I leave you to 
judge, Senators, how far, in your judgment, that 
1s an answer to be accepted. It is not the answer 
which, I am sure, the Senate of the United States 
will give to such a proposition. But I do not wish 
now to enlarge upon it. 

Mr. President, I have intended and desired to 


make a few general remarks upon this subject; | 
but, at this late hour of the night, I hesitate to | 
ales such an imposition upon you, Senators. || 


**Go on.”’ 

Mr. BIGLER. Let us have them. I hope the 
Senator will go on. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not know whether 
it is certain we are to sit all night to-night, and 
finish this matter, or whether we are to adjourn 
for an evening session to-morrow night. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let us have an evening ses- 
sion to-morrow. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If so, | would rather 
postpone those remarks until to-morrow, when 
we can go into a more general view of the sub- 
ject; but itis of very littl consequence and im- 
portance as to the remarks I wish to make. They 
are the last l ever expect to address to the Senate 
of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will indicate 
the hour he himself would prefer, I will move to 
take a recess until that time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Any hour that would 
suit the Senate would be agreeable to me. 

Mr. KING. Say seven o’clock in the evening. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Any hour will do for 


me. 

Mr. SUMNER. Eight o'clock on Monday 
morning. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Oh, no; I am not ready 
to go to breakfast by eight o’clock. 





| Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator agree to 
|, seven o’clock in the evening? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LANE. I hope the Senate will say seven 
o’clock. 


| Mr. HUNTER. 


It seems to be generally 
thought that seven o’clock is the best hour. I 
move that the Senate take a recess until seven 

o’clock to-morrow evening. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. If Senators are willing, 
perhaps I had better go on and submit the few 

remarks I have to make now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia, 
that the Senate take a recess until to-morrow eve- 
ning, at seven o’clock. 
| Mr. CLARK. If the Senator from Virginia is 
about to make that motion, I hope he will allow 
me first to take up a motion for the reconsidera- 
tion of a bill, in order to get rid of it. 
| Mr. PUGH. 1 object. 
|| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
wis on the motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate (at 
nine minutes to twelve o’clock) took a recess until 
| to-morrow (Sunday) evening, at seven o’clock. 








'| The Senate reassembled at seven o’clock, p. m., 
|| [Sunday evening, March 3,] and Mr. Bricut 
took the chair as Presiding Officer. 

Long before the Senate met, the galleries were 
densely filled with spectators, and all the avail- 


_ able space on the floor of the Senate Chamber was 
| filled strangers. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 


| will read the 48th rule of the Senate. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
«48. No person shall be admitted to the floor of the Sen- 
ate, while in session, except as follows, namely: The of- 
| ficers of the Senate, members of the House of Represent- 
|| atives and their Clerk, the President of the United States 
and his Private Secretary, the heads of Departments, for- 


the United States, ex-Senators, Senators elect, and judges 
of the Supreme Court.” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant- 

,at-Arms will execute the rule. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms proceeded to clear the 

floor of persons who were not entitled to admis- 
sion. 

After an interval of some minutes, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The galleries 
are requested to preserve order, and those who are 
upon the floor of the Chamber, and know them- 
| selves not to be entitled to admission under the 
rules, will please retire without further specifica- 

tron. 
The floor having been cleared, and order re- 
stored, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
pending is House joint resolution (No. 80) to 
||amend the Constitution of the United States. 
| The question is on the amendment proposed by 
| the Senator from Wisconsin, to the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Ohio; and upon 
that question, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] is entitled to the floor. 

TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. SIMMONS. By an understanding with 
the Senator from Kentucky, he permits me to in- 
troduce a joint resolution to correct some errors 


in a bill passed last week. I desire that it be 
| read. 











The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Rhode Island asks leave to introduce a joint 
resolution to correct certain errors in an act en- 
| titled ** An act to provide for the payment of out- 
| standing Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, to 
| regulate and fix the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes.”’ 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. I shall object to the con- 
sideration of any proposition in relation to the 
tariff,in any way, atthistime. The billis passed. 
lt ought to have had more examination, and I do 
not think we should touch it now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution has had its first reading. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I think, if the Senator from 
North Carolina knew what this resolution was, 
he would not object. Itis simply to correct some 
errors in the engrossment of the bill, to make’ it 
perfect. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If I could see the joint 
resolution, perhaps [ would withdraw the objec- 
tion. 


eign ministers, ex-Presidents and ex-Vice Presidents of | 


— THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBI 


| 





| 








Mr. BIGLER. I suggest that 
and all other of a similar character, be allowed 
rest over until after midnight, There will be 
plenty of time then to do this business, . 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I ask leave to Withdraw 


the papers in the case of E. P. Hunt, agen; fi 
underwriters of New York, Boston, Philadelp| e 
and New Orleans, at Galveston, Texas cm 
that the expense of keeping a light-vessel a 
Galveston bar may be refunded to them by the 
United States. The Committee on Cae 
have not had time to act upon them, and they 
move to be discharged. I ask, if there be no ob. 
jection, that leave be granted. 

The committee were discharged from the 
ther consideration of the papers, and leaye 
granted to withdraw them. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer a memoriai of fiyp 
thousand citizens of Massachusetts, in which they 
call upon Congress to stand by the Constitution 
as it is, and the Government of the country, and 
to make no compromise whatever. I understand 
that there are memorials, signed by thirty-s: 


. - March 2 


is business, 


fur- 
was 


—~ fe . ‘ven 
thousand persons, similar to this, but they have 
not yet come to hand. This is simply the fore. 


runner of the others. 
that it lie on the table. 
It was so ordered. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
of business. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regula; 
order of business is the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Wisconsin to the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Ohio to the joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 80) to amend the Consti- 
tution of the United States; on which the Senator 
from Kentucky is entitled to the floor. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Before I proceed, | de- 
sire to present to the Senate the official evidence 
of the election of Hon. Joun C. Breckrnivce, 
now Vice President of the United States, as a 
Senator elect to the United States Senate from the 
State of Kentucky, as my successor. He suc- 
ceeds toa place of great difficulty and high duties. 
I have no doubt that he will, and I hope he may, 
occupy the seat much more successfully than | 
have done, for the good of ourcommon country. 
I ask that the credentials be read and filed. 


The credentials were read, and ordered to be 
filed. 


I offer this now, and ask 


I ask for the regular order 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
ea R. No. 80) to amend the Constitution 
of the United States is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. ’ 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have not risen with 
any vain ambition or purpose to play the orator. 
I have no set speech to make—— 

{Great disturbance was occasioned by persons 
endeavoring to get into the already over-crowded 
alleries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms will be required to prevent other persons 
from entering the gallery doors, and see that order 
is maintained. It is impossible to proceed with 
the business in the present condition of things. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. The subject, Mr. Pree 
ident, upon which I wish to address the Senate, 
is altogether too solemn and too interesting to the 
country to be made the occasion for deciama- 
tion or eloquence. Ido not aim at it. Iams 
plain man, and I wish to speak plainly what! 
think and what I believe on this great subject: 
and my wish is to do it with as much brevity & 
pohadlile. a 
Mr. CLARK. 1 do not think it possible ata" 
for the Senator to be heard. i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. _ It is imposs 
ble to do business with the prevailing noise. 
Mr. BRAGG. I think we shall have to order 
the galleries to be cleared. 1 move that the g** 
leries be cleared. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from North Carolina moves that the galleries ‘° 
the right of the Presiding Officer be cleared. 
Mr. CLARK. I move to amend the — 
so as to limit it to those persons who are stant 
in the galleries. There will be no occasio”, 
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think, to remove those who are seated. I do not 
they mean to interrupt the order of the 


sup pase 
Senate. - 
~ The PRESIDING OFFICER. 8 
ble for the Chair to give a partial order. The 
question is on the motion of the Senator from 
North Carolina. 


Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. President 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis nota de- | 


batable question. 


Mr. HEMPHILL. Cannot the order be mod- | 


ified so as to clear the aisles? If the aisles could 


would preserve order. ae 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
under the impression that such an order can be 
given. 
Mr. CLARK. That is the motion I made. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
ine be removed, | think it will be better. 
who are sitting may then keep quiet. 
Mr. KING. As long as there is quiet, we may 
as well go on. 


Mr. BRAGG. 


Those 


I withdraw the motion, for it 


seems to be the wish of gentlemen on the other | 


side, I am satisfied, however, that we cannot get 
along. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, nothing 


is more strange in this country than the greatand | 


deplorable change which, in a few months, has 
taken place in the condition of the United States. 


But a few months ago, we were a united, and, I | 


may say, a happy, people. A spirit of discontent 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant- | 
_at-Arms is absent, attempting to execute the order, 
|| as the Chair understands. The Chair will repeat 
It is impossi- || 


again, that persons standing in the aisles are re- 


| quested to retire, and only those who can find 
|| seats will remain. 


[The persons to whom this admonition was 
addressed tool no heed of it: and several of them 
exclaimed: ** The crowd behind us is so dense 
that we cannot.’’ 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


Unless those standing vol- 


| untarily retire, I shall be under the disagreeable 
be cleared, probably the persons who are sitting || 


necessity of moving that the whole galleries be 


|| cleared. 


Mr. KING. I would not do that. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I must do that, as long as 


|| encouragement is given to them to stand here—a 
|| scene never witnessed before—interrupting our | 
If those who are stand- || 


proceeding, so that we cannot transact business 


execute the order. I do not believe in allowing 
a mob to prevent our doing business. 


{Five minutes elapsed, without there being 


| any perceptible diminution of the number of per- | 
| sons who were standing in the aisles ‘n the gal- 
leries, 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


will. 
quires him in the gallery. 


| the vote, those in the aisles who were 
If they | 
| are gentlemen, they will retire without being ex- | 
| pelled by officers; and if they are not gentlemen, 

\| let them be hurled out. 


If the Sergeant-at-Arms will 
not do his duty, I shall move to elect another who || 
I see him onthe floor, when his duty re- || 
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floor of the Senate than in the galleries, and | shall 
therefore vote ** nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 12; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bregg, Bright, 
Clingman, Coamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Foster, 
Gwin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Pearce, Powell, Seward, Sim 
mons, and Wilson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, 
Grimes, Hale, King, Morriil, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilkinson—12. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


{During the call of the roll, the persons who 


| were standing gradually retire 


d. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. thhe Sergeant-at- 


| Arms will execute the order of the Senate, by 
| clearing the galleries to the right of the Chair. 


Mr. WILSON. 


I rise for the purpose of mov- 


|| ing a reconsideration of the vote just taken, and | 
|| They must either retire peaceably, or we must || 


do so for this reason: since we commenced taking 
pressed 
and crowded have retired, and now there ts to all 
appearance perfect order in the galleries, and I 
think there will continue to be. I am ready 


| always to vote to sustain order here; but now it 


appears that those persons have retired, and ! 
think, therefore, that we ought not to disturb 


| those who came here early and acquired seats. I 
| make that motion. 


Mr. DOUGLAS I will simply remark that, as 
the crowd that made the disturbance have retired, 
I hope there will be order in the galleries, and | 


am willing that, by unanimous consent, the vote 
be reconsidered; but I will renew itif there is any 
disorder. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there unani- 
mous consent that the vote shall be reconsidered ? 
It is so ordered, and the order will be suspended, 


was heard to manifest itself in different sections 
of the country occasionally; but we might well 
hope that these agitations would subside when 
the great question of controversy then on hand | 
had passed away. Different, however, has been 
the result. We have seer, in these few fatal 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms reports that it is impossible to remove | 
persons who are standing in the aisles. The | 
crowd is so dense. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


Then I shall move to go | 


—_—sIS 


months, six, perhaps I may say seven, States go 
out of this Union, and dissolve, as far as they 
could do so, their constitutional connection with 
us. Our Union is dismembered. ‘The same spirit 
which produced that dismemberment is now mak- 
ing its dangerous progress throughowu: ihe coun- 


try, and endangers the stability of ocher States, | 


and endangers their adherence to the Union. In 
this state of the case, proposition after proposi- 
tion has been brought forward by members of 
Congress in the one House and in the other with 
the hope that thereby 
{Great confusion was created in the galleries by 
the circumstance of a man fainting on account of 
the heat.] 

Mr. BAKER. I move that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be requested to prevent persons standing in 
the galleries. It will cause inconvenience; it isa 
lite sacrifice, but it must be made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms will clear the galleries, so far as the aisles 
are concerned, allowing the persons who are sit- 
ting to remain. 

| This order was received with marks of disap- 
probation on the part of those persons who were 
not so fortunate as to have seats in the galle- 
ries. 

Mr. LANE. It is manifest to my mind that 
we can transact no business here to-night. I am 
obliged, therefore, to move that the Senate take 
a recess until seven o’clock in the morning. I 
hope the Senate will do sa. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Oregon moves to take a recess until seven 
o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. CLEINGMAN. That can only be done 
by general consent. I hope it will not be in- 
sisted on. 

Mr. LANE. If the Senator from Kentucky 
desires to proceed with his speech, I will with- 
draw the motion. I do not want to interfere with 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Persons who 
are occupying the aisles in the galleries, standing, 
are requested to retire; and unless they do, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms will be directed to remove them. 
Only such persons as are sitting will be permit- 
ted to remain in the galleries. 

After an interval— 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Has the order been given 
that all persons be removed from the galleries who 
are not seated? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has. 

. Mr. DOUGLAS. Has the Sergeant-at-Arms 
been directed to execute the order? 











into an election of a Sergeant-at-Arms who will | 


do his duty. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at- 


Arms reports to the Presiding Officer that the | 


force which he has stationed at the doors is in- 


| sufficient to keep the crowd out and insufficient | 


to remove them; that his assistants are physically 
tossed about and removed by persons in the gal- 
leries. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Then, I move that the gal- | 


leries on this side of the Chamber (the gentle- 
men’s galleries) be cleared. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


they were ordered. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I have a word to say. We 


are endeavoring to get a vote on amendments to | 


the Constitution. The very gentlemen who frus- 


trate our endeavor to get a vote, by taking advant- | 


age of a technicality under the rules, object to our 
getting the galleries cleared when it is essential 
to the transaction of business. 
there assembled, are known to be the political 


friends of those very Senators, and I trust the | 


Senate is not to be broken up by a mob. 
Mr. KING. I call the Senator to order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 


New York will state his point of order. 

Mr. KING. Itis, that he has no right to reflect 
on the motives of Senators. It is unparliament- 
ary, and out of order. That is the point of order 
I make. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
motives. Iam stating facts 

Mr. KING. No, sir. 





Mr. DOUGLAS. Facts that the country will | 


take cognizance of. 

Mr. BAKER. I have never before voted to 
clear the galleries, and I do it very reluctantly 
now. 
minutes, with the ordinary politeness that I am 
sure they possess on other occasions when their 
curiosity does not get the better of their judgment, 
would retire and leave those who have been for- 
tunate enough to get seats, to hear my distin- 
guished friend. Now, Ido not want to vote to 
clear the galleries, because, generally speaking, I 
do not deem it necessary; but I hope the 


retire before the Sergeant-at-Arms gets up there. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will || 


cali the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. THOMSON, (when his name was called. ) 
i think there is much more disturbance on the 


It is moved that | 
the galleries on the right of the Chair be cleared. | 


Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; and | 


Those who are | 


| have done nothing. 


I am not reflecting upon | 





I see on my left gentlemen who in three | 





will | 
take the broadest hint in the world, and gradually | 


| ever has seen. 


if there be no objection. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, it is an 
admitted fact that our Union, to some extent, has 
already been dismembered; and that further dis- 
memberment is impending and threatened. It is 
a fact that the country ts in danger. This is ad- 
mitt’ on all hands. It is our duty, if we can, to 
provide a remedy for this. We are, under the 
Constitution and by the election of the people, the 
great guardians, as well as the administrators, of 
this Government. To our wisdom they have 
trusted this greatchart. Remedies have been pro- 
posed; resolutions have been offered, proposing 
for adoption measures which it was thought would 
satisfy the country, and preserve as much of the 


| Union as remained to us at least, if they were not 


enough at once to recall the seceding States to the 
Union. We have passed none of these measures. 
The differences of opinion among Senators have 
been such that we have not been able to concur 
in any of the measures which have been proposed, 
even by barermajorities, much less by that two- 
thirds majority which is necessary to carry into 
effect some of the pacific measures which have 
been proposed. We are about to adjourn. We 
Even the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States, beholding this great ruin around them, 
beholding dismemberment and revolution gomg 


| on, and civil war threatened as the result, have 


been able to do nothing; we have done absolutely 
nothing. Sir, is not this a remarkable spectacle? 
How does ‘t happen that notevena bare majority 
here, when the country trusted to our hands is 
going to ruin, have been competent to devise any 
measure of public safety? How does it happen 
that we have not had unanimity enough to agree 
on any measure of that kind? Can we account 
for it to ourselves, gentlemen? We see the dan- 
ger; we acknowledge our duty; and yet, with all 
this before us, we are acknowledging before the 
world that we can do nothing; acknowledging be- 
fore the world, or appearing to all the world, as 
men who do nothing. 

Sir, this will make a strange record in the his- 
tory of Governments and in the history of the 
world. Some are for coercion; yet no army has 
been raised,no navy has been equipped. Some are 


| for pacification; yet they have been able to do 
| nothing; the dissent of their colleagues prevents 


them; and here we are in the midst of a falling 
country, in the midst of a falling State, presenting 
to the eyes of the worid the saddest spectacle it 
Cato is represented by Addison 
asa worthy spectacle, “‘agreat man falling witha 


| failing State;”’ but he fell struggling. We fall with 
| the ignominy on our heads of doing nothing, like 
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the man whostands by and sees his house in flames, | What is the great question out of which this 


and says to himself, * perhaps the fire will stop 
before it consumes all.’ : 

Mr. President, | impute no exclusive patriotism 
to one side or the other; but lam sure, that on 
neither side can there be a single Senator who is 
satisfied with this condition of things. I have 
had the honor, among others, of feeling it to be 
my duty to offer propositions of this character— 
others have done so. Honorable friends here have 
made various propositions. My friend who rep- 
resents the great State of Pennsylvania—the hon- 
orable Senator who sits before me, (Mr. Bicter|— 
has been among the foremost. The Senator from 
‘Tennessee |Mr. Jounson] has offered proposi- 
tions. There has been no want of propositions; 
and with perseverance and zeal, these resolutions 
have been pressed from time to time, and day to 
day, with fruitless exertion to obtain, if possibie, 
some system of saving policy out of them or 
under them. I shall never forget the zeal and the 
industry with which my honorable and honored 
friend from Pennsylvania has acted in this great 
matter. With a zeal untiring and a hope inex- 
tinguishable, he has toiled on from day to day 
with a labor that no other one scarcely could have 
borne. Yet nothing has come out ofall this. Nay, 
sir, the policy of attempting to make peace, the 
policy of attempting to offer propositions for rec- 
onciliation, has been. denounced by a Senator 
from Massachusetts as the most fatal policy that 
could be pursued. 1, for performing the simple 
act of duty which | have done, have been de- 
scribed as acting here as if 1 had been commis- 
sioned to make peace. Sir, have I assumed any 
such thing? Have I done more than other Sen- 
ators have done, more than other Senators ought 
to have done, in attempting, as far as their judg- 
ment enabled them to do, to suggest measures 
which might save the country and put a stop to 
the great evil which was overthrowing itin every 
direction? What right had the gentleman to sa 
that I have. assumed to come forward as ieash 
I had been comnmissioned? He says also that he 
does not know whether this isa task which I have 
voluntarily undertaken, or which has been im- 
posed upon me by others, Sir, Iam unable to 
understand what the Senator means by this. I 
will not suppose that the gentleman had any se- 
rious intention of casting any taunt upon me, 
much less of intimating anything of a dishonor- 
able or improper character. Who does he think 
could impose a task on me? What part of my 
life, what part of my action, has shown that I 
was a man upon whom others could impose a 
task ? What the gentleman means, I do not know. 
1 will consider it all as unmeaning personality, and 
pass it by. 

But, sir, the other question involves something 
of more concern. Propositions which I have of- 
fered, he says, are founded on a policy most fatal 
to this country. What does the honorable Sen- 
ator mean by this? That nothing ought to have 
even been attempted? If anything else in place 
of 1t would have been proper policy, | should be 
giad that the gentleman were here to state what 
that other policy was. It must be to do some- 
thing, or to do nothing. Few will say we ought 
to have sat here and witnessed this ruin and wit- 
nessed this revolution, and done nothing; that we, 
the Senators of the people, we, the guardians of 
the Constitution, are to see that Constitution over- 
thrown, and that country that had confided in us 
brought to ruin, to misery, and to dismember- 
ment, and have done nothing. If the gentleman 
would do something, what is that something that 
should be done? Mind, to attempt to make peace 
by these resolutions is a fatal policy.. What good 
pater what saving and beneficial policy, would 
1e have us adopt? He has not explained, and I 
shall not think it necessary to trouble myself 
further with this part of the subject. 

Mr. President, the cause of this great discontent 
in the country, the cause of the evils which we 
now suffer and which we now fear, originates 
chiefly from questions growing out of the respect- 
ive territorial rights of the different States and 
the unfortunate subject of slavery. I have said 
before to my brother Senators that I do not appear 
on this occasion as the advocate of slavery; I ap- 
pear here as the advocate of Union. I want to 
preserve that from overthrow; and I am suggest- 
ing that policy, which, acccording to my poor 
judgment, is adequate to the object. 


j 
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mighty mischief has grown; what 1s this ques- 
tion about territory? Practically, itis reduced to 
a very small matter. We have passed through 
/ many of these territorial difficulues; we have now 
arrived at the very lastoneof them. Neither the 
'climate nor the wishes of any portion of this 
| Union have induced the people anywhere to de- 
| sire really to extend slavery above the line of 36° 
| 30’ north latitude. That was the line adopted in 
| 1820 by wise men, who did it not so much with 
| a view to equality of division as they did it with 
| a view to strike upon that line north of which 
| there might be no controversy, and where no such 
| system of labor as that which required servitude 
| could be useful. That has settled, very much, 
| public opinion on that line with respect to the 
| slavery question. We have now much territory 


| north of that line; but there is no pretension to 


| any rights there by those who hold slaves. We 
have, since that compromise line was first estab- 
lished, acquired territory south of it. That ter- 
ritory south of it is composed of the Territory of 
New Mexico, and nothing else; and there slavery 
now exists by law. What is the resolution that 
the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. Wiikinson] 
read yesterday, offered, in 1850, by Mr. Clay, 
whom he so justly eulogized? Mr. Clay said he 

| would not vote for any specific measure that 
would introduce slavery into any Territory where 

| it did not actually exist; but to avoid the ques- 
tion and the controversies awising out of it here, 
he proposed to give to the territorial government 
ample power on the subject, without any restric- 
tion in regard to slavery. In the compromise of 
1850 that was done; territorial governments were 
established, and power was given them over this 
subject. That was the policy and design of Con- 
gress; they wanted to keep the question out of 
Congress; they therefore left it to the Territorial 
Legislature, and that Legislature, in conformity 
to the power given it, has passed a law recogniz- 
ing and admitting slavery. This may have been 
right or wrong; | do not undertake to decide that. 
They acted under a discretionary power given 
for this very purpose. They established slavery. 
Its existence there, then, is just as legitimate as 
its existence can be anywhere by force of local 
law. Well, what is the question now and always? 
The South having seen itself excluded, its system 
of labor denounced and excluded from all the 
other Territories of the United States, have sup- 
posed their brethren were monopolizing all this 
description of property—the territorial property 
of the United States—and excluding them. The 
States holding slaves thought they had as much 
right as the States that were non-slaveholding 
had in this common property of the Union. You 
deny it; you say that you will govern it by an 
exclusive, a superior, a sectional power, and ex- 
clude a certain class of States who, under the 
Constitution of the United States, are upon an 
equal footing with yourselves. It makes to the 
orth, so far as.this matter goes, a monopoly 
of the public territory; it excludes by classes 
States of the Union, equal in all the means of 
contribution by which these Terrritories were 
acquired, their blood and their money having 
equally gone to acquire them. One section of the 
nion turns around upon another after they are 
acquired, and says: ** Though acquired as com- 
mon property by common means, we do not like 
your system of labor, and nobody insisting upon 
that system of Jabor shall settle in the country; 
but those who adopt our system of labor shall go 
there.’’ Il am not stating this matter now for the 
purpose of showing that you areabsolutely wrong, 
or that the South is absolutely right. I am stating 
the nature and character of the controversy. In 
the course of this controversy we have come toa 
int where we are obliged to halt. ‘Party must 
fale. The controversy has reached the vitals of 
our country. It is no longer a mere question of 
rtyopinion. Itis no longer a question of party. 
itis a question of country and of Union. These 
points of controversy have reference practically 
now to no other Territory which we have except 
the Territory of New Mexico; and to show how 
infinitely small that is, there is another consider- 
ation to which I wish to advert. What are the 
worth and value of that Territory to white or to 
black? Itis the most sterile region of country 
belonging to the United States, the least happy. 
it has been open to slavery for ten years, and 
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| within the whole Territory. As I 
| never be made a siave State. 
| where slaves can be profitably employed; ani 
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there is a controversy, I believe, whether th 


: ere are 
twenty-four or twenty-six or twent a 


Y-eight slaves 
# believe, i: cay 
48 Nota country 


that great law of profit and loss governs w 


: ; . ith inva. 
riable power and invariable efficacy. Here | : 
. ° : fe Is q 

mere question of abstract right, in the deprivation 


of which the South has supposed itself to |, of. 
fended, not only in its right, but offended jn : 
equality and in its just pride as States, a ne 
class of which is suffering a sort of ostracicy 
under the operation of a policy which insists tha 
no one shall adopt there any other system of Iaboe 
than that which prevails at the North. "a 
the better one; but we are all standing as eqiy 
under a common Constitution; we are sahioe 
upon the original question as to the rightfuljess 
or wrongfulness of slavery, as to the sin of jr. :),, 
propriety or advantage or disadvantage of jt, Wy, 
are not here upon any of these questions. Rie\;; 
under the Constitution are in question, and op th»: 
question the South insist that they have an equal 
right in the Territories to adopt their own sysiom 
of labor in this common property, as you hiaye i, 
carry with you in your emigration your halj:s 
and customs and your system of labor. Whip) 
has the advantage of the other? You say that 1), 
southern people holding slaves are very bad ¢.). 
lows for that reason. I shall not argue that, 'T\\» 
good man cannot say to the bad man, whi has 
with him purchased a tract of land and has ay 
equal right to it, that isa reason why the good may 
shall take the whole, and exclude the bad my 
from the purchase which was made in common by 
common money. I make these remarks merely 
to show you that there must be, even in your ow) 
judgment, a plausible ground for the claim whic) 
these States of the South set up, and that they have 
at least a plausible subject for discontent. If it \e 
only plausible in your view, in their view it is s 
just a cause of complaint that it is worth all thos 
wretched evils to which I at first adverted. They 
would rather go out of the Union than occupy a 
lace in it where they are denied equal rights 
in all particulars with their fellow-citizens; but 
they are willing to do, for the sake of peace, what 
we have done once before for the sake of the same 
peace, and toavert the same evils. We say now, 
as we cannot agree upon this subject, let us divide 
the territory; you go on the one side of it, and we 
on the other. That was the doctrine held of old. 
We talk a great deal here about the fathers, about 
their example. When this difficulty, or one very 
like it, occurred in 1820—now forty years ago, and 
we may well rank as fathers those who were oid 
enough to legislate in this body upon that ques- 
tion then—what did they do? Did they say as 
we now say, ** no compromise with our bretirn; 
stick to the Jaw; no compromise; let us take «il: 
No, sir, they made a compromise: you call a 
compromise; let us say itis. What does it pro- 
ose? To give up to you all the territory norti: 
rom what I have said before, you may well incr 
that, in giving that up, the South has only given 
up a territory where their system of labor cane! 
avail, cannot exist; but as to the South, it is alow’ 
one solitary Territory that we now possess, ®t 
that is a Territory where slavery does to sow 
extent exist, where by law it is authorized; 0d 
all that we ask in respect to that is, let the cold: 
tion of things as it is now in that Territory reme' 
as itis. You have now grown greater than Ws: 
who adopt this system of labor. You have grow" 
great. a have just now triumphed in a gr 
national controversy. The Republican party“ 
coming into power with a President to execu’ 
their will, and with a majority here to proca™ 
the will of the whole nation. Now give us sone 
security that you will not abuse that power. vl 
tory is full of examples of the abuse of power *! 
those who have the means of executing It. 5‘! 
arms have been the law all over the world much 
more than written constitutions and right. | 
may be so in our own country. Does it —— 
any dishonorable distrust of you, any distrus' 
which you ought to take any offense, real oF et 
tended? Is it anything more than ru 
prudence that great political communites © wt . 
endeavor to guard themselves against pos” > 
injustice and possible encroachment? U Oe th, 
principle is your whole Constitution ma” 
is made to guard your rights. Do you repre’ 
that for its want of confidence in men? !tis 4p" 
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ion want of confidence in men that all human law | to use it for a purpose not within the intention and |/ is attempted to be placed above the Constitution, on 

of- ~ made. Witha perfect confidence in men, why || not contemplated and not thought of by any one || and made an inseparable barrier to those meas- : 
ils are your laws made against murder, against theft, || of the parties to the bargain? So it would have || uresofpolicy which,in the present exigency, seem i a 
Ole avainst robbery? Why do nations all over the | been in respect to a private transaction, and so it || to be necessary to save the country from over- she - 
sm world ery out for written constituuons? Why | ought to be regarded here. Though the exercise || whelming ruin? ** Slavery shall not be extended ' 
hat do they ask, give us bonds, against which the | of such a power might not be absolutely uncon- |; in any Territory;”’ yet here | have endeavored to 

bor Senator from Minnesota (Mr. Witkivson,] who | stitutional by Congress, it would be an exercise || sh/w you, to remove any scruple as far as I can, 

be spoke yesterday, seems to declaim so much, as if |) of power in bad faith, and contrary to the expecta- || that slavery does exist there now, and probably d 

als ' he considered them already as manacles upon his || tions, and contrary, | may say, to the interests || to almost as great an extent as ever it will in -” he 

ere | hands: Have not the people a right to suspect || of the party who made it. , future. The dogma, if insisted upon, and the de- 

ess oentiemen who hold that sort of language of in- || Now, sir, all the other places under the special || nunciation implied upon a whole class of States, ; 

ui tending to abuse their power? He will not sub- || jurisdiction of the United States perhaps do not || that their system of labor shall be excluded, and 

Ve mit even to reasonable and rational securities to |) amount to one hundred and fifty acres in all the || they thereby partially excluded, is destroying the : 

hits be given to others. He calls it tying his hands, || southern States. They are the places for arsenals, || equality of the States, is not doing justice to com- p 


and says that he will not submit to it. || for navy-yards, and for dock-yards. They are 
This is a sort of argument that will satisfy no || the only places which are specially subject to the 
em one. It cannot satisfy the honorable Senator him- 


jurisdiction of the United States in the States; and 
to self. Lam sure, when he comes to think over the || the proposition only provides that,in respect to 
its argument which he has addressed to us. Here, || those which are in the States, Congress shall pass 
eh then, is the controversy. All we ask, all that is || no law hindering or abolishing slavery there. Is 
hit necessary, | believe, to settle this great mischief || there anything improper in all that? Is there 
el. that is now going on in the country is, that you || anything of difficulty or question aboutit? Surely 
he shallagree that in thatsterile country, where there || there can ‘ot and ought not to be. : 
las | never can be any number of slaves—you being in Then I return to the original question: that 
ar power, you having the power to change every- || which respects territory and slavery in connection 
thing, even the constitution itself—you having all || with it. [ have made all the remarks upon that 
power, shall now agree with us that the state of || which I intend; and my whole and sole object in 


mon owners, is a usurpation, and a monopoly by 
a part of that which belongs to the whole, and 
which the whole have an equal right to enjoy. 
But to take away from it the mischief it might 
do as a general principle if insisted upon every- 
where, for the peace of the country let that line 
of partition be made; you take the greater half; 
you take two thirds of it all; and say as to the ; 
other third, and that the poorest and most sterile 
and most uninhabitable, which you nominally _% 
leave to the South, that the state of things as it ' 
now is there shall continue to exist until it becomes 
a State, when it may dispose of this pestiferous 





| : ° ° . 7 ‘ : 
7 things there shall remain as it 1s—until when? || those remarks is not to attempt to convince you || subject exactly as it pleases. That little boon has he 
'y Forever, the gentleman says. He says it estab- || that the South is right, but to convince you that || not been granted. That is too great an offering 
i 


\ lishes it there forever. It is very easy to make 
ch speeches in this round and unmeasured sort of | 
y language. Let it remain as it is—until when? 
be | Unul this Territory of more than one hundred 
s thousand square miles—twice as large as the State 

of New York—shall contain in its borders a hun- 


the South has, at least, some plausible reason to 
be discontented with any construction which gives | 
you the whole and takes from them all; and that 
| from that discontent and long irritation has now 
| grown this flame which is consuming our country, 
| and has severed from usa valuable and important 


| to make to the safety of the country. My friends 
on the right and on the left, is this not a marvel 
in the history of the world? Gentlemen den 

this little item of satisfaction. Gentlemen deny it 
here, seeing the consequence of it. They see the 
country going to ruin, limb by limb falling from 


ey dred thousand, ora hundred and twenty, or a hun- | portion of it. Under these circumstances, you |} it, and some of its strongest and most potent 
ra dred and thirty thousand inhabitants. Will that |! are called upon to make this sacrifice. Let this || arms falling from it, and yet they adhere to a 
ils require alltime? For that short period, let things || poor sterile country of New Mexico remain as it || dogma, and refuse the remedy which can avert 
ut remain as they are just now, that we may not be || now is in regard to this vexed question. What |! the evil. Was ever exaction so small to avertan 
iat perplexed with the fear of change from your supe- || said Mr. Clay in the compromise of 1850, when || evil so great? 


rior power. When itdoescome in, as it shall do | 
when it has one hundred and thirty thousand in- 
ide habitants, then they will be entitled, and we will 


slavery was attempted to be excluded or estab- 
lished in New Mexico? ‘ No,’’ said he, *‘ we 
will not exclude it; I will not vote for any specific 





Gentlemen, however, say they will not do this, 
because they will make no compromise, Gen- 
tlemen, if this is a compromise, who offers it? 


‘v give them the right to form themselvesinto a State || measure to carry it there; others may do that; || Does the South offer it? Does the North otter it? i 
and be admitted into the Union; and when so ad- || the people who are to live there may do that; and || There must be two parties to acompromise. Has 

t | matted, they shall have the right to dispose of this || I will agree to give to their territorial govern- || there been any negotiation between them on the ; 
ry question of slavery just as they please; only, for |, ment a power to exclude it or a power to disal- || subject? Weare one and an integral body, com- 


the sake of peace, let this question rest in silence | 
for that short time. Give the country, who are 
now greatly alarmed and greatly agitated upon 
the subject, a little repose. Give them time for | 
their confidence to be restored. Give them time | 
F for better feelings to take the place of the bad | 
; feelings which now prevail. Cease your action 


low it, as they please;’’ and so they did. What 
do I ask of you more than Mr. Clay himself 
did? He gave them power to establish it there. 
Now, in the great commotion which exists in 
our public affairs, when change and the fear of 
change perplex the whole country, I just ask, let 
us make one firm point here; let usagree that the 


posed of Senators of the United States. | have 
the honor to be one of that honorable body. I 
offer aresolution. Do I offer it as a compromise ? 
I am not only elected by the State of Kentucky 
as her representative; but 1 am the representa- Me 
tive, as I understand it, of every State of this 
| Union. I am a Senator of the United States; 





foramoment. Gruve to the nation breathing-time. 

What else is asked? This is all; and this is 
refused. I say this is all; because, in respect to 
fugitives from bondage, there is no difficulty. 
That is fixed by the Constitution, and we can 
settle all that withoutany danger. What are all 


state of things in this poor Territory shall remain 


| Justas itis; and ther) ourcountry can be preserved. 


Was there ever a revolution so permitted to go on, 
—ever the dismemberment of a great country so 
allowed to take place—ever the overthrow of a 
mighty nation like this allowed in the face of the 


and it is in that right that i offer my propositions 
here. If those propositions had contained, on 
any controversy that might have existed, such 
terms as the North insisted on, whose terms would 
they have been then? Would you have called 

he North to the 


them a compromise offered by t 
South? And yeta southern Senator offered them. 
No, sir; | offered them as no compromise from 
the South to the North, or the North to the South. 
I offer them to your wisdom and for your con- 
sideration as a measure for the benefit and com- ‘ 
mon good of the whole country. I offer them 
| as indicating the best policy for the whole coun- 
| try; and you call them a compromise, and say 
you will have no compromise; and petitioners are ~ a 
instructed to say, ‘‘ no compromise.”’ : 
Sir, | am very sorry to hear such language em- 
ployed in a petition from the people, and in such 
aconnectionas this. Thisisno compromise. The 
petiuion does not apply to the case. It is a meas- 
ure of government which I offer as a Senator, 
standing equal and just between the States, North 


the other questions which aflect and touch this 
question of involuntary servitude? They relate 
| to the litde District of Columbia, and this is the 
di- greatest spot to which they do relate. Nowas to 

the District of Columbia, how came that to belong 
0s to us? How came that involuntary servitude 

within the District of Columbia to be subject at 
all to our jurisdiction? By a voluntary cession 
from the State of Maryland. I speak only of that 
Which we now hold; originally it was larger, and 
Virginia was one of the grantors. All that we 
me now retain—having relinquished that on the other 
Lis- side of the Petomac—was granted to us by the 
State of Maryland. Do you suppose, gentlemen, 
that when the State of Maryland granted that, 
there was any thought in the mind of the grantor 
li orgrantee, of Maryland or of the General Govern- 


+ 


whole world, plainly and obviously to the sight 
of its Legislature, and all allowed to go to wreck 
and ruin, when it could have been preserved in 
| peace, bya grant no larger than that which I have 
shown you. All the gentlemer from those States, 
I believe, with great unanimity, have said and de- 
clared that this compromise, if it could be adopted, 
or this measure, for I prefer to callit such, would | 
| save the secession of the States that have gone | 
| out, with one single exception perhaps. But if |) 
it be too late now to recall them at once by a mere 
vote of the Senate, upon or for any proposition, 
you can at least assure the fidelity and allegiance 
of other States dissatisfied from the same causes, 
but yet not willing to let go the banner of their | 
country. You can satisfy and assure them; and 

by so doing insure their continued attachmentand | 





a and South. I offer it as a measure of government 4 
ess ment, that any question should ever arise in re- | allegiance to the Union. There remain of these || for your good of the North, as well as the good 
tal ‘pect to this slavery, which then existed here by || States, some of the mostimportant in this Union, || of the South. It would have to be a task imposed 
ne ‘ie laws of Maryland? Would not some regula- || North Carolina, Virginia, Slacpianti Tennessee, || on me, indeed, though | do not know who could 
; - tion have been made in respect to it in some wa ] Kentucky, Missouri, Delaware. Is it not worth || impose such a one, if | were to offer, as a Senator 


or other, as to how it should be abolished, if it 


| something to secure them? Or is an idea, isa |) of the United States, to this body any proposition 


Should be done at all, and upon what terms done; 
or that it should not have been doneat all? This 
'S hot good faith. No such thing being in the con- 

lauion of the State which granted, or’ the 
$ which received it, wouid it not be bad faith 
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temp 
State 





| dogma, to prevail—a dogma not of the Constitu- 
| tion, a dogma not derived from the Constitution, 


a dogma having its origin, its whole value, to con- 
sist in the peculiar opinions—I will not discuss 


| and to thedisad vantage, muc 
| of another. I would as soon dishonor my fellow- 


of a character so partial and selfish as to amount 
to an unfair advantage to am pan of the country, 
i: less to the dishonor, 


them—in one section of the country, and which || citizens in one section of the country as in another; 
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and | hope and trust in God, neither my princi- 
ples nor my feelings would allow me to attempt 
or permitany such thing, either to the one section 
or to the other section. I have offered it in no 
such spirit. Lam not bargaining for the South, 
or bargaining against the North. 1 am pursuing 
a policy which 1 think the country ought to pur- 
sue, and submitung it to your common judgment, 
By that common judgment nothing can be done, 
nothing can be granted, and no compromise can 


be made. 


“They are fearful to think of, in my judgment. I || which the Constitution did n 


Thirty-seven thousand men from the noble old | 


State of Massachusetts have said, ** Let there be 


no compromise.’’ Nothing is more justly boasted | 
of by Massachusetts than her school-houses and | 
herchurches. Herchurchesand herschool-houses | 


were the first houses she built; and now here have 


arisen out of these churches over thirty thousand | 


men who, when a great controversy arises in the | 


country, when revolution is seizing arms on every 
side, and brethren are ready to slay and destroy 
each other, and when such terms as those which 
I have endeavored to explain can settle the whole 
matter, with an apparently pious and religious 


cry, say: ** Nocompromise; let blood flow; but no | 
compromise.’? Where did they learn that? Did | 


they learn itin church? Did they learn itim the 
sible? The Bible says, If you bring your offering 
to the altar,and there remember that thy brother 
has aught against thee, lay thy offering down; go 


and be reconciled to thy brother; and then come | 


and present thy offering to the Almighty; then thy 
offering will be acceptable to thy Maker. 
the pious thirty-seven thousand say: ** No com- 
promise; that is the offering we carry to the altar; 
blood and battle we carry to the aitar, and lay 
there as our offering.’’ Thatis the bloody trophy 
they offer up. They gay ** No compromise.’”’ I 
have no doubt, sir, there are many venerable and 
good men among them, because they are neigh- 
bors to at least forty thousand Massachusetts men 
who have netitioned in a very different tone, and 
say: **Compromise, | pray; muke peace with 
them; let us not slay and destroy one another.’’ 
That is the language of the petition which I| pre- 
sented, 

Sir, ifold Bunker Hill now had a voice, it would 
be, of course, as it should be, a voice like thun- 
der; and what would she proclaim from her old 
and triumphant heights? No compromise with 
your brethren? No, sir; that would not be her 
7oice; but | funcy to myself, if that venerated and 
honored old scene of American bravery, hallowed 
by the blood of the patriots who stood there, 
hand in hand, brethren of the North and South, 
could but speak, it would be but one voice, a great 
and patriotic voice: peace with thy brethren; be 
reconciled with thy brethren. 


promise, and you will not give a straw. You 
prefer the bloody doctrine of **no compromise; 
battle first;’? and woe be to those who first draw 
the sword. 

Mr. President, I am endeavoring plainly and 
frankly to present to the minds of my brother 


It is less than the || 
value of a straw that is asked from you as com- | 


Here | 


Senators the view which I take to some extent, | 


perhaps not the whole extent, of what will satisfy 
the South, and leave it to yourselves to judge how 
far it is true. Of course, it would be idle in me, 
and worse than idle, if | were to make an untrue 
statement, or an unfounded statement, as to the 
exact merits of this paltry question which now 
divides us. [do not believe there is a State in 
this Union, the people of which would not, upon 
a fuir presentation of this question, on perhaps 
in less offending language than can be found in 
some of these resolutions, who would not vote 
for peace on the terms proposed; who wouid not 
grant all that is asked, and more than that, if the 
consequence on the one side was to be reconcilia- 
tion and reunion, and on the other battle and 
blood. 

But now, to pass from this view: we are likely 
soon to part, and what a spectacle do we present? 
We have done nothing. The country is inflamed, 
and nothing has been done to quench the destroy- 
ing fire; yet that is our business here, to preserve 
the Union, to make the people contented and 
happy. ‘That is our greatand high mission. The 
country is in flames, and nothing has been done 
te extinguish the fire. What, Senators and Mr. 
President, is to be the consequence of 1? No one 
can exactly answer; but the question must awaken 


the forebodings of every man within the reach of || turned. Now there has got up, what is unknown 


| 


| 
| 


i 
i 
i 


| atives; and this Government is worth being pa- 


| you have received,and a generous remedy against 
| ing. 


| 

i 

| 

| 
! | 
| ment from our northern brethren to these meas- 
_ures of policy which I have offered. 


that is the idol to which you must bow down; 


| passion. 


| within the Constitution. 


| Texas out. 








my voice. 
our failure to do anything? God only knows. | 
do net know what they will be. I fear for further | 
revolution—for revolution to such an extentas to | 
destroy, in effect, this Unions I hope not. 1 
would advise against it. 1 would say to the peo- 
ple, the distraction which exists in the opinions 
of those that constitute Congress are such that 
they cannot avree upon any measures now; you 
may think and feel that justice is denied you; it 
may be so; but is denied you by whom? Ina 
time of high party excitement, by one Congress. 
Your Constitution is so framed as to give you, in 
a short period, many Congresses. The power 
returns to the people of electing their represent- 


tient for, and worth bearing a great deal for. Be 
patient and bear it, even though you think you 
are wronged. Rather bear the wrongs you have, 
than fly to others which you know notof. Hold 
fast tothe Union, The Union is the instrument by 
which you may obtain redress, by which you will 
in the end obtain redress. Congress may err. It 
may err from error of judgment, from passion, | 
from excitement, from — heats; they will not 
last always. The principles upon which your | 
Government was founded recognize all these frail- 
ties, recognize all these sources of occasional and | 
temporary wrong and injustice, but they furnish 
a remedy for it. They turnish a remedy in the | 
often-recurring elections which the people make. | 

| 





It is not for the first offense that dismemberment | 
and disunion are justified. Hold fastto the Union, | 
There is safety, tried safety, known safety: and 


have of eventually obtaining from your fellow- | 
citizens a generous recompense for all the wrongs | 


any wrongs hereafter. 

These are my feelings, and this would be my 
advice. My advice is that of a Union man earnest 
for its preservation; and, without the fullness of | 
my heart, the words which Lutter are worth noth- | 
This would be my advice at all times upon 
this question, and upon every question which 
threatened the Union: stay in the Union and strive 
inthe Union, We may have had evidences enough 
here of the impossibility of obtaining any agree- 


I will not 
call them a compromise, for that seems to offend 
gentlemen; though I was willing that each of | 
our brethren, North and South, might think, by 
the word compromise, that, in a generous and 
affectionate spirit and sentiment, nominally, at 
least, he had given up something. But gentlemen 


| object to the term, if the stern, warlike cry of ‘* no 


compromise”’ is heard, like the ancient cry of the 
Roman conqueror. When oppression was com- 
plained of, they answered it by a v@ victis—woe 
to the conquered; now translated, ** no compro- 
mise.’’ The r@ victis of the Romans, and the ** no 
compromise’’ here, apply to different ages; but 
they are the same language, and convey the 
same terrible denunciation: woe to the conquered 
—no compromise. ‘Take our dogmas; take our 


| platforms; it is not sufficient that you obey the 


Constitution; it is not sufficient that you adhere 
to the Union; go out of the Constitution; go out 
of the Union; look at our platform; study that; 


otherwise, ‘* no compromise’’—woe to you. Sir, 
this is not the language of the heart or of the judg- 
ment. It is the language of excitement. It may 
be uttered by good men; but it is the language of 
It is the language of excitement. It 
regards nothing here to be a compromise that is 


These amendments only ask you to make some 
dditions to your Constitution because of the al- 
tered state of things When we met here at the 
commencement of the session, you had fifteen 
States which adopted the same system of labor— 
involuntary servitude. The Constitution was 
framed to a state of things, when almost every 
State in the Union, with butone exception, adopted 
that system of labor. You have now in the Union, 
of those who acknowledge this system of labor 
within it, only eight of those States; supposing 
In the old Constitution, when almost 
all were slave States, you gave guarantees that 
fugitives from one State to another should be re- 
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There has been got up in our co 
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silation against slaye. 
Utution recognizes f 
Ss, or 


Ot disqualify, o, 
States holding it 


c untry Questio; ; 
limits of the Con. 


holding, which the Cons 
place any inequality upon the 


arising out of that, beyond the 
stitution, which rest above the Constitutio; , 
which are worked up into platforms, and to oe 
the obedience of all other sections is Seine - . 
Now, my brother Senators, is there anything - 

5 ar 


rin truth? Dig 


not the Constitution intend to leave us free 


on 


Did it not 
adopt that 
ed to leaye 
Itseems go to 


intend to leave the States choosing to 
system of labor jugt as free as it intend 
them in regard to other queruons? 
me. 

Sir, another reason for my confidence is, that 
this cry of v@ victis, or no compromise, is no: the 
sentiment of the American people, Although a 
have been unable to agree upon anything ee 
is it known to any Senator, the oldest and i‘ 

‘ MS OWN eXperience 
or what happened in the country before his tin, 
that there ever was such an expression of public 
opinion given within so short a time as has been 


, given here in reference to these very propositions? 
| What is the number of petitions forwarded? | 


| suppose, if I should say we have receiy, 
| tions from not less than a quarter of a mj 





rr rc Sanna cnennig cepacia teenage 


d peti- 
se lhion, I 
should be within bounds. In addition to that 


societies everywhere have been petitioning in the 
name of their whole body. State Legislatures 
have memorialjzed, and, in fact, petitioned Con- 


|| gress in the name of the — of their States, 
that same Union is the best assurance you can || 


1 do not know how many. The chief agenis of 
the great railroad companies, owning railroads in 
value to the amount of more than three hundred 
million dollars, traversing the country from North 


| to South in every direction, have petitioned in 


favor of the adoption of these Propositions of 
eace, and they, gentlemen of the highest stand- 
ing and the highest respectability, have declared 
that, as far as all their travels extended along ali 
these mighty railroads, they have found the peo- 
ple, with great unanimity, of the same opinion, 
and in favor of the adoption of these propositions. 
Now, sir, 1 do not want confidence in legisla- 
tors. | have been one of them too often ani too 
long to endeavor to castany discredit upon them, 
or the differences of opinion which exist among 
them. I do notintend to do any such thing; but 
I intend to say this: that my confidence in the in- 
telligence and public virtue of the people isgreater 
than it is in any body of their representatives. 
The people have given me assurances upon this 
subject by these petitions, that right will event- 
ually be done; that they, the true sovereigns of 


| the country, will take this subject into consider- 


ation, and that they will not allow them and thei 
children, and their children’s children, scattered 
about through all this land, to go to war with one 


another upon such a comparative trifle. 


I hope, too, that the South, the State which I 
represent, and all others, will find in these pet- 
tions a generous spirit of fraternity, a generous 
spirit, a sense of justice, that will remove those 


| misrepresentations which have been so long and 


so often impressed by party upon their minds, tliat 
one section hates another. 1 do not believe any 
such thing. I have been to the North, and I have 
been to the Northwest; I have been to the coun- 
try of the honorable Senator from Minnesota. 
observe that the names of the petitioners that be 
presents are limited to very small pieces of paper, 
who cry out **no compromise” there. Why, 
sir, let me tell the gentleman an anecdote which 
will redeem his people from the unchrisuian spi" 
of hostility with which they seem to desire to - 

ress their opinions exclusively upon the mics 
of all their fellow-citizens, or at any rate not \ 
compromise. 

There was a little party of us that were out!" 
the mighty country of the Northwest, amus"s 
ourselves with hunting and fishing and camping 
about. We got to St. Paul. There wasa serve” 
with us that attended our party, and was rol 
useful to us, and enjoyed itabout as much : 7 
of the whole party. efound itat St. Antho é. 
so pleasant, and there was sucli a grand, ang" os 
cent, and accommodating hotel there, that e 
stayed there some time, the servantwith us. a 
did not act in the spirit of no compromis 
will not pull a hair from the head of the 1 
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dogma that isembraced in the Chicago platform,) | 


; | 
hut they treated us with the mostopen hospitality | 


and kindness to be found anywhere; and told us 
particularly: ** Take noalarm about your servant; 
do not trouble yourself about him atall; he is just | 
as safe here as in Kentucky; no man here will 
jistarp him; the town will not permit it.” There 
was not a word said about him; and every man 
there knew he was there, and knew he was a 
slave, and there was nothing said about it, That 
was the sortof hospitality and kindness, that was | 
the sort of compromise, they gave: ** Stay; you 
are our fellow-citizen from a distant land, come 
among us,and we want to show you that we 
know how to meet you, and treat our fellow-cit- 
izens; we are glad to see you, and there will be | 
no disturbance about your servant;”’ and exactly 
did they fulfill their kind and hospitable words. 
They compromised. ; ‘ 

Jut the Senator feels himself called upon not to 
compromise a great nation; and yet, through this | 
vreat nationcommon blood flows. What man is 
there here that is not of a blood, fowing—mean- 
dering—perhaps through every State in the Union? 
and we talk about not compromising a family 
quarrel ; and that is to be held upas patriotism, or 
party fidelity. In the name of God, who is it that 
will adopt that policy? We are one people in 
blood; in language one; in thoughts one; we read 
the same books; we feed on the same meats; we 
go to the same school; we belong to the same com- 
munion. If,as we go through this quarrelsome || 
world, we meet with our little difficulties, if we | 
wish to carry with us grateful hearts of the bless- 
ings we have enjoyed, we shall be bound to com- 
promise with the difficulties that must occur on 
all the ways of the world that are trodden by Gov- 
ernments on earth. It is our infirmity to have | 
such difficulties. Let it be our magnanimity and | 
our wisdom to compromise and settle them. 

Do not believe, my fellow-citizens of the North, || 
my brother Senators of the North, that | am urg- || 
ing this upon you as a bargain. I am only pro- 
posing the measure which I believe, and which 
my judgment suggests to me, as most for your 
benefit, and most for my benefit; most for the 
benefit of your States, of my State, and of the 
States of all of us. That is the spirit in which I 
propose it. I would not take the most paltry right 
from you to give it to the South. I would not 
detract a particle from your honor, in order to 
give anything like a triumph to any section of the 
country. You are as much my countrymen as 
anybody. I claim the whole country as my 
country; and as yet the alienation is not such be- 
tween us and even these seceding brethren that I 
could not travel through it, and feel as if I was 
stillin my own country. I feel an assurance that, 
by a right system of policy here, even they would 
return. Now,[ would have the South, I would have | 
the border States, as they are commonly called, 
those that yet remain out of secession—to stand 
by you, trust to you, and trust to the people. A 
great many, if nota majority, of their northern 
brethren, have given them assurances of their | 
sympathy for them, and that justice shall be done 
them. I believe it. They are assurances given 
by kindness, by patriotism, and willbe redeemed; 
and that kindness, that sympathy, which exists 
inthe North, will attract others. It is the stand- 
ard of humanity, and the standard of patriotism ; 
and one after another they will crowd around it, 
unul the States shall come and make peace-offer- | 
ings to their brethren, instead of crying out ‘* no 
compromise.’’ I believe in this. ee have 
the border States believe in this. Our northern 
fellow-citizens have entitled themselves to this 
confidence by their action upon these very reso- 
lutions, Thousands, and tens and hundreds of 
thousands have come here and petitioned for them; 
the States have petitioned for them. All this is 
an evidence of inioeene that ought to bind the 
heart of ‘the southern States. At any rate, it 
ought to affect their judgment as to the future. 

You will see by this that, even if nothing be | 

one, I am not for secession. No, sir; I was born 
and bred in the State of Kentuck ;and as to my 
hative State, old Kentucky, I shall say to her 
ome a — to others: I desire to see you | 
until 7 the Union of the country; do not go off | 
- oe mene necessity forces you; give || 
nen a long continued evidence of your | 
. 7 your patriotism, and your fidelity 
© Constitution. Stand by it; you have 














| the Union after the adoption of the Constitution; 
| she has engraven in marble; and it now stands 


| sanctified sull more by forming a portion of the 
| monument of George Washington. I want to see 


| her be the last to leave that Union which has con- | 


| thoughts in any work which he pleases, where 
| no man is imprisoned unlawfully, from one end 
| of it to the other. 


| deprived of his liberty unlawfally ? If our Treas- 


| on the Alpine hills of Europe are little commu- 


| upon us, and which is magnifying still more every 
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stood there heretofore manfully; you have liter- || 
ally founded this faith upon a rock; this faith is 


| founded upona rock, anc you have engraven the 
| sentiment there. 


The stone which you contrib- 
uted to the unfinished monuwent of Washington 
in this city, bore upon its Kentucky marble front 
these words: ** Kentucky was the first to enter 


she will be the last to leave it.’’ That sentiment 


her true to that great sentiment. [t swellsthe heart | 
to hear it. ‘There is nothing, as it seems to me, 
in all the hopes and all the triumphs that seces- | 
sion can promise itself, equal to the proud swell- | 
ing of the heart at these noble and patriotic sen- || 
timents. 1] 
Let Kentucky stand by that sentiment. Let 


ferred upon her so much honor, so much glory, | 
so much liberty, and so much happiness; and, 
abused as it has been, mal-administered as it has 
been, it is as yet the best Government on earth; 
the only Government on earth in which a man 
commands his own actions, can speak his own 


From San Francisco to Port- 
land, where is the man that is imprisoned and 


ury is empty, our money misspent, still, badly 
administered as it has been, and as much better | 
as it would be if properly administered, with all 
its faults of administration, it is the best Govern- 
ment the world reecrds. It is only here in the 
arms of this great and mighty Republic that lib- 
erty was ever presented to the world in all her | 
height and all her majesty. ‘The little Republics 


| to my mind, 


| greater good. 


| this great country. 





nities too small to excite the ambition or the cu- | 
pidity of greater and imperial powers. Liberty | 
there is too small to be looked at; but here she 
stood up in all her majesty and in all her might, 
and with her mighty arms reaching across the 
continent. 

Now, sir, will you allow such greatness as that 
to be lost? It isa mighty benefit to every citizen 
of the country that the name of that country goes 
before him like a host, and is a shield over him. | 
The very name containsa charm and a spell that || 
protects him in every region of the world. This || 
is one blessing this great country has conferred || 


day. 

When, for the want of timely compromises, we 
have fallen into this career of destruction, and that 
career is going on—and where it will end God 
only knows—lI say I hope we shall stand to the 
Union and try it, and try itagain. If one Con- || 
gress does not judgerightly, or willnotact rightly, 
another will. That is the principle of our Gov- 
ernment; and it requires of us, for all these great 
boons, patience and forbearance. Show you this 
patience and this forbearance, and let us wait; | 
and, if that is to be our sad destiny, when rebel- 
hon and revolution shall have passed over this | 
whole land, I want to see old Kentucky, even in 
that day of desolation, standing up, if left alone 
on the wasted field, brave and collected, with the 
flag of the Union in her hands, standing upon the 


| create a disposition to wait and forbear. 





great field like the last hero of a battle; and then, 
when the Union is no more, and she stands there 
the image of patriotism, of honor, and of heroism | 
and of fidelity to the Union to the last day of the | 
Union, it will be time enough for her to consider 
what next shall be done. 

My principle, and the doctrine I teach, is, take 
care of the Union; compromise it; do anything | 
for it; it is the palladium—so General Washing- 
ton called it—of your rights; take care of it, and 
it will take care of you. Yes, sir; let us take 
care of the Union, and it will certainly take care 
of us. That is the proposition which I teach. | 

Mr. President, I have occupied more of your | 
time than I had intended, and [ have occupied it | 
with certainly very desultory, and probably a 
very unprofitable course of remark. I believe, | 
sir, I shall be supposed to have expressed my- 
self kindly, frankly, and sincerely. {donot wish, 
and I do not know what would induce me, to do 
otherwise. 

I am about to part from all my brethren here. || 

. ' 
should be sorry to believe that I had uttered a || 





ehée 


single word that could leave cause of offense in 
the heart of any member of this body. IT have 
not so intended. I may err on this subject, Lam 
earnest; Lam sincere. | have spoken what in 
soberness and truth | believe; what to some ex- 


| tent, coming from the region where Udo, | may 
| say 1 know as to facts; and | endeavor to give 
| you warning, not threats. | have long ago learned 


not to threaten anybody; but [ may warn, and it 


| is the duty of brotherhood, it is the duty of my 
| place in the Senate, that | warn my brethren of 


any danger that 1 suppose is approaching our 
common country. I have endeavored to do no 
moves; and I tell you now, that, whatever security 
the apparent peace that surrounds us may induce 
us to suppose exists in the country, itis a delusion. 
To-morrow after to-morrow, and each to-morrow, 
brings with it new fears and new apprehensions 
tebellion, revolution, seem to be 
an epidemic in the land. I thought we could do 
something to stay it. [ might have been mis- 
taken even in that. You (addressing the Repub- 
lican Senators) have thought that these remedies 
would be ineflicacious or unnecessary; you have 
hesitated to apply them. It seemed to you a 
concession, Ido not ask it as a concession, ex- 
ceptas a concession which might bring you a 
Let us hear no more about “no 
compromises,’’ Itis a measure of policy. Ifyour 
good is not involved in it as well as mine, and 
much less if your harm is involved in it, t do not 
expect you toadopt it. Loffer it because I believe 
itis good for you, as well as for every portion of 
y. That is the: principle upon 
which | act asa Senator of the United States, act- 
ing for a common country, dear to me tn all its 
parts; its honor dear, its interests dear to me, and 
| find the best security for the rights of my own 
State in respecting the rights of every other State. 
These great movements in human affairs and in the 
course of nations will take place, sometimes final 
and disastrous, at other times they are temporary, 
and may be modified, and peace and harmony re- 
stored by a course of policy. Restoration is my 
great object. I have attempted that by the resolu- 
tions which I offered. It is too late for me to hope 
for their passage. Though I believe every word | 
have said, 1 am not vain enough to suppose that 
it can probably carry conviction or persuasion 
to the minds of gentlemen, I therefore calculate 


| upon nothing being done upon those resolutions. 


Ll wanta vote on them, and | hope that that vote, 


though it may not have the competent majority of 


two thirds to recommend them as anamendment to 
the Constitution, may, by even a bare majority, 
contribute something to quiet the country and 
i That l 
cannot now hope for; but I do hope that this reso- 
lution which has passed the House of Represent- 
atives for an amendment to the Constitution, 
though in my judgment not covering the case, and 
wholly inadequate as a general remedy, yet may 
have some good effect, like a solitary ray of sun- 
shine breaking through the clouds, which might 
show an opening in them. Itis one ray from 
the great central system, to warm our hopes and 
keep them alive for another and a better day. 
The amendments to it which are now pressed 
upon us seem to leave very little hope. The reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives cannot be 
very objectionable in itself to any Senator, unless 
it be to those who assume that they will not com- 
promise at all with the Constitution, to make even 
a single change in it. It may sometimes be that 
to make changes and amendments in the Consti- 
tution is the very way to preserve it. Ido not 
doubt the since:ity of those gentlemen who say 
‘*it is out of our reverence to the Constitution 
that we will not consent to amend it;”’ but | beg 
them to reconsider that determination. There 
may be conjunctures in publicaffairs; there may be 
an alteration in the condition and circumstances 
of nations, particularly nations which, spring- 
ing up from a handful and a comparatively small 
community, have grown into a great nation. 
There may be occasions for making changes to 
accommodate it to these altered conditions, pre- 
serving its principles, not violating them, making 
them in harmony with, and as a preservation of 
the whole instrument—a process of preservation. 

Now, I want to see, at least, this amendment 
made. May we not agree that all of the amend- 


ments which are now offered to it shall, at this 
last moment, in a spirit of amity and of concil- 
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jiation, be withdrawn, and that we now have a vote 
upon the resolution from the House of Represent- 
atives? It may not be worth much, but it will 
show the way to peace; it will show the way to 
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reconciliation; it will show that there is no stern, | 
unreasoning, and blind opposition to every sort | 


of acquiescence in amendments that are desired 
to the Constitution. It may not be of much effect 
for the present, or it may be. Consider the dimin- 
ished number of the slaveholding States; consider 
the increased and increasing numbers of the free 
States; consider it fuirly and candidly, and ask 
yourselves if your brethren are doing more than 


freemen ought to do, who are taught to be vigilant | 
of their rights, to employ, as bulwarks for them, | 





Carolina to disrupt this Government, at that time 
on account of the revenue system. It failed. The 
disunionists of 1832 were put down by General 


Jackson; and from that day to this there have | 


been secessionists per se, men who have been 
struggling continuously and persistently to prop- 
agate their doctrine wherever they could find fol- 
lowers; and I am sorry to say they seem to have 
impressed the public mind of the South, toa great 
extent, with their notions. 


In 1850, the effortto | 


|, break up the Government was renewed. It was | 


LOBE, 


| ment of 1832; it survived the exci 


i 
j 
| 


_ then settled by what were known as the compro- || 


in all countries and on all occasions, constitutional | 


securities. I hope, in that spirit, you will allow 
this resolution to pass. 


Gentlemen, I beg pardon for the time which I | 


have occupied. I thank you for the patient and 
respectful attention with which you have listened 
to my remarks. I ought to have said all that I 
have said in much shorter time and much fewer 
words. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, the long || 


public service of the Senator from Kentucky, his | 


acknowledged patriotism and devotion to the 
Union, give great importance to whatever he says; 


and in all he has said in favor of the Union and |; 


its preservation, and the maintenance of the Con- 
stitution, | most heartily concur. No man shall 
exceed me in devotion to the Constitution and the 
Union. 


ing the peace of the country is well calculated, in 


conseguence of the position he occupies, to mis- | 
lead and ee the public mind as to our true | 
oes he expect, or can he expect, that | 


position. 
compromises will be made and concessions yielded 


when he talks of the great party of this country, | 


constituting a majority of its people, as being 
wedded to a dogma set up above the Constitution; 


when he talks of us as usurping all the Territo- | 
ries, as ostracizing all the people of the South, | 
Is that the way | 
nstead of turning his | 


and denying them their rights? 
to obtain compromises ? 
denunciation upon those who violate the Consti- 


tution and trample the flag of the country in the | 


dust, he turns to usand talks to us of usurpations, 
of our dogmas; tells us that for a straw we are 
willing to dissolve the Union and involve the 
country in blood. Why are not these appeals 
made and these rebukes administered to the men 
who are involving the country in blood? If it is 
a straw for us to yield, is it anything more than 
a straw for them to demand? 
us to concede, is it any larger than a trifle which 
the South demands, and to obtain which itis will- 
ing to destroy this Union, which he has so beauti- 
fully and so or eulogized ? 
t 


Sir, I have heard this charge against the people 


of the North, of a desire to usurp the whole of the | 


common Territories, till | am tired of the accusa- 
tion. It has been made and refuted ten thousand 
times. Nota man inthe North denies to every 
citizen of the South the same right in a Territory 
that he claims for himself. And whoare the peo- 
ple of the South? Slaveholders? Not one white 
citizen in twenty of the population in the South 
ownsaslave. The nineteen twentieths of the non- 
slaveholding population of the South are forgot- 
ten, while the one twentieth is spoken of as ** the 
South.”’ The man who ownsa slave in the South 
has just as much right in the Territory as a man 
in the North who owns no slave. If the south- 


erner cannot take his negro slave to the Territory, 


neither can the northern man. 

Again, sir, the Senator talks of the rights of the 
States to the common Territories. The Territo- 
ries do not belong to the States; they are the prop- 
erty of the General Government; and the State of 
Kentucky has no more right in a Territory than 
has the city of Washington, or any county in the 
State of Maryland. As a State, Kentucky has 
no right in a Territory, nor has Illinois; but the 
Territories belong to the Federal Government, 
and are disposed of to the citizens of the United 
States, without regard to locality. 

But, sir, | propose to inquire what it is that has 
brought the country to its present condition; what 
it is that has occasioned this disruption, this rev- 
olution in a portion of the country, Many years 
ago an attempt was made in the State of South 


f itis a trifle for | 


| It was said that the slavery question was forever | 
Sut, while this is so, what the Senator | 
says of those of us who disagree with him as to | 
the mode of preserving the Union and maintain- | 








| the Government. 


mise measures of that year. The great men of 
that day—Clay, Webster, Cass, and others—took 
part in that settlement, and it was then supposed 
that the settlement would be permanent. The 


controversy of 1850 was not in regard to a tariff, | 


but in regard to the negro question; the ver 

question which General Jackson had prophesied, 
in the nullification times, would be the one upon 
which the next attempt would be made to destroy 
After along struggle, the com- 
promise measures of 1850 were passed. Quiet 
was given to the country; all partiesin all sections 
of the country acquiesced in the settlement then 
made. Resolutions were offered in this body de- 
nouncing any person who should attempt again 
to introduce the question of slavery into Con- 
gress. 
declared that they would never again speak upon 
the subject in the Congress of the United States. 


removed from the Halls of Congress, and we then 
supposed that the country would continue quiet 
on this exciting subject. But, sir, in 1854, not- 
withstanding the pledges which had been given 
in 1850, notwithstanding the quiet of the country, 
when no man was agitating the slavery question; 
when no petitions came either from States, coun- 


. * « . . . . | 
ties, cities, or towns, from villages or individ- 


uals, asking a disturbance of former compromises; 
when all was quiet, of a sudden a proposition was 
sprung in this Chamber to unsettle the very ques- 


tions which had been put to rest by the compro- | 


mises of 1850. A proposition was then intro- 
duced to repeal one of the compromises which had 
been recognized by the acts of 1850; for the Mis- 
souri compromise, which excluded slavery from 
Kansas and Nebraska, was, by reference, directly 
and in express terms, reaffirmed by the compro- 
mises of 1850. But, sir, in the beginning of 1854, 
that fatal proposition was introduced and embod- 
ied in the Kansas-Nebraska act, which declared 
that the eighth section of the act for the admission 


| of Missouri into the Union, which had passed in 


1820, and which excluded slavery from Kansas 
and Nebraska, should be repealed, it being de- 
clared to be ** the true intent and meaning of the 
act not to introduce slavery into any State or Ter- 
ritory, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave 
the people thereof perfectly free to form and regu- 
late their domestic institutions in their own way, 
subject only to the Constitution of the United 
States’’—a little stump speech,as Colonel Benton 
denominated it, introduced into the body of the 
bill, which has since become as familiar to all the 
children of the land, from its frequent repetition, 


| as Mother Goose’s stories. That wasthe fatal act 


_ promise followed the 


| which brought about the agitation of the slavery 


question; and on the ape of the Missouri com- 
isturbances in the settle- 


|| ment of Kansas. That act led to civil war in Kan- 








| 

} 

| 
| 


| 


| sas, to the burning of towns, to the invasion from 
| Missouri, to all the horrors and anarchy which 


reigned in thatill-fated Territory for several years, 
all of which is too fresh in the recollection of the 
American people to require repetition. And, sir, 
from that day to this, the doctrime which it is 
retended was enunciated in 1854 in the Kansas- 
ebraska act, of non-intervention, of popular sov- 
ereignty, or squatter sovereignty, for it is known 
under various names, has been preached all over 
the country, until in the election of 1860, it was 
repudiated and scouted, north and south, by a 
majority of the people in every State in the Union; 
and even at this session, it has been thrust in here 
upon almostevery occasion, as the grand panacea 
that was to give peace to the country; whereas it 
was the very thing which gave rise to all the dif- 
ficulties. The disunionists per se have seized hold 
of the disturbances growing out of the slaver 
question, all occasioned by this fatal step in 1854, 
to inflame the public mind of the South, and bring 
about the state of things which now exists. 


Speeches were made, in which Senators | 











| 
| 
| 


| and preserve the Government 
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But, sir, the Union survived the disunion moy 
re. 


< coarat , tement upon 
the slavery question in 1850; it survived the dis. 


turbances in Kansas in 1855 and 185 

upon the repeal of the Missouri rear ne par 
survived them all without an actua att la 
disruption, until we came down to 1860 and Ab = 
ham Lincoln was elected President; and a 
now, notwithstanding the dissatisfaction a. 
election in some portions of the country ind n 
the previous troubles, the laws to-day would h - 
had force in every part of the Union, and ~y 
sion would have been checked in its + ae 
had the Government done its duty a 
in complicity with the men who ha 
destroy it. 

The secession movement, then, dates back sey 
eral years. It received an impetus in 1850; another 
in 1854; and in 1860, by the connivance and the 
assistance of the Government itself, itacquired th 
strength which it now has. What has been the 
policy of the expiring Administration? Its Cabinet 
officers boasting of their complicity with the men 
who were plotting the destruction of the Govern- 
ment, a ear ak in the face of the world 
that they had used their official power, while 
members of the Cabinet, and sworn to Protect 

! 0 » to furnish the 
means for its destruction, openly acknowledeine 
before the world, that they had used the power 
which their positions gave them, to discredit the 
Government, and also to furnish arms and mu- 
nitions of war to the men who were conspiring 
together to assault its fortifications, and seize its 
property; openly boasting that they had taken 
care during their public service, to see that the 
arms of the Federal Government were placed in 
convenient positions for the use of those who de- 
signed to employ them for its destruction. More 
than this, members while serving in the other 
branch of Congress, go to the Executive of the 


very origin, 
nd not acted 
d resolved to 


| United States, and tell him, “Sir, we are taking 


steps in South Carolinato break up this Govern- 
ment; you have forts and fortifications there: 
they are but poorly manned; now, if you wil! 
leave them in the condition they are until the 
State of South Carolina gets fay to take pos- 
session, we will wait until that time before we 
seize them;’’ and the Executive of the nation 
asks the treasonable proposition to be put in writ- 
ing, and files itaway. Why, sir, is there another 
capital on the face of the globe, to which men 
could come from state or province, and inform 
the executive head that they were about to take 
steps to seize the public property belonging to the 
Government, and warn the Executive to leave it 
in its insecure and u Jefended state until they 
should be prepared to take possession, and they 
be permitted to depart? Is there another capital 
on the face of the globe where commissioners 
coming to the Executive under these circumstances 
would not have been arrested on the spot for 
treason? But your Government, if it did not di- 
rectly promise not to arm its forts, certainly took 
no steps to protect its public property; and this 
thing went on, until a gallant officer who was in 
command of less than a hundred men in the har- 
bor of Charleston, acting upon his own respons- 
ibility, thought proper to throw his little force 
into a fort where he could protect himself; and 
then it was that these insurgents, rebelling against 


|| the Government, demanded that he should be 


withdrawn, and the Executive then was forced to 
take position. Then his Cabinet officers who had 
been in conspiracy with the plotters of treason, 
then the Chief Magistrate himself was forced to 
take position. He must openly withdraw his 
forces, and surrender the public property he a 
sworn to protect, openly violate the oath he — 
taken to support the Constitution of the U oe 
States, and execute the laws, and take sides with 
traitors; or else he must leave Major Anderson 
where he was. Exposed to public view, brought 
to this dilemma, Iam glad to say that even then, 
at that late day, the President of the United States 
concluded to take sides for the Union; that ie 
then he came out, though rr was, on the 
art of the United States, and his Secretary z 
ar retired from his Cabinet, not in disgrace, - 
far as its executive head was concerned, for . 
arted pleasantly with the President of the U we 
cates, ut he retired because the President won 
not carry out the policy which he understoo ‘ 
have been agreed upon, whieh was to leave 
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ca sGcotions in a position that Carolina might take | dental? If it were a question of fact, to be tried | sitions on the south of Territories now free, and, ‘§ 
— -ver she thought proper. | before an intelligent jury in any part of Christen- || where, by the laws of the land, the footsteps of a 
.* _ se notwithatanding this, the Executive of Hl dom, does any one doubt that x Secretary of || slavery have never been, the moment we acquire 
—_— disregarding the advice of the Lieuten- || War and the Secretary of the Navy would both | jurisdiction over them, the moment the stars and = 
the ee hoanmamnnaaine armies of the Uni- |, be convicted of having purposely, and by design, || the stripes of the Republic float over those free - 
oe who had warned him months be- || removed the Army and the Navy out of reach, Territories, they carry with them African slavery, « 
we wt ae movements which were taking place | in order that the forts might be seized, and that || established beyond the power of Congress, and : 
eae the pubiic property at the South, still || the secession movement might progress? and how beyond the power of any Territorial Legislature, 3 
ae ae eee erty unprotected; and the insur- | has it been from that day to this? Irresolution |; or of the people, to keep it out; and we are told 4 
eee the States before even pass- || and indecision on the part of the Executive—one | that this is the Missouri compromise! We are ‘ 
Ge ordinances of secession, and continue to seize || day sending a vessel with troops to Charleston, || told that slavery now exists in New Mexico;and i 
g 


the public property ; to capture the troops of the 
United States; to take possession of its forts:, to 
fire inte its vessels; to take down its flag; until 











that will be the beginning of the maintenance of 
the Union. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I hope we may. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. hile the forts in the 
South were left thus unprotected, and to be seized 
by the first comers, where was your Army? | 
Scattered beyond reach, and sent to the frontiers, 
80as not to bemadeavailable when it was wanted. 
And where was your Navy? The Navy of the 
United States, when it was known that the seces- 
Sion Movement was on foot, was sent to distant 
Seas, until there was not at the command of the 
Secretary of the Navy a single vessel, except one 
“arrying two guns, that could enter Charleston 
harbor—a small vessel destined, I believe, to take 
Supplies to the African squadron, which carried 
‘wo guns. Does anybody suppose this was acci- 





and the next countermanding the order; and the 
Senator from Texas, with a taste which I cannot 


we now have, establishing slavery south of it, and 
prohibiting it north, and providing that, in the 
territory we may hereafter acquire, slavery shall 
be antabliahed south of that line, | suppose we 
shall hear no more about leaving the people * per- 
fectly free to regulate their own affairs in their 
own way !’’ The proposition known as the Crit- 
tenden compromise declares not only that ‘in the 
territory south of the said line of latitude, slavery 
of the African race is hereby recognized as exist- 
ing, and shall not be interfered with by Congress;”’ 
but it provides further, that, in the territory we 
shall hereafter acquire south of that line, slavery 
shall be recognized, and not interfered with by 
Congress; but ‘‘ shall be protected as property by 
all the departments of the territorial government 
during its continuance;’’so that, if we make acqui- 














I was sorry to find even my friend from Oregon 


|| [Mr. Baker] ready to vote for this proposition, 
admire, spoke in terms of derision of his coun- || 


which establishes slavery. Why, sir, suppose 











for any purpose to the Senator from Ohio. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It isa priv- 
ileged motion, if the Senator see proper to make 
it; but he does not. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam aware of the devo- 
tion to the Union of the Senator from Oregon; 
but I cannot agree with him in the sentiment he 
has expressed ia regard to this amendment of the 
Constitution. He seems to suppose, that by sub- 
mitting this proposition to the peopie, as he calls 
it, when it is really to the State Legislatures, he 
does not commit himself in its favor. Now, sir, 
what is the Constitution? It declares that— 

* Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 


deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Con- 
stitution.’’ 


When are they to propose them? ‘* Whenever 


they have at this time in their possession fortifi- try’s flag, when it returned in disgrace—‘* struck 1] slavery does exist in New Mexico: are - ~ 
cations Which have cost this Government more |) in the face,”’ I think, was his expression—from || putting a clause into your Constitution that the 4 
than $5,000,000, and which mount more than a || Charleston harbor. i admit it was disgraceful; people of New Mexico shall not drive it out? 4 
thousand guns. but I am sorry it should have afforded the Sena- \| Mr. BAKER. Mr. President p ; 
All this has been done without any effort on || tor from Texas, a member of the Senate of the | The PRESIDING OFFIC ER, Does the Sen- 3 
the part of the Government to protect the public || United States, as the eloquent Senator from Ken- || ator from Illinois yield the floor? Bt sia re 
property; and oe is a gecing so sou has || tucky — ~ ~ any pone that such a trans- | er LL. Undoubtedly, if the Sen- “ul 
ade the head it has 1y, Sir, let me aSK, Is it |} actlon shou lave occurred, or shes . ge ; 
—S United States ee a has possession of | This, then, briefly, is the reason that this se- | Mr. BAKER. I had hoped that my distin- : 
Fort Sumter? Can you tell me why is FortSum- || cession movement has acquired the strength it || guished friend would find foemen ee wor- ‘ 
ter in possession of the United States? Because || has. ft is because this Government has either | thy of his steel to leave me out of this little ¢ ebate; 
there are a hundred soldiers in it—for no other favored it, or refused to do anything to check it. || but as he mentions me, let me recall to his recol- 
reason. Why is Fert Moultrie in possession of | Notwithstanding the mistake of 1854, the coun- | lection that 1 stated very distinctly yesterday, or 3 
the insurgents? Because there were no men there || try would have survived it all, had we had a |; the day before, that I did nothing more than pro- 
to protect it; and it is now matter of history that, |, Government to take care of and preserve it. pose to submit to the people of the United States 
had the Executive done his duty, and placed a || Now, sir, what are the remedies that are pro- || a proposition for them and them alone to decide 
“hundred men in Fort Moulwie, a hundred in || posed for the present condition of things, and what | about; that I did it because, upon the subject of ts 
Castle Pinckney, and a hundred in Fort Sumter, || oes they been from the beginning? They have || Territories, it was not a proposition to establish, fe 
Charleston harbor to-day wuuld have been open, | been propositions of aomqremen and Senators || to protect, or to extend slavery; it was simply a 
and your revenues would have been collected || have spoken of peace, and of the horrors of civil || proposition to permit slavery to remain as it was 
there, as elsewhere throughout the United States. || war; and gentlemen who have contended for the |} and where it was; while the Territor ‘of New a 
Will it be said that Carolina would have at- | right of the people of the Territories to regulate || Mexico, the only Territory whose condition was 
tacked those forts, thus garrisoned? She does || their own affairs,and who have been horrified at || unsettled, was in process of forming a State ROY 
not attack a hundred men in Fort Sumter. Itis || the idea of a geographical line dividing free States || ernment, soon I think to be happily accomplished. 
a wonder that she has not. The little, feeble || from slave States, free territory from slave terri- || [ stated in the presence and hearing of the distin- 
garrison there is well calculated to invite attack; || tory, and who have proclaimed that the great || guished Senator that if, having submitted that f 
but this thing of secession, under the policy of || principle upon which the Revolution Was fought | prepenee to the people, as a citizen at the polls, 
the Administration, has been made a holiday affair || was that of the right of the peopleto govern them- || I was convinced that the border States would uot 
inthe South. This great Government, one of the || selves, and that it was a monstrous doctrine for || heartily accept it; or rather, if 1 were not convinced 
most powerful on the face of the globe, is failing |) Congress to interfere in any way with its own || that they would heartily accept it, and that it 
to pieces just from its own imbecility. | Territories, come forward here with propositions || would restore the old good feeling and the old 
Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President || to divide the country on a geographical line; and || good humor, I reserved to myself, in that delib- a 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brien.) || not only that, but to establish slavery south of | erate public expression in the Senate, the right to “ 
Does the Senator from Illinois yield the floor? _|| the line; and they call this the Missouri compro- || Vote against that proposition, as then entirely in- 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I have some further ob- || mise! The proposition known as the Crittenden || sufficient to accomplish the object that L intended. 
servations to make. I will yield fora single ques- || proposition is no more like the Missouri compro- | But, allow me another word. I did say, and 
tion; not for a speech. + || mise than is the Government of Turkey like that || Subject to oueyyheny vente and everybody’s 
Mr. WIGFALL. For a single question. 1 || of the United States. The Missouricompromise || reproach I will maintain, that when in my judg- 
do not wish to interrupt the Senator if it is not || wasa law declaring that in all the territory which | ment, and if inmy judgment, conceding so much, 
agreeable to him. I desire to ask a single ques- || we had acquired from Louisiana, north of a cer- | yielding so much, compromising so much, aban- Y 
tion. | tain line of latitude, slavery or involuntary servi- || doning so much, would restore to this great coun- 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to the || tude should neverexist. Butitsaid nothing about || try peace, to our Government union, and bring 
question. || the establishment of slavery south of that line. |! us back to where we were, | would do it now, 
Mr. WIGFALL. I understand the Senator to || It was a compromise made in order to admit Mis- || to-morrow, a thousand times, and forever, thoug! 
object to the course that the present out-going || souri into the Union asa slave State, in 1820. || the act would sink me into oblivion a thousand 
Administration has pursued in reference to the || That was the consideration for the exclusion of || fathoms deep. [Applause in the galleries. } 
forts. I know the Senator’s candor, directness slavery from all the country north of 36° 30’. Mr. PUGH. This has been done twice this 
of purpose, fairness, and boldness of statement; || Now, sir, I have ng objection to the restoration || evening. I think we had better clear the galleries. 
and I desire to know whether the succeeding Ad- || of the Missouri compromise as it stood in 1854, || Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 
ministration will pursue the same peace policy of || when the Kansas-Nebraska bill passed; and I Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senator will give way. ; 
leaving the forts in the possession of the seceding || have drawn up—and I intend to offer it at the || We have had enough demonstrations in the gal- 
States, or whether they will attempt to recapture | proper time as an amendment to some of these || leries, and I insist ; 
them? | propositions—a clause declaring that so much of Mr. TRUMBULL. I presume most of that 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator will find out || the fourteenth section of the act to organize the || noise was in order to hush others. ¥ 
my Opinions on this subject before I conclude. || Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, approved Mr. BAKER. Undoubtedly. ¥ 
The opinions of the incoming Administration, I || the 30th of May, 1854, as repeals the Missouri Mr. PUGH. I care not what it was made for. 
trust, he will learn to-morrow from the eastern || compromise, and contains the little stump speech, || We have had enough of it. The Senate was * 
front of the Capitol. shall be repealed, that we may hear no more of || brought into confusion last night; and 1 shall in- a 
Mr. WIGFALL. I trust we shall, sir. || it, I trust, forever. sist that, upon any attempt to repeat the applause : 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Ispeak formyself, without || Since its authors have repudiated it, and have || or insult the Senate, the galleries shall be cieared. “ 
knowing what may be said in the inaugural of to- || come forward with a proposition to establish not The PRESIDING OFFICER, Does the Sen- : 
morrow; but | apprehend that the Senator will || the Missouri compromise, but to establish a geo- || ator submit that motion? 
learn to-morrow that we have a Government; and } graphical line running through the territory which Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not yield the floor 
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two thirds deem it necessary.”’ And can anySen- || Not at all. You yourselves disturbed it, and tion, and I am willing to meet her in the enies .. 
ator, upon his oath to support the Constitution, || brought these difficulties upon theccuntry. Why Spirit in 


submit a proposition to amend it, that he does 
not believe to be necessary? Sir, | consider that 
I have decided that question that the amendment 
is necessary, when | vote to submit it to the 
States. | have to act upon that as a Senator, ana 
decide it to be necessary, before 1 can, i the dis- 
charge of my public duties, vote to refer it to the 
States for their ratification. 


And now, sir, the effect of the proposition of || 


the peace congress is not, as the Senator from Ore- 
mg supposes, to leave New Mexico as it was left 
by the compromise measures of 1850; and here 1 
will reply to aremark of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. He asks, why may we not leave New 
Mexico as it was left by the compromise meas- 
ures of 1850? Sir, 1 am willing to leave it as it 
then was. | am willing, and have offered in the 
Senate, to restore the old Missouri compromise, 
the only effect of which would be to exclude sla- 
very from Nebraska. Thatisallit would amount 
to, because Nebraska is all of the Territory which 
we now have lying north of 36° 30’, and which 
was acquired by the Louisiana purchase, and to 
which alone the Missouri compromise applied. 
Mr. BAKER. Allow mea moment to explain. 
The Senator kindiy gives way for me to explain. 
1 will say nothing but explain to him a single 
yroposition, f submit to his candor, now, that 
i is mistaken in the reading of the Constitution: 
* Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 


deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Con 
stitution.”? 


It is not a provision that, whenever Congress 
shall deem the amendments proper to be passed, 
they shall propose them, but they shall propose 
them whenever they deem it necessary to propose 
them. 1 said to the Senator that | deemed it ne- 
cessary to propose them, because I think the prop- 
osition will tend to peace; but | told him, and 1 
repeat it now, that, if I see that it fails, that it 
will not produce peace, | am not bound to vote for | 
it then, because | do vote to propose it now; and | 
I submit to his candor and his good legal read- 
ing, that the Constituuon does but say that, when 
Congress shall deem it necessary to propose 
amendments, they shall propose them, and not 
when they deem the amendments necessary ; that 
they leave to the people. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is rather too hyper- 
critical forme. ldo notsuppose the Constitution 
means that Congress shall propose amendments 
when it dees not deem the amendments of any 
importance. 1 do not suppose that this clause 
means that Congress when it deems it necessary 
shall propose unnecessary amendments. Ltis very 
clear, to my mind, that Congress must suppose 
the amendments of importance and necessary 
when they propose them, and every person passes 
upon them when he votes for them. This prop- 
osition, | was about to say, is not like the com- 
promise measures of 1850, which left New Mex- 
icoasitwas, Atthattime slavery was prohibited 
by the Mexican laws which were in force when 
we acquired the country, and Congress, in 1850, 
did not think proper to provide that those Mex- 
ican laws should never be changed, but they left 
the people of the Territory to legislate upon the 
subject. Now what does the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky propose? The Territorial Legislature of | 
New Mexico having, as he says, enacted a law 
establishing slavery, he proposes now to come in 
and make it like the law of the Medes and Per- 
sians, unalterable, and to take away from the 
people of the Territory the right to — that law 
if they think proper. If the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would follow in the footsteps of his illus- 
trious predecessor, he would withdraw his amend- 
ment which forbids the people of that Territory 
from excluding slavery if they think proper to do 
so, and which makes it incumbent upon them to 
protect siave property so long as the territorial 
condition continues, whether they want it or not. 

Now, sir, why cannot we have peace, I ask, 
upon the compromise measures of 1850? Why 
disturb them? They were enacted by great men. 
They gave peace to the country. hy is it ne- 
cessury now to overturn them? Restore the old 
Missouri compromise as it stood; let us go back 
to the settlement made in 1850, and there let us 
stand. What more would Senators have? The 
South were satisfied with that setdement. Have 
we disturbed it? Are we proposing to disturb it? 





country did in 1850; 


Mr. President, | have very little to say in re- | 


gard to the House resolution to amend the Con- 


sutution. As was very truly remarked by the 
Senator from Olio, [Mr. Puen, | the other morn- 
ing, that there is no man of any party who con- 
tends that Congress has authority to interfere with 
slavery in the States. We ali agree that this 


| Federal Government is one of deiegated, not of 
inherent, powers; that it can exercise such au- 


thority, and such authority only, as the people 
of the States which created it have conferred upon 
it; and they have not given it any authority to 
interfere with the domestic institutions of any 
State. I have always insisted that the people of 
the northern States were in no manner responsible 
for slavery in the southern States; and why? Be- 
cause they had no power in regard to it. The 
men who made the Government conferred upon 
it certain powers; but not the power to interfere 


with the domestic institutions of any State; and 
| we, in the State of Illinois, have no more to de 





/ever be made a slave by my vote. 


| very by my act—never, sir. 
| with it where I have no authority by the Consti- 


| propose to discuss the House resolution. 


with slavery in Kentucky, than we have with 
slavery in Turkey. We are not responsible for 


(it. We have no power, under the Government 
| under which we live, to interfere with it. 


Each 
State has a right to manage its own domestic 
affairs. 

But, sir, unlike the Senator from Oregon, I will 


_never agree to put into the Constitution of the 
country a clause establishing or making perpetual 


slavery anywhere. No, sir; no human being shall 
No foot of 
Gou’s soil shall ever be dedicated to African sla- 
I will not interfere 


tution to interfere; but I never will consent, the 
people of my State never will consent, the peopte 
of the great Northwest, numbering more in white 
population than all your southern States together, 
never will consent by their act to establish Afri- 
can slavery anywhere. Why, sir, the seven free 
States of the Northwest, at the late presidential 
election, cast three hundred thousand more votes 
than all the fifteen southern States together. Sen- 
ators talk about the North and the South, and 
speak of having two Presidents, a northern Pres- 
down and a southern President, as if we had no 
such country as the Northwest, more populous 
with freemen than all the South. The people of 
the South and the people of the East both will, b 

and by, learn, if they have not already cami 
that we have a country, and a great and growing 
country, in the Northwest; a free country—made 
free, too, by the actof Virginia herself. Ido not 
I have 
said on any and all proper occasions, and am will- 
ing to say at any time, to our brethren of the 
South, we have no disposition, and never had 
any, and have no power, if we had the disposi- 


tion, to interfere with your domestic institutions. 


I think, then, sir, that none of these compro- 
mises will amount to anything; but still 1 am 
willing to do this, and I think if there is any dif- 
ficulty it may be settled in this way: three of the 
States of this Union, the State of Kentucky, the 
State of New Jersey, and the State of Illinois, 
have called upon Congress to call a convention 
of all the States for the purpose of proposing 
amendments to the Constitution. I do not think 
the Constitution needs amendment. In my judg- 
ment, the Constitution as it is, is worthy to be 
lived up to and wei ee I doubt if we shall 
better it; but out of deference to those States, one 
of which is my own State, I am willing to vote 
for the resolution which has been introduced into 
this body recommending to the various States to 
take into consideration this proposition of calling 
a convention, in order to make such amendments 
as may be deemed necessary by the States them- 
selves to this instrument. So far, I am willing 
to go. Would it not have been better for the 
seceding States to have done that?) Why did 
they not propose, instead of attempting hastily to 
break up the Government and seizing its public 
property, to call a convention in the constitutional 
form, of the various States, and if the Federal 
Constitution needed amendment, amend it in that 
way. No such proposition came from them; but 
Kentucky has made the proposition for a conven- 





| | which itis made,and am ready, 
may we not go back to that former policy, and || 


restore peace in 1861, as the great men of the | 


| in vain efforts to amend it. 


is for one, arg 
be giad if we could all unitedly pass on 


tion suggesting to the States io call a conventin 
: On 

to make any and all amendments to the Constity. 

tion which theexigencies of the times may rec... 


. require 
| The Senator from Texas wants to know he 
We are going to preserve the Union; how rz 


are going to stop the States from seced 
our southern friends sometimes ask 
them something to stand upon in theS 
best political foundation ever laid by 
upon which to plant your foot is theC 
Take the old Constitution as your fatl 
and go to ce sey gs on that; rally them around 
it, and not suffer it to be kicked about rolled , 
the dust, spit upon, and their efforts to be sented 
: Why, sir, has that 
old instrument ceased to be of any value? These 
| gentlemen who are talking about amending jt, an) 
| talking about guarantees as a condition sa vemein 

in the Union, claim to be par excellence the Union 
men. Why, sir, I conceive I am a much heuer 
Union man than they. Tam for the Union under 
the Constitution as it is, and I ayn willing to jive 
and die by it asit is. I am willing, however, 
that a convention should be called out of defer. 
ence to those who may wish to alter it; but | am 
not one of those who declare that unless this 


ing? And 
us to five 
outh. The 
mortal man 
Onstitution. 
ders made it, 


given, I will unite to destroy the Union, and 
to observe the Constitution as it is, 

Sir, the southern States have been armine. 
The Senator from Virginia (Mr. Mason) told us 
the other day, that his State had appropriated 

$1,500,000 to arm its citizens. For what? To 
arm its citizens to fight against this Government: 
and then tell us tict. to a man, they will fight 
against this Government, if it undertakes to en- 


cease 


force its laws, which they call coercion, the coer- 
cion of a State! Why, sir, a Government that 
has not the power of coercing obedience to its 
laws is no Governmentatall. The very idea of a 
law without a sanction is an absurdity. A Govy- 
ernment is not worth having that has not power 
| to enforce its laws. If the Senator from Texas 
| wants to know my opinion, I tell him yes, lam 
for enforcing the laws. Do you mean by that 
| you are going to march an army to coerce a State? 
No, sir; and I do not mean the people of this 
country to be misled by this confusion of terms 
| about coercing a State. The Constitution of the 
| United States operates upon individuals; the laws 
| operate upon individuals; and wherever individ- 
| uals make themselves amenable to the laws, | 
| would punish them according to the laws. We 
| may not always be able to do this. Why, sir, 
| we have a criminal code, and laws punishing 
larceny and murder and arson and robbery and 
| all these crimes; and yet murder is committed, 
| larcenies and robberies are committed, and the 
culprits are notalways punished and brought to 
| justice. We may not be able, in all instances, to 
| punish those who conspire against the Govern- 
ment. So far as it can be done, | am for exe- 
| cuting the laws; and I am for coercion. 1 am 
| for settling, in the first place, the question whether 
| we have a Government before making compro- 
| mises which leave us as powerless as before. 
Sir, if my friend from Kentucky would employ 
some of that eloquence of his which he uses 1 
appealing to Republicans, and talking about com- 
promise—in defense of the Constitution as it 's, 
| and in favor of maintaining the laws and the Gov- 
| ernment—we should see a very different state 0! 
things in the country. If, instead of coming for 
ward with compromises, instead of asking guar 
antees, he had put the fault where it belongs; |! 
he called upon the Government to do its duty; !!. 
instead of blaming the North for not maxirs aod 
cessions where there is nothing to concede, a 
not making compromises where there was oe 
| ing to compromise about, he had appealed to ( . 
South, which was in rebellion against the Gor 
ernment, and painted before them, as only he 
could do it, the hideousness of the crimes (ey 
were committing, and called upon them to —_ 
to their allegiance, and upon the Government, ; 
enforce its authority, we would have a very © 
ferent state of things in this country to-day fron 
what now exists. ‘ — 
This, in my judgment, is the way to pre* fal 
the Union; and | do not expect civil war (0 
low from it. You have only to put the Govern 
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provision is made, and waless this guarantee js. 
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ment in a position to make itself respected, and 
i: will command respect. As I said before, five 
hundred troops in Charleston would unquestion- 
ably have kept that port open; and if you will 
arm the Government with suffictent authority to 
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| continuing in the Union, the real true Union men, 


maintain its laws and give us an honest Execu- || 


rive, L think you will find the spread of secession 
soon checked; it will no longer bea holiday affair. 
But while we submit to the disgrace which is | 
heaped upon us by those seceding States, while 
the President of the United Siates says, ** you 
have no right to secede; but if you want to, you 
may, we cannot help it,’? you may expect seses- 
sion to spread. 

Why, sir, the resolutions of the Legislature of | 
the State of New York, which were passed early | 
in the session, tendering to the Federal Govern- | 
ment all the resources of the State in money and | 
men to maintain the Government, had a most 
salutary effect when it was heard here. | saw the 
effect of it at once. It was the first blow at seces- | 
sion. Let the people of the North understand 
that their services are required to maintain this 
Union, and let them make known to the people 
of the South, to the Governmentand to the coun- | 
try, that the Union shall be maintained; and the | 
objectis accomplished. Then you will find Union 
men in the South. But while this secession fever 
was spreading, and the Union men of the South 
had no support from their Government, it is no | 
wonder that State after State undertook to with- | 
draw from a Confederacy which manifested no 
disposition to maintain itself, 

My remedy for existing difficulties is, to clothe 
the Government with sufficient power to maintain | 
itself; and when that is done, and you have an 
Executive with the disposition to maintain the | 
authority of the Government, | do not believe that | 
a gun need be fired to stop the further spread of | 
of secession. I believe, sir, after the new Ad- 
ministration goes into operation, and the people | 
of the South see, by its acts, that it is resolved to | 
maintain its authority, and, at the same time, to 
make no encroachments whatever upon the rights 
of the people of the South, the desire to secede | 

| 
| 


will subside. When the people of the southern | 
States, on the Sth of March, this year, and on the | 
Sih of March, 1862, shall find that, after a year | 
has transpired under a Republican Administra- 
tion, they are just as safe in all their rights, just | 
as little interfered with, in regard to their domes- | 
tic Institutions, as under any former Administra- | 
tion, they will have no disposition to inaugurate | 
civil war and commence an attack upon the Fed- 
eral Government. 
Why, sir, some Senators talk about the Fed- 
eral Government making war. Who proposes it? | 
The southern people affect to abhor civil war, | 
when they, elon. have commenced it. In- 
habitants of the six seceding States have begun 
the war. Whatis war? Is firing into your ves- | 
sels war? Is investing your forts war? Is seiz- 
ing your arsenals war? Is capturing your troops | 
war? ‘They have done it all, and more; and then 
have the effrontery to say to the United States, 
** Do not defend yourselves; do not protect your 
Government; let it fall to pieces; let us do as we 
please, or else you will have war.”? The high- 
wayman meets you on the street, demands your 
pee. and tells you to deliver it up, or you will 
lave a fight. You can always escape a fight by 
submission. Ifin the right—and which is far bet- 
ter than to submit to degradation—you can often 
escape collision by being prepared to meet it. The | 
moment the highwayman discovers your prepa- | 
ration and ability to meet him, he fleesaway. Let | 
the Government be prepared, and we shall have | 
no collision, | 


| cannot think the people of this country inthe | 





| sion is there for breaking it up? 


in many instances, took sides with tiem, and thus 
became, in fact, only conditional Unionists. Lam 
happy to say that they are getting over it, not 
only in Missouri, but they are already cured of 
it in Tennessee; and I trust in all the other States 
save those which, in their hurry, and with incon- 
siderate zeal, have already taken measures, as far 
as they could, to dissolve their connection with 
the Government. Sir, 1 cannot think it possible 
that this great Government is to go out without 
astruggle—a Government which has been blessed 
so highly, and prospered so greatly. What occa- 
Are we not the 
happiest people in the world? 

ersonal liberty and religious freedom? Whatis 
it that the people of these southern States would 
have? Does anybody propose to interfere with 
their domestic institutions? Nobody. Does any- 


| body deny their equal rights in the ‘Territories? 


loyal States would causelessly inaugurate civil || 


war by attacking the Government; and I regard 
ail the States as loyal, which have not undertaken | 
to secede. I regard Kentucky and Tennessee | 
and Missouri as loyal States, just as much so as | 
llimois, Why, sir, I live right upon the borders 
of Missouri, and I know that the people across | 
the river were, last fall, just as good Union men | 
as they were in Illinois. They never thought of | 
Secession until the thing was started in South 
Carolina, and until some persons here in Congress | 
began to talk about guarantees, instead of coming 
out tor the Constitution and the Union as they 

are. When Senators began to introduce propo- 

siuons demanding guarantees as a condition of | 


Nobody. Why, sir, look at our condition. We 
are one of the great nations of the world. At the 
peace of 1783, we had, I think, something like 
three million population; we have now more than 
thirty million. At that time we had thirteen 
States; now we have thirty-four States; and our 
‘Territories have spread out until they extend 
across the continent. The boundaries of the Re- 
public embrace to-day a greater extent of country 


than was contained within the Roman a 
ve cm- | 
pire of Alexander when he was said to have con- || 


the days of its greatest extent, or within t 


quered the world. 
Sir, | cannot believe that this mad and insane 
attempt to break up such a Government is to suc- 


| ceed. If my voice could reach them, I would call 


upon my southern brethren to pause, to reflect, 
to cameleon if this Republican party has yet done 
them any wrong. Whatcomplaints have they to 
make against us? We have never wielded the 
power of the Government—not for a day. Have 
you of the South suffered any wrong at the hands 
of the Federal Government? If you have, you 
inflicted it yourselves. We have not done it. Is 
it the apprehension that you are going to suffer 
wrong atour hands? Wetell you that we intend 
no such thing. Will you, then, break up such 
a Government as this, on the apprehension that 
we are all hypocrites and deceivers, and do not 
mean what we say? Wait, | beseech you, until 
the Government is put into operation under this 
new Administration; wait until you hear the in- 
auguiral from the Presidentelect; and, I doubt not, 
it will breathe as well a spirit of conciliation and 
kindness towards the South as towards the North. 
While I trust it will disclose a resolute purpose 
to maintain the Government, I doubt not it will 
also declare, in unequivocal terms, that no en- 


croachments shall be made upon the constitutional | 


rights of any State while he who delivers it re- 
mains in power. 

Mr. BAKER. Myr. President, I deem it in some 
sense unfortunate that the distinguished Senator 
from Illinois who has just taken his seat should 
have thought it necessary to refer, in a speech so 
elaborate, and, in most respects, so excellent, to 
the few remarks | deemed it proper to make when 
I declared, two or three nights ago, that it was 
my purpose to vote to submit the proposition of 
the peace convention to the people of the United 
States. Having done so, however, it appears to 
me to render it not only proper, but necessary, 


that | should say a few words in explanation of | 


the course which I proposed then, and propose 


now, to pursue, tn order—although | am as well | 


aware as any other gentleman that my course can 
be comparatively of little consequence, except 
from the place where I make it—that nobody may 
misapprehend the reasons which govern me, pre- 
ferring to give them myself, rather than let any- 
body else do that for me. 

I may say, in the first place, that notwithstand- 
ing the classification which I think my friend in- 
considerately attempts, | am about as good a 
Republican as anybody. I need not remind my 
honorable friend that, more than ten years ago, 
being then a Representative from the State which 
he now represents with so much distinction on 
this floor, it was my fortune to vote alone of all 
the delegation, against the whole of what were 
then called the compromise measures of the Con- 
gress of 1850. I rejoice that not so much what | 
said, as what I did then, enlightened his conscience 


Do we not enjoy | 
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joice, too, that he has followed in that course so 
I think, therefore, if my 
Republicanism dated no further back than that, it 
is sufficient to guard me against any imputation 
because | may happen to disyzree with other gen- 
tlemen as to the propriety of submitting some- 
thing to the people under the peculiar circuni- 
stances which now surround us. 

My honorable friend has chosen to say that the 
Constitution is good enough; that it needs no 
amendment. He cannot expect me to be alarmed 
by that declaration, wien he, in conjunction with 


another not less distinguished Senator, proposed 
/ to submit to the people, himself, propositions to 


amend it. If Il remember right, being one of the 


| minority of the committee to whom these peace 





convention propositions were referred, he and 
another Senator, as that minority, submitted to 
the Senate a joint resolution, inviting the Legis- 
latures of all the States to take the subject of a 
convention into consideration, for the purpose of 
amending the Constitution of the United States. 
Ido not think, then, as a distinct proposition, 
that it is true that the Senator should rebuke me, 
or ought to rebuke me, for having the same will- 
ingness to do in one way what he is quite willing 
to do in the other, There is this difference be- 
tween us: while, by the resolution which I have 
proposed to vote for, and the resolution which is 
now, technically at least, under consideration, we 
propose to limit the subjects upon which the peo- 
ple shall determine, his resolution proposes to 
open the subject of amendment in its whole length 
and breadth. 

Again, sir: this matter of amending the Con- 
stitution of the United States is no new matter- 
How often has it been amended, and how well! 
The distinguished Senator from New York, not 
now in his seat, has declared, in one of those phil- 
osophical essays which are higher than any mere 
speech, that it is only wonderful that it does not 
need amendmentoftener. lam not to be deterred, 
therefore, from endeavoring to improve it, by 
what I suppose to be mere idle declamation as to 
its perfection. [apprehend that in the great prin- 
ciples it embodies it is perfect; but, as in 1793 
and 1803, and on other occasions, it has been 
amended, as, with increase of population, with 
extension of the area of territory, new productions, 
new interests, new questions arising, internal and 
external, new exigencies may arise, I trust it 
may be submitted, in the guarded way which the 
Constitution itself proposes, to the people of the 
United States to amend it, if they will, without 
disrespect to them, or to the instrument itself. 

Again, sir: the whole argument of my distin- 
guished friend from Illinois proceeds from what, 
it appears to me, is a most strange delusion—that 
we must continue to shut our eyes to the actual 
condition in which we are pleted I have heard 
that argument from the beginning of the session 
to the end of it. When we first came here we 
were met with threais of disunion. What was 
said? Oh, they will not go out; they will not se- 
cede; it is all talk; they are endeavoring to bluff 
us; they cannot doit; the people will not let them. 
But they did do it; they have done it, and there 
is another confederacy; notof right but of might. 
That is one fact. There is another. The ven- 
erable Senator from Kentucky, and the distin- 
guished Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] 
gentlemen who are Union to the very core of 
their minds, warn us, beseech us, lapioes us to 
consider the true condition of things in their re- 
spective States; and our enemies sneer while they 
threaten; and while they threaten they prepare, 
they muster, they array themselves, they arm. 
To use language more expressive, but not more 
classical, they rob, they steal, they plunder the 
property of the United States in States professing 
as yet to acknowledge allegiance. That is the 
state of things; wrong in my judgment, foolish, 
criminal; worse than a crime—a biunder. Still, 
sir, the factexists; the stern, stubborn, relentless 
fact is there; and we must meet it. Virginia as- 
sembles in convention; other States are about to 
do so; and you hear to-day, on the last day of 
our session, murmurs, deep, portentous, thrilling, 
threatening, from the very centers of those States 
which my distinguished friends claim as Union- 
loving. 1 doubt, I fear, I exceedingly tremble 
for the result in Virginia, and even in Kentucky. 
Now, | do not think any reasonable man can say 


and his understanding upon that point; and I re- |; that that is exactly the act of a loyal State; and 
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if | repeat it, I shali not permit my distinguished | 


friend from Illinois to classify me, even by im- 


plication, with those who encourage, approve, or | 


will allow it. 

Why, Mr. President, in the earlier days of the 
session, | seized what was rather a remarkable | 
occasion to say that, in my judgment, secession 
had no warrant in the Constitution; that it was | 
disorganizing and destructive. I said so then, | 
and | believe it now; and, sir, if I may add my 
sentiments to my conviction, I may say yet fur- 
ther, if that time shall come when, in the judg- 
ment of the whole country, under the auspices of | 
a vew Administration, in the presence of the 
world, it shall be necessary for the peace of the 
Union, and for the preservation of the great prin- 
ciples of free government, to put down secession 


by force, I shall not be found behind those who || 


profess themselves willing to lead the advance 
now. 
the secession of seven States, that I do want, in 

my heart and soul, to avoid the secession of fifteen. | 

Mr. WADE. There are not seven yet. 

Mr. BAKER. Yes, sir; Texas is going, going, 
going, gone; gone even while I speak. ‘Talking 
of war, it would not be a very hard thing to whip 
the six or seven cotton States or Gulf States, if 
Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Maryland, 
and Tennessee, these great military States, were 
irue. If they have not got ports to blockade, nor 
forts to take, though | believe they have stolen 
some of ours, we could find other ways of bring- 
ing on a collision, and whipping them if neces- 
sary; but with the border States to help us, we 
might stay at home and have it done. But if 
there are fifteen States to whip, what hero will 
undertake it? Sir, we can do it; not that we are 
any braver than they; but that we are more nu- 
merous and richer. But when we have done it, 
what then? Will youcompel them to an unwill- | 
ing embrace? We talk about maintaining the 
Government. What is the Government, if more 
than a third of those whom you attempt to govern 
defy it? Howean youdoit? You may compel 
your wife to live in the same house, but you can- | 
not compel her to love you, and we do not very 
often; and that shows the meaning of what is 
often said, this is a Government of public opin- 
ion. We must have a loyal, cordial affection of | 
sentiment and opinion of a majority, a clear ma- | 
jority, of the people of this Union with us, or we 
cannot maintain it. 

My honorable friend and many gentlemen on | 
this side of the Chamber say, we have done noth- 
ing to alienate that opinion. I think so too. I 
agree to that; I believe it. It seems to me that in 
my heart | know that | love the people of the 
South, and so do my constituents. We would do | 
them no harm, and we would willingly dothema 
great deal of good. ‘The Government has been 
built up under joint auspices. We have marched 
in a common career of glory. ‘Together we have 
inscribed new names upon the broad banner of 
the Republic; names of glory and renown; and 
we have a thousand recollections and a thousand 
hopes to bind us together. ‘That is not the ques- 
tion. They do not all believe that. I am not sure 
that half of them believe it. None of the cotton 
States do. It is yet to be tested how strong that | 
belief is in what we call the border States. 

Now, sir, l am going to do my poor devoir to- | 
night to make them believe it more strongly. I 
am going to try to convince them; and in doing | 
that, | know that I hurt nobody. Why, we Re- 
ee were in the habit of saying from the 
veginning—I meant it, | believed it—that we had 
no power, nay, more, that we had no desire, to 
interfere with slavery anywhere within the bor- | 
ders of their States. Why not say so openly? | 
Why notagree with the other House? Why not | 
— so—not grudgingly, unwillingly, fearfully? 

hy notcome up like men, and say, in our hearts 


and consciences, we do believe this, men and | 
brethren; we are willing to avow it here? That, | 
it seems to me, is the point of difference between | 
my distinguished friend and myself. 

Sir, the evil is distrust. The Tistin uished Sen- 
ator who occupies the chair to-night [Mr. anes 
distrusts us. He avowsitevery day. My frien 
from Ohio [Mr. Wane] says they will do so after 
we have voted for this resolution. Sir, if they 
do, that is their fault, and notours. That is my 
reply. Gentlemen who make this kind of speeches | 
seem to suppose that people every where are quite | 





perfect; that there can be no misapprehension, no 


mistake, no bad passions to intrude into the ques- 
tion for our determination. I believe that the 
South is very much mistaken; and I think we 
have given them no good reason. They magnify 
what littl we may have given; but there is a state 
of fearful distrust among our southern brethren. 
Let me ask you, sir, when we adjourn, and the 
question is, what have we done? and the reply is, 
nothing, literally nothing: what then? Will dis- 
trust be lessened? Will the Union feeling be 
stronger? Will you have the kindly feeling of 
the border States as much as you have it to-night? 
Will you sustain our Union friends? Is there a 
man in all Virginia who loves you, who will not 
feel his heart sinking within him when he knows 


| of our adjournment without one word of concilia- 


But, sir, | am so fearful of the effect of || 


tion, compromise, or kindness spoken? That is 
the question. Has the speech of my honorable 
friend from Illinois determined that question ? 
Now, sir, talking of coercion: Ll repeat, you can- 
not coerce fifteen States; you may coerce seven, 
and if I were a coercionist in that sense of the 


term, I would like to get all the help I could. It 
| would not hurt to have Tennessee, if we had to 
| march an army down there, turning out ten, 
| twenty, or thirty thousand riflemen to doit. It 


| blood shall be shed and war shall occur, I want | 





would not hurt to have Virginia and Kentucky to 
aid us; and if, (which God forbid!) either from 


difficulty there yet, I believe—or anywhere else, 


not only to be right, but I want the whole re- 
maining Union with us as it is to-night, in senti- 
ment, in conviction, in heart, in feeling, and in 
action; and when the Senator from Kentucky 
comes to me, and when the Senator from Tennes- 
see comes tone, and says: sir, pass this resolution; 
strengthen us; bold up our hands; give us confi- 
dence; place arguments in our lips; persuade the 
South that you do not hate them; that you do 
love them; that you desire really to conciliate 
them and to remove hatred; [ answer, what harm, 
and why not? I will do it. Then, if coercion 
is necessary, I will coerce. An old Whig, follow- 
ing in the lead of Mr. Clay, reverencing his 
words, I would coerce them. Iam willing ina 
proper case to try the strength of this Govern- 
ment; but I know that the strength of this Gov- 


| ernment is the Union of as many of its people as 


is possible. 
to effect it. 

Let me ask you again, sir, what will be the 
feeling at Montgomery when they are told that 
we have adjourned? They will ask, what have 
they done? Have they consulted the border 


No word of mine shall be wanting 


| States? Havethey pleased Kentucky? Have they | 


strengthened Tennessee? Have they reunited Vir- 


| ginia with them? Will North Carolina keep with 


the North? These are pregnant questions; and, sir, 
how much of exultation will there be among all 
the secession leaders when they are told we would 
not utter one word; that we would not conde- 


scend to notice the difficulty; that we would not | 
pretend that we ever heard there was secession | 
| South; and that we adjourned sullenly, coldly, 
disregarding not only all the confederation of the | 


South, but all the discontent inthe North? AsI 
said the other day, I beg leave to repeat; it isa 
por fearful thing to contemplate civil war at any 
age; but you cannot make war with two thirds of 
your people against one third. 

That brings me to consider another question 
fora moment. We have got a large Republican 
party, gentlemen of the North—very large. In 
the State soon to be honored by the representation 
of a distinguished friend who sits before me, from 
Indiana, (Mr. Lane,) they have a majority of 
over fifteen thousand votes. That is about one in 
fifteen, is it not? Now, a change of five, six, 
seven percent.—five men ina hundred, perhaps— 
will change Indiana; moderate, conservative, rea- 
sonable men, who love peace, who do not fear 
compromise, and who really do believe that it is 
better to coax our southern brethren than to 
threaten them orto whip them. In New York, 
they have six hundred thousand votes; and with 
a divided Democratic opposition, we had a ma- 
jority of fifty or sixty thousand—one in twelve. 
A very little would change that. We know—we 
cannot shut our eyes to the fact—that a very large 
— of the minority in all these States, first, 

ave strong political bias; next, they do consci- 
entiously believe that the best way to bring these 
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people back is not to make wa 
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mere force of a party majority, 
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r warupon them. Wy) 
they vote you money? Will they turn out a 
Our 


men? Can you rely on them to carry, by ¢} 
e g3~) if 

want to do? samt what you 
Sir, we shall not be wise if we do not think ar 
these things. Whatthen? Let us go pidaates 
people and say, there is the olive branch; then 
is peace; there is concession; there ae 
mise, reasonable, dignified, fair, just; they hay 
refused it; they are not satisfied; they go th 
they confederate; they are treasonable: the ee, 
rebellious; now the peace of the world rent to 
that we should try strength with them to re 
tain the Union. Sir, we can do that: “ae, 
every hill top, every valley, every plain, every 


is compro. 


| river side, will pour forth its thousands and tor, 
18 


| I know that will be the case in the State 





of thousands of men to stand by the Un 
God and his ange!s will march to di 


, ton; ay d 
‘fend the right 
that | 


represent; and I believe it will be the case jn thi 


State of every gentleman near me. 

Mr. President, talking a little more of coercion 
I do not care how you make the distinction be. 
tween the individual and the State. I donot ears 
whether [ am going, if I make war, to coerce tly 


| State of South Carolina or all the people in South 


, dress to-morrow. 





Carolina. Itis at last a distinction without a dif. 


_ ference. I am very sure there is no right of seces. 
the difficulty about Fort Sumter—there will be a || 


sion; but I am a sure there is the fact of 
secession. They have seceded; they have over. 
turned our authority; they have taken our prop- 
erty; they have seized our forts; they have dragerd 
that old, time-honored, starry banner in the dus, 

they are confederate States; they havea president; 

they hav a constitution; and, whether richt o 

wrong, they have an ardent, determined popula- 
tion to support them. Since the day when Wash- 
ington was inaugurated, never did a President of 
the United States pronounce his introductory ad- 
dress surrounded with more difficulties, calling for 
more wisdom, demanding more the spirit of just 
conciliation and manly compromise, than wil) 
Abraham Lincoln when he pronounces that ad- 
1 would back him; I would 
encourage him; I would hold up his hands; | 
would remind him that he waselected by the votes 
of the whole people; | would cal! wpon him to act 
for the whole people; I would do it with my vote 
to-night. I shall not approach him to-morrow. 
The time is too far gone by. I do not profess to 
be in his confidence; but, as his constitutional 
adviser, among our last acts, I would record my 
word, my pledge, my vote. I will say to the peo- 
ple of the whole Union, I do not believe that the 
Constitution does allow me to interfere with sle- 
very where it now exists; but you of the South 
all appear to believe that if we get the power w: 

shall alter the Constitution; or, without altering 
the Constitution, we shall carry out our views 
within your borders. 

We give you pledges; we record our will; we 
declare our vote; we publish it to the world; we 
set up an eternal monument of peace; we build 
an altar around which we may worship, where 
we may offer a sacrifice which God himself might 
approve. ** Oh!” says somebody, “ but you con- 
cede; you compromise.’? What if we do? lem 
willing to concede. To whom? Iam willing to 
compromise. With whom? I said in the early 
part of this session, and I say again, I will not 
compromise with treason; I will not bow to 
South Carolina. I will not change one word; | 
will not revoke one expression. We are right; 


they are rebels; they are traitors, not only to the 


Government, but to the peace of the world; and 
with them I desire no fellowship, until they Te 
turn and repent; and for them I have no word of 
compromise or concession. But to Virginia, as 
yet, to Kentucky, as yet, to Tennessee, as 7 
not so. Sir, I regret the emotion which disturbs 
them. I regret the distrust which agitates them. 
I know enough of their peculiar institution 1 
reeive how natural it is that it should be _ 
hile I see it, regret it; but yet, to-night, | a 
it in my heart to go among them, and as man ne 
man, nay, more, as brother to brother, to ae 
there, I pray thee, be peace between thee an = 
you doubt me; there is my pledge; I may refer y' 
toallmy ; on 
mine in all the past has injured you; but if you! 
me, there is my solemn, sworn, constitutions 
vote; now let the old good feeling, and the nd 
good humor be restored.”” ‘*Ah!”? says som 


stacts; no word, no thought, no act of 
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hody, “but you concede.” Well, I do. * You 
sompromise.’ Ido. But whatis it? I give up 
t the Union-loving men of the South something 
to strengthen them against the men that hate the 


Union. I do that, and no more. 


‘| it. 


Now. Mr. President, who suffers? To con- 


io in the face of the world to the might or the 


pride or the imperial tyranny of foreign domina- | 


‘ion, is one thing; but to concede to brethren who 
desire to remain affectionate and loyal, though 
they be mistaken and disturbed, is quite another, 
If, instead of representing a little State like Ore- 
von, in the far West, I were the — represent- 
ative of the great State of Massachusetts, it would 


THE CONGRE 


| same people and say: * ‘True, I believed it, but 


I would not say it; true, I believe it now; but 
when good and brave and loyal Union men of the 


| South came to me and said: * You will save the 


country by saying it,’ I satsilently by, and would 





| not speak ?’? So my friend from Iibinois will do. | 


&\| my heart with joy, upon such an occasion, to || 
cay, ** Let bygones be bygones;”’ or, if not, ** Let | 


ys remember only those days of trial and of dan- 
eer, when, shoulder to shoulder, in the ranks of 
clory, we fought against a common enemy, and 
won acommon renown.’’ I coneede to whom, 
and for what? Mr. President, we talk of our- 
seives as the Union party. It is very easy to be 
for the Union when it costs us nothing. It costs 
no man anything to say that the Union isa great 
institution, to sing peans In its praise, to shout 
hallelujahs to its glory. This is easily done; but 
when we have got to give up something of pride 
of opinion, if you like, of past conviction for the 
Union. * there’s the rub.’’ And it is to that feel- 
ing of pride, that love of opinion which we all 


possess, that my distinguished friend from Hli- | 


nois {Mr. TrumBut] appeals when he says, ** Do 
not compromise. You have said it; stick to it.’’ 


Why, now, about the Chicago platform, I said | 


it; but I said it, now and then, with a little reser- 
vation. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Before the election ? 
Mr. BAKER. Yes, before the election. 


friend is always correct. For imstance: when | 


My | 


was called upon to read that chapter in the ew 


form—if that is the correct expression—w 
declares that Congress has not the power to estab- 
lish slavery im the Territories, although I hate 


Lich | 


slavery, and abhor it, and expect to fight against | 


it till die, I cannot for my life see, if Congress 
had the constitutional power to prohibit, why it 
had not the same constitutional right to establish; 
and therefore I read that in a very faint tone of 
voice, and got off the subject as soon as | could. 
{Laughter.] But again: | said the other day, and 
| repeat, that platforms are made for men, and 
not men for platforms. The platform of 1840, of 
1844, or 1848, was not the platform of 1860; they 
would not suit. They had answered their pur- 
poses; they had combined men for certain great 
results; they had attained them; but they must, 
from the very necessity of the case, be subject to 
all the modifications of time, of circumstance, and 
of events. No man is wise who does not perceive 
that. Burke, the greatest of all English, and per- 


haps the greatest of living or dead statesmen, said || 


he did not know which was the greatest fool, the 
man who changed too often, or the man who 
never changed. ‘The Chicago platform was made 
at a time when we Republicans did not believe 


that there could be any man rash enough or mad | 


enough to break up this Union. They have done 
it. The Chicago platform was made at a time 
when we Republicans did not believe that Vir- 
ginia, or Kentucky, or Tennessee, ever could be 


in danger; but they are in danger; and now, in | 
the presence of peace and war, when, according 


to the ancient idea, that sometimes might be seen 


on the right shoulder and upon the left the good || 
angel and the bad angel determining a man’s life, | 


we, standing on one side the good angel of peace, 
on the other side the bad angel of war, to determ- 
ine between them, are not to hesitate about the 
construction of any one article of the Chicago 
platform. For myself, | venerate consistency ; it 
‘san old jewel that I hope always to see sparkle 
in the crown of a good man; butif there be a 
question between mere political party consistency 
and what I believe to be necessary for the welfare 
of the Union, for me, at least, consistency may 
kick the beam. 

But, Mr. President, we are to remark that the 
question now before us is not one of violation of 
any platform. On the contrary, it is to affirm it. 
More than a hundred times, in the gorges of the 
Sierra Nevada, and on the banks of the Willa- 
mette, have I said that I did not believe the Re- 
publicans anywhere desired to interfere with the 


existence of slavery in the slave States. I believed || and by very endless and dull repetitions, at the | 


| 
i 
| 


He says the Constitution is good enough for him. | 
Who proposes to change it; or, if 


Let it be so. 
we do change it,in what? To make that certain 
in the minds of all men which we ourselves al- 
ways have believed. 

But, sir, my distinguished friend says that on 
a former occasion, | declared my willingness to 
maintain slavery in the Territory of New Mexico. 
Well, now, with a qualification, I did, and I think 
in that Lam subject to just the attack he makes 


| upon me; that | have in that respect changed my 


opinions. That is true. I will dare that; if need 
be, I will suffer for that. I have done it, and I 
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How shall I feel if I go back among those | same time itis a mighty argument to say ‘* We 


| of the South cannot go where you of the North 


| may.”’ 


] know there is a logical answer for that, 
and as I think a reasonable answer; bat after all 
itis a kind of argument that appeals to the pre- 
judices, if not the reason of men; and now when 
you talk that, not to the people of the North, but to 
the people of the South, feeling their inferiority 
in point of numbers and power, it is not very re- 


| markable that they should be disturbed. Whether 


stand here to avow it; and why, and in what? | 


The why is, because I believe there is to-night 
danger that all the fifteen southern States will be 
gone. 1 fear that. My venerable friend, (Mr. 


CritTEypvEN,} distinguished, honored beyond | 


most men, makes me, with his earnest manly elo- 
quence, believeit. There are tearsin hiseyes when 
he says it; and I believe him. In the beginning 
of this session, my distinguished friend from Ten- 


nessee, [Mr. Jonnson,] said that, Union manas he | 


was, the time mightcome, if we disregarded all their 
appeals, when he would make no compromise, 


would make no concession, when Tennessee her- | 


self might be driven finally to consider and tu decide 
againstus. They alarm me, and Iam not coward 
enough to be afraid to expressthat alarm. ‘They 
do alarm me. Sir, I blush with conscious shame 
for my country, when across the broad Auantic 


I hear the echo of a speech from a queen upon || 


her throne, deploring these intestine commotions 
which threaten to rend us asunder and make us 


| a divided people, if not, at last, to blot us out from 


| the list of the great family of nations. 


1 would 
avoid it if I could, and I mean to try to-night. 
That is the why. And, Mr. President, I do not 
think there is any cowardice in that. ‘To fear dis- 
union is not unmanly; to endeavor to avoid it is 


| notunworthy. Nomancan tell the consequences of 


disunion. lt is not merely civil war; but if that 


civil war arises out of the attempt to coerce them | 


in, who knows, when war is begun, where it is to 
end? who can tell upon what great stricken field 


of battle the liberties of one confederacy may be | 
confirmed and the other lost? Itisan old saying, 
| that when once one drop of hostile blood is shed, 


no man knows what rivers may be added to that 


| one drop. God alone can tell; and therefore, just 





| and meant to do them none. 


because I do love the Union, because above all 
earthly dread and danger I do fear its dissolution, 
because | do see in the history of nations, that 
when disintegration between States takes place 
no man can tell when, where, how, if ever, they 


are to be reunited,~-just because I have read and | 
pondered on these things and do fear them, I do | 


most of all desire to preserve this Union. 
is the why. 

And now the measure. I would be happy, 
véry happy, if I could go among the people of 
Virginia and Kentucky and quiet their fears. I 
think, if accompanying in my poor way my friend 


That 


from ‘Tennessee and my friend from Kentucky, I | 


were to be allowed to tell the story of the hopes 
and wishes and feelingsand opinions of the North, 
calmly, quietly, and dispassionately to audiences 
who would listen tothem as the Athenians listened 
to Pericles in the suburb of the Areopagus, I 
do not know, but hope I might do something to 


convince Virginia that we meant them no harm, | 


I cannot do that; 


and if their voice is not heard, how vain would | 


be mine? I mustdo the next thing, and that is, I 
must speak here; buthow? Notby high sound- 
ing eulogies to the Union; not by mere deciara- 
tion of love for the whole country, and, when I 
am asked to act, refuse. 


Territories. [ canseewhy. Ofall the things that 
trouble us on the stump, that perpetual appeal 
to our own péople * give the South their rights,”? 
or,as my distinguished colleague from Oregon 
says on every occasion ‘give them the equality 
of the States,’’ is the most potent. Though it 
is sometimes expressed in a very homely way, 


Well, now, they ask | 
me to act, and particularly on the subject of the | 


| of the contest, how has it ended? 


| healthfully kept, and a littl more. 


itis remarkable or not, they are disturbed; and 
you, sir, [Mr. Mason in the chair,} with all your 
power and eloquence, have been helping to dis- 
tu:> them on this subject, feeling it no doubt your- 
self, for twenty years; and you have accomplished 
it. They are disturbed. 

Well, now, what of the Territories? After all 
the fuss that has been made since the beginning 
Where sla- 
very can go profitably, it has gone. We of the 
North have gielded, given up, backed out, com- 
promised, fooled about, until they have got it. 
Since the beginning of the formation of the Con- 
stitution, they have got Alabama, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, Florida, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Missouri. They have got New 
Mexico; and it ends, as | understand it, by get- 
ting all the soil for slavery where slavery can be 
Now, on the 
other hand, we have got all the soil for freedom 
that climate and production ean assure freedom 
to; and in spite of all our Wilmot provisoes, or 
with our Wilmot provisoes, it has settled itself 
down to that line of production and non-produc- 
tion. The point in question is New Mexico. Our 
friends say, upon all sides, there is not a Repub- 
lican here who believes that New Mexico will be 
a slave State. My friend from Michigan does 
not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. BAKER. 


I hope not. 
He hopes not and believes not, 


| and I believe not; but it 1s said it is a slave Ter- 


_ritory. How? Ithas twenty siavesin it. As the 
| distinguished Senetor from New York [Mr. Sew- 


ARD] said, with more graphic portraiture than I 
can attempt, with a hundred thousand miles of 
territory, it has but twenty slaves, and that by all 
the encouragement of statute law and against the 
law of soil, climate, and production. ‘here are 


| many good, loyal men, who say to night, ** Settle 
| that terrrtorial question; let slavery be there; do 


‘not rout, forcibly, those twenty slaves; give the 


people there a chance to make a State; let it be- 


| come so by time and circumstance and event; 
| bargain with us only that little; just do that; let 
| slavery alone there until the people make a State 








| there; 


’ that is the end of the whole matter; and 


there is loyalty; there is peace; there is fraternal 
feeling; there is Union forever and ever. Some- 
body at my elbow—that mischievous devil that 
always prompts you upon the weak side of your 
own opinion—somebody at my elbow says: 
‘*Why, that is conceding; that is compromising; 
what do you say to the Chicago platform?’’? Well, 
{ admit it is compromising; itis conceding. 1 do 


| concede that twenty slaves may remain in New 


Mexico, one, two, tnrve, or four years to come; 
and I do that because I know, as well as I can 
read any event that has not yet happened, that in 
doing so | assure New Mexico to freedom forever 
and forever. 

Mr. President, I said New Mexico. Why do 
I stop there? I assure all the continent. There 
is not a man on thisside that believes in his heart 
there will ever be another foot of slave territory. 
How, where, when, and why? Talking about 
Republicanism, I am gray-headed enough to claim 
to be one of the fathers of it, if indeed it has many. 
What is its meaning? The true idea of Republic- 
anism at last,isbutthis: that we desire to prevent 
the extension of slavery; we think it has room and 
verge enough. ‘The means, the measure, is quite 
another affair; it is not acontest of one day or of 
one year; itis a question of time; its area isa con- 
tinent; nay, more, the world. I ama Republican 
not merely because I desire to prevent the exten- 
sion of African slavery in the United States, but 
on the continent and in the world; nay, more, sir, 
because I desire to preventthe extension of any sla- 
very anywhere, white or black, in America or in 
Russia. Therefore, wherever I see rational con- 
stitutional liberty advanced with grand procession 
and with stately march, I rejoice; lam exceeding 
glad. When 5 teehall the other day that Great 
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Britain had roeeee the Jews, I rejoiced, 
though of another faith; when | heard that the 


Emperor of Russia, upon his throne, had issued | 


his edict to free his serfs, | rejoiced; and so feel- 
ing for degraded classes everywhere, | desire, I 
will, l wish, I join my hope and my prayer with 
all good men everywhere, for the elevation of 
masses of men. But, sir, a citizen of a free Gov- 
ernment, of a Confederation of States, of a united 
Government under a constitutional Union, | feel 
that my desire for the elevation of masses of men, 
of whatever creed, or race, or color, or kind, is to 
be limited by other conditions of government and 
race. 1am of the white race, and I love their in- 
terests and their honor best. I live in a Govern- 
ment, a Union, a constitutional Union. I believe 
that Union to be the safest, surest guarantee of 
freedom, and I abide by it and all its compro- 
mises. Nay, more, sir; if, to preserve it, it be ne- 
cessary to make other compromises within rea- 
son, within honor, within dignity, upon right and 
truth, | will do it. I feel in my heart to-night that 
to preserve the Union by whatever of compromise 
an honorable man may ask or an honorable man 


agree to,is to do the best service to masses of men, | 


to liberty, to constitutional government every- 
where in the world. 

Now, sir, | believe I have said all that I de- 
sired to say upon this subject. I recapitulate but 
fora moment. If I am asked at home or else- 
where if | have in an ae changed my opin- 
ion, | will say, yes. | do believe now it is neces- 
sary to preserve the Union by yielding, conceding, 
compromising, a little more than I believed a year 
ago. I would have done it to preserve the Union 
then, and I will do it to preserve the Union now. 
Again: I desire it to be remembered that when I 
compromise, | compromise nothing to treason. I 
yield to President Davis, sitting upon a throne 
which he has assumed, nothing; to the rebellion 
of South Carolina, nothing; and to her floating 
oatteries, if it were possible, less than nothing. 
But to the States yet loyal, yet fraternal, with all 
the loving blood of the Union still gushing through 
their veins, | will yield much, if it be required; 
and I rejoice to-night that, in the judgment of good 
and wise men, so little will do. 

Now, Mr. President, as this Congress is about 
to adjourn, | say in fear, in a just, I trust not 
otherwise thana magnanimous fear, that if no step 
is taken, and nothing is done, the man does not 
live to-night who can with any safety predict the 
consequences before we meet again. If those peo- 
ple in South Carelina, mad, rebellious, furious, 
proud, attack Fort Sumter, and are defeated, who 
can tell the consequences? Shall we reinforce it? 
Shall we abandon it? If we do, who can tell the 
shame? There are grave events upon either hand. 
But if, instead of that blow which the gentleman 
from Texas spoke of so exultingly, yet, in my 
opinion, with such bad taste; if, instead of that 
blow staggering, it had felled us, who then could 
have told the consequences: If blood is shed to- 
morrow or next eae who can predict or determ- 
ine the end? God alone, who sees the end from 
the beginning, can judge and determine that. It 
is for that reason that 1 do fear; and if to-night 
my word, my invocation for peace, my desire for 
conciliation, will add anything to the judgment of 
the Senate, I shall sitdown not only content, but 
proud and happy. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I have lis- 
tened to the patriotic speech of the Senator from 
Oregon with a great deal of pleasure. It is in 
such contrast with the mere political speeches 
which we had been compelled on this Sabbath day 
to listen to, that I was rejoiced that a change had 
taken place in the debate. I shall not allow my- 
self to be provoked into a reply to that portion of 
the speech of my colleague which consisted in 
an assault upon my conduct in connection with 
the Magees-Mabeuthen bill. Itis an old story. | 
replied to that speech six years ago, when he first 
made it. [Laughter.] I have replied to it several 
times since, when he has delivered it here and on 
the stump, but I am under no obligation to reply 
to it every time he repeats it, and especially on 
the Sabbath day. [Laughter.} 

In regard to the other portion of his speech, it 
related toa family matter connected with the other 
side of the Chamber, with which I have no dis- 
position to interfere. I have no interest in the 
conflict that is supposed to be going on with a 
view te driving men out and driving men into cab- 








| 
| 


| inets; and therefore 1 shail not engage in the de- 


| came to the Senate. 





| 


| a speech. 
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bate. 1 was in hopes that controversy would not | 
have been brought into the Senate; and especially | 
i was in hopes that my colleague had confidence | 
enough in the President elect to believe that he || 


would mark out his own policy without being told || announcement given by the Senator fy 


to-night, before delivering his inaugural, what he 
should say. 
us to understand either that he was delivering it, 
or going to hint what it would be. The rumors | 
that float about to-night, in regard to unsettiing 
the Cabinet, may make it appropriate that this 
night,which had been designed for business should 
be devoted to that purpose. 

But | rise now to ask chat we may stop all polit- 





the House of Representatives. Let the amend- 
ments be withdrawn, and a vote taken on it as it 
Then let us take up the re- 
port of the peace conference, and have a vote for 
itor against it, without debate; and then take up 
the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, and 
have a vote for or against it,withoutdebate. Then 
let us take up the resolution reported from the 


sone a 6 of the select committee in regard to a 
| nationa 


convention, and vote for or against it. | 
know there are Senators who wish to vote on each 
of these questions. Let us have a vote upon each 
of them. Let every Senator vote his sentiments, 
but not consume the whole night, weary out the 
session by this by-play of amendments, that wiil 
prevent a test vote upon any one of the questions. 
I rise, therefore, to appeal to the Senate to let us 
have a vote. The speeches that are being made 
are not upon the merits of the propositions that 
are before us; and really, when we adjourned yes- 
terday to meet on the Sabbath day, I had no 
scruples about it, if it was for the purpose of act- 
ing upon measures affecting the peace of the coun- 
try and the perpetuity of the Union; but I would 
not have consented to an adjournment to meet to- 
day, merely to hear political harangues that have 
been delivered so often upon the stump, and better 
become the stump than the Senate Chamber; and 


| I do hope, therefore, we shall have a vote. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Ido not purpose to make 
My purpose is to ask permission to 
modify the language of the amendment which I 
introduced, so as to make it shorter than it was, 
before. Iam perfectly willing to come to a vote 
on it directly. I ask semen to make a modifica- 


tion of my own amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
in thechair.) The Senator has that right. There 
has been no vote on his amendment, and he can 


| modify it. The amendment, as modified, will be 


read. 

The Secretary read it: 

Insert, as an additional article, the following : 

Under this Constitution, as originally adopted, and as it 
now exists, no State has power to withdraw from the juris 
diction of the United States ; but this Constitution, and all 
laws passed in pursuance of its delegated powers, are the 
supreme law of the land, anything contained in any con- 
stitution, ordinance, or act of any State, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatis offered, 
as the Chair understands, as an amendment to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Puen. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir; and upon that 
I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to say that I shall 
vote against the amendment without reference to 
its merits, for the reason that any amendment will 
defeat the proposition. 

Mr. BAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. PUGH. Is the question upon the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Wisconsin? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. So far as the latter branch of that 
amendment is concerned, it 1s already in the Con- 
stitution; and thisaddition, if it were putin, would 
be of no possible service. As to the first part, I 
am sorry to say that, rightfully or wena: 
some of the States have withdrawn; and I think 
we had better devise ways and means to get them 
back, than to be simply adjudicating on the right- 
fulness or wrongfulness of their proceedings. 
am not going to speak to the question at large; 
for l recollect that when I did ask the indulgence 
of the Senate on this subject—when I rose to 
speak—there were thirty-three States in the Union; 





It was evidently the purpose to give | 
' 
| 


ical debate and have a vote on those measures that 
are before us; and first, the joint resolution from 
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om Llinois, 
the incom. 
€ responsi. 


{|Mr. Trumsvutt,} as to the policy of 
ing Administration, for one, | put th 
bility on them. I shall vote against this 

. >". amend. 
ment, because I conceive that it is for no u 
except to embarrass the friends of emeae mpeee 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 do not desire to tak 
a moment of the time of the Senate. | am w line 
to come directly to a vote on the Proposition, | 
will only say, however, this: that in ail the 
propermons. the thing sought is a Union of the 

tates; and before we vote for any of these pro, 
ositions, I wish to have it distinctly undermeet 
that in voting for them, we vote for a NS . 
the States. Unless we are to have a Union «a 
is the use of talking about compromising ar 
the benefits of a Union? I shall not go ieee 
speech. If the compromise measures Proposed 
by the honorable Senator from Uhio are < 
adopted; if concessions upon both sides are to |s 
made; if the Breckinridge platform is to be putinte 
the Constitution of the country, to operate in tor. 
ritory below 369 31)’, and the Chicago platform put 
in to operate north of 36° 30’, and we agree to tha: 
for the purpose of saving the Union, let us know 
that we are going to have a Union when it is done. 
That is the object of the amendment which | now 
propose. 

Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question? I will ask him whether hy» 
will vote for my proposition if his amendment js 
added to it? I think that will test the object. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As to the originai reso. 
lution, to which yours is offered as an amend. 
ment, if my amendment were added, I incline w 
think that I should vote for it. 

Mr. PUGH. If added to the amendment? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If added to the origina! 
resolution to which your amendment is offered, 

Mr. PUGH The Senator does not answer 
my question. If added to the Crittenden propo- 
sition, would he vote for that? If not, we can 
see the object. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If my amendment fails 
upon this, and the Crittenden proposition fails, | 
shall offer it as an amendment to the original res- 
olution from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HALE. I simply rise not to make a speech, 
but to second the appeal made by the Senator 
from Illinois [Mr. Dougtas] that we have a vow 
I want it soon, because he has appealed to tie 
piety of the Senate against breaking the Sabbath 
day, and in twenty minutes that appeal will los: 
its force, and the spirit of gab will go unchecked. 
{Laughter. } . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin to the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I beg to say that, in the 
peers which Texas has probably assumed, | 

ad not intended to vote on any of these questions 
in relation to compromise or amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States; but as this is 
a question in relation to the right of a State to 
withdraw from the Union, I shall vote against the 
amendment. a 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I merely wis) 
to say that, in voting on these amendments, | do 
not intend tocommit myself for or against any 0! 
them; but I shall vote against all amendments, 
for reasons thatit is unnecessary to consume lie 
in explaining. ‘ 

Mr. SUMNER. On these questions, unt! 
twelve o’clock to-night, I have paired with the 
Senator from Missouri, not now in his seat, [Mr. 
Pork.] If I voted, I should vote ‘ yea;” but,2s 
I have paired, | must decline to vote. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Without any reference 
whatever to the merits of the amendment, I vow 
against it; because I want to come to a simp 
vote on the main question. i. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 18, nays 28; as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Colla 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, —- 
lan, King, Morrill, Simmons, ‘Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinso", 
and Wilson—18. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, Bigier, "UTS 
Bright, Cameron, Ciingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Wn. 
Foster, Gwin, Hempiuli, Hunter, Jobnson of Tennesse®, 
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Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Pow- 


el], Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Ten Eyck, and Wigtali—2s. 

So the amendment to: the amendment was re- 
jected. ; ets 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
now on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, 

Mr. BINGHAM. loffera substitute, to strike 
out all after the word * resolved,”’ and insert 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask whether there is not 
already a substitute to the resolution pending; and 
is one substitute for another in order? — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amend- 
ment to the amendment proposes to strike it all 
out. When it is read, the Chair will determine 
the question. ' 

TheSecretary read the amendment; tostrike out 
all after the word ‘resolved,’ and insert: 

That the provisions of the Constitution are ample for the 
preservation of the Union, and the protection of all the ma- 
terial interests of the country ; that it needs to be obeyed 
rather than amended; and that an extrication trom our 
present dangers is to be looked for in strenuous efforts to 
preserve the peace, protect the publie property. and entorce 
the laws, rather than in new guarantees for particular in- 
terests, compromises for particular difficulties, ur conces- 
sions to unreasonable demands. 

Resolved, ‘Thatall attempts to dissolve the present Union, 
or overthrow or abandon the present Constitution, with the 
hope or expectation of constructing a new one, are dan- 

erous, illusory,and destructive ; that in the opinion of the 
Ecnate of the United States no such reconstruction is prac- 
ticable ; and, therefore, to the maintenance of the existing 
Union and Constitution should be directed all the energies 
of all the departments of the Government, and the eflorts 
of all good citizens. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Michigan will 
not be in order until the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Ohio shall have been voted upon, 
both having the same object in view—a substitu- 
tion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then,I move to strike out 
the firstresolution of the substitute of the Senator 
from Ohio, and insert this. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary will read whatis proposed to be stricken out. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the first sec- 
tion of Mr. Pucn’s amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I presume every one knows 
what the Crittenden proposition is. Nobody 
wants it read. 





Mr. BINGHAM. I do not care about its being | 


> 
read. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will now inquire whether 
it is in order to amend a proposed amendment to 
the Constitution, by adding matter that does not 
propose to amend it at all? The Senator is offer- 
ing now a resolution that it is not necessary to do 
what the very proposition itself is doing, and 
making that a part of the constitutional amend- 
ment itself, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
would prefer not to rule the amendment out of 
order, but allow the Senate to take a vote on the 
proposition. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is entirely incongruous. 

Mr. KING. That is a question for the Senate. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I withdraw the amendment. 

_The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then, the ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio. 

Mr. WILSON. Have the yeas and nays been 
ordered ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They have 
been ordered. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire to say, before casting 
my vote, that itis well known that I prefer the 
propositions of the Senator from Kentucky. I 
should prefer vastly to see them adopted by the 
Senate and by the House of Representatives; but 
itis obvious that the adoption of those proposi- 
tions, as amendments to the House resolution, 
would simply defeat that resolution. That reso- 
lution, as an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, is by no means satisfactory. It 
is far from what the exigencies of the times re- 
quire. It, in truth, amounts to nothing but a 
mere declaration; a declaration which, coming 
from the other side, I agree may be of some tem- 
porary value to the country—the declaration that 
the Constitution shall not be changed, so as to 
allow Congress to interfere with the local institu- 
tions of the States. That is all there is in it; for 
the article itself remains liable to change under 
the same rule as any other portion of the Consti- 
tution. But, sir, as we can get nothing else at 
this late hour, I am willing to take even that dec- 
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laration from the Senators on the other side, if 





they will give it in good faith. I therefore vote 


| tended even to give this declaration. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Lappreciate the motives 
of the honorabie Senator from Pennsylvania; but 


| against this amendment, and shall vote against all | 


others in order that we may see whether it is in- | 


| 


} 


} 
\ 
i 
| 
' 
| 


I differ with him as to the comparative result to | 


be effected by this resolution. The proposition 


from the House of Representatives, if adopted 


by the Senate, would tend to nothing practical. | 


My friend virtually admits that. 
amounts to very little. 


At least it 
The only advantage he 


| sees in it is, that it may tend to pacificate the | 

country. Now, I maintain that the adoption of | 
| a substantial proposition like that of my friend | 
from Ohio, by the requisite constitutional majority || 


of the Senate, even though it were never touched 
by the House of Representatives, would do far 
more to pacificate the country than the adoption 
of this resolution, which I would call a mere nul- 
lity, which the country neither desires nor expects. 
I will venture to affirm that there is not an intel- 
ligent man in the United States that believes it 
| will be of any practical advantage to have this 


proposition adopted; butif a two-thirds majority | 


| of the Senate will come up and vote in the prop- 
osition of my friend before me, [Mr. Puacu,] | 
think it might have a wholesome effect upon the 
country, and therefore 1 shall give my vote for it; 
| 
| 
1 


and, indeed, it is not too late for the House of }) 


Representatives, if the requisite majority there be 

favorable to it, on Monday, to adopt it; but even 

if it is never touched there, we shall make an im- 
ortant step in the right direction by passing it 
ere. 

Mr. BIGLER. It is proper I should remark 
that, in what | said heretofore about voting on 
thisamendment, | had all the while in view a vote 
on the propositions of the Senator from Kentuck 
as a separate and distinct proposition. What 
have desired from the beginning is, that the vote 
on these three propositions should be distinct—a 
vote on the report of the peace conference; a vote 
on the proposition of the Ieeetasienen Kentucky; 
and a vote on the resolutions sent here by the 

| House of Representatives. I agree with the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina thatthe adoption of the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, by a 
two-thirds vote in this body will do more to pacify 
the country than the adoption of the resolutions 
from the House of Representatives, as amend- 
ments, to be submitted to the States for ratification; 
and I shall vote cheerfully for his resolutions when 
they come up, and I hope they may receive that 
sanction; for it will be an assurance—a significant 
assurance—to the country that there is a disposi- 
tion to understand its real condition, and to ap- 
preciate the circumstances which surround us. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must be permitted to ex- 

| press my entire dissent from the construction put 
upon this proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution by the Senator from Pennsylvania. It 
declares that no future amendment shall ever au- 
thorize Congress to interfere; it thus makes it 
unalterable. If this amendment be adopted, it 
will not be in the power of any number of States, 
short of a unanimous vote, ever to interfere with 
the question of slavery in the States. I will not 
| argue it, bat agp er that opinion. 

| Mr.MASON. r. President, the amendment 


petition the question of affecting slavery in the 
States by the act of the Federal Government, and 
the question of affecting slavery in the Territories. 
Now, if I recollect aright, (but I confess that I 
am not very familiar with the platforms, having 
very little respect for them,) there was a provis- 
ion in the famous Chicago platform protesting, 
on the part of the Republican party, that they had 
no purpose to interfere with slavery in the States. 
I think | am right in that. Then the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, in order to quict 
the apprehensions in the southern States on the 
subject of slavery, is to make that plank (to use 





the Constitution, and to do it, again in the spirit 
of the Chicago platform, by a refusal to deny to 
Congress the right of interference with slavery in 
the Territories, but to declare their purpose not 
to interfere with it in the States. That is about 
the meaning of it; and yet honorable Senators tell 


us that that is to give peace and repose to the 
country. 


Streeter een eee nee eee 


offered by the Senator from Ohio brings into com- | 


the language of the day) of the platform a part of | 
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Mr. President, there was a practice, I am told, 
among the early physicians, of giving to their 
patients what they called a placebo, a bread puil, 
something that was to quiet the patient by deluding 
him under the belief that he had taken a salutary 
medicine, when in fact he had taken a pill contain- 
tng the crumbs of bread. Sir, this resolution from 
the House of Representatives is that placebo. And 


|, we are to go to the southern States, | am to go to 


my State of Virginia, if I could reconcile it to my 
sense of honor and of right, and say, ** You de- 
manded a security for your rights in the common 
Territories,and you have been answered by giving 
youa plank of the Chicago platform, declaring 
that it was not the purpose of Congress to inter- 
fere with slavery in the States. 

Honorabie Senators have told us—the Senator 
from Illinois has, very frequently—that if this is 
made a part of the Constitution, it will be irre- 
vealable, except by the consent of all the States. 
By what authority does the Senator say so? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Because there will be a clause 
then in the Constitution declaring that no future 
amendment shall ever authorize Congress to in- 


| terfere with the question of slavery in the States. 


That being a part of the Constitution, it will be 
just as sacred as the clause now in the Constitu- 
tion, declaring that no future amendment shall 


ever deprive any State of its two Senators in Con- 


ress. 
Mr. MASON. Just precisely; not more so. 


| But, Mr. President, I am not to tell that honora- 


| three fourths of the States. 


ble Senator that the power which makes a Con- 
stitution can unmake it. What power makes a 
Constitution? Under the present Constitution, 
Three fourths of the 
States can alter the Constitution under the present 
compact; and if they find this clause there, which 
declares that it shall not be altered, is not thatas 
much in their power as any other clause? And if 
itis not, why is it not?) Senators may say there 
is good faith in it. There is political faith in it; 
there is propriety of law—I mean of moral law— 
in it; but there is nothing mores Cannot the 


| power that made unmake? Does anybody deny 


that? No, sir. It is put, I admit, in a very im- 
posing form; and if it were adopted, might carry 
something more of faith than’ any other clause in 
the Constitution; but as to the question of right, 
it will be just as much in the power of three 
fourths of the States as any other clause of the 
Constitution. There is no magic in it; none what- 
ever. 

Now, sir, honorable Senators tell us again— 
the Senator from Kentucky, | think, for whom I 
entertain the most profoud and almost filial reepect, 
and the Senator from Illinois has stated more 
than once—that we must take thisresolution from 
the House or get nothing; because, said he, there 


| is no time to passanything else; and if we do not 


adopt this amendment, which really may give 
some assurance to the States, we may lose all, 
because there is no time for the House to pass 
upon them. Sir, by what authority does he say 
that?) The House of Representatives, I under- 
stand, are to meet at ten o’clock to-morrow. If 
there be a purpose on the part of the Represent- 
atives of the people in that House to give a secu- 
rity to the South, which the South has asked for, 
they have ample time. I will never venwure back 
to my State, and say that I was induced to give 
you this bread pill from an apprehension that, if 
you did not take that, the State would have no 
medicine. Iam gratified to find that the honor- 
able Senator from Ohio has brought the substance 
of a security in contact with a skeleton form, and 
that this Senate will now pass its judgment upon 
these two questions, whether they will give to 
the South anything like a security, or whether 
they will deny it, and, in competition with this 
idle, delusive, extraordinary proposition, that we 
are to be satisfied with an assurance that they 
are not going to interfere with slavery in the 
States. 

Mr. President, this Congress has been the whole 
session of three months at work upon this sub- 
ject. Ithas been tried by committees in the House; 
it has been tried by committees in the Senate; it 
has been tried by a special congress, convened at 
the invitation of Virginia, which sat for three 
weeks in this city. Neither of the committees of 
the two Houses could present a form of adjust- 
ment. The special congress, convoked here at 
the invitation of Virginia, did; and all, al! have 
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been put aside, and we are presented now with 
this naked proposition—that Congress shall not 
interfere with slavery in the States. And that is 
to quiet all apprehension in the South! Well, 
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the instrument in all respects except as to the Sen- 
_ ators; but there is no power on earth, according || 


sir, if we come to a vote upon it, I shall vote for | 


it. I shall deem it my duty to do so; because, if 
that evil day should ever come when my honored 
State of Virginia shall feel herself so humiliated 
as to depend for the security of her social institu- 
tions upon that amendment, humiliated as she 
will then be, I am not the man to deprive her of 
that little. But when I go back, I shall tell them 
exactly what I say now: the two Houses delib- 
erated for three months upon an amendment to 
the Constitution; the special congress convoked 
here at your invitation deliberated for three weeks 


| hereafter to use the argument that the northern 


upon an amendment to the Constitution; and at | 


last, and in the expiring hour of Congress, you 
have been offered this as a security. I will tell 
them this, also: that it has resulted from the re- 
fusal on the part of the non-slaveholding States 
to give you anything. It was in the hands of 
loyal, patriotic, and honorable men. They tried 
their best, both in Congress and out of it; and 
they were unable to agree to give you anything 
more than this wretched bread pill which they 
propose to give us now. 


States yet remaining in this Union which have 
this condition of African slavery among them: if 


you rely upon this security, you must of neces- | 


sity abandon the institutions of your forefathers; 


you must abandon your form of society, and cast | 
your lotamong strangers, for it will give you none. | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, ridicule is 
sometimes a very good substitute for argument. 
The Senator fron Virginia tries to bring this pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution into disre- 
pute by comparing it to a bread pill, which he 
says the ancient doctors used sometimes to ad- 
minister. 
the impression that the best doctors now living 
also sdesiadaien bread pills in certain cases with 
great good and effect. When there is a disease 


of the mind which the patient imagines to be a | 


physical malady, but which is imaginary only, 
the physician administers bread pills. It does no 
harm, and the patient having confidence in it, it 
restores him to health, to vigor, and to strength. 


A bread pill in such cases is the best medicine | 
If it be true, as the Senator gives us to | 


possible. 
understand, that the institution of slavery in the 
States is in no danger, that all apprehension upon 
that subject in the slaveholding States is imagin- 
ary, it shows precisely that case of disease in the 


body-politic for which bread pills are given to the | 


physical system. [{Laughter.}) There is a want 


Without any predic- || 
tion, | undertake to say this toevery one of those || 


lam nota se gr but Lam under | 


| 


| 
| 
| 





of confidence in the southern States in respect to | 


the good faith of the North concerning the insti- 
tution of slavery. How often have I heard it 


from one to the other of the southern States de- | 


clared that it was the fixed purpose of the North, 
so soon as they obtained a majority of three- 
fourths, to change the Constitution so. that we 


would have authority to abolish slavery in the | 


States by an act of Congress! Sir, I have heard 
it in these Halls, as well as upon the stump. I 
have heard the argument by secessionists and dis- 
unionists in both Houses of Congress. 1 have 
heard them point to the fact that the North was 


growing so rapidly that in a very few years the | 


northern States would have three fourths, and 
hence might amend the Constitution, and would 
amend it, so as to abolish slavery in the States. 
I supposed that those who use 
believed it; and it was because it was supposed 
that those who used it were sincere in it, they had 
told their people so and made them believe it, and 
produced this state of insecurity in the mind of 
the southern people, that produced the necessity 
of giving this guarantee, that come what may, in 


all future time, no amendment to the Constitu- | 


tion of the United States shall ever be made which 
will authorize Congress to interfere with the ques- 
tion of slavery in the States. 

But the Senator says that that can be repealed. 
I] answer that that provision of the Constitution 
will be irrepealable; and why? Because, when it 
is adopted it becomes a part of the instrument, 
and controls that other portion of the Constitu- 
tion which authorizesamendments in certain cases, 
and prohibits them making amendments in certain 
other cases. As the Constitution now stands, it 
can be amended in the two modes prescribed in 


the argument | 


| 
i] 


| not another virtue in it. 

| told this very session that the South do not com- 
|| plain so much of what the North has done; but 
| their complaint is, that there is such a state of 


| ginia use that argument with great force in his 


to the Constitution, that can amend it so as to | 
deprive any Stat: of its two Senators. Insert this | 
clause, and it will contro! and restrain the —_ 
vision in regard to amendments, so that the Con- 
gress, by a two-thirds vote, can propose to the 
States an amendment that would authorize Con- 
gress to interfere with the question of siavery. 
Nor can the States, convened in convention, have 
any such authority. Hence, adopt this clause, 
and it is unalterable; no power on earth can ever 
change it; and no man will ever be permitted 









people intend, when they get a majority of three 
fourths, so to amend the Constitution as to inter- 
fere with the question of slavery in the States. 
But, we are told by the Senator, itis a bread 
pill; it will do no good. Sir, I will ask if there is 
How often have we been 


| 





feeling at the North as shows hostility to your 
institutions, and a determination to interfere with 
them,and you object to that feeling, and you sa 

the action of the North is the evidence of the feel- 
ing? I think I have heard the Senator from Vir- 


seatthissession. Now, sir, ifthe northern States 
will by a three fourths majority come forward 
and insert this clause in the Constitution, it proves 
conclusively that there is no such sentiment at 
the North as you apprehend. You can have no 
more conclusive evidence that there is no such 
disposition to interfere with your constitutional 
rights than the act of the people of the northern 
States, by a three-fourths majority, incorporating 
a provision into the Constitution unalterable in 
all future time, by which they are prohibited from 
ever interfering with the question in the States. I 
should suppose that the ratification of such a pro- 
vision by such an overwhelming majority would 
convince you that the northern people were yet 
your sections that the northern people were pre- 
pared to greet you; and when we voluntarily come 
forward and tie our hands in a manner that makes 
it impossible for us to do you an injustice, is not 
that evidence that we do not intend in all time to 
come to do that you apprehend ? 

But, the Senator tells us, it is affirming a clause 
in the Chicago platform. Thatis very ingenious; 
more so, I think, than candid. I tell him there is 
not a word of truth in it—I do not use the word, 
as he understands, in any offensive sense—and I 
will show you the difference. The Chicago plat- 
form asserts that it is not the purpose of the Re- 
publican party to interfere with the question of 
slavery in theStates. They are speaking of the 

resent Constitution. 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wane] points to 
the clock. I can only remind him that it is not 
the Sabbath day any longer; and if it was, [ 
should have no conscientious scruples about mak- 
ing a speech in defense of the Constitution and the 
Union, even on the bestof days. The holier the 
day the more appropriate to such a work. 

But I promised to show the Senator from Vir- 
ginia the difference between this proposition and 
that of the Chicago platform. Under the Chicago 
platform the Republican party stands pledged not 
to attempt to interfere with the question of sla- 
very in the States, referring to the Constitution as 
it now stands; but they have not pledged them- 
selves in that platform never to make any amend- 
ment, by which Congress shall hereafter be em- 
powered to do it. There is no pledge in the Chi- 
cago platform that the Constitution shal] never be 
so amended as to authorize Congress to do what 
they now admit they have no power to do. The 
difference is this: I apprehend every Senator on 
that side of the Chamber admits that, under the 
Constitution as it now stands, Congress has no 
power to interfere with the question of slavery in 
the States; and yet five Senators, on the yeas and 
nays yesterday, voted against a provision declar- 
ing that the Constitution should not be so amended 
as to give such a power. They admit that the 
power does not now exist; they do notintend to 
exercise that power, so long as the Constitution 
remains unchanged; but they will not pledge 
themselves that they will not, in the future, so 
amend it as to give ion the power. Here is the 
provision to give that pledge. 
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ginia says that when 
ome so humiliated that 
her rights under this 


But the Senator from Vir 
the Old Dominion shall bec 
she is ony to claim 

rovision of the Constitution - . 
ly MASON. condition. pe will boing 
r. - For the securi 
condition, not of her rights. urity of her social 

Mr. DOUGLAS. For her socia 
der thatamendmentof the Constitution, si, what 
has been the complaint? It has been thar th it 
constitutional rights were invaded. Then 8 
have asked for guarantees against further j ay 
sion. What were the guarantees? Constitutions 
amendments. Virginia herself has asked fo, ta 
stitutional amendments, and this proposes Sat 
her a constitutional amendment. When this ,, 
adopted, it will be a part of the instrument: as 
does the Senator tell us that the Constitution ‘itself 
is no guarantee? Does he mean to say that Vir. 
ginia will be humiliated by claiming rights unde 
the Constitution of the country? I thought dat 
was the foundation of their whole claim: ‘Th, 
right to have fugitive slaves restored rests upon 
a constitutional provision. Their right to be pro- 
tected against invasion rests on a constitutiona| 
provision. Their right to representation in t\is 
Chamber rests on a constitutional provision, The 
Senator would not have the privilege of making a 
speech here to-night against this amendment but 
for a constitutional provision. This provision 
will be as secure as the one that sent him here. 

Mr. MASON. If spoke for the amendment, not 
against it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ah! I understand that kind 
of speaking for the amendment. If the amerd- 
ment has many such friends, it will never become 
a part of the Constitution. Here is the roposi- 
tion introduced by the Senator from “eared 
brought in antagonism with this, much to the 
gratification of the Senator from Virginia. He 
knows how anxious he was to get them in antag- 
onism. He did not want to vote directly agains: 
this proposition, and defeat it by his own vote; but 
to get another proposition in antagonism with it, 
and vote it on; and that kills the original provis. 
ion without passing his amendment. 

; Mr. MASON. It takes its place; is substituted 
or it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Exactly; with a certain 
knowledge that that kills it. We have assured 
him that the moment this joint resolution is passed, 
we will take up the proposition of the peace con- 
ference that he speaks of, and get a vote on it; and 
then take up the Crittenden compromise, and get 
a vote on it; and the Senator could have had a 
vote on the very proposition that he desired, by 
this time, but for this amendment being thrown 
in, with the only effect, if not the design, of de- 
feating the original proposition, and the amend- 
ment too. I suppose every Senator understands 
precisely what this opposition means. The Sen- 
ator from Arkansas has been frank enough to 
avow, in very distinct terms, his purpose. With 
that frankness and directness which is character- 
istic of him, he has given us to understand that 
he does not wish the border States te be satisfied 
with this provision, because it keeps the slave 
States separated; in other words, prevents aunity 
of the slave States. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Which would 
allure and be a delusion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Call it by what term he 
pleases. It seems my friend from Arkansas !s 
afraid that, if this provision does become & part 
of the Constitution, his people will be allured and 
deluded. Sir, has he not confidence enough in his 
people to believe that they will understand — 
there is any virtue in this amendment or nol: Ar 
though the Senator himself ma not think it has 
any virtue, if his own people should so construe 
it, would he not give them an opportunity © 
availing themselves of what they will deem . 

reat a security that they would stay 1" fi : 
nion? Are you afraid of alluring and dele ung 
the people of the States by this provision’ >!» 
if it be a snare, I think the people of Virginia ¥" 


| condition une 


be as well able to discover it as their Seer 
Then why not allow them to vote on It/ 0 
not concur in it, instead of attempting to defea 
by indirection, with these amendments: > 
Sir, I think there is great virtue and eh il 
curity in this amendment. It is not all : to 
think we ought to do; but, because we one 
all that the exigencies of the times require, ® 
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. ee repeater area a ne ee “% 
+. here fore follow that we shall do nothing? Sir, | idle apprehension on the part of the South, and } it was the Senator from North Carolina, {Mr. ; 
t ° you will pass this, and let us ratify it, the ac- | we will give a bread pill to the patient, and it will |} Brace}]—it was the fact that I asked for it that +) o 
3 tion of the people in adopting this amendment || cure him.” He has told us what was the nature || conveyed the first intimation of my design to offer , 
1 will furnish such evidence of popular sentiment | of the remedy, and I thank him for it. j| it I doubt if the Senator from Virginia knew , is 
as will enable the next Congress to adopt further Now, sir, 1 am not going to enter with that | that I intended to offer it at the time. ‘ 7 a 
measures of amendment, and thus give entire and || Senator into a scramble for small advantages in i} Mr. MASON . So far from it, after the Senator ; 
ample security. Iam afraid some of our friends, || debate, a sort of polemics that I am not familiar || had offered it I did not hear what he had offered, von 
. who think it would be alittle better to get out of |) with and am not equal to. If the Senator ascribes || and I rose for the porte of offering the same . 
t che Union than stay here, are opposing this very || to me the deciaration, as my declaration, that Vir- || thing, and was told he had just submitted it. 2 
t .mendment for fear that it will pacify the people, || ginia does not rely upon the Constitution for the || Certainly, we had no conference. a 
vy showing them thatthe North is determined todo security of her rights, let him have the benefit of | Mr. PUGH. Nor did any person whom the sme 2 
; them justice, and thatall we wantis time. Hence | he statement of his own position ; I will not con- Senator from Illinois could terma secessionist or : a 
chey must defeat it for fear they will get all the at it. I said this, sir: that if Virginia could rely || a cisunionist have any connection with it in any 
; ouarantees they ask for. Sir, itis useless forany | upon this bread pill, so admitted to be, this placebo || a or form. : 
Senator to pretend to be for this proposition that || to a deluded patient, as her security for her social || Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 will correct the Senator . 
eoes for an amendment. We know it is impos- || condition, she might take leave of her slaves and || from Ohio. I did not say there was concert in it. 
ale wean cast her lot among strangers, for it would give || I did say the Senator from Virginia, | presumed, 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will my friend allow , her none. | was very much rejoiced that there was an antag- ‘ 
me to make a suggestion to him? But, sir, the most remarkable fact in the whole || onizing proposition; and I will now frankly state 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. matter is, that when that State has presented her || to the Senator why I thought so. I saw the Sen- j Y 
' Mr. CRITTENDEN. All who have presented || principal grievance as the great territorial contro- |) ator from Virginia come down to the Senator from 
' propositions—the propositions of the peace con- | versy, looking to her expansion in a future day; || Ohio and, in so loud a tone that I could not help 4 
ference, and ali others—have thought this provis- | when she has presented that by the act of her legis- |) hearing it, say, “ yes; thatis right; we must have : ’ 


ion important enough to forma part of their bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am very much obliged to 
, the Senator from Kentucky for reminding me of 
the fact. This provision has been deemed so im- 
portant that it was incorporated in his original 


lative body as the great grievance under which || an antagonizing proposition.”’ 
| she labors, in common with the slave States, she | Mr. PUGH. Well, sir, I did not hear the Sen- 
| is to be put aside by a perfect silence on that || ator from Virginia say that. 
point; nay, more, sir, by the emphatic denial,asI || Mr. MASON. Will the Senator from Ohio 
apprehend the vote about to be taken will record, || allow me a moment? 


proposition. | of any relief from that grievance. It is to be || Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 

| Mr. PUGH. But his provisions were irrepeal- | said, well, we will give you this security: that 1 Mr. MASON. I dare say I said so. I have no * 
able || they shall not interfere with slavery in the States; || recollection of it; but I dare say I said so; and i 

| Mr. DOUGLAS. And this is irrepealable. I || but we leave the territorial question at the dispo- || the country is indebted to the Senator from IIli- 
do not choose to go over thatagain. This prop- || sition of Congress. That is about it. || nois for picking up scraps of conversation and 

| osition was in that of the Senator from Kentucky, '| The honorable Senator has said, however, that |} obtruding them in debate. Li 
in those that I introduced, and, I believe, in nearly || if we will only vote for this proposed amendment | Mr. DOUGLAS. I beg pardon. He said it so 

every one that has been introduced. I remember || from the House of Representatives, and not sub- || loud [ could not help hearing it. I suppose it was 


the record shows that, in the committee of thir- 
teen, When we voted on the propositions of the 


Senator from Kentucky in sections, the Republi- | 


lican members of that committee at first voted 
against this one unanimously. They stated then, 
not that they were opposed to such a provision, 
but they would vote against it because it was part 
of a series; but the next day they came forward 


come forward, after it is disposed of, and take up 
this proposition in relation to the Territories. 
What does that amount to? That honorable Sen- 
ator Is certainly a very potent man; but he can- 


stitute a competing proposition, he will at once | 


not wield the vote of this Senate, nor can I. He || 
can vote for it; but he can dono more. Sir, if we | 


heard by all around me, that we must have an an- 


| tagonistic proposition, but I did not bring it out 


until the Senator from Ohio, misunderstanding 
me, drew the idea that I had charged that there 
was concerted action aboutit. All I said was, 
that the Senator from Virginia was rejoiced to have 
an antagonizing proposition, which he assented 


are to have anything, it is contained in the Crit- || to. Hence, the only fact | now bring out, is the 
and offered this one, and it received their votes, || tenden proposition; and I should feel myself dere- || identical fact that he had stated in open debate. 
the vote of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hun- || lict in duty if I did not return thanks to the hon- || Mr. MASON. Will the Senator from Ohio " 
ter,| and,] think, of every southern Senator, || orable Senator from Ohio who has offered it, that || indulge me one moment? 
(or all but one,) certainly, on the yeas and nays |} when we do take a vote of the Senate upon the || Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 
being called. It wasdeemed anessential provision. || question of amending the Constitution on this || Mr. MASON. I do not mean to question the 


Now, the simple question is, whether it will not 
’ do good to passit? Istherea friend of the Union 
jn any slaveholding State who would not rejoice | 
in the knowledge that three fourths of the people | 
of the northern States had declared, through their 
representatives, that they would never interfere 
with the question of slavery in those States? They 
would have that pledge in the Constitution of the 
: country, so that every man that ever becomes a 


slavery question we may direct it where the great || statement of the Senator at all; but still I doubt 
grievance is—to the Territories, and not be put || very much whether I said so. I do not mean to 
aside by this placebo. |, question what the Senator has said, honestly and 

The honorable Senator has said, and with great || honorably. It isa very difficult thing to catch : 
truth, that the people of my State are as little || scraps of conversation, and apply the appropriate 
likely to be deluded by this placebo as I am—far || meaning. I will tell you what I said. if | said 
less likely. I do not know, and I will not under- |} what a thought. I said that we should bring,as 
take to predict what will be the action of that || an antagonist to this proposition, the proposition 
great and powerful State; but I will undertake to || of the Senator from Kentucky—that which my 











Senator, or a Representative, will take an oath to || say this: that be her action what it may, it will |} State had sent and accepted. I presume I said * 
" abide by it; so thatevery man who holds office in || not be influenced one hair’s breadth by the passage || that. . 
e any State of this Union, either under the State || of this joint resolution. Why, sir, is it possible || Mr. DOUGLAS. That is precisely the idea 
r or Federal Governments, shall be bound by his | at this age, at this epoch, that any political com- || that I intended to convey. : 
- oath to maintain this provision inviolate. “Will || munity competent to act as such, and of being re- || Mr. PUGH. | believe I have the floor. / 
; not that give an assurance to the people of the | ceived as such, upon a question vitally affecting || Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir; but the Senator 
4 South that there is no deliberate purpose on the || their safety, their integrity,and their social fabric, || from Virginia has made a point in regard to this. } 
. part of the North in reference to their constitu- || could be deluded by a proposition to insure them || He accuses me of bringing out scraps of conver- 
; uional rights? 1 confess that I have had my ap- || against a grievance which 1s utterly disclaimed on || sation. If I approach a Senator, and speak out 
) prehensions that it was the purpose of a portion | the part of those who have the power to inflict the || so that Senators all around must hear me, I do 
‘ of the Republican party in the future to attack | grievance, and to refuse them any other redress || not consider that a conversation, nor scraps of 
the question of slavery in the States. Adopt this | or any other security? I assure the Senator they || conversation. Even those remarks get into the 
. provision, and I shall never have any such appre- | are not to be deluded in that way. | reports when these suggestions are being made. 
7. hension. I believe, therefore, there isgreat virtue || I do not desire, Mr. President, to protract the | Besides: when I have alluded to this, I merely said 
a in it, I believe it will pacify the slaveholding || debate at this late period of the session. I desire || | presumed the Senator was pleased. He said 
4 States, not as a lure, not as a snare, but because || nothing more than to bring prominently before || yes; and avowed it in open debate; but now he 
7 : ane a substantial guarantee that the peo- the country the fact that, after three months’ in- || complains of my bringing it before the Senate. I 5 
: Hprerdags 0. sib we eget all future time, | cubation, upon a demand for security, they have || did understand it just as he now docs, which was _ 
\. have great right of each State to have || tendered us nothing but this delusive amendment || this: that this proposition must be met by a coun- 
i. slavery as long as it chooses, and to abolish it || to the Constitution. || ter proposition; while it would not do to kill it 
: W ma it pleases. : ; _Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I should not have || direct, you must have the Crittenden proposition 
Af ‘s ‘. MASON. I am certainly somewhat in- || risen again, but it seems to me that I cannot re- || to kill it. 7 
. . 7: to the honorable Senator from Illinois for | main silent under the imputation of the Senator || Mr. MASON. I trust the Senator from Ohio 
: ¢ frank statement which he made in the com- || from Illinois. In several different forms, as [un- || will pardon me for an instant. I protest against 
> eos: of his remarks, that this amendment || derstood him, he suggested that this amendment |, the Senator’s applying motives that might actuate . 
: 2 ~ ey ne of Representatives was, in fact, had been offered for the purpose of preventing a || him, to me. Let myacts speak. As to picking 
al a pill. I understood him to say so dis- } vote of the Senate upon the House proposition; || up scraps of conversation, | say nothing more 
> MD DOUGLAS a - i] ane Tam not greatly mistaken, that it ad been || than de gustibus mon est. 
1y that MPessir ae ~ provided he meant | done > some preconcert between the Senator Mr. DOUGLAS. Ican only say that that term . 
it he ee pl was the best possible pill to effect | from Virginia and myself. _Now, sir, at the mo- | has been repeated too often, when I have known 1 
© cure, which that alone could cure. | ment when I rose last evening to ask the unani- || it was not true. 
e- F i MABON, But the honorable Senator went || mous consent of the Senate to withdraw the call || Mr. MASON. What term? . + 2 
I oan we ff Unlike the astute physician, that || for the yeas and nays upon my first amendment, || Mr. DOUGLAS. About scraps of private con- - 
jo bead a ; - sort of patient to administer the | not a human being knew what my purpose was; || versation. I repeated what he said in open Sen- 
all Hel pul, he has let the patient know what it was. || and when I turned to ask some Senator near me || ate,and I drew the proper inference from it; aad : 
ias told us, in distinct terma, that * this is an || for acopy of the Crittenden amendment—I believe || I do not permit it to be intimated that I have acted ; 
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nea Nore Tr 
unsenatorially in stating that which the Senator || 


had himself stated in open debate. 


Mr. MASON. Why, Mr. President, I did not |) 


attempt to make issue with the Senator in any 
way in the world. ! said I did not remember 
what I had said, and I did not mean to question | 
the Senator’s reportof the fact; but I presume that 

I said what I felt: that it was to me a matter of 

great momentto bring this amendment of the hon- | 
orable Senator from Kentucky incompetition with 
the joint resolution of the House; and I undersiood 
the Senator to say that that, he presumed, was 
my purpose, The Senator does me injustice, if 
he supposes | mean to question his perfect right, 
if he thinks proper, to report conversations that 
pass here, in debate. I say, in relation to that, 
de gustibus. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. With the permission of | 
the Senator, | think that I witnessed what oc- 
curred with reference to the Senator from Virginia 
and this proposition. The Senator from Ohio | 
moved the proposition. 
Senator from Virginia, and his inquiry was, what 
was the pending proposition? I stated to him 
that the Senator from Ohio had moved thisamend- 
ment. He said: ‘* That is the very proposition 
1 was going to offer.’’ 1 looked at him, and he 
had the printed proposition in his hand at thai 
time. I mentioned it to him; and of course he 
could not have known that the Senator from Ohio 
intended to move it, for | gave him the informa- 
tion. What occurred afterwards I donot know. 
He may have spoken to the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. PUGH. I will not say, after the state- 
ment of the Senator from Illinois, that the Sena- 
tor from Virginia did not address me, and address 
me in the words that have been stated; but I de- | 
clare that 1 have no recollection of the Senator | 
speaking to me—not the slightest. J sat here, 
having asked the consent of the Senate to with- | 
draw the demand for the yeas and nays, which 
would enable me to withdraw my own amendment 
at onee. I looked upon the table for a copy of 
the Crittenden proposition, which I supposed was 
near me, and not iidion it, lL asked a Senator to 
get me a copy; and in that way I presume it was 
understood that | would offer itas soon as I could | 





ret the floor. I offered it with no such purpose; 
but the Senator from Illinois himself is the per- 
son who induced me first to offer it. When this 
proposition from the House of Representatives 
was first read, | objected that it was expressed in 
bad English, and that we ought at least to have 
respect enough for the Constitution of the United | 


piece as that, and ] moved to render it into atleast 
tolerable English. I could think of no objection 
on the face of the earth to that proposition. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to inquire 

Mr. PUGH. Permit me to finish my state- 
ment, and then the Senator can reply to me if he 
thinks proper. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I want to know if the Sen- 
ator says that | advised him to offer the Crittenden 
amendment as a substitute ? 

Mr. PUGH. No, sir; I say he was the cause, 
the instrument, of my offering it, if you willallow 
me to make the statement. I sould imagine no 
objection whatever, if we were about to amend 
the Constitution of our fathers, that we might at 
least speak in the language of our fathers, and not 
have this barbarous sentence interpolated into the | 
instrument, every word of which, as itnow stands, 
all have agreed has a peculiar and fixed significa- 
tion. What objection was made to my first prop- 
osition? It came from the Senator from Illinois. 
He rose and told us that if this went back to the 
House of Representatives for any reason, they 
never would concur in it again. | Prmeses my 
astonishment at that suggestion, that the House 
of Representatives having sent us a proposition, 
would turn around and reject it merely because 
it was expressed in proper language. The Sen- 
ator went on to explain that it could not com- 
mand the same vote again. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. No; I did not make : 





Mr. PUGH. 
0. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I never did, until about an 


hour ago. 

Mr. PUGH. I understood the Senator to say 
so last night. That was the impression I got from 
his words; and that my impression was correct 


remark then. 
I understood the Senator to say 
8 


I turned round to the |; 


States not to defile its pure language with such a 
} 
| 














at the time, will be remembered by the answer 


which Il made him. I said, thatno Senator of any | 


party, that | had heard, had ever professed to be- 


lieve that Congress now had the power to abolish 
slavery within the States; that, therefore, the only | 


effectof that proposition, standing by itself, would 
be precisely what the Senator has said of it to- 
night, a pledge of good faith from all the repre- 
sentatives of the northern States tendered to the 
South; but if those who voted for it in the House 
of Representatives would not vote for it again, 
then it had no significance as a pledge, it was no 
act of good faith; and it was dishonest in us to 
pretend to offer it to the South as of any validity 


| whatever. That was the answer I made; and that 


shows that I derived my impression from the Sen- 


ator from Lilinois himself, that that very proposi- 


| now 





rr 


| self. 
but I tell him again, that the impression which I 
| derived from his speech iast night was 


tion could not again pass the House of Represent- 


| atives. Ifso,whatis the use of it? Itgavenothing; 


it secured nothing; and if the men who voted for 
it before, voted for it as mere declarations, how 
idle for us to pretend we are giving the South even 
a pledge of good faith! and upon that statement of 
the Senator, which I took to be made upon some 
advice; I do not know how he had came by it; I 
do not think I asked him; I do not care to ask him 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I stated to the Senator a little 
while ago, when I urged him to withdraw it. 

Mr. PUGH. 1am not referring to that; but I 
am referring to your speech last night. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. When it first came in, and 
the Senator made objection to the grammar, I 
thought it was good grammar, and the objection 
not well taken; and | urged him not to offer the 
amendment, for the reason that if he did, it would 
have to go back to the House, and it could not 
pass there, for the reason that the House had ad- 


|| journed over until ten o’clock to-morrow morn- 


ing; that there would be but two hours left, and 
it could not be reached in those two hours; and, 
besides, there would be fillibustering by those 
opposed to it that would run out the time, and it 
would be impossible to act upon it satisfactorily. 
About an hour ago I again urged him to withdraw 
this proposition, and he said he did not believe 
the House would pass a thing, and again reject 
it. I said to him, it never could get the same vote 
again, because there would be fillibustering, and 
many members would have gone home, and it 
would be impossible to get the same vote again; 


_and for that reason, that we would not get the 


same vote. If we could have a full House, and 
get a hearing, I believe it would get as big a vote 
the second time as it did the first. 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I did not refer to 
any conversation between the Senator and my- 
I shall not do that in any shape or form; 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I understood him to refer 
to those conversations. 

Mr. PUGH. No, sir. I am speaking of mat- 
ters that transpired last night. The Senator’s re- 
marks last night conveyed to my mind the im- 

ression that certain gentlemen in the House of 

epresentatives had voted for that erie 
who never would vote for it again; and it was that 
impression, to which I referred at the time, that 
induced me to seek to withdraw my first propo- 
sition, and to get a recorded vote of the Senate 
upon the Crittenden resolution. As for the idea 
that the House of Representatives, if they are in 
earnest, cannot concur in an amendment to the 
resolution, and especially a grammatical amend- 
ment, why, sir, there are two long hours of their 
session on Monday, and this being a resolution 
returned from the Senate, it is in orderatonce. It 
needs no three readings. Being armed with the 
previous question, there would no difficulty of 
a concurrence in the House in five minutes. But 
it was the impression which I derived from the 
Senator last night, which convinced me that the 
time was now coming for those Senators who be- 
lieve in the proposition of my honorable friend 
from Kentucky to make the last stand for it, and 
I did it on my responsibility alone. I consulted 
no one. I offered it, and I shall stand by it. 

But the Senator says, to-night, deprecatingly, 
we have promised, after this is through, to take 
up the Crittenden propositions, and the peace con- 
ference propositions, and give you a vote on all 
ofthem. Weill, sir, I offered my amendment last 
night long before we had any such promise, and 
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it is not in my power now to withdraw it, exo... 
with tbe unanimous consent of the Senaic 
the rule. If 1 were to attempt it now - - 
ator could prevent me from doing it Seg. rs 
sg and nays were demanded upon it bank aioks 
3ut suppose that Senator does promise me - Pe 
on the Crittenden propositions: | have fo bore 
him for three months; | have foilowed 
orable friend from Kentucky [Mr. Carp 
for three months; I have followed my friend... 
Senator from Pennsyivania, (Mr. Bicurp) ¢_ 
three months; f have voted with them on all thes. 
prepositionsata time when there were twely. otl 7 
Senators in this Chamber on whose votes we eo, 
rely; and what came of it all? Did we ever on 
a vote on the Crittenden propositions? No... 
Did we ever get a vote on the peace conferene, 
propositions? Never. Did we ever get a voip 
on the bill introduced by the Senator from Poy... 
sylvania to remit these propositions to a yots of 
the people? Never. They werenotstrongenoye) 
to displace the Pacific railroad bill, which gio, 
here and defied them in the Senate for more in 
a month. They were not strong enough tos : 
aside this plunder bill that you call a tariff, They 
were not strong enough to beat a pension bill on» 
morning. For three long months have [ followed 


der 


Owed 
my hor i 
TENDEN} 


r 
e could 


| the Senator and others, begging for a yote oy 


these questions; never can we get it; never: and 


| now I am to be deluded no further; and | use thar 


word delusion certainly in no unkind sense to my 


| friend. 


The Crittenden proposition has been indorsed 
by the almost unanimous vote of the Legislatur 
of Kentucky. It has been indorsed by the Le. 
gislature of the noble old Commonwealth of Vir 
ginia, It has been petitioned for by a larger num- 
ber of electors of the United States than any 
proposition that was ever before Congress. | by- 
lieve in my heart, to-day, that it would carry an 
overwhelming majority of the people of my State; 
ay, sir, and of nearly every other State in the 

Before the Deiat. f from the State of 


southern confederacy, propose to accept it and to 
maintain the Union if that proposition could re- 
ceive the vote it ought to receive from the other 
side of this Chamber. Therefore, of all your 
propositions, of all your amendments, knowing 


| as | do,and knowing that the historian will write 


it down, at any time before the Ist of January, a 
two-thirds vote for the Crittenden resolutions in 
this Chamber would have saved every State in 
the Union, but South Carolina. Georgia would 
be here by her representatives, and Louisiana also 
reat States, which, at least, would 
have broken the whole column of secession. Yet, 
sir, it has been staved off—staved off for your fu- 
tile railroad bill; and where is it to-night? Staved 
off by your tariff bill; staved off by your pension 
bills; and, at the end of three months, the might- 
iest three months in the history of this continent, 
in the course of which the pillars of the Govers- 
ment have fallen, one after another, until a stand 
to-night in the midst of a falling ruin, } am told 
to take the promise of my friend, that he can now 
accomplish, in less than eleven hours, what le 
has not been able to accomplish in the last three 
months. No, sir; Icannot. As for the origina: 
proposition from the House, if my vote be neces- 
sary to make the constitutional majority, 1 will 
give it; not that I believe it is worth the paper on 
which it is written; not that I believe it will be 
ratified by the States; but it shall not be said that 
any appeal from my honorable friend from Ken- 
tucky, of that sort, fails of success by the lack ot 
my vote. 
But now, we have something that will set ' 
this question; we have something which will ree 
tain the States that have not seceded, which, m 
my judgment, will bring back all the rest exc)" 
South Carolina, in twelve months, and will bring 
her back in a short period thereafter. The Sen- 
ate may either adopt my amendment, or ri i 
I have been anxious to get it voted on, and } ait 
not intend to say a word; but I thought !t hod 
unkind in the Senator from Illinois, after Aer 
followed him so patiently during the whole 


tle 


. . . i. > > anc 
this session, with an ardent desire for peace 


conciliation, to intimate that, on the last night . 
the session, I had gone into some agreement ¥ e 
other Senators, under the pretense of ~— “a 
amendment, to prevent any vote being taken 
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the pending proposition. I had no such design. | 





i; never occurred to me. It was to repel that, 
that I rose. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must assure the Senator || 
from Ohio that I certainly did not intend any act || 
or word of unkindness to him; and when he stated 
chat he understood me as saying that there was 
collusion between him and the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, | promptly rose, and said I did not mean 
avy such thing. What I said was, that the Sen- 
ator from Virginia was gratified that the thing 
was done, and it came in antagonism with the 
House resolution. Now, 1 wish, in order to ex- 
clude all misapprehension by the Senator, to state 
emphatically, that I requested him not to offer 
any amendment, of any kind, to the House rop- 
osition, instead of advising it, as might be inferred 
from his remarks. 

Mr. PUGH. I did not say the Senator advised 
me; but his course drove me to it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But I wantto know if I did | 
not request the Senator not to offer any amend- 
ment? 


Mr. PUGH. Certainly; and I made answer to 


i 





| 
| 
the Senator to-night, that it was not in my power | 
to withdraw it; 1t took unanimous consent; and | 
I should not have done it if I could have had that | 
consent. : 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I merely asked that, in order 
that there should be no misapprehension as to my | 
course, growing out of the Senator’s remarks. I | 
| 

| 

| 


am as anxious as the Senator from Ohio to have 
a vote on the Crittenden proposition. I believe 
a vote on it willdo good; but we want a vote of 
all the friends of the measure when we do vote on 
it. A vote in the mode proposed by the Senator 
from Ohio will do injury instead of good, because 
it will enable our opponents to say that the meas- 
ure is weaker than it really is. Does the Sena- | 
tor from Ohio expect a test vote on the Critten- | 
den proposition when Mr. Crittenden votes 
against it? 

Mr. PUGH. I cannot command anybody’s 
vote but my own. Those who vote against it 
must stand on their own reasons. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Thatshows that no man, in 
fairness and candor, can pretend that the vote on 
this amendment is a test vote on the Crittenden | 
proposition, when the Senator from Kentucky | 
himself feels bound to vote against it in this con- 
nection, though he is anxious for a direct vote; 
when the Senator from Pennsylvania feels bound 
to do the same thing; when I feel bound to do the 
same thing. When the three Senators that my 
friend from Ohio says he has been following ina 
course of compromise all winter feel bound to re- 
sist this amendment, he ought to consider that it 
is not getting a fair vote on the proposition when 
he relics on enemies, instead of friends, to vote 
with him on the proposition. 

Mr. PUGH. What enemies? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Men who are, I suppose, 
opposed to compromise, ‘The Senator has said 
tuat if the Crittenden proposition could have been 
passed early in the session, it would have saved 
all the States, except South Carolina. I firmly 
believe it would. While the Crittenden propo- 
sition Was notin accordance with my cherished 
views, L avowed my readiness and eagerness to 
accept it, in order to save the Union, if we could 
unite upon it. No man has labored harder than 
I have to get it passed. I can confirm the Sena- 
tor’s declaration, that Senator Davis himself, 
when on the committee of thirteen, was ready, at 
all mes, to compromise on the Crittenden prop- 
osition. 1 will go further, and say that Mr. 
Toomss was also. Having said that much, I do 
not think these facts furnish any reason why we 
sould not take the resolution of the House of 

epresentatives, being all we can now get, when 
this, of itself, will do much good. This isa part 
of the Crittenden proposition; it is not all; but it 
18 « very important part; and | must say to my 
friend from Ohio, that [ am sorry to see him will- 
ing to sacrifice a great measure, involving the 
peace of this country, upon a question as to the 
purity of the Queen’s English. I think that the 
safety of this country is paramount to any word | 
in the English language. Sir, 1 am not willingto |! 
sacrifice substance to style, and particularly when || 

“m not satisfied that his amendment improves || 
ether the style or the grammar of the proposition. 
Tue Senator from Virginia has told us that the 
erritorial question was the great one; that the | 
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apprehension of the South that the North were 


going to interfere with slavery in the States was | 
/a mere bagatelle; that the territorial question was 


the great one. 


Mr. MASON, Will the Senator allow me? I 


|, am sure the Senator does not intend to mis- 





State 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly not. 
Mr. MASON. I certainly did not say that the 


| apprehension that, at a future day, they might | 
| interfere with slavery in the States was a baga- 


telle. I never said that. I said that that was an 
apprehension, but a remote one. The apprehen- 
sion was, that if the free States increased rapidly, 
and the slave States not at all, the day might 
come, with the spirit that pervaded the anti-sla- 
very party, when they would avail themselves of 
their numerical power to abolish slavery in the 
Siates; but it was remote. I said the most prom- 
nent grievance was as to territory. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator did not use the 
word ‘bagatelle;’’ but he treated it as a small 
affair, and quoted the Chicago platform to prove 


| that the Republican party did not entertain any 


such intention. Now,I want to call the attention 
of that Senator and the Senate to the fact that 
some things have occurred this session which 
ought to allay his apprehensions on the territorial 
question. For more than twelve yous that Sen- 
ator and myself have stood side by side in this 
Chamber resisting the attempt to prohibit slavery 
in the Territories by act of Congress. The great 
issue with the South has been that they would not 
submit to the Wilmot proviso. The Republican 
party affirmed the doctrine that Congress must 
and could prohibit slavery in the Territories. The 
issue for ten years was between non-intervention 
on the part of Congress and prohibition by Con- 


| gress. Up to two years ago, neither the Senator 
trom Virginia, nor any other southern Senator, 
| desired affirmative legislation to protect slavery. 


Even up to this day, not one of them has proposed 
affirmative legislation to protect it. Whenever 


| the question has come up, they have decided that 


affirmative legislation to protect it was unneces- 


| sary; and hence, all that the South required on the 


territorial question was ‘‘ hands off; slavery shall 
not be prohibited by act of Congress.”’ Now, 


what do We find? ‘This very session, in view of 
} , 


the perils which surround the country, the Re- 
publican party, in both Houses of Congress, by 
a unanimous vote, have backed down from their 


| platform and abandoned the doctrine of congres- 
| sional prohibition. This very week three terri- 
| torial bills have been passed through both Houses 
| of Congress without the Wilmot proviso, and no 
| man proposed to enact it; not even one man on 


the other side of the Chamber would rise and pro- 

ose the Wilmot proviso. In organizing three 
erritories, two of them south of the very line 
where they imposed the Wilmot proviso twelve 
rome ago, no one Cn the other side of the Cham- 

er proposed it. “hey have abandoned the doc- 
trine of the President elect upon that point. He 
said, and it is on record, that he had voted for the 
Wilmot proviso forty-two times, and would do it 
forty-two times more if he ever had a chance. 
Not one of his followers this year voted for it 
once. The Senator from New York, [Mr. Sew- 
ARD,] the embodiment of the party, sat quietly 
and did not propose it. What more? Last year 
we were told that the slave code of New Mexico 
was to be repealed. 1 denounced the attempted in- 
terference. The House of Representatives passed 
the bill, but the bill remains on your table; no one 
Republican member has proposed to take it up 
an ~~ it. Practically, therefore, the Chicago 
platform is abandoned; the Philadelphia platform 
is abandoned; the whole doctrine for which the 
Republican party contended as to the Territories 


| is abandoned, surrendered, given up; non-inter- 


vention is substituted in its place. 

Then, when we find that, on the territorial ques- 
tion, the Republican party, by a unanimous vote, 
have surrendered to the South all they ask, the 
territorial question ought to be considered pretty 


| well settled. The only question left was that of 


the States; and after having abandoned their ag- 


gressive policy as to the Territories, a portion of || 


them are willing to unite with us, and deprive 
themselves of the power to do it in the States. I 


| submit, that these two great facts—these start- 


ling, tremendous facts—that they have avandoned 
their aggressive policy in the Territories, and are 
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| willing to give guarantees in the States, cught to 
be accepted as an evidence of a salutary change 
in public opinion at the North. All I would ask 
| now of the Republican party is, that they would 
insert in the Constitution the same prineiple that 
they have carried out practically in the territorial 
bills for Colorado, Dakota, and Nevada, by de- 
priving Congress of the power hereafter to do 
what there cannot be a man of them found will- 
ing to do this year; but we cannot ask them to 
| back down too much. I think they have done 
quite as much within one year, within three 
months after they have elected a President, as 
could be pee f 

Mr. BAKER. Will the honorable gentleman 
allow me one moment? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER. In order to make the confes- 
sion and concession on all sides more complete, 
I desire to suggest (and being a little of a popular- 
sovereignty man, it comes gracefully from me) 
that others of us have backed down, too, from 
| the idea that Congress has not the power to pro- 
hibit slavery in the Territories; and we are pro- 
posing—some of us in the Crittenden proposi- 
tion, and some in the amendment now before the 
Senate—to prohibit slavery by the Constitution 
itself in sina “Fabelanplons and therefore it is kindly, 
and generous, and frank, and open on all sides; 
and Tie it will be done. (Laughter.} 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I take great pleasure in re- 
plying to the Senator from Oregon. Certainly he 
ought to have been able to see a difference in 
importance and dignity between an argument 
against my personal consistency and the course 
of the Republican party and its efiects on the 
| peace of the country. I was not making a ques- 
tion of personal consistency against the Senator 
from Oregon nor any other Senator. 

Mr. BAKER Allow mea moment. I did not 
mean that, in the slightest degree. It would spoil 
the good humor of the debate, and it was not my 
| intention to do that. I wanted to show that on 
all sides circumstances do change men’s conduct. 

But I will take it all back, and say I believe all he 
says on the other side, and I believe all I say on 
this. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then, Mr. President, Iaccept 

the explanation with a great deal of pleasure. I 
| think as circumstances change, the action of pub- 
| lic men oughtto change in acorresponding degree. 
| I have been one of those, and am now, who think 
that under the Constitution as it is, Congress 
ought not to attempt to exercise the power to in- 
terfere with slavery anywhere in the Territories; 
and I believe the best amendment thatcan be made 
to the Constitution, is to say that Congress shal 
| have no power to interfere with slavery anywhere 
or in any case, except to return fugitive slaves, 
and to suppress the African slave trade; but lam 
willing to depart from my cherished theory, by 
an amendment to the Constitution by which we 
shall settle this question on the principles pre- 
scribed in the resolutions of the Senator from 
Kentucky. But,sir, lam notarguingasto matters 
that affect myself; | am calling the attention of 
the country to the fact, that the two great points 
in controversy can be now acted on in a manner 
that will allay all just apprehensions of the south- 
ern people, the Republicans having abandoned 
the field on the territorial question, and being 
willing to give guarantees for slavery in the States. 
I think we ought to be satisfied viik that until we 
can go to the people and procure proper consti- 
| tutional amendments to make the security per- 

manent, and I have only called attention to the 
territorial question forthat purpose, not toarraign 
any man on the other side oF the Chamber. I 
think it was an act of patriotism in them to re- 
frain from pushing their doctrine on that question 
when its effect would have been to disturb the 
peace of the country. Therefore, instead ofarraign- 
ing them, | express my approbation and gratifi- 
cation at the course they cae thought it their 
duty to pursue inabandoning the Wilmot proviso 
as applicable to the Territories. 

r. MORRILL. 1 suppose, Mr. President, 
after what has transpired in the last half hour, it 
will not be considered irreverent, at least for Sen- 
ators upon this side of the Chamber, to approach 
| this question. I have looked on with very great 
| unconcern upon what has taken place upon the 
| other side of the Chamber in the fast hour, and I 
| am entirely uneoncerned now, so long as the con- 
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test seems to be confined to the Senators on that || siderable body of men in the North anywhere who | lawofthecountry. And how? To settle 
If they choose to indulge || hold to the doctrine that Congress has any power 


side of the Chamber. 
in the administration of what are usually called 
placebos to themselves, it is very well: I do not 
object; but when the honorable Senator from Ili- 
nos significantly shakes his locks in this direc- 
ution and threatens the administration of his bread 
pills in this quarter, I have a right to be heard, 
and I do object. 

My judgment is, that this whole business of the 
administration of bread pills to this nation has 
been ruinous to its peace and its prosperity; and 
when Senators who have been engaged in this pill 
business in the last six years propose to admin- 
ister them to me here in these last hours of the 
session, | propose to object to the practice alto- 
gether; 1 propose to inquire whether it is legiti- 
mate or quack practice, before I submit. 

Now, sir, we are standing here in extraordi- 
nary times. We are standing here at the close 
of six years of fearful, terrible slavery agitation, 
such as this country never saw; and it all comes, 
allow me to tell Senators, from this trifling in 
bread pills. This practice began six years ago. 
Sena‘vrs undertook to administer to the nation 
here what they said was a great pill, perfectly 
harmless, only intended to set a principle right, 
which would not harm anybody; and from that 
hour to this, you have had nothing but strife, 
nothing but agitation, to end now, perhaps, ina 
dissolution of the Union; and still, men go on 
proposing bread pills to the end; and when we 
resist, we are to be admonished, catechised, our 
motives impugned. For one, I do not propose 
to submit to the administration of these pills 

Mr. DOUGLAS. What does the Senator 
allude to, that | have said ? 

Mr. MORRILL. 
the Senator as I progress. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Because, if I have made 
allusion to him in any way, | am notaware of it. 
1 merely want to know what it is. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am not complaining of any 
personal allusions at all. 

Sir, a new policy began six years ago on the 





slavery question, ending as it does, progressing | 


as everybody knows ithas done. When it began, 
the nation protested against it. The southern 
States united upon it; they became instantly Dem- 


ocratic. The agitation has gone on, and six, nay, | 


seven of these Democratic States, under Demo- 
cratic administration, say they are out of the 
Union. Gentlemen upon the other side of the 
Chamber stand here and wrangle over a dissolved 
Jnion; agree upon nothing; propose nothing 


thatis not rejected instantly; and then frown upon | 


us, and threaten us with exposure to the country 
if we do notswallow more of these new nostrums. 

Seven States already out on this new slavery 
eee the rest of the slaveholding States trem- 


1 will endeavor to inform | 


whatever on the subject of slavery in the States. 


Then, I ask, why are we called upon in these | 
declining hours of the session to propose to the 


northern peopie toamend the Constitution so that 
Congress shall not have the power to do what 
everybody agrees Congyess has not power to do 
now? Why, says the Senator from 


_ ofthe South. Although the Senator from Illinois 


tells you that no body of men in the North main- 
tain that Congress has that power, still, if I un- 
derstand the force of the argument, it is that the 


| southern mind entertains the belief that the North 


| have such a purpose; and therefore, to reconcile 


the southern mind, this resolution is necessary. 
Well, Mr. President, all I have to say in re- 

gard to that is this: if the men and the public 

press which, in the last six years, have so indus- 


triously misrepresented the North upon this sub- 
ject, will tell the South precisely the trath—what 


| we cannot tell them, that there is nosuch purpose 


inthe North—then, ofcourse, the proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution is not necessary. No 


| party in the North entertains any purpose of a 
|| crusade against slavery in the slave States; no 


party whatever, in any of the free States, enter- 
tains any such purpose at all. Nobody pretends 
that Congress has any such power, or that it in- 
tends to exercise any such power; and therefore, 
the Senator from Virginia very properly replies: 
** It adds nothing; it takesnothing away.’’ When 
you have done it, you have done nothing; you 
have only said that Congress shall have no power 
to do what everybody admits Congress has no 
power to do. 

But, Mr. President, need Senators be told that 
this isby no means the difficulty in the case ? Does 
anybody pretend that a measure of this sort is 
calculated to give any relief? The peace congress, 
having been in session here the last three or four 
weeks, reported to this Congress. Do they in- 
form Congress that this measure will be satisfac- 
tory? The measure upon your table, reported by 
the peace congress, is like that of Mr. Critren- 
DEN, in all essential particulars. The peace con- 
ference reported to you no such proposition as 


this. The States represented in the peace congress 
| have not given this Congress to understand that 


/any such preposition as this would be likely to 


restore order in those States. Why, then, here 
in these last hours of this Congress, is this ques- 
tion forced upon the consideration of the Senate? 

But, Mr. President, I do not intend to address 
myself very much to this proposition. This is not 
the main proposition before the Senate. If | 


| understand the proposition now before the Senate, 


. “. . . | 
»ling in the balance; and we are told on this side || 


of the Chamber, that, whether they stay or not, 
depends altogether upon us! You have admin- 
istered this Government for the last six years. 
Senators upon this side of the Chamber have been 
powerless. They have had no power to do more 


than to remonstrate and to protest, and that they | 


have done atevery stage of the proceedings. This 
policy, begun in 1854, has culminated mm 1861, 
earrying six States—nay, seven, already out of 


the Union; and now, in the last expiring hours of | 


this Congress, we are told that we must submit 
to a little more of the same sort of practice. 
The venerable Senator from Kentucky has his 
proposition for a remedy; the honorable Senator 
from Virginia has his method of treatment; the 
honorable Senator from Illinois has his; and upon 
this side of the Chamber, unless we lie supinely 
down and take these nostrums as they are put to 
us, we are threatened, and we, it is hinted, are to 
be charged with the dissolution of the Union! 
Mr. President, I should like to know, in the his- 
tory of the last six years, what Senators upon 
this side of the Chamber, or those whom they 
represent, have done, that they are to be charged 
with the public disasters and the public disorders? 
It is said here that the southern States have an 
apprehension of insecurity for the institution of 
slavery in the States. Is that apprehension well 
founded? Senators upon the other side of the 
Chamber agree that no party in the North has at 
any time, does now, or threatens hereafter, to 
establish a policy or claims the right to interfere 
with slavery in the States atall. There is no con- 


a) 


it is the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Puen] as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives; and to that 
I desire to call the attention of the Senate for a 
single moment. The first article of that proposi- 
tion reads as follows: 

In all the territory of the United States, now held or 
hereafter acquired, situate north of latitude 36° 30/, slavery 
or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, 
is prohibited while such territory shali remain under terri- 
torial government. In all the territory south of said line of 
latitude slavery of the African race is hereby recognized as 
existing. 

In the discussion of this question by the Sena- 
torfrom Kentucky, he proceeds entirely upon the 
ground that the whole difficulty between the North 
and the South at the present time is in regard to 
the Territory of New Mexico. “Settle that and 
you settle all,”” he says. If that were so, there is 
really no question between the North and the 
South; for lam not aware of any purpose any- 
where in the North to disturb the settlement al- 
ready made in regard to New Mexico. 1 under- 
stand that the question of slavery in the Territor 
of New Mexico was settled by the policy of 1850. 
I understand that the party now coming into 
power have at no time threatened to disturb it; I 
do not understand that it is their purpose to dis- 
turb it; and hence it is as thoroughly settled and 
as perfectly settled as it can be if you pass the 
propositions of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

But, Mr. President, when Senators upon this 
side of the Chamber express their dissent from 
the propositions of the Senator from Kentucky, 
is it true that we are standing upon mere straws? 
Here is a proposition to amend the fundamental 


. 


llinois, that | 
| is a bread pill; that is for the distempered minds 
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3y no means; butitisa proposition which ¢ 


templates the acquisition of territory below 9¢ 
30’; and which is to incorporate into tere oy - 
ment a recognition of slavery of the African a” 
That is the real objection to this propoaitin, 

It is to change entirely the fundamentaj fee 
the land in regard to slavery. Nobody etead 
that the Constitution now, in eXpress sien ag 
ever may be the implication, contains a cee 
tion of slavery. Here, under this proposition .¢ 
the Senator from Kentucky, slavery in iin 

“slavery of the African race”’ is to be introduecd 
into this Constitution; and it is this part of q 

proposition that Senators upon this side of « 

Chamber must strenuously protest against. 

As we are appealed to, lion like to call thy 
attention of the Senate for a moment to the att 
tude of Virginia. The State of Virzinia ynio, 
takes to mediate upon this question. The Si. 
| of Virginia has invited the other States into eo. 
ference for the purpose of pacification, Now 
what is the attitude of Virginia? Her pos th 
has been distinctly taken, if | understand it ariel, 
and certainly is not misunderstood. Whey eh: 
sent her proposition for pacification to the Senar, 
she distinctly stated her demand; and what yas 
it? Substantially the Crittenden Proposition 
That, she said, would pacify her, and upon that 
proposition she proposed to pacify the country. 

"he peace conference met, and Virginia with it 
Having stated her proposition to the country for 

acification, how has she borne herself? Thy 

onorable Senator from that State has told you 
repeatedly, and has told the country, that she in- 
tended to maintain an armed intervention between 
the Government and the States in rebellion agains: 
the Government of this country; that she had 
raised money; that she had oma her people, and 
that, until it was known whether the non-slave- 
holding States would accept the proposition shy 
intended to put to them, she meant to maintain 
the attitude of. armed intervention between Jy 
Government of this country and the States in 
revolt. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him to which of the Senators from Virginia 
he ascribes that statement? ; 

Mr. MORRILL. I ascribe the statement, that 
Virginia had raised arms and money, to the Sen- 
ator now upon the floor. 

Mr. MASON. That is not all that the Sena- 
tor stated. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
| all 





I did not undertake to state 


Mr. MASON. I understood the Senator to 
say that one of the Senators from Virginia had 
stated here that Virginia had armed herself 1 
order to maintain an armed intervention. 

Mr. MORRILL. I did not mean to ascvili 
that. I meant to say 
| Mr. MASON. The Senator will allow me one 
| moment, in all kindness. 

Mr. MORRILL. Certainly. 

Mr. MASON. What I did say was, accord- 
ing to my recollection, certainly the facts are, 
that Virginia, twelve months ago, appropriated 
$500,000 to arm her people against anti-slavery 
aggression; and at this session of the Legislature, 
a month ago or more, she appropriated $1,000,100 
| more to arm her people against anti-slavery a2 
gression; but I said nothing about an armed in- 
tervention. , 

Mr. MORRILL. I did not intend to ascrive 
to the Senator anything more than that Virginia 
had raised money and had armed her peo)’: 
| What I said in regard to armed intervention, Igot 
from another quarter. The fact I do not under 
stand to be denied any where, and the fact] under- 
stand to be a matter of very general notoriety !! 
the country, that the attitude of Virginia to-day 
is one of armed intervention between the Govern 
ment of this country and the States 1n revolt; thet 
Virginia intends to stand upon that attitude unt! 
she knows whether the North will take re 
osition she proposes. I do not understan¢ = 
there is any doubt about her position, ee 
intends to stand between the Government ane" 
States that are in revolt, in case of coercion °T the 
enforcement of the laws. : ice 

Now, Mr. President, I submit whether, 0°" 
such circumstances, Senators upon the other - 
| of the Chamber can properly urge upon ours” 
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sideration such propositions as these. 1 main- || ive, unlimited despotism. Thatis what you seek || ever be a complete remedy for what you complain L-? 
: rain that the attitude of Virginia in this respect, || to do by this rebellion that you boast has taicen || of. When the Nestor of the Senate has stood 
-s one of menace to the nation; that while she |) seven States out of this Union already. Has it || forth, and lectured us on this side as being the 1 
offers us a proposition, she stands upon her arms | been originated in order to assert the rightsofmen? |! authors of all this difficulty, | have wondered that ‘ E 2 
to see that that proposition Is accepted. No man will pretend it; but it is, I Say again, to || € Man as Wise as he, as patriolle as he is known wh. ae 
So far as this proposition is concerned, of course || overthrow the most equitable Government the || to be, and whose heart is all for the country, has : on 
| shall vote against it. I understand that it would || world ever saw, in order upon its ruins to estab- || fai'ed to discover that the remedies he has ad- f 


supvert the Constitution of the United States; | 


| lish an accursed despotism. Here I will take oc- 
understand that it is an essential change of the 


vised, come infinitely short of the working out the 


wholespirit ofthe Constitution. I understand that 
it would be an entire subversion of the theory of 
the Government, and would incorporate into the 
Constitution a principle entirely foreign, and for 
that reason, of course I should vote against it. I 
have not the siightest objection to come to a vote 
at once upon the proposition which the Senator 
from lilinois seems so desirous to vote upon, and 
| do not suppose that Senators upon this side of 


the Chamber have the slightest objection to vote i] 


upon it at once; and therefore I shall not occupy 
more of the time of the Senate. 


Mr. WADE. 


Mr. President, I do not propose | 


| casion to say, that nothing makes the principles 
of the free States stand out in such glorious con- | 


trast to the others as the fact that you leave us 


|| because your despotism cannot exist in ouratmos- | 

phere. 
i . ' 
to leave us; and I will take occasion to say that | 


I understand the reason that impels you 


it is an exceedingly superficial view of this sub- 


ject that attributes it to anything else than that we | 
of the free States love liberty too much, love jus- | 


tice too well, prize the great principles of free Gov- 
ernment too highly, to have a despotism flourish 
even in our vicinity. Who ever heard of sucha 
case as this before in the history of mankind? 
You complain of us that we have established free 


redress which he seeks. i 


Jut, sir, 1 do not now, at this time of the night, 
intend to go extensively into these speculations; 
and yetI know thatthe real reason of the disturb- 
ance that now agitates this country will never be 
reached or understood, until you look deeply into 
the providence of God and the nature of man. 
You never will find it subject to your paper rem- 
edies. 

But what I wished to say was, that I have been 


|| here, and I have witnessed all the arguments that 


have been made on these great subjects; and I 
have found no reason to change the principles that 


I laid down to direct my action early in this ses- 
sion. | say, then, first, that your complaints from 
the other side against us are all unjustand unwar- . 


at this hour of the niglit to occupy the Senate atany 


? schools; that we have a free press; that we have 
considerable lengta; but as I took occasion very 


free speech; that we love liberty too well. You 


early in this session, and ata very early period of || say you cannot live with us: you will leave us; || ranted. You point to this side, and say to us: is 
this controversy, to define my position, I have | set up a jurisdiction of your own, to escape these || ‘* You, and you alone, have it in your power to 
risen now more to say that I remain of the same || institutions that all other men prize above price. || remedy all these grievances, and to rectify this 


mind that t did then, than for any other purpose 

whatever. 
tis very true that this nation is in the midst 
of a great and unusual revolution, anomalous in || 
its character, and one of which I believe history 
) gives us no account. We have all read of revo- 
luuons arising from the fact that the people were 
oppressed and trampled under foot, beneath the 
power of tyrants, and have risen and exerted their || 
strength in order to relieve themselves from that 
condiuon; but this revolution is entirely of a new 
character. Here has been no act of oppression. 
On the other hand, those that have risen against 


|The complaint made of us, I say again, is that 
| we love liberty, justice, and the rights of man too | 
well. That is the only objection that has been 
made to us on this floor. We have been told over 
| and over again it was not our personal liberty bills, 
| it was not the fact that we would not return your 
fugitive slaves, but it was that we had institutions 
among us where our children were educated to 
hate slavery and oppression. Well, sir, they will 
hate it; and now what are the remedies that you 
propose? They are as diverse as the conception 
of perverted nan. Hardly two of you agree what 
| shall be the remedy. Some want bread pills; some 


| difficulty thatexists between the sections.’’ What, 

sir, have we done? It is marvelous that gentle- 
| men as just and as equitable in general as those 
| Senators are, should constantly accuse us as the 
autliors of those doctrines that have carried a por- 
tion of the States out of the Union. What have 
we done? Is not any man challenged constantly 
to bring in the bill of indictment? Doesany man, 
now, at the close of this session, know of what 
| to complain? The Senator before me [Mr. Wie- 
| FALL] did Jay it down early, ard it was the com- 
| plaintthatI havealready alluded to; for his shrewd 
observation saw that it lay infinitely deeper than ‘ m 


this Government without any provocation, with- || want a little stronger dose; some one thing, and || these bread-pill doctors have imagined. He said 
out any Oppression, without any assignable and || some another. | it was in our free institutions, in our schools, in 
t intelligent cause, have done it not to establish || I believe, in the course of two or three years, or || our love of liberty, and in our hatred of oppres- 


freedom, not to vindicate and assert the rights of 
man, as we have seen in every other revolution of 
which we have read in the range of history; but 
they have raised their arms against the mildest 


even within the period of this session, you have 
proposed not less than five or six remedies for | 
the ills that you now complain of; but let me tell 


sion. There lay the difficulty. It was not com- 
plimentary to his institutions, but it was exceed- 
ingly soto ours, inmy judgment; but,nevertheless, 


and most equitable Government that the world || 


ever saw—a Government so mildly sitting upon 
the shoulders of every citizen that no honest man 
in the whole country would fee! that there was 
any Government. And for what?) A man who 


was not disposed to trespass on the rights of | 


you, that all your contrivances are utterly in 
vain. Inthe human heart lies the difficulty. You 
cannot erect a despotism that will coincide with 
the great free principles of the North. You ask 
us to suppress our convictions of right; youask 
us to transform these most democratic and liberal 
institutions that the world ever saw, and convert 


this was what he described as the disease, and | r 


think he was a shrewder philosopher than most 


who have spoken upon this subject. That being 


so, Sir, you never can remedy it in the way you 
have undertaken. 

I will not boast, for that is weakness; but I 
will say, did you ever hear, Mr. President, or did 


others, living under this glorious Government of 
ours, would never feel that he was under any 
restraint, or hardly that there was a Government, 
except It was that it attended him wherever he 


them into at least a tolerance of tyranny, before 
| they are palatable to you. This being the griev- || 
ance, can it be remedied by your Crittenden 
amendments, or by your peace convention amend- 


you ever read, Senators, of any Republican that ; 
ever was an advocate for the dissolution of these 
States? The whole Democratic party is tainted , 
with this doctrine of rebellion and secession. It 


went, like his shadow—not for his harm, but his | 


protection. It is such a Government as this that 
men have raised their impious arms in rebellion 


against—a strange and anomalous proceeding, || 


most unintelligible to any of us;and yet the cause, 
strange and unusual as It is, is easily discernible 
to a man that investigates our complications, 


Nothing could have induced a people to rise in | 


rebellion with the deliberate purpose of subverting 


a Government like this, except it was the accursed | 
insutution that is now in question, and is now, by | 
the very proposition under consideration, sought 


ments, or by your resolutions, that-we will never 
interfere with slavery in the States; and that the 
Constitution should give you a guarantee to that 
effect? Sir, it is all quackery—all bread pills, one 
as much as the other. 
ease, 


Sir, before you can harmonize with us, you 
’ 


must learn to love liberty, you must learn to re- | 


gard the rights of men, you must cease to place 


| your confidence in the oppression and tyranny of 


any man, or ally person wearing the human form, 


Not one reaches the dis- | 
In fact, the disease now lies deeper than | 
| human ingenuity can devise a remedy for. 


never hasinvaded ourranks. No,sir. Thank God, 
[can stand here in the Senate, and I can challenge 
gentlemen to point me to one single man in the two 
million voters that we assembled at the polls who 
has avowed himself disloyal to the Union of the 
States. What would you not give, sir, if you 


_ could make the same boast on your side of the 
| Chamber? 


1am You are all, nearly all, affected with 
this dissolution disease. It has invaded you in 
every department of this Government; itis rife all 


| over the South; and I fear thatthe North also is not 


; j entirely free from it; but it is in the old Demo- ; 
e. to be spread into regions where it has not yet || however humble he may be. I have heard agreat | cratic party; it is not in ours. Is it not a little a 
ot found a foothold. If this institution leads the || deal said this session about going out ofthe Union, || singular that they who make these complaints . 
r- American citizen to prize so lightly so glorious a |; and then coming back, and reconstructing our re- || have been the constant governors of this country 
2 Government as ours, | ask any reasonable man || lations to each other, so that they shall harmonize, || during all the period of which they complain? Is 


it if it ought to be extended another inch ? and we go on as we formerly went. How shall || it not stranger still, that when States were going "| 


iy Mr. President, I ask if there is anything else 


ihat could so have vitiated the public mind as to 
reduce a Government like this to such a condi- 
tion, unless it was this very institution that gen- 


| 


‘utto spread into regions where it has never yet 
found a foothold? 

_ This revolution, as I have already intimated, 
's new, unheard of in the history of mankind; a 
revolution to overturn such a Government as | 


Uemen stand here not only to defend where it is, | 


| than that. 


that be done? By paper resolutions can you do 
it?) Lask any grave Senator here, accustomed to 
reflect upon the nature and motives of men, can 
mere conventional stipulations on paper remedy 
the defect you complain of? In my judgment it 
is utterly impossible. The disease lies deeper 
The remedy is not there. To recon- 
struct your institutions upon a basis that will be 


| permanent and eternal, as you dream, you will 


have to reconstruct the throne of God, and change 


out of this Union, and it is crumbling to pieces, 


| you charge us, who never yet raised a hostile 
| hand against the Union, with its destruction? 


We never breathed a disloyal breath against the 
Union; and yet we are constantly addressed, til! 


| even my patience is almost exhaused, and Sena- 
_ tors point over here and say that we must dosome- 


thing, or the Union will be dissolved; that is to 
say,we must hold your hands, or you will dissolve 


it. You know full well that we are not disunion- ; 
| ists. You know that we never threaten it. You “ 


‘ave attempted to describe, for the purpose of | 


sails ( ‘ the principles on which he has chosen to govern 
fecting upon its ruins an irresponsible, oppress- 


the world. 


de No plank less broad than that will || know that we promised to vindicate it,even with : 
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d; and yet we have been charged with 
bese the cause of your dissolution, and you sup- 


pose that your disease is so light that even bread. 


} smay cure it, 
; Wit have we 

uld raise your hands : | 
Government of ours, from which you never hav 
received anything but and 
blave you not reecived your full share of all the 
emoluments of the Government, of ali its offic 8, 
and of allits honors? Have you not shared more 
—amply and infinitely more—than we; for this 
have never yet, under 
this Federal Constitution,. had possession ofa 
single office viitof the Government: 

I want this to be reflected upon by gentlemen 
who are dispose d to be candid and just, Are you 
not conscious that this complaint against us is un- 
founded and unjust; that we have done you wrong? 
You are complaining constantly, hourly, here, 
und are going out of the Union. Sir, if you base 
yourself upon the right of revolution, and say 
that you can live happier out of this Union than 
you can in it, and choose to gf: t because you 
cannot live happy under it, Lam nothere to deny 
your right of revolution; but place it upon its 
proper grounds. Do not charge us with being the 
authors of your recreancy to this Government, 
who have never done you wrong, who have al- 
ways been loyal to your Government, whose ben- 
efits have principally been reaped by you; and 
now doctrines are sought to be compromised here. 
W hat is the attitude you occupy towards us that 
you ask us to compromise with you? Have you 
not gone outof this Union, even put yourself in 
military array, taken possession of the fortifica- 
tions of this Government, taken possession of its 
‘Treasury, robbed us ‘Treasury, and turned the 
guns of the fortifications that we have builtagainst 
us? Would you pretend, sir, that the acts of these 
seceding States, ifdone by a foreign enemy, would 
not be war? W hy, sir, it barely amounts to this: 
you have fired upon our flag; you have captured 
our fortifications; you have made prisoners of 
war of our soldiery; and yet you deprecate war 
and plead for peace. Why, sir, war exists to- 
day by the act of these seceding States; and now 
you say, if we undertake to defend the General 
Governmentagainst your depredations, itis a kind 
ot coercion that you will all resist. It amounts 
simply to this: that a State planting herself upon 
her sovereign capacity, has the right to war upon 
the General Government; but the General Govern- 
ment has no right to defend herseif. That is where 
you stand, : 

Mr. President, look at the consequences of this 
doctrine. Look at Florida. Why did we pur- 
chase Florida at the price, I believe, of $5,000,000? 
It was not because the land there was very val- 
uable; for it was not. It was because all military 
men told us, in order to make the general defense 
of the country secure—not Florida—but the Gen- 
eral Government, preparing for the general defense 
and the general welfare, was compelled to pur- 
chase Florida in order to command the entrance 
into the Gulfof Mexico. It would not do for a 
maritime nation like us to permit this strong po- 
sition to fall into the hands of a foreign Govern- 
ment, and therefore we purchased it, more forthe 
purpose of defending the General Government 


I ask again, that 


WwatInst 


’ ror 
do it, y i 


this equitable 


blessings benefits? 


partly 


hhc publican | 


great 


wm the i 


| tegrity of this Union 


than for any intrinsic value there wasin it. What | 


says secession to this? We annexed it and made 
it a territory. Whoever wished to go there and 
take possession of the land, under the mild and 


equitable Government of the United States, had a | 


right to go, and did so; and now, at any period, 
they claim the right, when they are admitted asa 
State, to secede, as they call it, to take possession 
of all that country, and to turn the guns of the 


very fortifications and strongholds for which you | 


have purchased it, without which it would not be 


worth a copper, against you, to the ruin of the 
defense of the nation. 


Sur, if Florida is right in the position that she | 


occupies and which you all maintain, to-morrow 
she may ally herseif with any strong maritime rival 
of ours; and that peninsula which we purchased 


the General Government, may be turned to-mor- | 


row in hostile array against us; nay, sir,may pass 
into the hands of Great Britain, and the fortifica- 
tions we have erected be manned by her soldiery, 
and stand there as a constant dread upon the in- 
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can secede in time of peace, that she can do it also 
intume of war? An invading army lands upon 
your coast, and the State in which it Js ened. 
after you have fortified it for the common defense, 
may secede, surrender herself over to the enemy, 
and turn her guns agamst the Government that 


‘ | 
Do you not see; if a State 


K. 
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| 
any man who will reflect on the consec 


¢ : UChees 
this most absurd and anarchial doctrin 


; we, i. 
any compromise we should appease you o 
now, and you hold these doctrines, what «). 

2 aw a. . > i —s te sh 
we have gained? What guarantee do you 


built the fortifications; a doctrine so absurd that | 


it cannot be true. 


We used to talk about the Monroe doctrine. | 


How long is it since you all stood up asserting 
the Monrve doctrine, that no foreign State should 


have a foothold upon this continent? You would | 
not permit it; and yet your seceding States, if I | 


understand it, have long been seeking to put them- 
selves under the protection of foreign Powers. 
Florida, under your sevession doctrine, can any 
day sell her fortifications to Great Britain, turn 
our ships and our arms that may be there against 
us, and defy the United States, and thus break 
down and destroy the common defense. 

‘The same observations apply with equal force 


| southern confederacy upon such princi 


to Louisiana. Why did you purchase Louisiana? || 


What did they who made the bargain say about 


it?) lt was purchased because it was necessary | 
for the general defense, and in order to obtain the | 


control of the navigation of the Mississippi river. 
They said they must have it at all hazards, and 
at any price; yea,they must have it even against 
their conceptions of their constitutional power to 


do it. Mr. Jefferson purchased it, when he realiy | 


believed, as I believe to-day, that he had no con- 
stitutional power to do it. 
so wide a stretch of the Constitution? 


. . > » ’ . | 
the navigation of the Mississippi and the defense | 


of the country required that, at all hazards, we 
should take possession of it when an opportunity 
offered. We have fortified that river at great ex- 
pense; and now Senators hold that Louisiana 
may go out of the Union, and go back to France, 
of whom we purchased her, to-morrow, or to 
Great Britain, who may send her Packenhams 
there to take possession in peace. Oh, ghost of 
old General Jackson! what would you say of 
these modern Democrats who now declare that 
the city where you won such glory and distinc- 
tion, can be to-morrow surrendered to the enemy, 
and its guns turned against that Union that you 
loved so well? And your degenerate followers 
here say amen to such a doctrine as that! 

Sut it is unnecessary to follow into all its con- 
sequences a doctrine so fraught with utter anar- 
chy and confusion in Government. If there is any 
truth or foundation in the Constitution, or any rea- 
son for any such doctrine, it not only proves that 
you never really hada confederated Government, 
but that you never can have one; because you 
deduce from the nature of confederacies the fact, 
that any State that had joined it, on any pretext 
whatever, may fall back upon what you call her 


sovereignty, and go out, with all these conse- | 


quences resulting from it. Sir, if that doctrine is 
to be established and pass into our institutions as 
settled law, what is yourGovernment worth? It 
would not be worth the parchment upon which it 
is written. Would the General Governmentever 


| dare to build a fortification in a State? 


I know the Senator from Texas [Mr. WigraLt] 
stood forth here and said those fortifications were 
built, not for the general defense, but for the de- 
fense of the States. Where did you find a doc- 
trine like that?) What jurist ever laid it down? 
W hat expounder of constitutional law ever laid it 
down that this confederated Government, in erect- 
ing foriifications, in purchasing the sites on which 
they should be erected, did it for the defense of a 
particular State? Do not misunderstand me. I 
know that the fortification incidentally might bea 
powerful defense to the State in which it was locat- 
ed; but that is only part and parcel of the general 
defense. Why, sir, you may have a fort on a navi- 
gable stream which may cover and, perhaps, de- 


| fend a dozen States from foreign aggression, and 


if 


for the purpose of fortification and protection of 


which was placed there, not any more to bea 
defense to the State in which it was located than 
to any other; and yet it is said one State may take 
possession of it, and convert it to State purposes, 
and the General Government, who had erected it, 
may be put at defiance and weakened by thevery 
power that she had erected for her defense. The 
doctrine is monstrous and absurd, and ought not 
to be argued here. 

But, sir, there is one question that will occur to 


| south, that is erected upon principles so 


pose to give us that at the next se 
gress you will not make the same demand, oy 
increase your demands? Is what youe te 
ernment, founded on such principles ag | 
worthy even of the name? Why, sir i wi 
when you speak of a Government, you on, 
a Power; at all events, capable of its ow 4 
rent energies of maintaining its position a, r = 
taining is status against all aggression. }y) 
ternal and internal; and if it cannot, it og 
worthy of the name. You propos : ot 


Ssion of C 


ail iG 


O ¢rect 


$ as 


these, and you tell us it is to be a formidahlo 
public. Why, sir, any government, 


North 
" loos 
a bare voluntary association of States, is no 
provement upon the savage principle; and y,, 
would be hardly more powerful against ay; Stern 
foe than a tribe of Indians would be. Eyey ; a 
I see that one of these seceding States is mp ik ds 
the same kind of complaints against the coy: 
eracy that they made against us. T 
there that they would be under the yy 
adopting a tariff. They have adopted even i 
old tariff that they used to repudiate and enys. 


They have taken it right out of our book and 


ont 
hey fo é 


CeSSily 


‘ 


acted it into theirs,if T understand itaricht. Ther 
Why did he justify || 


Because | 


have prohibited the African slave trade, wl 
prohibition you said wasastigma upon t| 
holder; that it branded slaveholding with ipfay 
and you would not bear it. T must say § 
Carolina, in my judgment, is about the mos: 
est and sincere State that has left us. Sty 
principles, and she is not even now disposed 
depart from them, even under the fervor of : 
new confederacy. 

But, Mr. President, [ told you at the outse: 
that I did not believe in any of your compro: 


[had seen no good grow out of them. They 


| any principle. 


a constant bone of contention and irritation. The; 
have tended to weaken the bonds of this Conted- 
eracy, from the time they began to patch them 
untilnow. I can trace, and so can any statesma 
here trace, our present difficulties to a compromis: 
that was made, which, in the simplicity of thos 
who made it, was to give union and peace to t! 
Government forever. Sir, | can trace all your 
difficulties to-day to the enactment of that very 
compromise. A compromise is never founded upon 
It cannot be; because if itis really 
a compromise, there are different and conflicts 
principles, of which you give up a little on: 


'| side; and the result is not much harmony ever. |t 
| is a mixing up of good and bad, of right : 


|| the very irritation that made the controversy 
'rankles in the heart even worse generally, alter 


| 
| 


| great 


wrong. You do not settle the controversy, | 
you agree for the time being to abandon it; wh 


the compromise is effected, than it did be for 
Although the old one stood for something hike 
thirty years, that wound was never healed. T! 
nion-saver now, who stands forth to ad )- 
cate the Union, was the first man to lay his violent 


hand upon that compromise, and tear away tat 


bulwark which had guarded our controverst sand 
shielded us from them so long; and now he stanes 
forth and plumes himself as being a great comple- 
miser and anallayer of irritation, Sir, I shall vet 
very soon forget that dark and gloomy period of our 
history when I stood upon the floor of this Sena 

deploring the act that has caused all our woes.» 
you will look back into the history of our d bales 
then, you will find that on that dark and glo my 
night when you repealed that compromise, I pre- 
dicted what would be the result of your doings: 

take no credit as a prophet for doing It. It was 
most obvious what would be the effect of 
told you then, sir, that you would array § 7, 
against section; that there would be nothing vd 
tween but the naked broadsword, one agains: ©" 
other. limplored you then, in God's name, . , 
name of the Union, to stay your hands, = e 
plunge us into woes that we could hardly cone’! ; 
of; but nothing could stay your ambiuion. © 

South, by a recent triumph, had become 0¥' 

whelming here in legislation; they had di mands" 
the sacrifice, and believed thai through the ae 
promising spirit of the North, they could carry 08 


n 
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hat aggression against righ 
ydanger. There sulthasshown greatdanger. It 
i“ n that these who had predicted it might 
.t the dissolution of this Union were true 
et i was among the prophets then, and a 
sod many others were also. Lam speaking ot it 
was acompronuse. How short-sighted are 
Sir,when witha heavy heart L left this Cap- 


is 8 


togo wiay lodgings, towards morning, in ex- | 


vover your fancied triamph you hauled up 


your gui 


»..and gave us, | believe one hundred guns | 


-over our heads as we passed out. Now the | 
~ ec ofthatactare to be seen, disastrous tous and | 


y so to you; disastrous to the country, be- 
cause it sowed the seeds of all the discords of 
which you complain, 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
for a re cess? 
Mr. WADE. 
} do not care. 
Mr. WIGFALL. 
through 
“Mr. WADE. No, sir; Lb had not concluded. 
Senators said they wanted a recess. 1 only gave 
way for that, if they desired to have one. I do 
Lam nearly through with my 


eguall 


Will the Senator give way 


Is the Senator from Ohio 


not want a recess. 
rem uks. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 
or two. 

Mr. WADE. I have no wishes about it. I 
only vielded to the solicitation of others; forI am 
ne arly through. 

Now, leaving all these things, Mr. President, 
and coming down to this fancied compromise, 
since you repealed the other, do you not see that 
this sectional question has broken down every 
sarrier that you have erected? Do you not find 
that your Church organizations, which were ce- 
mented together as strong as any other organiza- 
ions possibly can be, who add to all the other 

onds of the Union that of religious sentiment, 
have been rent in twain by it? 
your American party organized all over this coun- 
iry, north and south,and organized upon the prin- 
‘iple that this controversy aboutslavery should be 
erly ignored; no man of the party should speak 
fit; and they wentto Baltimore, and met in gen- 
eral convention; and there, with this principle upon 
their tongues that it should be ignored, they talked 
of nothing else during that wrangling convention, 
until it broke in two in the middle, and it is laid 
strate and destroyed. On account of the fa- 
cility of modern Democracy, the great Democratic 
nariy stood much longer on this subject than the 
Whig party, which was broken down in 1854, 


I object. 
I wanted to make a remark 


If you want to have a recess, | 


Then there was 


when you repealed the Missouri compromise. | 


‘That was a death-blow to the old Whig party. 
lt never organized again, either north or south. 


Then, at last, lingering doubtful for two or three | 


years more, after the death-wound, even the strong 
phalanx of the Democratic party gave way from 
the same causes, and to-day lies bleeding, pros- 


trate, and dead; for when you speak of the Dem- | 
cratic party north, you speak of a corrupt fac- | 


ion; you cannot pick up the pieces; you cannot 


join them together; and seeing that, you have gone || 


out of the Union; you have left these men in the 
hands of the Republican party. 

We enter Into another compromise? Will it be 
wise to do it? 
lor | know I may cal! him such—believes, against 
the evidence he has, that these compromises have 
some healing and saving efficacy. The history 
ot them, so far as [| know, has been nothing but 
Cisastrous, and that continually; and yet he is all 
azer that we should enter into another, fraught 
with Objection more bitter, detestable, and more 


repudiaved by the North, than any other ever yet | 


“fered. It is supposed that we can take this 
, promise, and that it will make a lasting peace 
vetween us. 

I regret that these things are so as much asany 
“Mier man that talks plainly about them; but I 


Will it probably result in good? | 
| know that my friend here [Mr. Critrenpen]— | 


Will dare to look the condition in which I.am | 


Sst all tts Surroundings, in the face and meet 
ts feulties; and | say to you that the rem- 


ar 's hoLin Compromise. It is in that good old 
rte sutution of our fathers, made in times when 
ui 


perils of the day impelled men to act with less 


seins) > 
*\sliness than they would now. They made 
‘ue Constitution, in 


t and justice without || wise and better than any one likely to be got up 


by a convention at the present day. I stand to 
that old Constitution. I see no place where it 
wants amending, and least of all in the particular 
in which you now, by one of your resoiutions, 
undertake toamend it. Whohas ever contended 
that the Consutution of the United States gave 
power to any State to invade anothe r, or power 
to the General Government to operate in a State 
for the modification or overthrow of its domestic 
institutions? You may read all the papers; you 
may look at the doings of all the conventions of 
the Republican, or old Whig, or Democratic party 
that ever assembled North, and you will not find | 
one single one that asserted, or ever pretended to | 
assert, any such power as that. 
Why, then, stand here so late in the night to 
urge upon us to give guarantees for that which 
no man has pretended could ever be disturbed ? 
Why, sir, we have no more inclination to disturb | 
it in your State than we have the constitutional 
power to doit. Whatdo I care about your do- 
mestic institutions, if you will not put them for- | 
ward to the infringement of my rights? In your 
own borders, they are no more to me than as 
though they existed in England, Ireland, or 
France. 1am not responsible for them. 1 donot 


| believe in your institution; and I should be a lit- 


tle uneasy if I supposed it depended upon my will 


| whether you have it or not; or, if it existed in 


my State, I should not rest an hour before I en- 


| deavored to take such measures as would ulti- 


mately work out its overthrow; but with you, l 
do not concern myself; the Republican party do 
not concern themselves; nor do any other party, 
North or South. The danger is idle; it is fancied; 
it is brought up for some purpose; but has no 
Warrant in the facts of the case. 

But I am told you will fear, notwithstanding 
our protestations. If you will do so against what 


' 1 say to you, it would be undignified in me to 


| then, to heap guarantee upon guarantee. Do you 


give guarantees. When I give my word that a 
thing is not to be done, if a man demands addi- 
tional guarantees I spurn the whole thing, and 
will have nothing to do with it. You ask me, | 


not see, without any intention, that to demand 
any such thing is an implied insult to northern 
honor? When we disavow any such thing, when 


| you cagnot impeach our veracity on this subject 


anywhere, you still stand here saying you do not 
believe us; that we will, after all, set right up over | 
our prostrate word and oath, and violate the Con- 
stitution todo that which we have never attempted 
to do. Sir, it is impossible that the South would 
receive any additional confidence from any such 
second declaration upon this subject. 1 fear, so 
far from it, that they will despise the man who 
will have sucha guarantee wrung from him under 
such circemstances, I cannotdo it. I have given 
you my word. I have given you what is more. 
We have given you more than any man’s word. 


| We have given you the Constitution af the United 


States, which contains in none of its provisions 
anything thatanybody ever construed into a right 
to invade your State, or to intermedule with your 
institutions. You have got a double guarantee 


| there: first, the power was never delegated; and 


| can you have? 


| ark of our safety. 


} | then, negatively, as the power was not delegated 
So you have ended both parties; and now, shall || 


it belongs to you and to your State. What more 
You stand here, then, and ask 
us to give it to you overagain. I say the North 
cannot yield it, consistently with their honor. 
Mr. President, we must come back to the old 
y. We must stand upon the old 
Constitution, and upon the old, time-honored con- 


| structions of that instrument as understood by 


| construction. 


| Marshall, by Story, and the great lights of juris- 


prudence that have investigated and settled almost 
every question that can possibly arise upon its 
I observe, the very moment you 


| undertake to patch it up, the very moment you | 


attempt to gocounter to that, inevitable difficulties 
break in upon you. I do not want it amended. 
I see no defect in it. I am sworn to stand by it, | 
and I will stand by it. I will not ask any State 


| in this Union to alter it, nor commend it to them 


| for alteration, unless you can convince me that 


there is some glaring defect that requires a con- 


| vention to remedy. I seeno suchthing. You do 


| directionin which you now seekaremedy. No,Mr. |, 


not complain that any breach or violation of the 
present Constitution was ever worked out in the 
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guarantees aside, until it shall appear most plain 
and paipable that through the working of this great 
Government, there 1s some real, and not fancied 
defect, thatimperiously demands the remedy of a 
convention to alter orchange that Constitution, | 
am not bigoted to it, Lonly love and revere it as 
the great charter of our liberties, under which we 
have lived and flourished so long; but, neverthe- 
less, if you can show me wherein it has a real, 
palpable defect, Lam the first man that will join 
you in commending it to the States, and asking 
them eicher to empower us, or take it into their 
own hands and provide a remedy; but it has not 
been shown. It is a mere fancied disease, says 
the Senator from Illinois, just such a one as the 
doctors prescribe a bread pill for where there is 
no disease, but a mere fancy. That is an apt 
illustration of it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I did not admit it was a fan- 
cied disease. I said | was under the impression 
that a large portion of the Republican party did 
intend to do this thing; but, if they would come 
up and vote for this joint resclution, it would show 
I expressed 
my conviction, and sa‘d | had been under the con- 
viction that it was real. 

Mr. WADE. Then I can only say, the Sen- 
ator himself was under a delusion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, Mr. President, we 
will test it. In the committee of thirteen, this 
year, the Senator from Ohio, and his colleagues 
on that committee, Republicans, brought forward 
this identical proposition, and voted for it. Did 
they offer a delusion, a cheat, a fraud? They voted 
for it on the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WADE. 1 have said it was under a de- 
lusion that the Senator voted for it. | suppose, 
upon the same principle that the Senator from 
Virginia voted for it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But the Senator from Ohio, 
with his Republican colleagues in the committee 
of thirteen, all voted for this identical proposition, 
word for word. Did they intend it as a cheat 
when they tendered it to us? 

Mr. WADE. Ido not know who it was that 
broughtit upand presented it. It was proper and 
laudable enough to presentit to those who fancied 
they were sick,and could not devise any remedy, 
lt was offered to them to see if, under their delu- 
sion, they would accept it as a remedy, by way 
ofa bread pill. (Laughter.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If you find we will accept 
it, Why not vote for it now, after tendering it; or 
was it tendered in good faith at the time? 

Mr. WADE. It was offered in good faith; but 
nevertheless, it was a bread pill. (Laughter.} 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then | infer the Senator was 
acting in bad faith at the time, trying to cheat the 
committee when he was professing to act in good 
faith with them. 

Mr. WADE. The Senator chooses to use that 
kind of language because it is natural to him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is the way I talk to the 
Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. WADE. If the Senator chooses to im- 
peach men’s motives and deal in that kind of 
slang, he may doso. Itis not proper that 1 should 
reply to it, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will assure the Senator I 
was not impeaching his motives. The record 
shows he tendered it. It was brought into that 
committee; and he and his Republican colleagues 
tendered it, and voted for it on the yeas and nays. 
He says now it is a cheat; and I desire to know 
whether he offered it in good faith, or brought it 
in as a cheat? 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I have explained 
ittoeverybody else. The Senator does not choose 
to take the explanation. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have not heard any. 

Mr. WADE. It was in good faith. We did 
not believe you were laboring under a real dis- 
ease, but a mere fancied one. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Did you believe it when you 
brought it forward ? 

Mr. WADE. I have no doubt of it. I can 
only say, for one, that | voted for it, for the pur- 


| pose of ascertaining whether these—I will not say 


my judgment, infinitely more |! President, let us all learn to throw these additional || why not give it to them? 


lunatics—but those laboring under this fancied 
disease would receive the bread pill as a remedy; 
and if they would, it would be better to let them 
have it. [Laughter.] 


Mr. DOUGLAS. If they will receive it now, 


hoe 


* 
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Mr. WADE. They do not receive it. They | bread pills, or other pills, on this occasion. I had 
are not quite as far gone in Junacy as you take |! 


them to be. [Laughter.] They do not take it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot geta frank answer 
from the Senator. Every Union man, | under- 
stand, on both sides of the Chamber, is willing to 
take it, so far as | know. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 profess to be a Union man; 
but lam not willing to take it. 

Mr. WADE. There are some Union men who 
will take anything. [Langhter.] Mr. President, 


| have seen Union men that would take the Dred | 


Scott decision, that carried slavery into the Ter- 
ritory and fixed there, and demanded its protec- 
tion there; and I can find that the same men, at 
the same time, were contending that the people had 
a perfect right to do justas they pleased about it. 
I can find those who claim that the people really 
have aright in the Territory to frame their own 
domestic institutions just as they please, advocat- 
ing this very amendment, and I do not know but 
they are about to vote forit—certainly they declare 
themselves ready todo it—which makes a consti- 
tutional guarantee that the people never shall 
handle this question at all, that it should go into 
the Territories irrespective of their will, or of that 
of Congress. ‘The same Senator that professes 
that, comes forward with his squatter sovereignty 
bill, and offers it as a substitute to the territorial 
bills 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
question. 
faith, 

Mr. WADE. 
faith, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
the proposition was brought forward, and we 
voted for it. The Senator from Ohio was one of 
those who voted for it, and I think that yesterday 
he voted for it again, under the yeas and nays. 
And now he is impugning the motives of those 
who support the proposition that he himself was 
instrumental in bringing forward, and pretending 


I am not going into that 
Lam merely discussing this in good 


Iam glad to hear it is in good 


ose he was. 
Mr. WADE. 
little more respectful, and | am willing now to 
answer it. Ihave notadmitted it was not in good 
taith when it was brought forward. I have not 
impugned the motives of the Senator in advocat- 
ing itatall; but | certainly did believe, from his 


In the committee of thirteen | 


Well, Mr. President, that is a | 


own argument, that he fancied after all it operated | 
by way of bread pill, whether it wasareal remedy | 


or not; and I stated that I so understood him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
hends what I said. 1 said if it is an imaginary 
evil, then you remedy it. If it isa real evil, it does 
not redress it. 1 was under the impression it 
was real. Others thought it was imaginary. If 
it 18 imaginary, you ought not to do it; if it is 
real, it is our duty to do it. 

Mr. WADE. Well, Mr. President, as to the 
motive | had in voting for it in committee, I had 
nothing to do with getting itup. I did not know 
it was to be offered. 1 had al 
would vote for none of these things. [do not 
believe in any of them; but in that committee it 
was sprung on us ina moment. 


it; but it went on the record. 
particularly about it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator allow me 
to correct his recollection ? 

Mr. WADE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It was brought up one day 
as part of the Crittenden proposition, and on that 
day the Senator voted against it. The nextmorn- 
ing the Senator, with the Senator from New York, 
|Mr. Sewarp,] the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. 
Gaimes,| and the other Republican member of 
the committee, retired and consulted. They came 


not been led to see where the disease was. Just 
before that, | demanded of all Senators on that 
side to specify and show wherein these grievances 


| 


j 


BE. 


|| the slaveholding States.’ 


| 


consisted that impelled them to leave the Union. | 
I was not able to findthem. Now, when this very | 


harmless proposition (for it was to end in a com- 


mittee) was presented, | was willing to try it there | 


with the Opposition. They rejected it toa man, 
and so we dropped it. I believe there was no 
Senator on that side of the Chamber who voted 
for it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Of the committee of thir- 


| teen? 


Mr. WADE. 
thirteen. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
will read the vote. 

Mr. WADE. I mean of the southern gentle- 
men who were to be appeased by it. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 will read the vote: 


* Those who voted inthe affirmative are, Messrs. Bigler, 
Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Doolitde, Douglas, Grimes, 
Hunter, Powell, Seward, and Wade.” 


Mr. WADE. 


Yes, sir; of the committee of 


I beg your pardon, sir. I 


, rect. 


_ as in furtherance of the reasons that j 


I supposed they had not voted | 


for it; but Ido not recollect much, and care but | 


little about it. What happened in that commit- 


tee was when I had not reflected upon the subject | 
and cared nothing about it. I have reflected now | 
a good deal upon it since it was brought in here. | 


I now think it ts like planting a thirty-two-pounder 
to killa fly. 
assert and to put into the Constitution precisely 


| what is in it now; for I think, with the Senator 


from Virginia, that, whenever a convention assem- 


bles to alter the Constitution, 1 do not care when | 


or where, they must be invested with the same 


power that any preceding one had. It is not in 


| the nature of things that one convention can tie 


the hands or lessen the power of one that is to 
come after it. It is like a legislative body. We 


can pass no laws here that a subsequent Legisla- 


. »f | ture cannot repeal, because they all sit with equal 
at the time that he was in good faith; and I sup- | 


powers; and I suppose it is precisely so in a con- 
vention. It is true that has to be ratified by the 


States; but the same process that could make it | 
ean alter it. Thatis what I hold, whether it shall | 


be done in a convention or in States; and I cannot 


believe that there is any statesmanship in devis- 


ing a remedy like this for an evil like this: that || 


States as large as empires are about to give up the 


| organization and the institutions under which sev- 


ready said that [| 


‘| honor. 


back, and one of them presented this amendment, | 


as he stated, on behalf of the whole of them. The 


yeas and nays were calied; and then, after one | 


night's reflection, he voted for it on the call of the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. WADE. I do not remember anything 
about my attention being called to it at the time 
I voted for it. 
have no doubt the Senator has stated it as it ap- 


I do not remember the record. 1 | 


pears in the record; but the amendment was gotten | 


up by somebody else; my principle being that I 
would not make myself a party to any of these 


No; the Senator misappre- | 


eral generations have happily lived and passed 
away, barely upon the ground that there is afancy, 
an shes, that some day some generation may arise 
and do that of which they admit there has been 
no present danger, and chere has been no past 
evil. 

I do not believe, sir, that States go out of this 


| Union, dissolve their connection, and turn their 


arms againstthe mother country, on such grounds 
as these. 1 do not believe itis a remedy. I be- 
lieve it is a bread pill; and if you have a disease 
any sterner than would be cured by a bread pill, 
this is no remedy for it. Sir, a statesman would 
not devise it. I admit frankly that I am not dis- 


t | posed to enlarge this institution of slavery. I will 
I gave it my | 
assent; and immediately afterwards, on a mo- | 
ment’s reflection, | declared | wouid not vote for | 
I had no motive | 


not do so; but, if I pretended to doit, | would not 
attempt to slink from it. If I stood here to give 

ou a remedy, you should have it. Ido not be- 
ieve in it. It is good for nothing, in my judg- 
ment. J think this: that while it oeell be an 
impeachment of northern honor to submit to it, it 
would be no remedy in the mind of the South— 
not a particle. You humiliate us, and do no good; 
and I cannot be humiliated, even if it would do 
good. I am willing to compromise anything but 
We stand on a point of honor, and that 
I will never grant you. 

I ask the Senator from Massachusetts to read 
a paragraph from a speech of the Senator from 
Illinois, in confirmation of what I have said with 
regard to the power of a constitutional convention, 
because the idea that this remedy shall never be 
altered I do not think means anything. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the paragraph 
the Senator from Ohio has requested me to read 
is this, in a speech of the Senator from Illinois: 

“If you had exhausted your ingenuity in devising a plan 
for the express purpose of increasing the apprehensions and 
inflaming the passions of the southern people, with the 
view of driving them into revolution and disunion, none 


could have been contrived better calculated to accomplish 
that object, than the offering of that one amendment to the 


. Constitution, and rejecting all others which are infinitely 


Here is a proposition barely to re- | 





more important to the safet 
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Y and domestic tranquitiit, t 


Mr. WADE. 1 believe that doctrine js cor. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. That is ve 
the passages before and after that, and they 
give the whole point of it, and give ita dit ae 
application. 1 was arraigning them fo, — 
that, and not going for any othe 
am for this and for the other. 
them all in one, I will take them o 
those that are advocating this, on this Side of 4) 
Chamber, are advocating constitutional ha ao 
tees. Besides, since then, that side of the Ch oo 
ber have abandoned the whole doctrine of... 
ference in the Territories, and presented oa 
different question. po 
Mr. WADE. I believe that doctrine is q yory 
sound doctrine; and I was about to enter . a : 
to vote against this resolution. In oe 
if you can carry this resolution of the House... 
I suppose you oy will, and submit it to ¥s,, 
States, you will keep up a constant agitation aneee 
it during all the next election; you will cal! publie 


ry true; but take 


for £Oing for 
T Proposition, | 
If I cannot ge 


ne ata time; by: 


t 
\ 


attention to it; you will keep up Public excite. 


_ment. You can only allay excitement by 


said then, anywhere. 


| ter upon it again. 


, : ermit- 
ting the subject to drop, and not eternally co 


itup. In my judgment, it is dangerous; jt js j, 
finitely worse than nothing, because it tends to ay 
eternal, continual agitation, and consequent irrita. 
tion upon this subject. > 

Now, sir, | am about to leave this subject. | 
did not intend to be half as tedious and long as | 
have been, when I rose. I intended barely to res 
affirm the doctrine that I laid down at the opening 
of this session, at a very early period. I have 
seen no occasion to depart one inch from what | 
I believe it was the true, 
sound doctrine of the Constitution. I there treated 
of this subject called coercion; and J will not en- 
I believe I have laid it down 
as it is justified by the Constitution and the laws, 
This doctrine*of secession, which i touched upon 
then, appears more palpably absurd to me the 
more | investigate it. Now, f will say to the great 
Republican party: you are the only party in this 
country who stand forth as the bold defenders of 


| the doctrines of the early fathers of the Constitu- 


tion. There is no one but you that still upholds 
the ark of the covenant of American liberty. Al! 
other parties are in a conspiracy to strike it down 
everywhere. Your strong armsand stout hearts 
are all that can bear it through in its integrity as 
it was laid down by the fathers of the Constitu- 
tion. We are the only party that assert the doc- 
trines of the good old Declaration of Independ- 
ence. Other parties have turned many of those 
doctrines to ridicule; have trifled with them all, 
undermining every principle of free Government 


| which they had erected for the defense of liberty, 


and asa barrier against tyranny. Let us, theo, 
act like men having this mighty charge, The eyes 
of the world are upon us in this great controversy; 
and the hopes of many nations now struggling for 
freedom and the rights of man are looking wi! 
intense interest to see how this great controversy 
shall be decided. Their hopes are elevated or 
depressed just as they find that this great Repub- 
lican party is to triumph or to sink in the great 
controversy in which it isengaged. | say agai", 
Senators, on you is the peril and the honor of car 
rying through the great doctrines of the fathers. 
Live or die, sink or swim, I will stand by them 
in their integrity and all their pristine glory. 


THANKS TO THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. FOOT. I rise to offer a resolution, od 
ask unanimous consent for that purpose. ; 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I object to everything un 
this joint resolution is disposed of. * 
Mr. FOOT. The Senator from Illinois will net 
object when he knows the character of the res? 
Jution. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
for information. : 
Mr. FOOT. It is the usual resolution of cou’ 
iding Officer. ‘ 
0 DOUGLAS. There will be time enous" 
to do that; but when Senators are talking agai"! 
time é 
Mr. LANE. It will nottakea minute. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. | do not think it is f" Pe 
those who are trying to prevent a vole, te $f 


I am willing to hear it read 
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+hrough resolutions by unanimous consent, taking 
up time. I shall not object, however, if it isa 
matter of courtesy. J 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Potx in 
the chair.) uUtton | : 
Vermont will be read for information. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resoived, That the thanks of the Senate are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to Hon. Jon C, Brecxrnripee, for the 


able, dignified, and impartial manner in which he has dis- 
eharged the laborious duties of the chair during the term 
of his presiding over this body. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I withdraw the objection. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President 





_THE 


The resolution of the Senator from | 


Mr. PUGH. Will my friend from Texas allow | 
me to ask a favor; perhaps it is the last favor I | 
shall ask of the Senate? 1 moved yesterday morn- | 
ing to take up a resolution relating to our own | 
organization, to fulfilla duty which we owe to the | 


clerks of the standing committees, which was 
superseded by the privileged question raised by 


{ Y 
the Senator from Massachusetts, I hope there 


will be no objection to taking up that resolution | 


now. 

Mr. GRIMES. I object. 

Mr. PUGH. Very well. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Texas 
will permit me to make a short explanation / 


Mr. WIGFALL. I yield. 


Mr.GWIN. Iidesire to make a short personal i! 


explanation, as lam going out of the Senate, and 
shall not be here many.hours tonger. In the run- 


ning debate which took piace here in regard to the | 


overland mail, there were some things said that 
make it necessary for me to put it on record, that 
I did not intentionally misrepresent my colleague 
when I made a statement in answer to the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. Qn the 18th of Feb- 


ruary, my colleague made the following argument | 


in favor of the House amendment to the post route 
bill with reference to the overland mail: 


** Now, what is the argument against thé amendments of 
the House of Representatives? My colleague says that he 
does not believe this service can be carried under the 


House amendment, over the central route. and the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads of the Senate are | 


of his opinion ; that they are not satistied of this, and there- 


and myself, the record willshow that the statement 
I then made to him was correct, to wit: that I 
never did say that I believed that the entire mail 
could be carried for $800,000 on the central route. 
When I made the statement which has been used 
by my colleague, the bill then pending ieft the 
Batterfield line untouched, for which the Govern- 
ment was paying $600,000 per annum, and which, 
running semi-weekly, would haye carried from 
two to three thousand pounds of letter matter per 
week; and while it continued I had no doubt there 


_ were persons, as I then said, who woul. bid for 


the central route for the sum of $800,000; at least 
I had been so informed. 

As to their performance of the contract, I stated 
to the Senator from New Hampshire, when asked 
by him—it is true, not in public debate—I could 
not vouch, because I was unacquainted with the 


staging business. The Senator from New Hamp- | 


shire, in his opposition to Senator Witson’s | 
amendment to consolidate the Butterfield and cen- | 


tral lines, at an expense of $1,000,000, sought to 
reduce the sum even below a million dollars, by 
representing that I had stated it could be done for 
$800,000. 


made no such statement; because he ignored en- | 
| tirely the fact that the Butterfield line was, by 


Senator Witson’s amendment, to be abolished, 


| which would have carried a portion of the mail 


matter, as I have before stated. 

Mr. GWIN. Ido not intend to deny that that 
is what my colleague said; but in stating to the 
Senator from New Hampshire what iy colleague 
said 


Mr. LATHAM. 





Allow me. In stating in 


| the debate upon the post route that the service on | 


fore they Want a committee of conference of the two | 
branches, to be satisfied of this fact. Sir, l ask, how on | 


earth is Congress ever to be satisfied that it cannot be done, 


until the effort is made, as provided in the House amend- | 


ments to this bill? Whom are you going to consult? Nota 
parcel of speculating contractors, who hang around your 
galleries ; they are not the men who are alone to be con- 
sulted in this matter. I know that responsible gentlemen 
have stated to me that the service can be performed, and 
that they will bid for it. I do not take their word for it. 

“Mr. Gwin. Who are they? 

“Mr. Laruam. Iam not here to be catechised.’* 

I did not hear that remark of my colleague, or 
I should have said something about it then; but 
it is reported in the proceedings. As it is past, I 
have nothing now to say in regard to that response 
of his. On the 28th of February, the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hae] made the fol- 
lowing statement: 


“The House of Representatives sent here a proposition 


to make a contract, at $800,000 year. fora daily mail; and | 


I have been besieged, day in and day out, assured that it 


could be done for that; and when that bill came here, if [ | 


am not mistaken, both the Senators from California were 
in favor of taking it up and passing it, on the ground that 
we could get a daily service for $800,000 a year.” 

| am reported to have here interposed and said, 
(which is correct,) ‘*Oh, no. My colleague said 
that; | never did.’’ And then my colleague ex- 
clamed: ** He is mistaken about me. 1 never 
said any such thing.’’ 

So far as L am concerned, I was acting on what 
my colleague had said before. I had never said 


what the Senator from New Hampshire supposed, | 


} 
but L thought my colleague had. Inasmuch as 
these matters go upon the record of the Senate, 


Butterfield line being continued, I never said 


(because I never so believed) it could be done | 
unless you gave the contractors the poreree of 


sending the printed matter by steamship. 


Mr. GWIN. 


| the central route could be done for $800,000, the | 


tion to the fact, that when I remarked, ‘* my col- | 


league said that; I never did,’’ and my colleague 
said, ‘‘ he is mistaken about me; | never said any 
such thing,’’ | made my statement because of the 
previous statement which I understood him to 
make, that responsible parties would take the 
contract for $800,000. asin desired to show 
that I had not made my statement without some 


| responsible basis for it, at least. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution (H. R. No. 80) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole; and 


the Senator from Texas is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I think I 


can say with truth, that this is positively my last | 
appearance on these boards. 


I would have made 
that pledge last night, but it is said that a certain 


place not mentionable to ears polite is filled with | 


good intentions. I trust that the Senator from 


| Ohio [Mr. Wane} will have this sin placed on his 


shoulders,noton mine. I was utterly astonished 
to see the Senator rise here and eharge upon the 
Democratic party the offense, and he seemed so 
to regard it, of containing all the elements of se- 


' cession, disruption of the Union, rebellion, resist- 


ance to the Government, &c. Why, sir, the 


| Senator from Ohio himself, in the State of Maine, 


in the year 1855, is reported to have used this 
language: 

‘“ There was no freedom at the South for either white or 
black. He would strive to protect the free soil of the 


| North from the same blighting curse. There was really no | 


and | may be supposed to have misrepresented | 


him, I will say that I was merely alluding to what 


9800,006 a vear. 
Mr. LATHAM. When my colleague com- 


menced his 
the | 


first said. | am indebted to the kindness of the 


piaator from Massachusetts in being permitted to | 
ear the latter portion of his remarks. In relation | 


to the 


controversy which occurred a few days 
Bince " b 


tween the Senator from New Hampshire 


personalexpianation, | wasaslee upon 
ounge, and therefore did not hear what he | 


| union now between the North andthe South. He believed 
| that no two nations upon the earth entertained feelings of 


more bitter rancor towards cach other than theve two sec- | 
|| tions of the Republic. The only exivation of the Union, | 


therefore, was to be found in divesting it entirely from all 


taint of slavery. There was no union with the South. Let | 
us have a Union, said he, or let us sweep away this rem- | 


| nant which we calla Union. I go for a Union where all 
had occurred before, whan he said gentlemen — 
had told him that the maii could be carried for | 


men are equal, or fur no Union at all. I go for right.” 


If that is not tolerably strong secession and 


_disunion sentiment, I am suffering under the in- 


ability to understand the meaning of the English 
language. 

Mr. WADE. I ask the Senator if he does not 
believe that every word of it js true? 


Mr. WIGFALL. lanswer with all frankness 


| that I do, so far as the irrepressible conflict be- 
tween the two sections is to be considered; and 
hence itis that | am now, and have for a long 
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time past, been utterly opposed to quack med- 
icines. 

Mr. WADE. If the Senator will let me, [ 
propose to say here, what I have frequently said, 
that I believe that speech of mine was not reported 
by a regular reporter; and I never supposed that 
the person who did report it took it down right 
at the time. The language was modified from 
what it is there, Uthink. I have always held so. 
I think it is a little different from what | spoke. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I never have seen any de- 
nial of the Senator. I recollect, in the canvass 
of 1856, having used it very frequently in speeches 
in my own State, and supposing that Cluskey’s 
text-book had everything in it which anybody 
wanted to have, I sent for the text-book; and 
looking under the title of ** Abolitionists and Re- 
publicans,’’ [ found the very sentence which I 
was looking for. ‘That is all [ know about it. 

Mr. WADE. It was so reported; but the first 
time I ever knew it was so reported, I stated what 
I have said now, that I did not think it was cor- 
rectly reported. I do not think so now; and I 


| stated so to Mr. Cray, of Alabama, here, on one 


Ll answered him as I did: that I had |, 


occasion. 


Mr. WIGFALL. 


The Senator was certainly 


| so understood in Maine, and he was so reported 
| inthe Boston Atlas. That is the paper from which 


this extract is taken. From 1855 to 1861, the Sen- 


| ator has been so understood throughout the entire 


iimits of the southern country. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it did strike me as a little singular that 
the Senator should have risen here and denounced, 


| with some degree of acrimony and bitterness, dis- 
union sentiments, and complained that we had 


produced the whole difficulty. Now, sir, a gross 
injustice has been done that Senator by the party 


| which he so ably, and 1 will add so faithfully, 


represents upon this floor. He is, in fact, the real 
author of the irrepressible-conflict doctrine. The 


| Senator from New York, in 1858, dressed the idea 


I only wanted to call the atten- || 


| 1 want made. 


| have made it. 


| was not intended to be understood. T 


it to the hope. 


| Ohio. 


in that phraseology, and got the credit for it. In 
1860, it was understood that one Abraham Lin- 
coln was the author; and persons in the northern 
States and in the Republican party not being so 
well informed, nor having so closely scrutinized 
their writings and speakings as we further south 
have done, were ignorant of the fact that there 
wasa double plagiarism—first by the distinguished 
Senator from New York, who copied it from the 
Senator from lilinois; but the Senator from Lili- 
nois had stolen the thunder of the Senator from 
He is the real irrepressible conflict man; 
the genuine bona fide sarsaparilla Dr. Townsend. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. You do not mean * the Sen- 
ator from Illinois,’? but Mr. Lincoln. 

Mr. WIGFALL. The President elect; he was 


| not the Senator; no, he was not elected to the 


Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is the only correction 
[ Laughter. } 
Mr. WIGFALL. Certainly, I am glad to 
I did not allude to you, of course; 
L was speaking of Abraham. [{Laughter.] Now, 
sir, the Senator from Ohio has paid me the com- 
pliment of saying that I am the only physician 
who has discovered the disease under which the 
body-politic is suffering. I feel flattered by the 
compliment, and will not deny the soft impeachi- 
ment. [Laughter.] I have been for some time 
laboring under that impression. I think that 
bread pills will not cure; and that ia this case, 
after death has literally come, the doctor and some 
of those who are now officiating are the very m- 
dividuals who have produced death. That | be- 
lieve further to be true. If there is, Mr. Presi- 
dent, any class of men in this country who are 
more responsible for the present disruption of this 
Union than another class, it is that class of men 
who are called ‘* Union-savers.’’ They have been 
dealing with people as though the people had no 
sense; they have been getting up their quack 
medicines; they have Leen compromising, aud 
couching their compromises in language which 

<i have 

made compromises and platforms which may be 
construed one way at the North and another way 
at the South; and while they have kept the word 
of promise to the ear, they have invariably broken 
There ought to have been no irre- 
pressible conflict in ourGovernment between slave 
labor and hireling labor, between the free white 
States and the free negro States. Senators hay: 
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a cant, short way of talking of the slave States. 
There are no slave States; there are some States 
in which negroes are held as slaves, and in which 
white men are held as freemen; some States in 
which negroes black boots and white men do not 
drive carriages. ‘There are other States in which 
white men black boots and wear liveries, not the 
entire class, not the respectable class, not the 
farming class of the country, not the bone and 
sinew of the country; but those States may, with 
ames be called the hireling States of the 

Jnion; the others, the slave States if you please ; 
or, a8 in some of the States, negroes are slaves 
and white men are free, and in others negroes are 
free and white men perform menial services, I 
suppose the better application would be ‘* the free 
white States’’ and the ** free negro States.’’ So 
much for that. 

I desire to pour oil on the waters, to produce 
harmony, peace, and quicthere. It isearly in the 
morning, and | hope 1 shall not say anything that 
may be construed as offensive. [rise merely that 
we may have an understanding of this question. 
It is not slavery in the ‘Territories, it is not ex- 
pansion, which is the difficulty. If the resolution 
which the Senator from Wisconsin introduced 
here, denying the right of secession, had been 
adopted by two thirds of each branch of this de- 

artment of the Government,and had been ratified 
= three fourths of the States, | have no hesita- 
tion in saying that, so far as the State in which I 
live and to which 1 owe my allegiance is con- 
cerned, if she had no other cause fora disruption 
of the Union taking place, she would undoubtedly 
have gone out, ‘The moment you deny the right 
of self-government to the free white men of the 
South, they will leave the Government. ‘They 
believe in the Declaration of Independence. They 
believe that— 


**Governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed; that, when- 
ever any form of government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute a new Government, laying its foundation 
op such principles and organizing its powers in such form 
us to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness.’”’ 


That principle of the Declaration of Independ- 


ence is the one upon which the free white men of | 


the South predicated their devotion to the present 
Constitution of the United States; and it was the 
denial of that, as much as anything else, that has 
created the dissatisfaction in that section of the 
country. There is ro instrument of writing that 
has ever been written that has been more misap- 
prehended and misunderstood and misrepresented 
than this same unfortunate Declaration of Inde- 
pendence,and no set of gentlemen have ever been 
so slandered as the fathers who drew and signed 
that declaration. If there was a thing on earth 
that they did not intend to assert, it was thata 
negro was a white man. As I said here a short 
time ago, one of the greatest charges they made 
against the British Government was, that old King 
George was attempting to establish the fact prac- 
tically that all men were created free and equal. 
They charged him in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence with exciting their slaves to insurrec- 
tion. ‘Thatis one of the grounds upon which they 
threw off their allegiance to the British Parlia- 
ment. Another great misapprehension is, that 
the men who drafted that Declaration of Inde- 
pendence had any peculiar fancy for one form of 
government rather than another. They were not 
fighting to establish a democracy in this country; 
they were not fighting to establish a republican 
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No, sir; they entertained no such absurd idea. | 


Not one of them entertained it; but they say that 
George III was a prince whose character was 
‘** marked by every act which may define atyrant,”’ 
and that therefore he was ** unfit to be the ruler 
ofa free people.”? Had his character not been 


so marked by every quality which would define | 
a tyrant, he might have been the fit ruler of a free | 


GLOBE. 


people; ergo, a monarchical form of government | 


was not incompatible with civil liberty. ‘That 
was clearly the opinion of those men. Ido not 
advocate it now; for I have said frequently that 


| we are wiser than our fathers, and our children 


will be wiser than we are. One hundred years 


hence, men will understand theirown affairs much | 
We understand our affairs || 


better than we do. 
better than those who preceded us one hundred 
vears. But what I assert is, that the men of the 
Revolution did not believe that a monarchical form 
of government was incompatible with civil lib- 
erty. What I assert is, that when they spoke of 
‘fall men being created equal,’’ they were speak- 


'ing of the white men who then had unsheathed 


their swords—for what purpose? To establish 


| the right of self-government in themselves; and 


when they had achieved that, they established, 


| not democracies, but republican forms of govern- 


ment in the thirteen sovereign, separate, and in- 
dependentcolonies. Yet the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence is constantly quoted to prove negro 
equality. Itproves no such thing; itwas intended 
to prove no such thing. 


‘from Massachusetts (Mr. Choate) spoke of as 


contained in the Declaration of Independence, one 


1 of them at least—about all men being created 


| year 1745, when the last of the Stuarts, called ** the | 


equal—was not original with Mr. Jefferson. I 
recollect seeing a pamphlet called the Principles 
of the Whigs and Jacobites, published about the 


Pretender,” was striking a blow that was fatal to 
himself, but a blow for his crown,in which pam- 
phlet the very phraseology is used word for word, 
and letter for letter. [have not got it here to-night. 
I sent the other da 


it, but could not find it; it was burnt, I believe, 


with the pamphlets that were burnt some time | 


ago. That Mr. Jefferson copied it or plagiarized 


| it,is not true, [ suppose, any more than the charge 


that the distinguished Senator from New York 


| plagiarized from the Federalist in preparing his 
_ celebrated compromising speech which was made 


| here a short time ago. 


Itwas the cant phrase of 
the day in 1745, which was only about thirty 


| years previous tothe Declaration of Independence. 
¢ . . . 
| This particular pamphlet, which I have read, was 


published; others were published at the same time. 
That sort of phraseology was used. There was 
a war of classes in England; there were men who 
were contending for legitimacy; who were con- 


| tending for the right of the Crown being inherent, 


form of governmentin this country. Nothing was | 


further from their intenuon. 


Alexander Hamil- | 


ton, after he had fought for seven years, declared | 
that the British form of government was the best | 
that the ingenuity of man had ever devised; and | 
when John Adams said to him, ** without its cor- | 


ruptions;”’ **why,’’ said he, ** its corruptions are 
Its greatest excellence; without the corruptions, it 
would be nothing.”’ In the Declaration of Inde- 


pendence, they speak of George 111] after this fash- | 


ion, They say: 
**A prince whose character is thus marked by every act 


which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free || 


people.”’ 


Now, I ask any piain common sense man what 
was the meaning of that?) Was it that they were 


opposed toa monarchical form of government? | 


Was it that they believed a monarchical form of 
government was wcompauble with civil liberty? 


and depending on thewill of God, ** the divine right 


of kings,”’ for maintaining a hereditary landed | 
aristocracy; there was another party who were | 
contending against this doctrine of legitimacy, and | 


the right of primogeniture. These were called 
the Whigs; they established this general phrase- 


ology in denouncing the divine rightand the doc- | 


trine of legitimacy, and it became the common 
phraseology of the country; so that in the obscure 


county of Mecklenburg, in North Carolina, a dec- | 
laration containing the same assertions was found | 


as in this celebrated Declaration of Independence, 
written by the immortal Jefferson. Which of us, 


I ask, is there upon this floor who has not read | 


and reread whatever was written within the last 
twenty-five or thirty years by the distinguished 
men of this country? But enough of that. 

The Senator from Ohio says, very justly, that 
these matters cannot be compromised in this way. 


The Senator from New York, twelve years ago, | 


deciared that it was the duty of the people of the 


North to abolish slavery; he then said they must | 
teach hatred of it in their schools, and preach it | 


in their pulpits; they must teach their people to 
hate slavery. He has accomplished that; and they 
now not only hate slavery, but they hate slave- 
holders. As I said before, there ought not to 


| have been, and there did not necessarily result 
| from our form of government, any irrepressibie 


| 
| 


|| conflict between the slaveholding and the non- 
Nothing of the sort was ne- | 
Strike out a single clause in the Con- | 


slaveholding States. 
cessary. 
stitution of the United States, that which secures 


The ** glittering gener- | 
alities’’ which a distinguished former Senator | 


to the library to try and find | 


| which preferred a monarchical form of 
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to each State a republican form of ita 
and there is no reason why, under pree i 
a Constitution as we have, ma. 
narchica! and States that ave republican..." 
live in peace and quiet. They Gemietiace, 
gether for common defense and ger, ral welt 
each State regulating its domestic coneorne « 
own way; those which preferred a r ar 
form of government mainiaining it, ang , 


ly < 








@ vy 


» and thos: 
£OVernmen: 
SMall Starx 
live togeth, 


maintaining it. But how longcould 
with different forms of government 
confederated for common defense and « 
welfare, if the people of one section wer, _ 
to the conclusion that their institutions yw, we het 
than those of the other, and thereupon ati 
way set about subverting the institutions os 
other? 

That the people of the North shall conaa 
themselves as more blessed than we, more o. 
ized, and happier, is not a matter at which) y» 
would complain at all, if they would only con 
themselves with believing that to be the fact. by 
when they come and attempt to propaeandize. an4 
insist that we shall be as perfect as they imaoi. 
themselves to be, then it is that their cood ou». 
ion of themselves becomes offensive to ys. Let 


hs of ¢! 


| my neighbor believe that his wife is an ange] anis 
| his children cherubs, I care not, though | yo: 


|, know he is mistaken; but when he comes impor. 





| day after day, hear the demerits of your wife and 


| tinently poking his nose into my door every ino 


ing, and telling me that my wife is a shrew a) 
my children brats, then the neighborhood beeoy 


| uncomfortable, and if I cannot remove him, | wy)! 


remove myself; and if he says to me, * you s) 
not move, but you shall stay here, and you s) 
children diseussed,’’ then I begin to feel a liu 
restive, and possibly might assert that great or- 
ginal right of pursuing whatever may conduce to 
my happiness, though it might be kicking him 
out of my door. If New England would only 
content with the blessings which she imagines : 
has, we would not disturb her in her happiness; 
but she insists, with that puritanical — 

Mr. FOSTER. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask a question? When he has said thatthe & 
ator from Ohio was responsible for all this d 
trine, I ask why charge New England? | ask 
whether it is kind to give the Senator from 0! 
all the credit for this matter, and then charge it 
New England? [Laughter.] 

Mr. WIGFALL. Certainly; I will explain 1 
easily enough. You know the leader of y 
party, the Senator from New York, said a short 
time ago, and it is true, | believe, that the M 
sachusetts school of politics’® has spread; and so 
far as Ohio is concerned, I believe that the $ 
from which the Senator who last interrupted 
comes, Connecticut, is responsible for the politics 
of Ohio. I have heard something about ‘*! 
Connecticut Reserve” in Ohio; and that, |b lieve, 
has been the hot-bed of all the fanaticism of Lin! 
country. The mere expression of ‘the irrepresst 
ble conflict’? was credited first to Mr. Lincoln ,an¢ 
then to Mr. Sewarp, and then to the Senator trom 
Ohio;butthis doctrine of perfectibility in the peop 
of the free States is of New England origin. It 
began before your Revolution; long before thet 
It began when Charles lost his throne. I thir kn 
began before his time. Old John Knox start", 
and then it gotdown into England. They! 
Cromwell io cut off their King’s head. : 
that, better than even the Puritans, they wereca'’® 
Independents; then they were called fifti-mor 
archy men; and then Cromwell had to run tem 
out of England; and then they went over in 
Holland, and the Dutch let them alone, but wows 
not let them persecute anybody else; and then try 
got on that ill-fated ship called the recat 
and landed on Plymouth Rock. [Laughter.| / oA 
from that time to this they have been kicku sup 
a dust generaliy, and making a muss — > 
they could put their fingers in the pie. {Laugh slot 
They confederated with the other States in : a 
to save themselves from the power ot yey 
George I1; and no sooner had they 0% rid is, 
than they turned in to persecuting their neigh” 
Having got rid of the Indians, and witches, sell 
Baptists, and Quakers in their country; oe 
ing us oar negroes for the love of gold, the sagt 
steaiing them back for the love of God. I nde 
ter.) That is the history as well as} ¥"* 
stand it. 
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There was properly no irrepressible conflict 
perween the slaveholding States and the non- 
volding States. They could have lived long 
rfeet peace and amity. We could have had 
«: they could have had none; we never at- 
ed to thrust them upon them. We never 
wished to carry our institutions among them. But 
when we acquired common territory, we said, 
Gihat territory belongs to us in common with 
y > When the Mexican war broke out, we 
iad to settle the question by the sword; and the 
aveholding States, with about one third of the 
nonutation of the Umion, furnished two thirds of 
‘he army; with double our population, you fur- 
shedabout twenty thousand men; with half your 
aon, we furnished forty thousand. ‘The 
erritory was acquired. You told us we should 
1 ¢o there; that the air was tvo pure in Utah to 
breathed by slaves, but polygamists might live 
there. That did not offend the northern sentiment 
ef morality. So this thing has gone on. 

The Senator from Ohio to-right spoke of the 
Constitution as expounded by ‘that eminent 
iurist, Judge Story.”’ Judge Story was an emi- 
ent man in the way of making books. He made 
a great many of them. I am not going to detract 
from him, nor discuss his character here at this 
hour of the morning; but I will say, that if there 
was a man nextto the Union-savers who is more 
responsible for a dissolution of the Union than 
every other man who ever lived, that man is Joseph 
Story; and if | were going to propose a compro- 
mise by which this Union would be saved, I would 
just provide an amendment to the Constitution 
vesting in Congress the power to make an appro- 
priation to buy up all the commentaries on the 
Constitution written by Joseph Story, and have 
them publicly burned, [laughter;] and then, if 
you could eradicate from the minds of the Amer- 
ican people the false dectrine, as to the form of 
Government under which they are living, that 
has been created by those miscalled commentaries 
onthe Constitution, and eradicate from their minds 
he prejudices which have been taught under the 
teachings and advice of the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Sewarp,] in which the northern peo- 

have been taught to hate slavery, in their 
schools and in their pulpits; if these things could 
accomplished, and the American people could, 
all of them, north of Mason and Dixon’s line, 
be made Democrats, in the just acceptation of the 

m, not sans culottes, but State-rights men, who 
believe thatthe Constitution isa compact between 
States, and that the Federal Government derives 
us authority from the written instrument, and 
can exereise no power that is not expressly dele- 
cated, or both necessary and proper for carrying 

wut the delegated power—could all these things 
be done, | would then consider the question as to 
whether, under existing circumstances, a recon- 
struction would be practicable. 

But as things are, it is useless, I am satisfied, 
totalk aboutareconstruction. This Federal Gov- 
ernment is dead. ‘The only question is, whether 
we will give it a decent, peaceable, Protestant 
burial, or whether we shall have an Irish wake at 
the grave. [Laughter.}] Now, lam opposed to 
fighung, and would preter a peaceable burial; but 
it the Republican Senators insist upon fighting, 


siave 


and they can get the backbone again put into their || 


President elect, and can get Mr. Chase reinstated 
in the Cabinet, from which he has been expelled, 
| do not know but that we shall have to fight. If 
their President has recovered from that “artificial 
panic’? under which he was laboring a short time 
zo, under the advice of the Lieutenant General 
JtheS cretary of War—I believe they advised 
im to be frightened, so say the Republican papers 
in defense of him; it was done by the card; he 
goes by the platform—if they can recover him 
irom that artificial fright under which he was la- 
Soring, and get him to take the Chicago platform 
lair and square, we shall have a fight; otherwise 
we shall not. I think myself it would be for the 
benefit of both sections that we should not have 
an Irish wake at our funeral; but that is for the 
North to decide, and not for us. Believing—no, 
‘tr, not believing, but knowing—that this Union 
's dissolved, never, never to be reconstructed upon 
“‘y terms—not if you were to hand us blank 
‘per, and ask us to write a constitution, would 
ever again be confederated with you. Your 
ple have been taught to hate us; your people 
‘ave been taught to hate our institutions; your 


| 
W 
per 


| people have been taught to believe that you are | 
Pharisees; that your philacteries are full; that you 


are entitled to the high places tn the synagogue; 
and you come and thrust yourselves into our pres- 
ence, and thank God before our faces that you are 


not like us poor publicans, and your company | 


has become distasteful to us; you tell us that ours 
is distasteful to you; we say, * grantit, then we 
will separate;’’ and you say we shal! not. Then we 
are going to make the experiment, and we will 
| trustin Providence. Napoleon Bonaparte, who 
Was a wise man, once said that he trusted in Prov- 
idence. but he said that he found that Providence 
always took sides with the artillery. We have 
taken the forts and guns, which you complain of, 
because we think Providence again will take sides 
with the artillery; and we have been securing a 
good deal of it. [Laughter.] Then, knowing 
that the Union is dissolved, that reconstruction 
is impossible, | would, myself, had | been con- 
sulted by the Union-savers, have told them that 
Union-saving was impracticable, but that peace- 
able separation was practicable. | would have 
advised that you should treat these sovereign 
States with the courtesy, at least, that you treated 
3righam Young. When he threatened to set up 
for himself, you sent commissioners there; but, 
when sovereign States assume the right of self- 
government, you send the bayonet and the broad- 
sword. Thatis the difference in the manner in 
which you have treated these two questions. I 
suppose commissioners, in a few days, will be 
here from the confederate States. They were not 
sentby my advice. To be very candid with you, 
I do not think there is any Government here with 
which they could treat. ({Laughter.] You have 
a sort of de facto, certainly a revoluuionary Gov- 
ernment jlaughter] that time and acquiescence 
on the part of the States may give the character 
of legitimacy to; but it surely has not that stamp 
now. One of the partners having withdrawn from 
a partnership dissolves the firm. It is true that, 


if the remaining partners go on, and still use the | 


partnership name, by implication they are sup- 
posed to consent, acquiesce in the withdrawal, and 
to have reformed another. In the course of time, 
seven of your partners having withdrawn, if the 
rest shall acquiesce in the action of this revolu- 
tionary, irregular, wrongful, de facto Government 


that is about to inaugurate a President to-day, 


acquiescence may give legitimacy to it, and we 
may properly treat with you. [Laughter.] I 
judge that President Davis, however, will waive 
these little irregularities, [laughter,] and proba- 
bly send commissioners here, and then you will 
have the choice of peace or war; and that is a 
matter that you had better well consider. Turn 
your backs upon these commissioners, attempt 
to reinforce the forts and retake those which we 
now have; attempt to collect the revenues, or do 
any other manner or matter of thing that denies 
to the free white men, living in those seven sov- 
ereign States, the right which they have asserted 
of self-government, and you will have war, and 
it will be war in all its stern realities. I say this 
not in bravado, but I say it because I know it 
and you know it. 

The Senator from IIInois, [Mr. Tromsvtt,] to- 
night, supposed that if a little coercion had been 
used, instead of pursuasion at first, all this thing 
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| would have been stopped; the treason would have | 


been crushed in the egg. I think the Senator is 
| mistaken. It was the unfortunate interference of 
the Lieutenant General volunteering his advice, 
followed by the War Department, which has ac- 
celerated secession. Unfortunately for the coun- 
try, the President seemed to have no well-defined 
opinions as to the form of government he was 
administering, or its character, or the powers of 


the States, or the powers of the Federal Govern- + 


ment; and a provincial lawyer, who, some way 
| or other, got into a subordinate position in one of 
the offices—I believe the Interior—and remained 
| there for some time, by a sad dispensation of 


ocratic President, having waited until twelve Dem- 
ocratic Senators had withdrawn, then sent in the 


name of this person to be confirmed by a Repub- 
lican Senate 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
| ator allow me? Perhaps he can as well suspend 
| at this point as any other; he will remember that 
| he was talking about the recently appointed Sec- 





Providence, became Postmaster General; and after | 
| that he got to be Secretary of War; and a Dem- | 


Will the honorable Sen- | 
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retary of War. !f we ure to take a recess atall, 
1 suppose it is necessary we should take it now. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 1 will finish in a few min- 
utes. I do not wish to stop now, and commence 
again, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. You will remember where 
you left off. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
recess. 

Mr. WIGFALL. If you get up a discussion 
now, I will take much longer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Texas has the floor. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I will not detain the Senate 
much longer, itis near daylight now. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Give us the 
vote, 

Mr. WIGFALL. You shall have one ina few 
minutes. I was saying, Mr. President, that the 
parenthesis that is now incumbent in the War 
Office, following, unfortunately, the advice of the 
Lieutenant General, attempted, in a very feeble 
way, coercion. The Senator from Illinois seemed 
to beshockedatmy speaking witha feeling of grat- 
ification at the flag of what he chooses to call my 
country being insulted. It is not the flag of my 
country, lL hope and believe; but I have not official 
information on that point. ‘That flag was never 
insulted with impunity until it floated over a cargo 
of Black Republican hirelings, sent to one of the 
sovereign States of this Union to coerce them to 
obedience to a Government that was distasteful to 
them. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I think I shall rise to a 
question of order. If the Senator from Texas 
does not know whether he belongs to this coun- 


1.) ~ 
There are objections to a 


The Senator 


| try or not, if he is really a foreigner in his own 


estimation, | desire to know whether he is in order 
in addressing the Senate of the United States. 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. WIGFALL _ I think the point is well 
taken; and if the Senator and those who act with 
him will acknowledge my State to be out of the 
Union, I will take my seat without a word fur- 
ther. [Laughter.] If they choose to call my name 
here, and tocall not my name only, but the names 
of Senators who have filed here at your desk cer- 
tified copies of the ordinances of secession of their 
States, and you treat themas blank paper, I shall 


| treat them so too, for my purpose. [| shall discuss 
| your Government just as long as you choose to 


consider me a member of it; and as long as you 
please to call my name, I may stay here and vote; 
and if I find it convenient to defeat any of your 
nominations, | may see fit todo it; and when you 
get tired of that game, you will cease calling my 
name,and acknowledge my State out of the Union, 
and then you get rid of me. [Laughter.} That 
is a game two can play at. 

Senators keep interrupting me until I shall make 
a very long speech, lam afraid. 1 was speaking 
of this parenthesis that is now incumbent in the 
War office. Without allowing even the President 
to know it, as it is said in the newspapers—I am 
not in the confidence of the last Cabinet, and I 
suspect will not be in the new one, [laughter,|— 
itis said that, without allowing even the President 
to knowit, he surreptitiously, in the dead of night, 
sneaked a merchant vessel out of the harbor of 
New York, intending to sneak it into Charleston 
harbor, but they had put out the lights and blocked 
up the channel, and she was obliged to come up 
in broad daylight. A shot was thrown athwart 
the bow of this vessel containing armed men: they 
displayed a flag and it was fired at. IL did say 
that that vessel had swaggered into Charleston 
harbor, had reeeived a blow in the face, and had 
staggered out; and that this Secretary of War, 
who had brouglt the flag of this country in a 
condition to be fired at, had never dared, from that 
time to this, to resent the injury and insult; and 


| in consequence of that, the State to which 1 owe 


my allegiance has withdrawn and cut loose from 
all connection with a Government that allows its 
flag to be soinsulted. She has plucked her bright 
star from a bunting that can be fired at with im- 
punity. If your President elect has recovered 
from that artificial fright, see if you cannot induce 
him to try and wipe out the insult; but I predicted 
last night that he would not; and I predict again 
that he will not. You fear to pass your force 
bills; you abandon them in both Houses. If you 
can get a Cabinet properly organized, with fire- 
eaters enough in it, the Cabinet may precipstate 


aw 
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the country into a war, and then call upon what 
is denominated the conservative elements of your. 
party to sustain the country in a war in which 
you have already involved it; but Lknow,and you 
know, that those men whom you represent are 
not in favor of war, and that their representatives 
here, a large number of them, fear it. What will 
be the result, | do not know; and to be very 
frank, I do not care. 

Now, having explained why it was that I felt 
rejoiced at this insult to the flag of your country, 
1 shall take up very littie more time. The coun- 


try is composed of States; and when that Govern- 
ment which was established by those States, and 


that flag which bears upon its broad folds the stars 
representing those States, is used for the purpose 
of making war upon some of those States, I say 
that it has already been degraded, and that it 
ought to be fired at, and it should be torn down 
and trampled upon. These are my feelings upen 
the subject; and ‘‘if this be treason, make the 
most of it.”’ | owe my allegiance—and Senators 
aré not mistaken about that, for [have said it fre- 
quently—to the State which I here represent. I 
do nc owe my allegiance to this Government. 
The Senator from Illinois spoke of the necessity 
of coercing these States, or not entertaining prop- 
ositions from them, and likened it to the case of 
a Government in which there were revolted prov- 
inces. Your President elect,a short time ago, in 
a speech, asked the question gravely, what 1s the 
difference between a State and a county? And he 
seemed to be really in quest of information. Now, 
1 was not astonished at that, for I did not expect 
anything better of him. From a man whois taken 
up because he ts an ex-rail splitter, an ex-grocery 
keeper, an ex-flatboat captain, and an ex-Aboli- 
tion lecturer, and is run upon that question, | 


would not expect any great information as to the | 


Government which he was to administer. But 1 
was surprised to hear a Senator—a Senator of 
education and ability, such as the Senator from 
Illinois is—compare the States of this Union, the 
States that formed this Government, the States 
without the consent of which this Government 
couid not originally have had existence, and with- 
out the consent of which this Government cannot 
existaday. ‘To hear him talk about those States 
as revolted provinces, did surprise and shock me. 

Then, briefly, a party has come into power tiat 
represents the antagonism to my own section of 
the country. It represents two million men who 
hate us, and who, by their votes for such a man 
as they have elected, have committed an overt act 
of hostility. That they have donc. You have 
won the Presidency, and you are now in the sit- 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tremens, as I believe most of them are; if you 
have one particle of sense left, you will setabout 
immediately seeing how this dissolution that has 
already taken place can be stopped from going 
further; how you can save some of these border 
States sull to tax, and levy revenue and tribute 


from: how you may still find somebody that | 


you can pesecute with impunity; begin hatching 
up some sort of a compromise that will pay 


southern traitors for misrepresenting facts to their || 


constituents, Dothese things, and you may keep 
some of those border States stillin; but above all 


things, try to have the dissolution that has already || 


taken place a peaceable one. It may go very 


| hard with us, and will certainly cost us a good 


deal of money; but you will not make much by | 


the operation of war—not much. Your people 


| will not thank you for reducing them to the dire 


| wharves to rot. 


necessity of direct taxes. Your ship-owners will 
vot thank you for laying up their ships at their 


| machinery; but that is your business, not mine. 


Now, having made these few, little, concilia- 
tory, peace-preserving remarks, Ll am not disposed 


to take up more time, and am willing that there || 


should be a vote. 


| the Senate of the United States. 


Mr. PUGH. I was greatly in hopes that we 
should have had a vote long ere this; but | am 
satisfied it is not worth while to reply either to 
the oration of the Senator from Texas, or the 


equally extraordinary oration of my colleague. I | 


have no hope, after what has been announced, 
that we shall have any vote in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and I do desire to have a test vote in 


tain that, I will now make a motion, for which I 
shall not vote: that is, to move that the House 
resolution, and all pending amendments, be laid 


on the table; and on that I call for the yeas and | 


| nays. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will ask whether that does 
not carry the original proposition with it? 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 1 shall vote against the 
motion to lay on the table; and l expect every Sen- 
ator who is in any shape or form for conciliation 


to vote against my motion. Those who either 
| represent the sentiments of my colleague, or the 


| sentiments of the Senator from Texas, will vote 
| for the proposition. 


Mr. KING. That is a good idea. 
Mr. LANE. Is the motion debatable? 
Mr. PUGH. No, sir. My object isto cut off 


| debate. We have now sat here until almost day- 


uation of the man who had won the elephant at, | 


arafiie. You do not know what to do with the 
beast now that you have it; and one half of you 
to-day would give your right arms if you had 
been defeated. But you succeeded, and you have 
to deal with facts. Our objection to living in this 


Union, and therefore the difficulty of reconstruct- | 


ing it, is not your personal! liberty bill, not the 
territorial question, but that you utterly and 
wholly misapprehend the form of government. 
You deny the sovereignty of the States; youdeny 
the right of self-government in the people; you 
insist upon negro equality; your people interfere 
impertinently with our institutionsand attempt to 
subvert them; you publish newspapers; you de- 
liver lectures; you print pamphlets, and you send 
them among us, first, to excite our slaves to in- 
surrection against their masters, and next, toarray 
one class of citizens against the other; and I say 
to you that we cannot live in peace, either in the 
Union or out of it, until you have abolished your 
Abolition societies; not, as i have been misquoted, 
abolish or destroy your school-houses; but unti! 
you have ceased in your school-houses teaching 
your children to hate us; until you have ceased to 
convert your pulpits into hustings; until you con- 
tent yourselves with preaching Christ, and Him 
crucified, and not del 

on the Sabbath; until you have ceased inciting 


your own citizens to make raids and commit rob- | 
veries; until you have done these things we cannot | 
live in the same Union with you. Until you do | 


these things, we cannot live out of the Union at 
peace. 

Now, you have my views upon the subject. If 
the leaders of your party have any common sense 
left; if they have not become drunk upon fanati- 
cism, and are not now suffering from delirium 


. . ** } 
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i 


a 


light, and I hope Senators will let us have a vote. | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Will the Sena- 
tor allow me to say a word? 


Mr. PUGH. I will waive it for my friend, if 


he will consent to renew the motion. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I do not desire | 


_ to consume time at all, but 1 wish simply to say, 


| 


that I do not believe either side of the House | 


I do not see any | 
one here who is anxious to get the floor, or to | 


would object to taking a vote. 


consume any time; and if the Senator will with- 


draw his motion, | think it probable that a vote | 


may be had on the propositions before the Senate, 
without forcing a vote on the motion which he 
makes, and which precludes debate. 1 think that 
by common consent we can take the vote now. 


Mr. PUGH. 


Let us have a vote. 

Mr. LANE. I want it to be understood dis- 
tinetly, that I do not wish to delay a vote; but I 
hope I shall be permitted to give the reason why 
{ shall vote for the amendment offered by the 
Senator. 


Mr. PUGH. 


My friend from Oregon knows 


that there is no man living to whom I would yield | 


sooner than to him, although he did not yield to 


me the other day; but my object is to bring the | 


Senate to a vote. I should like to havea vote on 
my proposition. 
Senators are for peace, and how many adopt the 
bloody proposition of the Senator from Illinois, 
{Mr. Troemsut,} for war to be inaugurated at 
twelve o’clock to-day; | had almost said to-mor- 
row. Therefore, I expect those who are favor of 
the doctrines of his speech, and of the speech of 
my colleague, will vote to lay all those resolutions 
on the table; and those who are for conciliation 
and peace, in some shape, will vote in the nega- 


Your manufacturers will not | 
| thank you for stopping the movements of their | 


In order to ob- | 


1 am perfectly willing to agree | 
to that. We are within a short time of daylight, | 
and I do not want this business talked to death. 


I want to know how many | 
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whatever remarks he may feel it necesgar 
make, will renew my motion, | shall b 
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happy to yield to him. 
{r. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
Senator from Ohio will not withdraw his mot 
Mr. PUGH. My motion is to lay ee” 
resolution from the House of Representatives. 
all.the amendments, onthe table,expecting to" one 
against my Own motion; and I call for a 
| and nays upon it. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
ator will withdraw that motion. 
vote, 

Mr. PUGH. I amafraid my frie 
ansas is mistaken in that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Porx i, 
the chair.) Do L understand the Sep ‘eg 
Ohio to have withdrawn his motion t 
table ? 

_ Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir; | withdraw it at +h, 
instance of my friend from Rhode Island, iM 
AnTHoNY.] ‘nee 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They. 4, 
question is on the amendment offered by the So. 
ator from Ohio, on which the yeas and nays hays 
i| been ordered. Pt 
| ‘The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LATHAM, (when his name was called.) 
I intend to vote against all amendments that a: 
offered to the resolution of the House of R i, 
sentatives, for the reason given by the Senator 
from Lhiinois and the Senator from Kentucky— 
who voted against his own proposition—not 
lam opposed to the proposition of the Senator 
from Kentucky, but because | think it is the bes; 
way to get at the original proposition. I yot 
“nay.” 

Mr. KENNEDY. I am instructed by my col- 
league (Mr. Pearce] to say that he has paired 
off on all these questions. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to state that my 
colleague, [Mr. Simmons,] being quite unwell, 
has gone home, and I think he has paired off; | 
do not remember with whom. 

Mr. POWELL. With the Senator from Nort) 
Carolina, (Mr. Braga. } 

The result was then announced—yeas 14, nays 
25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson 
of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, 
Powell, Pugh, Thomson, and Wigiali—l4. 

NAYS — Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, 
Chandler, Clark, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Dougias, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Johnson ot Ter 
nessee, King, Latham, Morrill, Rice, Sebastian, Suan 
Ten Eyck, Wilkinson, and Wilson—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Now,sr, | offer my amen- 
| ment that I offered before, as a distinct proposi- 
tion. 


Mr. PUGH. 
‘. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I was about to raise a ques- 


tion as to whether the amendment is !n order. 
This is a proposition of the House for amend 
the Constitution; and the amendment ne proposes 
is that there is no necessity for amending tt 
Mr. BIGLER. If itisa proposition to destroy 
| the sense, then it Is not in order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER 
will report the amendment. ca ee 
Mr. BIGLER. If itis on anentirely different 
subject, and contrary to the sense, It ts ru d out 
by parliamentary law. ae 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hair has 
no recollection of ever having heard the amet 
ment read. : 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Let it be read for informe: 
tion. a 
The Secretary read the amendment, to sini 
out all after the word * resoived,’’ and inser: 


. | hon th 


T hope the Sep. 
We can get a 


nd from Ark. 


ator from 
9 lay On thy 


st 
ar 





I ask for the yeas and nays upo! 
i 


The Secretary 


. or the 
That the provisions of the Constitution are ample es : 
preservation of the Union, and the protection 0! all - poet 


terial interests of the country ; that ii needs to D: : 
rather than amended ; and that an extrication ot 
present dangers is to be looked for in strenuous de € 
preserve the peace, protect the public property. aia" 
the laws, rather than in new guarantees noel - 
terests, compromises for particular difficulties, oF 
sions to unreasonable demands. at Union, 
Resolved. That al! attempts to dissolve the an ie 
or overthrow or abandon the present Constitution, aia 
hope or expectation of constructing a new a 
gerous, illusory, and destructive ; tat in tlre opt oie 
Senate of the United States no such reconstruct! aes 
ticable: and therefore, to the maintenance of the cocill ee 
|| Union and Constitution shoutd be directed all ‘s 
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of all the departments of the Government, and the efforts 
ali good citizens. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. President, I wish to 
say that this proposition is not new with me. It 
was offered to the original Crittenden proposi- 
tions by the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Cuarg;) and it is his proposition. 
I'he Presiding Officer, the Vice President, decided 
it was in order at that time to offer it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In order to save time, I will 
withdraw the point of order; and let it be decided 
on its merits. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


ol 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, | 


it seems to me at this hour, and also from the 
very serious expression of sentiment we have 
heard around this Chamber—and from no part of 


it so stern and so steadily as from that portion that | 


has the power of this Government in its hands, 
from which, or from any member of which, there 
has never yet come the first single, solitary prop- 
osition tending, or designed by innuendo, or which 
by disguise or delusion could be declared to be de- 


signed, to produce reconciliation—that Senators | 


should allow us to come toa vote. If I could 
hope that a vote could be had, I should certainly 
be perfectly satisfied; but if I cannot have it, I 
shall believe there is an attempt, on the part of 
those who have shown distinctly what their con- 
victions are with reference to the national crisis, 
to evade even the last small point—that of casting 
one frank, plain, honest vote, to show us where 
we are. [‘*Question!’’] I simply ask that we 
may have a vote. I ask no more. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I hardly deem it necessary 
that [ should take time even to make this expla- 
nation; but, to avoid misrepresentation and mis- 
apprehension, I beg leave to say that | voted for 
these resolutions when they were introduced by 
the Senator from New Hampshire; and, as sep- 
arate and distinct propositions, standing aloof 
from all others, and without any other object or 
effect, I should vote for them again; but | have 
made up my mind to vote, steadily and distinctly, 
in favor of the joint resolution of the House of 
Representatives, and I do not choose to have that 
incumbered or interfered with in any way. I 
shall vote, therefore, persistently in the negative 
upon all amendments, and vote in the affirmative 
upon that resolution. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr POWELL. I will state to the Senate that 
on this question, and all other voves to be taken 
during the evening, | have paired off with the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron,] who 
has been unavoidably called away. 

The result was then announced—yeas 13, nays 
25: as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, 


Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, King, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, and Wilson--13. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, 


Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Foster, Gwin, Harlan, Hunter, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Se- 
bastian, Ten Eyck, and Thomson—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr.GRIMES. IL understand now, that in order 
to geta vote upon the proposition submitted by 
the minority of the select committee, to whom 
was referred the propositions of the peace confer- 
ence, it will be necessary to move itas an amend- 
ment ora substitute for the proposition now under 
consideration. Il therefore make that motion. I 


desire to say, that | do not make it for the pur- | 


pose of embarrassing the passage of this resolu- 
tion, but simply to have an expression of the 
Senate upon the subject. It is in accordance with 
the expressed wish, I believe, of the States of 
lilinois, New Jersey, and Kentucky, that there 
should be a national convention in which all these 
questuons that now agitate the people of the coun- 
wy may be taken into consideration. Itis m 
conviction that that is the only way in whieh 
peace will be restored to the country; and for the 
purpose of getting an expression of sentiment 
upon that subject, | move it, expecting, however, 
‘at it will be rejected, and then I shall vote for 
the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. PUGH. 
ater the election of Abraham Lincoln to the Pres- 
ideney of the United States; and early in this 
Session, | offered a resolution to that effect. I 


I arrived at that conclusion soon 
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never could get a vote on it from Senators on the 
other side of the House. I never could have it 
considered. Itis upon your table now, sir, offerea 
in the month of December; and when it ts giver 
to me on the eve of Mr. Lincoln’s inauguration, 


NAL GLOBE. 


I know very well it is to postpone everything | 


else that it is offered. 
personally, but ina political sense, it is a vague 
contrivance now to bring up that which, for more 
than sixty days, they have refused to consider. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope we shall take a vote, 
and vote it right down; and then go on and take 
up the original propositions, 

Mr. MASON. Let us hear what it is. 
not know what it is. 

The Secretary read the amendment; to strike 
outall after the word ‘* whereas,’’ in the preamble, 


Ido 


Ido not say to the Senator 


to the end of the resolution, and insert the follow- 


ing in lieu thereof: 

The Legislatures of the States of Kentucky, New Jer 
sey, and Illinois have applied to Congress to call a conven- 
tion for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States: Therefore, 

Be it resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 


the Legislatures of the other Siates be invited to take the | 


subject of such a convention into consideration, and to ex- 
press their will on that subject to Congress, in pursuance 
of the fifth article of the Constitution. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


I shall vote against this 


proposition without reference to its merits; but I | 


am ready to vote for it separately immediately 
after we act on the resolution of the House. 
Mr. WILSON. On this question I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I find, Mr. President, that | 


my vote in the negative upon the proposition to | 


substitute what are generally called the Critten- | 


den resolutions for this one, is a vote that may 
be subject to misapprehension, unless it is ex- 
lala by the current debate of the evening. I 
will explain that vote, and give my reasons for it, 
although I think they are very apparent. It is 
now past four o’clock in the morning of the 4th 
of March, and it is evident, from obvious causes, 
that it is utterly impossible that any expression 


of preference for any other resolution than this | 


can now have any effect, or receive even the no- 
tice of the House of Representatives. In taking 


the course which apparently favors the House | 


resolution, which has passed that body, and which 
is the only measure now practicable to pass here 


in preference to the resolution offered by my friend | 
from Kentucky, I do not mean to be understood | 


as voting hostile to his propositions. On the con- 
trary, sir, they embody the sentiments which I 
entertain in reference to this whole controversy, 
more particularly than any other set of resolutions 


which have been presented to the Senate during | 
| the pending of this whole controversy. They do, 


The 


in my opinion, cover the whole ground. 


resolution which we are about to pass,and which | 
I believe will pass if kept free from the incum- 


brances of amendments, the effect of adopting 
which would only be to destroy it, | think falls 
short of its object, and does not cover the ground 
in controversy between the different sections of 
the Union; but that measure, for what it is worth, 
I am willing should go before the country. I re- 
gard it, to the extent to which it goes, as an 


amendment to the Constitution, covering, at least, | 
one ground of difference, and healing up one dif- | 


ficulty; and to this extent I am willing to support 
it, for all that itis worth. Whether it should or 
will be satisfactory to the people whom I represent 
here, is a question which | intend to refer to them, 
and not interpose any personal opinion of my 
own, but leave them the right to settle this just 
as they please. Whether Arkansas shall secede 
from the Union or remain within it, 1 want at 
least this much done to perfect the terms of the 
Constitution. I shall leave them to determine on 
the measure, as to whether it ought to satisfy them 
or not, 
satisfied. The question is theirs, not mine. 

I have thought it necessary, Mr. President, to 


| conference. 


If they take those terms of peace, I am || 


say this much, lest my vote might be misunder- | 


stood. 
Mr. GWIN. 


Mr. President, I voted for the | 


amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio, be- | 


cause I thought it was infinitely better than the 


proposition before the Senate, the resolution from | 


the House of Representatives. I thinkitis entirely 
inefficient, and its passage would be entirely use- 


| 
| 

1} 
hh 


| Ohio. 


| them stating frank! 
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less. After what we have heard to-night, and 
what we know is the state of the country, it is 
perteetly apparent it will be a dead letter on the 
stat'.te-book, if it passes. Nothing beneficial can 
result from the passage of the resolution; but sull 
l intend to vote for it. There is nothing that can 
be proposed here, that can by any possibility tend 
to quiet the country, and restore the Union as it 
existed, that I will not sustain: but 1 believe the 
resolutions that have just been voted down offered 
by the Senator from Ohio, the most effective meas- 
ure that has been offered yet. I voted for them; 
but I shall vote against the amendment now pro- 

osed, and then shali vove for this resolution. I 
con the Senator from Illinois will persevere in 
the effort that he intends to make, to give usa 
vote on the Cgittenden resolutions. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
Mr. Antrnony answered to his name. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 

amendment to offer. 

Mr. BIGLER. The calling of the roll has com- 
menced. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I do not know 
whether there is an amendment to an amendment 
now pending; if not, | wish to move an amend- 
ment. 

Mr.BIGLER. There is an amendment pend- 
ing. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senator will let this 
amendment be voted on. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
not wish to obtrude. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I merely wish 
to say one word. 

Mr. BIGLER. It is out of order. 
of the roll has commenced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
heard no response. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I should have 
been through by this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is 
made to the Senator’s proceeding,as being out of 
order. The Secretary informs the Chair that a 
response was made; but, by unanimous consent, 
the Chair will recognize the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
made, the Secretary will proceed with the call. 

Mr. PUGH, (when his name was called.) ‘To 
show the sincerity of my desire for a convention, 
I shall vote, although in very bad company, in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. WILSON. I believe I must vote in very 
bad company; and | vote with the Senator from 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. PUGH. Itis very bad if I have to vote 
with you. 

The result was then announced—yeas 14, nays 
25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, 
Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, King, Morrill, Pugh, Sumner, 
‘Trumbull, Wilkinson, and Wilson—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bright, Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Douglas, Durkee, Foster, Gwin, Harlan, 
Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Ken 
nedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Rice, Se- 
bastian, Ten Eyck, ‘Thomson, and Wade—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I beg !eave to 
offer as an amendment, and I presume it will be 
the last, the propositions submitted by the peace 
I offer them not with a belief that 
they will be accepted or sustained atall. I should 
be glad to see even that step taken by the party 
who are to have,and who, in point of fact, do have 
possession of this Government. I offer them for 
the purpose of obtaining a vote upon them. I offer 
that J shall not vote for them. 
1 offer them with the conviction that there is be- 
tween the Representatives on the other side of the 
Chamber, and those on the southern side, an ir- 
reconcilable difference; and it ought to be pro- 
claimed, and it ought to be made frank and unmis- 
takable. [ offer it because itevolves truth. There 
is nothing left here to this Senate, on this the last 
night of the session, but this: to declare to the 
American people what is true, in order that they 
may know it, and may prepare themselves to meet 
it; that they may prepare, if they can, to recon- 
cile it with peace, or to reconcile it to themselves; 
to stand by all the sorrowful consequences that 
shall otherwise come. This is the reason why I 
present this amendment. I believed when | voted 


I have an 


Of course I do 


The call 
The Chair 
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for them that the propositions of the Senator from 
Kentucky were fair, were just to the people of the 
South, and to my own State among that number: 
and it 1s but honest that I should say now tn pre- 
senting this amendment, that I consider these 
propositions a thousand fathoms beneath the prop- 
ositions of the Senator from Kentucky. 

It is in that condition that | offer this amend- 
ment. | hope Senators will have the courage and 
the nerve, if they have faith inand regard for their 
constituents, to whom they have taught their doc- 
trines heretofore, to adhere to them and stick to 
them now; and while they will vote against this 
amendment, | will stand by them also and vote 
against it, as one person who for fourteen years 
has represented his State in one or the other branch 
of this Congress. In saying this,J say it as the 
last act of my polttucal life, and it is one upon 
which I put my faith, and on which I would put 
the last hope | have on earth. I know from the 
bottom of my soul that | am not averse to the 
continuation and the preservation of the present 
Union of States, which I have always considered 
sanctifies the continentof North America to peace 
and to prosperity forever. I feel from the bottom 
of my heart that whenever it shall be divided, it 
will be given up, from petty causes, and from petty 
irritations and misapprehensions, to the contin- 
gencies of war and the contingencies of blood and 
disaster, which have followed the divisions and 
separations of every other continent in the whole 
wide world, 


Then, Mr. President, I offer this amendment | 


from the conviction thatcommon honesty of pur- 
pose, and the common frankness ef men of nerve 
and of honor, will give us one vote to show that 
there 1s among us an irreconcilable difference, or 
that will give a hope to those who, like the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, it seems to me, can hope 
against hope, that there is something to be done. 
i cannot believe that anything is gained by this 
resolution. J cannot conecive that the proposi- 
tion of the House gives security to my people. I 


will not stop to comment upon it, and to show | 


why it is that I cannot vote for it. L sincereiy 
hope that we may have a vote of the Senate upon 
the amendment | now offer; and I call for the yeas 
and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish merely 
to repeat again, before the yeas and naysare called 
on this amendment, that | shall vote against this, 
as | have voted against all preceding amendments, 
with the distinet understanding that 1 am not 
committed for or agaist any proposition con- 


tamed in those amendments. | hope we shall | 


vote them all down. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [ will merely state that when 
we have disposed of this resolution, | hope we 
shall take up the peace conference propositions 
immediately, and get through with them. 

‘The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, (when his name was 
called.) I desire to say that, although preferring 
this amendment, I shall vote against it, as I have 
against all others, in order to pass it as it came to 
us from the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I should like 
to have made a further explanation; but I will not 
doit. I vote “ nay.’’ 

The result was then announced—yeas 3, nays 
34; as follows: F ' 

YE AS—Messrs. Foot, Nicholson, and Pugh—3. 

NAYS— Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, 


Bright, Chandier, Clark, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, || 


Dotugias, Durkee, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Hun- 
ter, Johnsen of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
King, Latham, Mason, Morrill, Polk, Rice, Sebastian, Sum- 


ner, Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wigiall, Wilkinsen, and 


W ilson—34, 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WILSON. We are about to take the 
question on the resolution as it came from the 


House. The Senator from Illinois referred in the | 


debate to-night to the fact that some of us had 
voted, on the second reading, against giving this 


new constitutional guarantee. I shall vote on the | 


third reading as | did on the second reading, 
against this proposition; and I do so from the 
deepest convictions of public duty. For a quar- 
ter of a century, | have read some, and reflected 
much, upon all these questions connected with 
slavery. I never dreamed that the Federal Gov- 


ernment had the power to interfere with or to | 
abolish slavory in the States. | would not, if the | 
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proposition was presented to me, vote to amend 
the Constitution to clothe Congress with that 


“power. I would not make the nation responsible 


for slavery. I know that those whom I represent 
entertain the Same opinions that ldo. Nobody 
has proposed to interfere with slavery in the 
States, or to abolish it by the action of the Fed- 
eral Government. We of the North have been 
misrepresented year after year, in the North and 
in the South, and a portion of our countrymen 
have been made to believe that we did intend to 
interfere by Federal legislation with slavery in the 
States. 

Now it is proposed to amend the Constitution 
of our country, in order to disabuse the minds of 
the people from the effects of these misrepresent- 
ations. I cannot give this vote. My conviction 
is deep and profound, that this amendment should 
not be put into the Constitution of Republican 
America. I choose to stand by the Constitution 


as it is, and to show by my future life,as I have | 
in the past, that under no possible circumstances 


would | countenance, by the action of the Fed- 
eral Government, any interference with slavery 
in the States. 1 think that is all the guarantee 
any portion of our countrymen ought to ask of 
us. I say here now, while I vote against this 


proposition, that would not, under any possi- , 


ble or conceivable circumytances, vote to change 
the Constitation of our country, so as to give the 
Federal Government power to interfere with 
slavery in the States, or put the responsibility of 
slavery in the States upon the Federal Govern- 
ment, and upon the people of the non-slavehold- 
ing States. I recognize slavery as a local State 
institution, for which the people of Massachu- 
setts and the nation are not responsible, and I 
would not assume that responsibility; but L can- 


not vote in-this age and with our lights, to put | 


into the Constitution of this Christian and Dem- 
ocratic Republic, this new guarantee for human 
slavery. The world will reproach us for this 
seeming concession to the demands of the slave 


perpetuatists. These are my feelings and con- | 


victions, and I cannot do otherwise. But while 
I vote against this constitutional amendment, I 


| protest against the idea that, by so doing, | would 


vote to so change the Constitution as to give the 
Federal Government power to abolish slavery in 
any State, without the consent of the people of 


| that State. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to say a single 


word, as the Senator from Illinois referred to our 


vote on the second reading as being evidence that | 


we were committed in favor of this proposition, 
In voting for the second reading yesterday, it was 
for the purpose of showing to the Senator from 
Illinois, and those who were: favorable to this 


| proposition, that there was no disposition on our 
| part to prevent the Senate coming to a vote on the | 
| question at the present session. It was suggested 


that it might go to the second reading by unani- 
mous consent; but the yeas and nays were in- 
sisted upon by the Senator from Illinois and the 
Senator from Kentucky; and in order to put it on 
its second reading, | voted in the affirmative. I 
was upon the committee of thirteen when the 


| question was presented in that body, and there- 


fore I feel called upon to say a single word now. 
At that time, Representatives were here from the 
seceding States, and at that time I joined with 
those who were willing to go for an amendment 
of this kind, if it would be acceptable to our friends 
in the southern States; and if it could be received 


as a measure of peace and satisfactory, | was | 
willing to vote for it then and for that purpose; | 
but from what I have learned in the Senate, all | 


around me, l am satisfied now that it is not to be 
regarded by the people of the southern States and 


| their Representatives as a thing which satisfies || 
|| them, in relation to the controversy now existing 
in the country. Mr. President, while I hold that || 


the very fundamental idea of our Constitution, 


| and indeed of our whole system of government, 
_ would be violated by giving Congress any power 
whatever over the domestic institutions of the || 
States; while I hold that Congress has not, and 
| never should have, power to interfere with the re- 


lations of master and apprentice, master and ser- 


| vant, master and slave, any more than with the 
_ relations of husband and wife, within the States, 


I shall still vote against this proposition under 
these circumstances. 
My honorable friend from Kentucky says Iam 


BE. 


| agents, in aconstitutional way, without intending 
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not willing to give it in writing. I baye ‘nite - 
support the Constitution of the United oe 
which,in express language, resery 


x 
7 , €3 lOeVery Sip; 
complete sovereignty and independence 0, Phas 


e . ° ° revery 
subject of legislation, except what js , ? 
e . : t . ’ Xpre 8Sly 
delegated to the Federal Government By th, 
4 > Se 2 t! 
Chicago platform, to which reference has’ |, 
made, the men of the party with whom l act} = 
pledged their honor, as much as it is possiiy), ‘thes 
men can be pledged, that we have neither 4} 


right nor the disposition to interfere with the jy 
stitution of slavery, or any other don, Stic j = 
tution, within the States; and any forcible cae 
to interfere with it is expressly denoun: d ir if 
Chicago platform, as “among the erayes: 
crimes.’’ Although it has been charoed. iy 
and again, that the Republican party sympa; 
with the attempt of John Brown in his raid unos 
Virginia, such charges have been made 


AMIZed 


Without 


_the shadow of foundation. The report of» 


Harper’s Ferry investigation committee, of which 
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Masoy) wo 
chairman, demonstrates that. Not one Repy\. 
lican, out of fifteen hundred thousand who voted 
for Frémont in 1856, ever knew one word 
it. [Iwasa member of that committee. 
Mr. President, 1 have some knowledge of 
feelings of the people in the northern States o: 
this subject, both of the Democratic party ang 
the Republican party, and I declare to you, t\y 
representatives of the slave Siates, that [ peyey 
saw an individual member of the Repubiican party 
whoever claimed the right, or who ever EX presser 
the wish, that Congress should have the power to 
interfere with your domestic institutions, any 
more than they would allow you to interfere with 
our domestic institutions, with our relations of 
husband and wife, or master and apprentice, or 
parent and child. I have sworn to support the 


Was 


avout 


the 


aod 
Ss Ln 


| Constitution. ‘The doctrine of State rights, as | 
| understand it, reserving to the States sovereign 


powerover their domestic institutions and all their 
local affairs, is a doctrine which I have cherished 
all my life. 1 believe it,and would cling to it as 
to a partof my religious faith. I would sooner 
yield my life than allow the Federal Government 
to usurp the power to contro] the domestic insti- 
tutions of the States. This Government would 
be changed in its fundame:tal idea by having 
such a power conferred, and it would become a 
consolidated despotism, if any such power be 
usurped—a complete revolution. 

But, Mr. President, I fear that I have been be- 
trayed into saying more than I intended, and | 
shall not detain the Senate at this hour of the ses- 
sion, and do not wish to prevent a direct vote. | 
desire that gentlemen shall have a fair vote, and 
lam willing to meet the responsibility fairly and 
face to face; but I felt called upon, from the eir- 
cumstances that have transpired during the ses- 
sion to make this brief explanation. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Although it is a very late 
hour, I trust 1 may claim the indulgence of Sen- 


| ators for one minute merely, as they are certauly 


familiar with the fact that I have not trespassed 
on their patience. I wish simply to explain this 
vote. I rise now not toexpress my opinion either 


| for or against this proposed amendment to the 


Constitution; but I desire only tosay that the Con- 
stitution provides for its amendment; the framers 
of itcontemplated the possible necessity of amend- 
ment; and it has already been amended more than 


| once, in different ways and at different times. It 


is said that nothing 1s at the same time invented 
and perfected. This joint resolution having passed 
the House of Representatives by a two-tiir’s 
vote, and having been sent here fur our concur: 
rence, I do not feel inclined to prevent the peop! 
from having an opportunity of expressing Weir 
opinion on this subject, through their proper 
now to express, so far as | am concerned, any 
opinion whether the amendment proposed is really 
necessary or not. Sir, 1 am satisfied with the 


|| Constitution as it is; | ask no change; I vener- 


ate and revere it. But, sir, this Union was estab- 


lished by the people; this Government is the Gov- 
|| ernment of the people; this broad extended coun- 


try belongs to them, and to them alone. [tis 
theirs, and they are to control its destinies for a" 
time to come, either for weal or for woe. *°* 
occasion is a grave one—perhaps none so £rave 
has ever happened in our history before; W lie mer 
for causes real or imaginary, I will not now enc” 
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take tosay. Ifthe time shall evercome for me to 


be ready to take the responsibility. 1, in com- 
mon with every Republican whom I have heard 
speak on this subje et, have declared over and over 
again, in public and in private, that we were ut- 

y opposed to any attempt on the part of any 
one t ; ~ ‘ . . 
the people of this Union within the iimits of the 


» interfere with the domestic insututions of 


Land vote directly on these propositions, I shall | 


several States; that we have no business to inter- | 
fore with them; and in that point of view, when || 


the time comes for me to vote, I shall vote on my 
responsibility. I am willing, under the circum- 
stances of the case, to afford the people of this 
country, acting through their Legislatures, the 
most of which are yet to be clected, an opportu- 
pity of saying what they wish in relation to this 
matter. E 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. It was read the third time. 

Mr. as 
the passage of the joint resolution; and they were 
ord: re d. 

The Seerctary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PUGH, (when his name was called.) I 
regard the resolution of no value whatever; but, 
as some of my friends think otherwise, I vote in 
the affirmative 

The list of yeas and nays was read, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bright, Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Douglas, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, 
Hunter. Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, Mason, 
Morrill, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, 'l'ena Eyck, 
and Thomson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, 
Durkee, Foot, King, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin- 
son, and Wilson—12. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxk in 
the chair.) ‘The yeas are 24, and the nays 12. 
Two thirds of—— 

Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. 


Before the vote is an- 


nounced, L desire to call the attention of the Chair | 


to the decision he is about to make. The Consti- 
tution of the United States provides 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 suppose the result is an- 
nounced. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
24, nays 12. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 





It is announced—yeas 


I suppose the Chair—as 


in one event I shall appeal from its decision— || F 
| derstood the Senator from Ohio to say that the 


would, perhaps, like to hear a suggestion before 
it decides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Liinois will allow the Chair. 
had proceeded so far as to say that the affirmative 
vote was 24, and the nays 12. 

Mr. BIGLER. What is the Chair to decide. 
Nothing on the face of the earth. ‘he Constitu- 
tion decides the whole question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
was about to proceed further, and at that point 
the Senator from Iilinois addressed the Chair. 


Mr. BIGLER. That is all the Chair had to do. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania wishes the Chair to decide, I will appeal 
from his decision. He will gain nothing by it. 


cide, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Chair has something 
to decide. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
fact. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


United States declares that— 


Stitution.’’ 


ae Constitution of the United States also de- 
clares: 


“Each House shall be the judge of the elections, re- 
turns, and qualifications of its own members, and a major- 
ity of each shall constitute a quorum.” 

In deciding what is a majority of the House to 
do business, the Senate has, since I have been a 


Mr. BIGLER. The Chair has nothing to de- | 
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‘ 7 ; a 
stitute a quorum of the Senate requires & major- | 
ity of all the Senators of the United States, so to | 


constitute a twé-thirds vote of the Senate, must 
it not require two thirds of all the Senators of the 
United States? I have stated the questions for 
the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask that the result be an- 
nounced; and then an appeal may be taken. 
Mr. PUGH. I remember the point which the 


Senator from Illinois makes was made at the first | 


session of Congress, on the first ten amendments 
of the Constitution, and was decided against. 
Two thirds of a quorum was then decided to be 
enough; and ing Venton of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives show it. 


Mr. DIXON. 


| inquire of the Chair if this debate is in order. If 


BiGLER ecalied for the yeas and nays on 


The Senator || 
The Chair | 


it is not, I object. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask for the announcement 
of the result. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate will 


allow the Chair to announce the result on the vote 


I rise to a question of order, I | 


again. The yeas are 24, and the nays are 12. The | 


Chair announces that two thirds of the Senators 


voting have voted for susiaining the amendment | 


to the Constitution. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
adjourn until ten o’elock. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Chair has decided 


that the amendment is carried, | appeal from the 


I now move that the Senate | 


decision of the Chair, on the ground that the con- | 


Stitutional majority has not voted for the amend- 
ment; and on that question I ask for the yeas and 
nays. | wish the precedent merely; Edo not wish 
any debate about it; but I should like to have the 
solemn decision of the Senate that two thirdsofa 
quorum has a right to present amendments to the 


Constitution. The Senator from Ohio says it has | 


been settled. I should like to have it settled again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair will 
ask that the rule be read. 

The Secretary read the 44th rule, as follows: 

* When an amendment to be proposed to the Constitution 
is under consideration, the concurrence of two thirds of the 
meinbers present shall not be requisite to decide any ques- 
tion for amendments, or extending to the merits, beiag cliort 
of the final question.”’ 

Mr. PUGH. 
me to repeat my statement, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. No,sir. I said that I un- 


question had been already decided. 
Mr. PUGH. I dosay so. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish to deny it, 


but I said I wished the precedent set, that we 


| might have it decided again, 


The Chair | 


The Chair has decided the || : C 
complete, so that Senators will understand it. It | 
The Constitution of the 


member of the body, uniformly,! think, required | 


& majority of all the members of the Senate to be || 


present; which, I believe, is thirty-four. Now, 


the same language is used as to the body of which || 


a two-thirds vote is required to pass a constitu- 
tional amendment as is used in regard to the body 
of which it takes a majority to make a quorum. 
lo constitute two thirds of the Senate, how many 


votes must you have? To constitute a quorum, | 
you must have a majority of the Senate. If tocon- | 


| fication. 


Mr. PUGH. I tell the Senator that I have ex- 
amined the Journal. It became important about 
four years ago upon the question of overruling 
one of the veto messages of the President. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 


from Ohio will pause. The Chair will decide 
(but with some hesitation as to its correctness, 
and with an impression prima facie the other way ) 
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it, but merely to put upon the records of the Sen- 
ate the precedent. 

The PR cSIDING OFFICER. DoT under- 
stand the Senator from I/linois to take an appeal? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir: with the view 
of getting an expression of the Senate. I want 
the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I shall vote in the affirmative, 
to sustain the opinion of the Chair; and I shall 


| do so reserving to myself the liberty of changing 
|| that vote at any future day, if I should be here, 


| otherwise. 


on reconsidering the question. My impression 
of the text of the Constitution is, that it does re- 
quire two thirds of the whole Senate, but there 
seems to be a construction placed by the Senate 
The 44th rule of the Senate seems to 
me to have placed a construction on the clause in 
the Constitution. That 44th rule is this: 

‘When an amendment to be proposed to the Constitu- 
tion is under consideration, the concurrence of two thirds 
of the members present shall not be requisite to decide any 
question for amendments, or extending tothe merits, being 
short of the final question.” 

That would seem to be a construction of the 
rule. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—ycas 33, nay 1; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, 
Bright, Chandler, Clark, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, 
Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lathan, 
Mason, Nicholson, Pugh. Rice, Sebastian, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, ‘Thomson, ‘Trumb.'!, Wilkinson, and Wilson—33. 

NAY—Mr. Wade—1. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. PUGH. I should like to have this read, 
in order that it may go into the Globe, and make 
an end of this controversy. 

Mr. MASON. I object to it. 

The following is the extract from the Journal 
of the Senate, referred to by Mr. Pueu: 

* Wepnespay, September 9, 1789. 

“ Resolved, Vhatthe Senate do coneur in the resolve of 

the House of Representatives on ‘articles to be proposed to 


| the legislatures of the States, as amendments to the Con 


The Senator from Illinois asked || 


stitution of the United States,’ with amendments j 
thirds of the Senators present concurring therein.’’? 


Mr. DOUGLAS and othersaddressed the Chair. 


THE SLAVERY QUESTION, 
Mr. MASON 


two 


I understand I have the floor. 


| Lask the Senate now to take up for consideration 


the amendments to the Constitution offered by the 
Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. HARLAN. IL have been put in charge of 
two bills in relation to the public lands; they are 
mere formal matters, and will take but a few 


| minutes, 


Mr. MASON. Ido not waive my motion. 

Mr. RICE. The Senator from lowa will have 
an opportunity hereafter. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


; in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


on the statement made by the Senator from Ohio, |! 


which he supposes to be a correct statement of 


the precedent, that two thirds have voted for the 
amendment, and that therefore it is proposed by 
the Senate of the United States, as an amendment 
to the Constitution, to be acted on by the States. 

Mr. PUGH. I bad better make my statement 


appears by the Journal of the Senate, and I think 


also of the House of Representatives—certainly | 


“ Congress. whenever two thirds of both Houses shal} || by the Journal of the Senate—that when the first 


deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Con- | 


ten amendments were adopted, it is stated that, 
being concurred in by two thirds of the Senators 
present, they were remitted to the States for rati- 
lt was important for us to examine it 


cration of the joint resolution (S. No. 54) intro- 
duced by Mr. Crittenpen, proposing certain 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 


| States. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bicier,] to strike out all 
after the word ‘‘that,’’ and insert a substitute, 
which will be read. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think there is a mistake in 
the joint resolution. The one the Senator from 
Virginia called up was the report of the peace 


| conference, I think. 


about four years ago upon the question of over- || 


ruling a veto message of the President, and the 
Journals were broughtinand read. Our old Sec- 
retary called my attention to them privately, and 
they were read from the Secretary’s desk, and 


there is no question that the practice has been that, || 


in declaring that a majority of the Senate is a quo- 
rum, it means to declare that that is the Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hope there will be no 
debate; let us take a vote, for we want to take a 
recess, if there is no other business. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senate will see that 


| ittakes very few more votes to propose a consti- 
tutional amendment than to enact ordinary legis- | 
I do not wish to discuss | 


lation under the rules. 


| dition of that amendment. 


Mr. MASON. No; the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. 

The Secretary commenced the reading of Mr. 
BicLer’s amendment. ¢ 

Mr. MASON. Ido not know the exact con- 
What I wanted to 
call up was the proposition presented by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, and which was amended on 
the motion of his colleague. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Virginia that his recol- 
lection of the condition of the question is, that the 


| Proposition was amended by the adoption of the 


resolution offered by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. Crark,} and then that amendment 
was proposed to be amended, on the motion of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, by the matter 
which the clerk 1s just reading. 


Mr. BIGLER. I recoilect very weil the con- 
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dition of the question. 1 offered an amendment, 
to strike out the amendment of the Senator from 
New Hampshire. With the consent of the Sen- 
ate, F will withdraw my amendment. By unan- 
imous consent, itmay be withdrawn. [* Agreed!”’ 
** Agreed!” 

Tne PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment will be considered as withdrawn, there being 
no objection, The question then recurs on the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. BIGLER. Now, by unanimous consent, 
I propose to withdraw the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire. [Laughter.] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It it is pro- 
posed that, by unanimous consent, the amend- 
ment be withdrawn. TheChair must state frankly 
that, after the amendment has been adopted by 
the Senate, he doubts whether it can be with- 
drawn. 

Mr. BIGLER. It has not been adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been 
adopted. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
anything, 

Mr. KING, 
Rent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Pennsylvania that the 
Chair’s idea of propriety and regularity in the 
case would be to move a reconsideration. 

Mr. CLARK. A reconsideration was moved 
and carried; and after the reconsideration was 





You cannot have unanimous con- 


carried, the Senator from Pennsylvania moved | 


his amendment. The question now stands upon 
the adoption of the amendment which I proposed, 
that having been once reconsidered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Lam told that 
the record verifies the statement just made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. CLARK. Ihave no doubt of it. 
very distinet in my recollection, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope Senators will vote that 
down, because it was understood we were to have 
a fair vote on the main question, 

Mr. BINGHAM called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CLARK. That there may be no misun- 
derstanding, | ask whether the question now is 
not distinctly on the amendment | moved to the 
Crittenden resolutions, which was once adopted 
and afterwards reconsidered ? 

Mr. KING. 1 should like to hear the amend- 
ment read, 

Mr. MASON. My recollection is that it was 
offered as a substitute. 

Mr. CLARK. It was. 

Mr. KING. I should like to hear the propo- 
sition we are now to vote upon; it has not been 
read, 


I am 


Unanimous consent can do || 


| States and among the people. 


vote on his resolution. 





ment, J shall vote against it for the purpose of | 
allowing the Senator from Kentucky to obtain a 
J vote “ hay.”’ 

Mr. BAKER, (when his name was called.) 
Without reference to the merits of this amend- 
ment, [ shall vote against it, in order to get an | 
opportunity to vote ayainst the resolution of the | 
Senator from Kentucky. 

The result was announced—yeas ]4, nays 
as follows: 


99. 


wwe 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, | 


Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Harlan, King, Morrill, Sumner, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—14. 


Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Foster, Gwin, Hunter, John- | 


son of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nich- 
olson, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, and Teu Eyck—22. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will 
read the amendment made to the resolution as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The Secretary read the first amendment; which 
was, on page 3, line fourteen, after the word ‘*Ter- 
ritory,”’ to insert: 

Now held or hereafter to be acquired. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. | intend to be perfectly 
consistent in my course on this subject. I look 
upon the result of the deliberations of the peace 


congress, as they call it here, as affording the best | 


opportunity for a general concurrence among the 
I determined to 
take it in preference to my own proposition, and 


so stated to many of the members of that conven- | 
I now propose the propositions agreed to | 
_ by them as a substitute for m 


tion. 
own. 

Mr. MASON. I understand from the colleague 
of the honorable Senator that there is another 


| amendment of his pending, on which a vote has 


not been taken. The resolution must be perfected 
before the Senator can offer a substitute. 


Mr. POWELL. The amendment I proposed | 


about future acquired territory was adopted by 
yeas and nays; but there were three other amend- 


ments that | proposed that have not been voted 


on 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless there 


| is some order to the contrary, the clerk will read 
| the amendments seriatim. 


The Secretary read the amendment; which is, | 
to strike out ail after the word ‘ resolved,”’ and | 


insert: 


That the provisions of the Constitution are ample forthe | 


preservation of the Union, and the protection of all the ma- 
terial interests of the country; that it needs to be obeyed 


rather than amended; and thatan extrication from the pres- || and it shall be the duty of Congress to make such laws as 


ent dangers is to be looked for in strenuous efforts to pre- 
serve the peace, protect the public property, and enforce the 
laws, ratherthan in new guarantees for particular interests, 
compromises fur particular difficulties, or concessions to 
unreasonable demands. 

Resolved, ‘Thatall attempts to dissolve the present Union, 
or overthrow or abandon the present Constitution, with the 
hope or expectation of constructing a new one, are dan- 
gerous, illusory, and destructive; that, in the opinion of 
the Senate of the United States, no such reconstruction is 
practicable ; and therefore, to the maintenance of the ex- 


isting Union and Constitution should be directed all the | 


energies of all the departinents of the Government, and the 
eflorts of ali good citizens. 


Mr. CLARK. 
offered that substitute, that | would say something 
in its support; but, as the session is drawing so 
near a close, though | am prepared, I shall waive 
the opportunity, and let the vote be taken. 

Mr. WILSON. We have voted on that sev- 
eral times, and | suggest that it be withdrawn, 
and jet us vote directiy on the resolutions. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


dered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ANTHONY, (when his name was called.) 
Without any reference to the merits of this amend- 


It cannot be | 
withdrawn, the yeas and nays having been or- | 


It might be expected, as 1 | 


Mr. BINGHAM. I suppose there will be no 


| division called for. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will || 
put the question on all the amendments together, | 


at the suggestion of the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not know what the 
amendments are; but I desire to vote for the Crit- 
tenden proposition; not on the Crittenden prop- 
osition as amended by others. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the amendments will 
be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will 
read the amendments, and the Senate will know 
what they are voting on. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

After line forty-six, insert : 

But the African slave trade shall be forever suppressed ; 


shall be necessary and effectual to prevent the migration 
or importation of slaves, or persons owing service or labor, 
into the United States from any foreign country, place, or 
jurisdiction whatever. 

Sec. 2. That persons committing crimes against the 
rights of those who hold persons to service or labor in one 
State, and fleeing to another, shall be delivered up in the 
same manner as persons committing other crimes; and 
that the laws of the States from which such persons flee 
shall be the test of criminality. 

Sec. 3. Congress shall pass efficient laws for the punish- 
ment of all persons in any of the States who shall in any 
manner aid and abet invasion or insurrection in any other 
State, or commit any other act tending to disturb the tran- 


| quillity of its people, or government ot any Other State. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I came here this morn- 
ing, without the least expectation of any vote 
being taken 0 this proposition of mine. It has 
never been in a condition before where I was pre- 
pared to offer amendments to it. I had amend- 
ments which I intended to propose, not intending 
to make material changes, as I supposed, in sub- 
stance and effect, but changing the phraseology, 
particularly of the first article, in which I propose 
to substitute an amendment, to declare merely that 
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the laws thus unchanged, as long as the Ditslonin 
| remains under a territorial government; and w} aw 
| it forms a constitution, to come into the = 

a State, to be received with or without 
Ali my papers and the amendments w 
pared are at my room, not here. That 
dition of the thing. 

Mr. HUNTER. The resolution stands no 
as several States have instructed for it, and | Z 
we shall have a vote on it. - 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I now move to subg;;. 


tute the resolutions of the peace convention I 


Union as 
slavery, 
hich | Pree 
1s the ¢ n- 


have declared that I woul is ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, - uld do this, that ] would 


| abandon my own resolution, and take 
| posed by the peace conference, 
Mr. HUNTER. Then I call for the yoas and 
_ nays on the amendment of the Senator from Key. 
tucky. nr 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Ch; 
understand the Senator from Kentucky to offer, as 
an amendment to the resolution now before the 
Senate, the resolution of the peace conference ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is an amendment, and 
on that! ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
_ Mr. CRITTENDEN. [ wish to say a word 
in explanation; of course, I shall make no speech 
at this hour. I have examined the propositions 
offered by that convention; they contain, in my 
judgment, every material provision that is eoy- 
tained in the resolution called the Crittenden res. 
olution. The resolution that I offered contained 
nothing substantial that has not been adopted by 
| the convention, except in one particular, and that 
particular is this: they reject so much of the res- 
olution offered by meas embraced future acquired 
territory. They said it was enough to settle iy 


that pro- 





regard to the territory we now hold; and they 
| havesubstituted a provision which, I think, ough: 
to be perfectly satisfactory, as to acquisition of 
| future territory. They say none shall be ac- 
uired, unless it be by a two-thirds vote of the 
Souci, which two-thirds vote shall include a ma- 
|| jority of the Senators from the slaveholding States, 
|, as well as a majority of the Senators from the 
| North. That gives ample security to the South; 
| it gives ample security to the North. No terri- 
|| tory can be acquired without the approbation of 
| both sections of the Union; and having this in 
| their power, they can then make any previous 
|| arrangement in regard to slavery that they please, 
| before the acquisition of territory. That is the 
|| way they dispose of future acquisitions. 1 pre- 
fer it to the disposition made in the resolutions 
which I submitted to the Senate. | therefore offer 
| 





| them, and for other reasons: out of deference to 
| that great body of men selected on the resolution 
| of Virginia, and invited by Virginia herself. The 
_ body having met, and being composed of such 
| men, and a majority of that convention concur- 
| ring in these resolutions, I think they come tous 
‘|| with a sanction entitling them to consideration; 
| therefore I have moved them. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the substitute will not be 
adopted. The very reason the Senator has given 
in favor of it, with reference to the acquisition ot 
future territory, I think should be the cause of I's 
being voted down. lam sure Senators from north- 
ern States should not vote for such an amendment 
as this; because the first acquisition, if we get any 
at all, will be the very kind of acquisition that the 
northern States want. It is well known that i! 
we had had the same counsels in 1854 that we 
had in 1803, we should have acquired the whole 
Russian Pacific territory to Behring straits. I! 

Thomas Jefferson had been President, we should 
|| have got the whole of the Pacific possessions 0! 
|| Russia, as we got Louisiana from France, on the 
same principle; and I believe the first acquisitio! 
| 


of territory we shall get will be the Russian pos: 
sessions to Behring straits. 1 hope this amend- 
ment of the Constitution will not be voted for by 
those who are in favor of acquiring territory, 
especially which will give us such important ad- 
vantages on the Pacific ocean. Iam utterly op- 
posed to restricting all acquisiuon hereafter ; 
especially on the Pacific coast of the United Sta me 
|| both north and south. I hope this amendmen! 
will be voted down. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 was exceedingly anx!0"' 

| to get a separate and distinct vote, first on the 


| 
| 
| 





; } os i the 
the status of persons held to servitude or labor || peace conference proposition, and then on © 


under the laws of any State shall continue with |! Crittenden proposition, as perfected by 


the Sena- 
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tor from Kentucky. I have announced several 


times, to-night, that that was my purpose; but 
after what the Senator from Kentucicy has said 
about his obligations to the peace conference, to 
give priority to their proposition, I must follow 
him, although I should be delighted if we could 
make arrangements for separate votes. I prefer 
his perfected amendment to the peace conference 
nroposition; but still, [cannot separate from him 
on this question, when he thinks he is bound to 
bring it forward. 

The Secretary procee 
amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLSON, (when his name was 
called.) I greatly prefer the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, because it is unequivocal, 
unambiguous in its language,and embraces future, 


as well as present, territory; but I am willing, if | 
that cannot be got, to vote forthe other; and Ido 


not concur ip the eriticisms that have been made 
ov it to the full extent, though there are features 
in it to which | very much object. I shall, there- 
‘ore, vote ** nay” on this proposition, 

Mr. POWELL. As I have before announced, 
L have paired with the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Cameron.] If 1 were not paired, | 
sliould vote ** nay.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. He would vote with you, if he 
were here. 

Mr. POWELL. I cannot tell; he is not here. 

The result was announced—yeas 7, nays 28, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Crittenden, Douglas, Harlan, Johnson 
of Tennessee. Kennedy, Morrill, and Thomson—7. 

NAYS—Messers. Bayard, Bigler, Bingham, Bright, Chan- 
dier, Clark, Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, 
Hunter, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, 
tice, Sebastian, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wigtall, Wilkinson, and Wilson—28, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The jointresolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. WILSON. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PUGH. The question now is on the third 
reading. Let us take the yeas and nays on the 
final passage. 

Mr. WILSON. Let us have them now. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There were several 
amendments that | wanted to make to my resolu- 
tion. I had drawn them up, but my papers are 
all at home 

Mr. HUNTER. It would not be in order now 
to nove an amendment. 
a motion to strike out, which would leave all the 
matter in. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not understand 
this, atall. I have stated one amendment that I 
desired to make. I was satisfied, from the dis- 
cussions | heard here, and from the appeals made 
to me by correspondents, that it was very injuri- 
ous to the success of these resolutions to retain 
the provision in relation to future acquired terri- 
tory. I do not know whether it will be in my 
power now to move to strike that out. I would 
desire to do it. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have just voted to keep 
itin; and of course the Senator cannot move to 
strike it out now. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, Well, sir, I only want 
to state my purpose. I am taken by utter sur- 
prise by this vote, which I did not expect; and I 
did not come with the amendmentthat I had pre- 
pared myself. 1 will vote for it, to be sure, with 
all its imperfection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxk in 
the chair.) ‘The Senator from Massachusetts has 
distnetly made the question on the third reading 


of the joint resolution; and on that question the | 


yeas and nays are demanded. 

Mr. WILSON. I withdraw the call. 

Mr. LATHAM. I wish to make an inquiry: 
whether the Senator feom Kentucky cannot move 
to amend the resolution by striking out that por- 
uon which relates to future acquired territory? 

: Mr. CRITTENDEN. I was told I couid not 
0 it, 

_ PRESIDING OFFICER. it-cannot now 
ve Gone. 

_ Mr. LATHAM. 
is all T have to say. 
lhe joint resolution was read the third time. 

Mr. BIGLER. I call for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the joint resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to eall the roli. 


I am very sorry forit; that 


>. 
ded to call the rollon the 


We have just voted on | 


Mr. POWELL. If I were not paired off on 
this question, | would vote “* yea.’’ 1 am paired 
off with the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
CaMERON. } 

Mr. RICE. I can hardly hope that this joint 
resolution will be adopted; but still, being wiil- 
ing to contribute anything to promote the peace 
of the eountry, | vote ** yea.”’ 

mm ‘ a 

Lhe result was then announced—yeas 19, nays 
20; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Crittenden, 
Douglas, Gwin, Hunter, Jolinson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Se- 
bastian, Thomson, and Wigfall—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 


Harlan, King, Morrill, Sumner, Ten Eyek, ‘Trumbull, | 


Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—20. 
So the joint resolution was rejected. 
COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. PUGH. I desire to call up the resolution 
to which I have referred once or twice this even- 
ing, which was displaced by other business, and 
to which, l believe, the Senator from lowa {Mr. 
Grimes] has withdrawn his objection. It was 
offered by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
Foster] the other morning. 
crace to our own employés. It will pass without 
debate. I move to take it up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on taking up the resolution indicated by the 
Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. WILSON. The understanding was that 


It is the last act of 


we should have a distinct and separate vote on the 


propositions of the peace conference. 

Several Senators. We have had a vote on 
that. 

Mr. WILSON. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Ohio, to take 
up the resolution indicated by him in regard to 
the committee clerks. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I trust we shall not take 
up that resolution. We have refused this pay- 
ment to these clerks two or three times; and at 
the last day of the session in comes a proposition 
to pay a gratuity to the clerks of the committees. 
Now, sir, we had a committee raised for the pur- 
pose of settling these things and in order to get 


rid of these bounties, and I trust that the Senate | 


willdo nosuch thing. I understand this isa res- 
olution that is now sought to be called up at the 


last day in order to pay a bounty to certain em- | 


noyés. Why,sir,] know that some committees 
vave clerks and pay them six dollars a day, and 
the committees have not met a dozen times—no, 
sir, not three times, this winter. I hope the res- 
olution will not be taken up. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator is wrong in point 
of fact as well as reasoning; but I hope there will 
not be any debate about it. I ask for a vote. 

Mr. WADE. What is the joint resolution? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read it, 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, 'That the clerks of the standing committees, 
except those of Finance, Claims, and Printing, euall re 
ceive the usual compensation for sixty days alter the ad- 
journment of the Senate. 


Mr. FOSTER. loffered that resolution some 
three or four days ago; and it is not, as gentlemen 
seem to think itis, paying any extra allowance to 
the clerks. It is in concurrence with the last 
report of acommittee of this body, which was ap- 
pointed in the year 1857. They revised the whole 
matter, and they recommended that proposition 
distinctly in regard to our treatment of the clerks 
at the short session—that is, to pay thema given 
sum for the long session, or to pay them given 
sums, each session, per day, and at the short ses- 
sion to pay sixty days in addition to the length 
of the session. That was the proposition of the 
committee, of which the Senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. Bensamin] was the chairman. It received 
a very full examination by that committee. It 
was assented to, I believe, by the Senate without 
any dissension. I am not aware that it was op- 
posed at all. This resolution is drawn in con- 
formity with the report, and,as I believe, in con- 
formity with the action of the Senate every session 
since that time. It is not, therefore, any extra 
allowance. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Con- 
necticut is entirely mistaken. Such a resolution 
allowing sixty days’ pay did not pass. [| recol- 
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lect we had the subject under consideration, and 
refused to agree to It. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman is mistaken in 
supposing that I said it did pass. I said the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana made the report, and it was 
assented to, I believe, on all sides of the Cham- 
ber. That is my belief. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator is mistaken 
in supposing itis a usual allowance. There has 
been no such allowance made since the rules have 
been revised, according to my recollection. 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘The Senator from Connecti- 
cut is correct? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
revised ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Yes, sir. It is according to 
the usage and practice of the Senate for the last 
three years. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I know, if it passed at all, 
it passed at a time like this, in the hurry of busi- 
ness, when the Senate was paying no attention 
to it. I know it was repeatedly voted down. I 
hope the resolution will not be taken up. Il move 
to take a recess until ten o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that it has been taken up. 

Mr. BIGLER. It was taken up the other 
day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
been taken up now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that it was read a second time to-day, as the 
Chair is informed by the clerk, and therefore, if 
objected to, cannot be considered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
informs the Chair that it has been read a second 
time. 

Mr. PUGH. 
three times. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
ing at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was 
under the impression that the rule in regard to 
money to be paid out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate would apply to it. 

Mr. PUGH. No, sir; such a resolution hes 
been passed without any third reading several 
times since | have been in the Senate. It requires 
no reading at all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I insist that the resolu- 
tion has not been taken up, unless the Chair is 
quite positive that it has. He was about to put 
the question, and I called the attention of the 


Since the rules have been 


Lapprehend it has not 


It does not require to be read 


It does not require any read- 


|| Chair and was recognized before it was put. I 


call for the yeas and nays on taking up the reso- 
lution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Illinois that when the 
Senator from IJlinois addressed the Chair and the 
Chair recognized him, the Chair was in the act 
of taking a vote on the question. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. On taking it up? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir; not 
on taking it up. 

Mr. KING. 
upon it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The resolution has been taken 
up, and the question Is on its passage. 

Mr. KING. No, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
recollection of the Chair. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then, if it is insisted on, 
I move to postpone the resolution indefinitely; 
and on that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. THOMSON. Why call for the yeas and 
nays? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I want to see who is here. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, 
Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, King, Mason, Morrill, 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


| Polk, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 


and Wilson— 1s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bright, Crittenden, 


| Dixon, Douglas, Foster, Gwin, Harlan, Johnson of ‘Ten 


nessee, Kennedy, Lane, Nicholson, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, 
and Wigfall—17. 


So the motion to postpone the resolution in- 


| definitely was agreed to. 


RECESS. 


I move to take a recess until 


Mr. WADE, 


| eleven o’clock. 


Mr. PUGH. | object to any recess. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. it is moved that | 
the Senate take a recess until eleven o’clock. 
Mr. PUGH. 1 object to any alteration of the 


ru : 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 suggest to the Senator 
from Olio to name ten o’clock, so that we may 
have some chance to take up private bills. 

Mr. WADE. AL the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor, | modify it, and say ten o’clock. 

Mr. GWIN.  [ hope the Senate will allow me 
to take up a Senate bill which has been returned 
from the House with amendments. | 

Mr. BiNGIHIAM. We can take it up at ten 
o’* lock. j 

Mr. GWIN. 1 hope the Senate will agree to | 
act on some amendments that have been made in 
the House to Senace bill No. 303. They can be 
acted On ina moment. ‘There is no objection to 
them. The President will not sign the bill if it 
is not taken up and passed How ° 

Mr. RICE. I rise to « privileged question, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator will 


pre nse stiite il 


Mr. RICK. Will not an objection prevent the 
motion for a recess being considered ? 

The VICE PKESIDENT. For what reason? 

Mr. KiCk, Is any motion in order, except to 


adjourn, if objection 1s interposed? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Qh, yes. 

Mr. RICK. | object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ia order. 

Mr. RICK. Wiil not an objection prevent the 
consideration of a motion to take a recess? 

The ViCk PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not Hunk au objection will preveut its considera- 
tion 

Mr. PUGH. It has been decided many times 
since [ have been in the Senate, and I do not like 
to see the rules changed at the last hour, that a 
motion for a recess Was not in order, because it 
requires & of the standing rules of the 
Senate. It has never been emMertained, to my 
knowledge, heretofore, without the unanimous 
consent of the Senat 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


be good enough to indicate the 


But the motion is 


chang 


Will the Senetor 
rule of the Senate 
which it vielates ? 

Mr. PUGIL. There is no ruie of the Senate | 
providing for onything of the sort; and in every 
ease that | have known of—in one instance ona | 
motion of the Scnator from Mississippi, who has | 
seceded—we were in the act of suspending the 
rules of the Senate when the motion cut us off. 
There ts no rule to suspend, and it requires unan- 
lmMous concent 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion Ido not know that itis good authority, 
but T interposed a single objection about sixteen | 
times, lastuight,and stopped a recesson my own 


i 


motion; and, whether it was within the rules or |; 


not, L did it 1 think I objected about sixteen 
times,and L stopped it ona single objection every 
time,and I supposed I was within the rules; but 
if | was not, [ beg pardon of the Senate 

Mr. FOOT. 1 do not rise to debate this ques- 
tion of order, but to state, what is known to all | 
Senators, that the duty 1s imposed on the officers 
of the Senate—the Serg: ant-at-Arms and others— | 
to place the Senate in readiness, by twelve o’clock 
to-day, for the reception of the members of the 
House of Representatives, the Supreme Court of 
the United States, the diplomatic corps, and others 
who ave to be admitted upon the floor, under the 
programme for the occasion; and at least two or | 


There is, for instance, lying op ycur table, sir, a || 


bill to incorporate the Metropolitan Gas Light 
Company, pending on a motion to reconsider, the 
passage of which will be endangered unless it is 
disposed of now. If we dispose of two or three 
things of that sert, we might have a recess. 

Mr. WADE. 
those things are disposed of, we should take a 
recess, I should be willing to withdraw it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If it be the pleas- 
ure of the Senate that the motion be informally 
withdrawn, there are two or three matters that 
ought to be disposed of; and if the Senate will 
allow it, the Chair will do it now. 

Several Senators. Certainly. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 


a report of the Secretary of the Navy, in answer 
to a resolution of the Senate relative to the pay 
of master workmen at the navy-yards; which, on 


motion of Mr. Harr, was ordered to lie on the | 


table, and ordered to be printed. 
He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of State, communicating statements of 


the number and designation of passengers arriv- | 
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| empt a certain quarter section of land 





ing in the United States during the year 1860; | 
| Which, on motion of Mr. Gwiy, was ordered to 


lie on the table, and be printed. 
GUANO DISCOVERIES. 

Mr. GWIN. 
up Senate bill No. 303, merely to agree to amend- 
ments of the House. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there unanimous 
consent to take up the Senate bill indicated, which 
has 

Mr. LATHAM. Let us hear what it is first. 

The Secretary read the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill (S. No. 303) 
supplementary to the act entitled ** An act to au- 
thorize protection to be given to the citizens of 


the United States who may discover deposits of |) 


passed the Elouse with certain amendments? | 


I hope the Senate will now take | 


guano,’’ approved August 18, 1856; which areas | 


tollows: 


Page 1, in line eight, between the words * and’? and “‘no- 
tification,” insert the words * certificate of. ” 

Page 2, line two, strike out the word “ one,” and insert 
the word * two.”’ Line twenty-three, after the word * the,” 
insert * vested and existing.*’ Line twenty-tour, strike out 
the words ** now litigating in the courts.”’ 

Page 3, line twenty-two, after the word “ guano,” insert 
“in which the owner or consignee may cause the same to 
be placed.” 

Page 4, line five, after the word * part,” insert “ or who 
shall knowingly offer for sale any box, barrel, sack, pack- 
age, or other vessel whatever, as above marked, either 
empty or containing other than imported guano, or other 
than that being therein when so marked, or oiber than that 
examined and analyzed, as hereinbefore directed.” 


Mr. GWIN. These amendments are merely | 


restrictive, and in favor of the United States. I 
hope they will be concurred in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection 


, to the present consideration of the amendments? 


three hours, Iam informed by the officers, will || 


be required to put the Senate Chamber in the ne- 
cessary readiness; and therefore I hope the mo- 
tion for a recess will prevail. 

Mr. PUGH. 1 hope the question of order will 
be decided first. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio asks that the question of order may be de- 
cided. The Chair knows of no rule of the Sen- | 
ate which makes it out of order to take a recess. | 
if any Senator will be kind enough to indicate the | 
rule, the Chair will consider it; but it occurs to | 
him, it is certainly in order to move to take a | 
recess, 

Mr..CLARK. I desire simply to say that there | 
are one or two little matters lying on the desk that 
ought to be attended to before we take a recess. | 
They might be disposed of, and then we might | 
have a recess, and not impede public business. | 


| 


| 
i 


Mr. BIGLER. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then they cannot 
be considered. 

Mr. GWIN. There can be no objection to con- 
curring in the amendments. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a motion 
before the Senate to take arecess until ten o’clock, 


and the present proceedings are by unanimous | 


consent. 


PUGET SOUND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY. 


Mr. LANE. I move to take up the bill (H. R. 
No. 980) for the adjustment of the claims of the 
Puget Sound Agricultural Company, under the 
treaty of 1846, with Great Britain. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unani- 


|| mous consent, as there is a motion already before 


the Senate 

Mr. LANE. I hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. WADE. My motion is not withdrawn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis before the Sen- 
ate; and if the Senator insists on it, the Chair will 
put it. Is there objection to the request of the 
Senator from Oregon? 

Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the bill can- 
not be considered; and the question is on the mo- 
tion to take a recess. 


BLEUMONT COLLEGE, 


Mr. HARLAN. I ask unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take up House bill No. 203, to en- 





If I could be assured that, after || 









x 
Marcel 2 


able the trustees of the Bleumont Col! 


ege to pre. 


» and for 
other purposes. 


Mr. WADE. I insist og my motion, | 
try if we cannot geta recess, ~ z 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the e..:. 
will hear no request if the Senator from Olin | 
sists on his motion, for it is equivalent to ; ae 
ing objection, The question ts: * Wil] the x 
ate take a recess until ten o’clock 2” ‘ 
Mr.CRITTENDEN, Mr. President 
sat here all night; and I presume 1 shal! foo) 
the consequence of it as much as anybody: lene 
we shall do no business, unless we do if pow 
There are two or three little things that I wants, 
be accomplished before I leave; and ip Which | 
feel [ have been a little to blame for inattensios, 
heretofore, becaiise I have been very much a 
gaged in the great affairs which we were jy 
now discussing. I hope we shall take no recess. 
but let us finish the work we have so wej 
begun. : 
Mr. WADE. Well, I will give way for the 
Senator. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Now, the Senator 
from Kentucky can make his motion, 


JEAN A. B. DAUTERIVE. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


Mr. President, ! have 


| been under all sort of obligations to a valued ac. 


quaintance and friend of mine, belonging to the 
other House, to take a vote upon the bill ({], R. 
No. 582) for the relief of the heirs and leea! rey. 
resentativesof Jean A. B. Dauterive. I have not). 
ing to say about it. I have said all I desire to say 
on the subject, and I only ask that a vote may 
now be taken. The bill has passed the House of 
Representatives, has been several times befor: 
Senate, and has been sufiiciently discussed, 


Mr. CLARK. 1! desire to say this: I should 


s] 
we 


| be exceedingly glad to gratify the Senator from 


Kentucky, who is about to leave us, but the bill 
cannot pass without debate. I have been at the 
trouble of making a plan, or sketch,as well as | 
was able, fromthe report in that case and the bill 
itself, and I am satisfied the bill ought not to pass 
without examination. Upon a mere presentation 
of the plan, the Senate will see it is almost another 
Houmas grant. It proposes to grant an immense 
quantity of land, of which there is no survey, and 
no account. It may be two hundred thousand 
acres; it may be three hundred thousand acres; it 
may be five hundred thousand acres, of which the 
United States may have disposed of one hundred 
and forty thousand or one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand aeres, for which they now propose to issue 
scrip. [am satisfied Senators would not pass the 
bill unless it was carefully examined. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 have been informed 
that there would be no opposition to the billatall, 

robably, and Iasked to take itup with that view. 
hen gentlemen say that it must be discussed, 
it is equivalent to saying it cannot be passed. I 
anal be content to take a vote upon it as It 1s. 
I have endeavored toexplain it heretofore. That 
is probably forgotten. [am willing now to run 
the risk, without further explanation, of having 
the vote on the bill. 

The question being put, the Senate refused to 
take up the bill; there being on a division—ayes 
eleven, noes not counted. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Now, if it is in order, I desire 
to submit a motion. As 

Mr. WADE. Have I lost my motion for 
recess? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has. 
The Senator from Indiana is on the floor. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the Senate pre- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
[**Oh, no.’’] I feel it my duty to make the mo 
tion. I cannot do less. However, I will yield 
to the Senator from Kentucky. 


ELEAZER A. RICHARDSON. ; 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have another little 


thing with which I wish to trouble the Senate. | 
have charge of the case ofa widow with four orphan 
children, an unfortunate woman whose husval 
was killed while in our service. | offered a res 
olution in her behalf some time ago, and, 08 Me" 
tion of the Senator from Lowa, {Mr. Gaines,‘ 
blank was filled with the sum of $400. _» 
a poor, sickly, emaciated woman, left destitute, 
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vith four ssi orphan children. We have ied 
bie same thing e xactly in other cases by appro- 
ion out of the continge nt fund. Task that 
lution may be now taken up. I will not 

eit. Lhope we shall pass it. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
ed the consideration of the following res- 





ed. That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
Senate to the widow of Eleazer A. Richardson, a 
who was killed while in the employmentot the 


Pnited States by the falling of a derrick trom the dome of 


Capitol, the stim of S100. 

Phe resolution was ordered to be engrossed for 
d reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. , 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the Senate now 

to the consideration of executive busi- 
ss; and on that motion I ask for the yeas and 
ys. 

rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secret ry proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GWIN. I was re quested by the Senator 
rom Oregon [Mr. Baker] to pair off with him 
on this question; otherwise I should vote ** yea. 

Mr. POWELL. (I have paired off with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron. } 

‘The result was then annouuced—yeas 16, nays 
20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Crittenden, 
Hunter, Jolinson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane 
Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, Sebastian. 
Wigiall—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster.Grimes, 
Harlan, King, Morrill, Sumner, Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—20. 


nroceed 


Dougtas, 
Latham, 
Tuoinson, and 


Chandler. Clark, 


So the motion to proceed to the consideration 


of executive business was not agreed to. 


JANE W. MKEE. 
Mr. POWELL. I move that the Senate now 
take up House bill No. 740. 


Several Senators. Let us take a recess. 

Mr. POWELL. It will take but a few moments 
to dispose of this bill. I appeal to Senators on 
the other side of the Chamber to allow me to take 
it up. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allof us have bills in the 
same condition. 

Mr. POWELL. I will state that this is a bill 
to grant a pension to the widow of a colonel who 

ist his life atthe battle of Buena Vista—Colonel 
McKee. 
children. 

Mr.GRIMES. She isalready receiving a pen- 
sion of thirty dollars a month. 

Mr. POWELL. Senators on that side of the 
Chamber have indicated by their votes and their 
policy that none of the land that the valor of that 
man helped to acquire should go to the people of 


This lady is very poor, and has six 


the slave States; and | do hope they will give a | 


little something to support this poor widow and 
he : a I hope the bill will be taken up. 

e VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on a motion of the maies from Kentucky to 
take up the bill(H. R. No. 740) granting an in- 


— of pension to Jane W. McKee, widow of || 


Colonel William R. McKee, of the second regi- 
ment of Ke ntucky volunteers. 
Mr. GRIMES. 


accommodate the Senator from Kentuc ky; but I 


desire simply to say that this widow, the widow | 


of a very gallant and meritorious officer, i is al- 


ready drawinga pension of thirty dollarsa month. | 
7 a very large vote, the other day, the Senate | 
2 ‘d that, in cases of this kind, that is, to the | 
ilows of colonels in the Army, the ‘re should be | 


only thirty dollars a month allowed. 


(Mr. POWELL. I know there are en our stat- | 


‘e-book as many as six persons getting pensions 
of this amount; and I do think, if there ever was 


a case when the peusion ought to be enlarged, it || 


is this, 


I hope the Senate ‘will take up the bill 


and pass it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the Senate | 
take a recess until ten o’clock. 


will not say a word on it, but let the vote be 
= : 

- CHANDLER. I make the motion fora 
rn 


Mr. POWELL. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw it. Let us take the bill up, and Senators | 
can thes vote it down, if they choose. 


Mr. POWELL. Let the bill be taken up. [| 


I have no earthly objection to || 
| dispose of 


Mr. ¢ SH ANDLE R. I insist on my motion for 
a recess until ten o clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is the impres- 
sion of the Chair that that motion is not of such 
a privileged character as to take precedence. It 
Is a mouon for a recess, not an adjournment. 

The question being put on the motion of Mr. 
PoweELL, it was not agreed to, being on a 
division—ayes fifteen, noes net counted. 


there 


RECESS. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
that the Senate tak 

Mr. PUGH. 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary concluded the calling of the roll, 
with the following result: 


YEAS—Messrs. 
Chandler, Clark, 


l now renew my motion, 
a recess until ten o’clock. 
l ask for the yeas and nays on 


Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Bright, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fes 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Johnson of Tennes- 
see, Kennedy, King, Latham, Morrill, Nicholson, Sebas- 
tian, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and 
W ilson—28 

NAYS—Me Lane, and Rice—3. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If Senators have 
not voted, now ts the time to vote. 

Mr. BINGHAM and Mr. GRIMES. The 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Puen] has not voted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A pair will not 
hold a Senator on the question of a recess. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 understand a qaorum 
is not necessary on the 


question of recess ora 
question of adjournment. It has not been con- 
strued so. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be unan- 
imous consent, the call forthe yeas and nays may 
be withdrawn, and the Chair will put the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. PUGH. I object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I insist on the Sen- 
ator from Ohio voting. While he is acting here 
asa Senator, Linsistthat the rule shall be enforced 
requiring every Senator to vote. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This question of a recess is 
tantamount to an adjournment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We cannot a etn 
There are some important bills not signed by the 
Presiding Officer of either House; and we shall 
have to vote against adjournment, and sit until 
ten o’clock arrives. It is impossible to adjourn, 
and leave business in its present condition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that there are several Senators present who 
have not voted. 

Mr. GRIMES. I hope the Chair will call their 
names, that the country may know who they are 
that e a savor to hinder the public business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, (to the Secretary.) 
Call the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Puen.) 

The Secretary called Mr. Pucu’s name, who 
refused to answer. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I believe the rule of the 
Senate requires every Senator present to vote. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iask that the rule may 
be read; and that itmay be known distinctly that 
Senators sit here and refuse to comply with the 
rules. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be directed to request the attendance of 
absent Senators. That is the quickest way to 
this question. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the rule on the subject. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 

16. When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one 
fifth of the members present, each member cailed upon 
shall, unless for special reason he be excused by the Senate, 
declare openly, and without debate, his assent or dissent 
to the question.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the rule of 
the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Ohio 
has now left the Chamber. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Senator from Ohio has left 


rs. Crittenden, 


Perhaps, as the 
, there will be no ob- 


jection to withdraw the call. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
will be given. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous 
consent, the call for the yeas and nays may be 
withdrawn. The Chair hears no objection. The 
| sr is on the motion to take a recess until 
| ten o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


] hope unanimous consent 
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The Senate reassembled at ten o’clock, a. m., 
[Monday, March 4.] 

METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 

Mr. CLARK. I move to take up the bill (H. 
R. No. 522) to ineorporate the Metropolitan Gas 
Light Company, upor which there has been a 
motiog for reconsideration, for the purpose of 
disposing of that motion. I hope the vote by 
which the bill was passed will not be reconsidered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [I shall not resist the motion 
to take up the bill, provided the Senator will say 
that he will consent to reconsider itin sucha way 
that it may be amended. I have three or four 
amendments, two of which I deem very import- 
ant, and I shall object to the passage of the bill, 
ee ss those amendments can be incorperated tn 

I shall not object to taking up the bill, provided 
a Senator will consent to the reconsideration of 
the vote passing the bill, and open it for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. CLARK. Of course I cannot give my as- 
sent to the passage of those amendments, | de- 
sire that the bill shall come up, and the motion be 
tried by the Senate, and let the Senate say whether 
they will reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed, or not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is impossible to take a vote 
now. There is no quorum. 

Mr. CLARK. We can try. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 shall ask for the yeas and 
nays on the motion, of course. 

Mr. CLARK. I have no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘ 
taking up the bill, 

Mr. BRIGHT. [ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken 

The VICEPRESIDENT. Thereis no quorum 
present. 


Phe question is on 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEFS. 

Mr. BIGLER. Perhaps there will be unan- 
imous consent to enable me to make a report to 
discharge a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be noob- 
jection, the report will be received, 

Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office, to whom was referred 
the petition of Samuel F. B. Morse, for an exten- 
sion of his patent for the electro-magnetic tele- 
graph, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 575) toextend a patent heretofore granted 
to Samuel F. B. Morse; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John G. Mini, pray- 
ing for an extension of this patent, asked to be 
dise harged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Solomon Whipple, 
praying for an extension of his patent for a ma- 
chine for cutting files, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which Was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of a committee ap- 
pointed by certain employés of the Patent Office, 
praying compensation for their services from 
April 1, 1869, at the rate fixed by law, asked to 
be disc hs urged from its further consideration; 


which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Samuel Colt, praying 
for an extension of his patent for an improve ment 
in firearms, osked to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be discharged from the further consideration of all 
subjects referred to that committee, and not reported on. 

PIERCE AND BACON. 

Mr. PEARCE. I asi unanimous consent to 
submit a re port, accompanied by a resolution, 
which, as it proposes no appropriation, and only 
calls for an opinion from the law officer of the 
Government, I suppose the Senate will not object 
to passing at the present time. The Committee 
on Finance, 
Pierce & Bacon, have directed me to submit a 
report, accompanied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petition of Pierce & Bacon be re 
ferred to t.e Attorney General, and that he be requested to 
inquire into the facts and the law of the case, and report 
his opinion to the Scnate at its next session. 

The resolution was adopted; and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 


to whom was referred the petition of 
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PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, it was 


Ordered, ‘That leave be granted to withdraw the papers ~ 


in relation to claims of citizens of ‘Texas to indemnity for 
depredations by the Indians. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to inquire the 
result of the last vote on the yeas and nays? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The result has not 

yet been announced by the Chair. It will now 
be announced. 

The list of yeas and nays was read, as follows: 

Y EAS—Measrs. Anthony, Bigler, Clark, Clingman, Doo- 
little, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Grimes, Harlan, Hemp 
hill, Jobnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Lane, Lathan, 
Morrill, Nicholson, Pearce, Powell, Rice, Simmons, Suin- 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—28. 

NAYS—Messers. Bragg and Polk—2. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is not a 
quorum voung. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I think there is a quorum 
yresent 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is not a 
quorum present, 

Mr. GRIMES. We seem to be unanimous 
about thiathing. Why can we not withdraw the 
call for the yeas and naysand take up the bill by 
unanimous consent, and let the Senator from In- 
diana propose his amendments? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will do that, provided the 
Senator from New Hampshire will consent to one 
single amendment of the four which [ have pre- 
pared, 

Mr. CLARK. 1 cannot. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Giossprenner, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had approved and 
signed, this day,an act (S. No. 11) to provide for 


the payment of -expenses incurred by the Terri- | 


tories of Washington and Oregon in the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities therein in the years 
1855 and 1856. 

D. H. BRUSH AND OTHERS. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There is a joint resolution 
on the table that | suppose can be passed by unan- 
imous consent, to correct some clerical errors in 
the tariff bill passed the other day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. No action can be 
taken at present, because there is not a quorum 
present, 


Mr. SIMMONS. Everybody will agree to } 


this; and I expect there is a quorum here now. 

Mr. HARLAN. I ask unanimous consent to 
make # report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Several Senators 
have entered the Chamber since the resultof the 
vote was announced, and there may bea quorum 
present. If the question is no longer raised, the 


Chair will assume that a —— is present, and | 
t 


will receive the report of the Senator from lowa. 
Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 


975) for the confirmation of the title to the Saline | 


lands in Jackson county, State of Illinois, to D, 
H. Brush and others, report itback withoutamend- 
ment, and recommend its passage. I ask for its 
consideration now. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, reported to the 
Senate, ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forwey, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills 
and joint resoluuions; and they were signed by the 
Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 19) legalizing certain entries of 
lands on Leavenworth island, in the State of 
Missouri, 

A bill (S. No. 399) for the relief of Thomas G. 


Corbin; 


A bill (S. No. 459) for the relief of Commander | 


Thomas J. Page, United States Navy; 


A bill (S. No. 490) for the relief of Eliza B. 


Mills, widow of Robert Mills; 


A bill (S. No. 502) for the relief of Taylor 


Dudley, of Minnesota; . 

A bill (S. No. 524) authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue a register to the schooner 
Perseverance, of Ogdensburg, New York; 

A bill (S. No. 561) for the relief of Daniel B. 
Hibbard; 
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A bill (S. No. 565) for the relief of Lewis War- | 


rington, paymaster United States Navy; 


A bill (8. No. 567) granting to the States of || one, with the change of the 
_rators. I do not wish to del 


Minnesota and Oregon certain lands reserved by 


Congress for the Territories of Minnesota and | 


Oregon for University purposes; 

A bill (S. No. 568) for the relief of Leslie Coombs 
and Robert H. Crittenden, sureties of the late 
A. J. Mitchell, purser in the United States Navy; 

A joint resolution (8S. No. 45) authorizing the 


issue of the same quota of arms to the State of | 
California, for the years 1850 and 1851, as was | 


issued to that State in 1852; 


tain William L. Hudson, of the United States 


Navy, to accept a diamond brooch for his wife, | 


presented to her by the Emperor of Russia; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 67) authorizing N. 
H. Smiley, United States commercial agent at the 
Falkland Islands, to receive a telescope tendered 
to him by the Belgian Government; 

A bill CH. R. No. 200) to provide for the com- 


pletion of the military road from Fort Union to | 
Santa Fé, and from Taos to Santa Fé, New Mex- 


ico; 

A bill (H. R. No. 132) to remove the United 
States arsenal from the city of St. Louis, and to 
provide for the sale of the lands on which the 
same is located; 


A bill (H. R. No. 537) for the relief of Katha- | 


rine K. Russell; 


for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department and for fulfilling treaty stp- 
ulations with various Indian tribes for the year 
ending June 30, 1862; 

A bill (H.R. No. 895) making appropriations 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending June 30, 1862; 

A bill (H. R. No. 665) to amend an act ap- 


proved February 5, 1859, entitled, ‘* An act pro- || 


viding for keeping and distributing all public doc- 


| uments, and for other purposes;”’ 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 70) to quit title 


' to lands in the State of Iowa; and, 
A joint resolution (H.R. No. 80) to amend the | 


Constitution of the United States. 
METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 


Mr. HARLAN. Iaskthe unanimous consent | 
of the Senate to take up House bill No. 203. It ' 


is a very short bill. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to say to the Senator | 
from Iowa that the vote must be completed on | 


taking up the gas bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Several Senators 
having come in, the Chair assumed the presence 
of a quorum without any question. 


- PRIQUT at te the re . \j 2 ! ' c 
Mr. BRIGHT. What is the result of the vote || ing it, without the Senator from Pennsylvania 


to take up the gas bill? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The result is, that 


no quorum voted, according to the record. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Hasthe Chair decided whether 


the bill is taken up or not? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decides ! 


that, no quorum voting, the bill is not taken up. | 


Mr. BRIGHT. Then the motion fails. 

Mr. KING. But I think the first question on 
the presence of a quorum is, to vote to take up 
that bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the question, | side of the House. ‘It is a part of the charter of 


if it be insisted on. 


Mr. CLARK. I insist upon a vote again on | 


that bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That, then, is the 
pending question; to take up the bill indicated by 
the Senator from New Hampshire. 


Mr. BRIGHT. On that question I ask for the 


| yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted, yeas 33, nay 1; as follows: 


Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, 

Hemphill, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Lane, 

Latham, Morrill, Nicholsou, Polk, Powell, Rice, Simmons, 

Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—33. 
NAY—Mr. Green-—1. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


The. VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
{[Mr. Brerer,} to reconsider the vote by which 


. the bill was passed. 


| its being precisely the same bill which y 


| makes them individua 
| itation. There is a very great difference 


| have labored under 


| give way for a few moments, to allow the Senaro, 
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Mr. CLARK. I desire sim 
charter of this company is e 


ply to say thatthe 
xactly like the olg 
names of the corpo. 


) pate it, but sim; 
ask a vote on the motion to reconsider. - 


Senate shall please, so that the bill sha 
defeated by indirection. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator is mist 


ly to 
> if thy 


\] NOt be 


aken asto 
- aes JEN WAS passed 
some years ago, giving similar privileges to a), 
other company. The individual-liability ely 
in the eleventh section of the bill, which w, 


dt . 1do% _ || passed, is left out in this bill. By that clans. .- 
A joint resolution (S. No. 64) for the appoint- || [ Clause o 
ment of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution; || the amount of their individual stock. The cl A 

A joint resolution (S. No. 65) authorizing Cap- ome 


this bill, the stockholders are made lial)|» onl 


of the prramapter see oon | which I have before my. 

ly liable, without any lim. 
i - There 
is something due to the company that has | 


abore d 
under the embarrassments the ] 


yrresent company 





Mr. WILSON. Willthe Senator from India: 


y 


frem Rhode [sland to call up a joint resolution, 
which is very important to go to the House of 


| Representatives, and be acted on at once? |i wi)! 
| not take a minute. 


Mr. BRIGHT. lam quite sincere in wiships 
to perfect this bill. Ido not intend to make any 


o . 


| factious opposition to it; but L donot intend that i: 
| Shall pass without an effort to put it in what | con. 


sider proper shape, and at the same time giyine 


' 5 m rah | to those who are corporators in the present com- 
A bill (EL. R. No. 865) making appropriations || 


pany what are their just rights. This isa ques- 


| tion that has been not only before the Commitiee 
| on the District of Columbia, but before the Com- 
“mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. |: 


well understood. This is an effort to put through 
a bill to give to five corporators, wholly irrespons- 


‘| ible, certain powers and privileges, for the pur- 


ose of enabling them to sell out. 

Mr SIMMONS. I hope the Senator from In- 
diana will allow me to call up a joint resolution, 
to correct some clerical errors in the tariff bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will give the Senator the 
floor ina moment. I do not wish to be placed in 
the attitude of making factious opposition to any 
measure at this hour of the session. It is some- 
thing I never have done; but I wisi to show the 


| Senate, before I yield the floor, that there is some- 


thing reai in the objection which I make to this 
bill. It is a bill that was presented at the last 
session; and then the Committee on the District 
of Columbia refused to make a favorable report 
upon it. At this session, the chairman of th 
committee was changed, as is well known, and 


the bill has forced its way into the Senate again 


I cannot learn, however, that a majority of the 
committee consented to a favorable report; but it 
ishere. It passed the otherday without my know- 


knowing it, and without the knowledge of several 


| others who felt an interest in the matter. The 


first intimation I had that the bill had passed was 
about the time the Senator from Pennsylvania 
moved the reconsideration. We have sought sev- 
eral times since to get the question considered, 


' but have not been able to do so until this time. 


Now that it is up, I will state, in a few words, 


| that I wish to incorporate the individual-liability 


clause; and I presume there will be no objection 
to that; at least, I hope there will be none on Wis 


another company of the same character In this 
city. Again, I wish an amendment inserted : 
prevent the location of a nuisance of this kint 
within a certain distance of the property of nd 
vate individuals without their consent: and when 
the vote passing the bill is reconsidered, if the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire will allow these \W° 
amendments to be made, I will forego offering 
several others that I have which I think less 1" 


° ill yield the floor to the Senator 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, regs, | portant. Now willy 


Bright, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Doolittle, 


from Missouri, who tells me that he desires 
withdraw some papers. 
On motion of Mr. GREEN it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw i ee 
in the cases of Hezekiah Prichett, Ferguson Smit, Se: 
Weeks, and Hannah McDowell. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I move to take up the Jo” 
resolution to correct some clerical errors!" 
tariff biil. 
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Mr. CLARK. Let it be done by unanimous 
consent without displacing the other bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer 
in the chair.) The joint resolution can only be 
considered now by unanimous consent, The 
Chair hears no objection. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 72) tocorrect certain 
errors In an act entitled ** An act to provide for 
the payment of outstandmg Treasury notes, to au- 
thorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on 
imports, and for other purposes,”’ approved the 
9d of Mareh, 1861, was read asecond time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 


proposes to strike out from the list of articles ex- | 
empt from duty, ‘* wool, unmanufactured, and | 


all hair of the goat, alpaca, and other like animals, 
unmanufactured, the value whereof at the last 


port or place from whence exported to the United 


States shall be 18 cents or under per pound,”’ and 
to strike out of section twenty-four the words, 
‘* all goods, wares, and merchandise which may 
be in the public stores, onthe day and year afore- 
said, shall be subject to no other duty upon the 
entry thereof than if the same were imported 
respectively after thatday;’’ and to strike out from 


section thirteen, ** on woolen shawls, or shawls | 


of which wool shall be the chief component ma- 
terial, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and in addi- 
tion thereto 20 per cent ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. POLK. I ask the Senator from Rhode 
Island if that is merely to correct errors on the 
face of the bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is all. 

Mr. POLK. I have no objection. 

Mr.SIMMONS. In enrolling the bill 


Several Senators. Never mind; itis all right. 





The joint resolution was reported to the Senate. | 


Mr. BRIGHT. When this proposition was | 


called up before, the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
HunteR,] who is absent, objected to its consid- 
eration yesterday; and I do not know that he has 
withdrawn his objection. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator from Virginia will 
not object, now that he knows what it is. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Senator from Rhode 
Island explained the matter to the Senator from 
Virginia, and he was satisfied. I wish to state 
that | examined the enrolled bill, and I discovered 
that these errors had been made. 

The jointresolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. . 

BLUEMONT COLLEGE. 


Mr. HARLAN. lIask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up House bill No. 203. It 
will not occupy two minutes. It is a mere mat- 
ter of form. 

Mr. CLARK. Let it be by unanimous con- 
sent, and then we can go on with the gas bill. 

The bill (H. R. No. 203) to enable the trustees 


of Bluemont College to preémpt a certain quarter | 


section of land, and for other purposes, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
poses to empower Isaac Goodnow, 8S. D. Hous- 
ton, Washington Marlatt, Charles E. Blood, 
Joseph Dennison, William H. McCollom, John 
Paulson, John Pipher, and John Kimball, trus- 
tees of the Bluemont College Association, to enter 
at the proper land office the southwest quarter of 
section twelve, township ten south, of range sz -en 
east, in the district of lands subject to sale at 
Junction City, in Kansas Territory, for the use 
and benefit of the college association. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the time, and passed. 


GUANO DISCOVERIES. 


Mr. WADE. With the assent of the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire, I move to take up the 
amendments of the ‘Hous. of Representatives to 
Senate bill No. 303. I believe that now, by unan- 


imous consent, the amendments will be con- 
curred in, 


_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) It is moved that the Senate take up 
for consideration the amendments of the House 
of Representatives to the bill (S. No. 303) sup- 


e 


It pro- | 


| 


| 
| 
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| plementary to the act entitled ‘* An act to author- 

ize protection to be given to citizens of the United 
States who may discover deposits of guano,”’ ap- 
proved August 18, 1856. 

Mr. CLARK. Let it be by unanimous con- 
sent. 

The amendments were concurred in. 


| 
| 


METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 
Mr. CLARK. I now desire the Senate to re- 


sume the consideration of the bill to incorporate 
the Metropolitan Gas-light Company, which was 
laid aside informally. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That bill is 
now before the Senate. 

Mr.CLARK. I desire to say, in regard to what 
was said by the Senator from Indiana, that the 
bill already provides for the individual liability of 
the corporators for their stock, and to its amount 
besides. The individual-liability principle is in 
it. It also provides that the company shall not 
lay their pipe, nor build their works, in such a 
way as to create a nuisance or injure private prop- 
erty. The design of the bill 1s to incorporate 
another company here, to be put by the side of 
the present one, which has become so much ofa 
monopoly, for the purpose of competition, and to 
regulate the distribution and price of gas. I hope 
the bill will not be reconsidered. It has been 
nassed by the House of Representatives, and has 
on before the Senate Committee on the District 
of Columbia, and approved by all the members 
present, and has been reported here, and passed. 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is a question of fact 
between the Senator from New Hampshire and 
myself as to whether this bill is acopy of the law 
passed incorporating a company ofa similar char- 
acter, some yeags since. If the Senator will turn 
to the eleventh section of that act of incorporation, 
he will find that it reads as follows: 

* That each of the stockholders in the Washington Gas- 
light Company shall be held liable in his or her individual 


capacity for all the debts and liabilities of the said com- 
pauy.’? 





—i 


This bill, as presented by the Senator from 
New Hampshire, adds the words, ‘‘ to the amount 
of their individual stock.”’ 

Mr. CLARK. Yes. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That is a very important 
amendment. 

Mr. CLARK. It makes them liable to the 
amount of their individual stock. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I stated to the Senator, for 
the purpose of saving time, that if he would con- 
sent to strike out the words ‘*to the amount of 
their individual stock,’’? I would not discuss the 
question further on that pount. 

Mr. CLARK. I am exceedingly obliged to the 


| Senator from Indiana for that kind offer, because 





defeat the bill; and that would accomplish his 
own 
the House of Representatives. I desire that the 
| bill shall be either defeated or sustained on the 
motion to reconsiler. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It would be much better to 
defeat the bill, as it reads now, than to pass it. 


duty in making the effort. The bill as originall 





| I now propose to insert. 
some gentlemen to incorporate a rival gas com- 
pany,and theirobject. The effect of it, of course, 
would be to cheapeu the article—something that 
we all desire, because one of the necessities of 
| life—light; something we all need. 


This bill further contains no clause limiting the | 


price to be paid per thousand feet for gas. The 


charter of the company thatis now operating does 


he knows as well as I dothat an amendment will | 


urpose, because it cannot be acted upon by | 


Therefore, I conceive that I am in the line of my | 


framed, I understand, contained the clause which | 
I know the anxiety of | 








to be given to thi- irresponsible company of five | 


persons contains <pecial privileges that are not 
in the charter to the corporation now in existence. 
| I appeal to Senators whether this is fair, whether 
| it is just, after we have conferred certain priv- 
| ileges to a company that has gone into operation, 


} 
| 
contain this limitation. The franchise proposed 
| 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOIN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 










New Senies..... No. 89. 


company, calculated to reader less valuable those 

rivileges, without some better reasons than we 
aave heard assigned in this case. I repeat, if the 
Senator will consent to the reconsideration of the 
vote passing the bill, and allow us to get back jn 
Committee of the Whole, | will content myself 
with offering two amendments; and when they are 
voted upon, I shall be content with the result. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand the Senator ob- 
jects. 


Mr.CLARK., Istated distinetly that Lcould not 


| consent to any amendment, If the Senate choose 


to vote to reconsider and put the bill back in com- 
mittee, for the purpose of amendment, I must sub- 
mit; but I desire to say that this is a bill to incor- 


| porate a company here of responsible persons, 


with a capital of $200,000, to run against another 


| company with a capital of $500,000, and their 


works all completed. There is no necessity for 
limiting the price of gas in this bill, because the 
other company sell their gas at a certain price 
which is fixed; and of course this company can 
never sell gas ata greater price than the other com- 
pany is limited to by law. They cannot exceed 
it; and that fixes both. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not make thatamendment 
a ‘sine que non’’ in the case; but the amend- 
ment in regard to the individual liability of stock- 
holders, and the one which provides that the com- 
pany shall not establish a nuisance without the 
consent of the property-holders, I do; and unless 
incorporated into this bill it will not pass to-day, 
in my opinion. 

Mr. CLARK. The bill expressly provides that 
these corporators shall not injure private property 
or create a nuisance; and that they must lay their 
pipe and erect their works under the direction of 
the municipal authorities, 

Mr. BRIGHT. It has been decided, 1 am in- 
formed, that the municipal authorities here have 
no control in just such a case; and hence the im- 
portance of making this amendment a part of the 
charter. I was in hopes that the Senator would 
consent to the reconsideration for the purpose of 
allowing me to present the amendments which | 
propose to offer; and then, if they were voted 
down, I was not inclined to discuss the subject 
further. 

Mr. CLARK. I stated to the Senator twice 
that I would not; and it is no use to repeat the 

uestion. ’ 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I shall ask the Senate to 
reconsider, for the purpose of giving me an oppor- 
tunity to offer the amendments, That part of the 
bill L will read. IL propose, in the eleventh sec- 
tion, to strike out, in the third and fourth lines, 
the words, ‘‘to the amount of their individual 


| stock;’’ to add, at the end of section seven: 


Provided further, That the said corporation of Wash 
ington shall not grant permission to said company to erect 
their gus works, &c., until the owners of all the property 
within one hundred and fifty yards of the site proposed by 
said company have signified in writing to the Mayor of 
Washington their consent to the same. 


I should also like to add to the seventh section: 


That the said company shall not be permitted to sell gas 
to any consumer until it has satisfied the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings that it has laid down in the streets and 
avenues of Washington at least twenty miles of gas mains 
of an average diameter of six inches. 


This is about-half the amount that has been laid 
down by the present company, and is a part of 


| the charter that controls the company now in 


existence. I had prepared another amendment: 


That the said Metropolitan Gas-light Company shall not 
charge the consumers of gas furnished by said company 
more than thirty-five cents per hundred cubie feet, subject 
to a deduction of not less than ten per centusm on al! bills 
for gas paid at the office of said company. 


It is very natural for gentlemen interested in 


| consuming gas to feel disposed to organize an 


opposing company in competition with an exist- 


| Ing company, in order to get gas at cheaper rates; 


ut in passing a law of that kind, it is but just 


| and proper towards those whom we have encour- 
to embarrass it by giving privileges to another || aged to engage in this enterprise that their rights 
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should be consulted, and all legislation so guarded 
as to properly protect them. , 

Furthermore, in granting a charter like this, it 
is a matter of some consequence to know who 


Eee 


are the corporators, and what are their responsi- | 


hilities, Whom do you propose to make corpora- 
tors in the bill before the Senate? A company, 
[ am informed, that are not, within themselves, 
able to establish and put in operation any sach 
enterprise, Thatis not pretended. 
urging the passage of this bill does not believe 
that the corporators named in it, if it were to 
pass, have the capital even to commence a work 
of this kind, much less to finish it. The corpora- 


tors of the present company have already ex- | 
ae within the limits of your city over six | 
i 


undred thousand dollars. I submit that it is 


not right to put in competition with them an irre- | 


aponsible sect of men merely for the purpose of 
giving them an opportunity of making sale of the 
ri vileges that you thus confer—in plain language, 
laonlintor the levying of * black mail.”’ If it is 
the pleasure of the Senate to confer these privi- 
leges on another company, they certainly ought 
to confer them with the limitations that have been 
usually imposed in granting similar charters, and 
in such @ way as not to prejudice honest men 
whom you had previously encouraged by your 
legislation to invest their capital in a similar en- 
terprise, When it was, to say the least of it, a 
very doubtful experiment. 

Why refuse to attach the individual-liability 
clause to this bill? You may turn over the legis- 
lation of Congress for the lest forty years, and 
you cannot find a grant of any such power to any 
company in the District of Columbia without the 
individual-liability clause being inserted, not to 


the amount of their stock—for that is no guaran- | 


tee whatever as against irresponsible men—but to 
the entire amount of the indebtness of the com- 


pany, however contracted or incurred. I should | 
like to hear the Senator give some good reason | 
for excluding this amendment from this bill when | 
it has been put in all bills of a similar character. || 


It was in the bill that was before the committee 
at the last session. 
the fundamental principles of the Democratic 
party, that they will grant to no corporation of 
the character of this such privileges and fran- 
chises without making the corporators liable, in 
their individual capacity, for the entire indebted- 
ness of the corporation. 


Then, sir, is this to be a perpetual charter? If | 


so, is there any clause providing that, in case 
of non user, the franchises under it shall expire? 
None whatever. If the vote is reconsidered, | 
shall move an amendment, providing that, unless 


the corporators in this case exercise the privileges | 


conferred on them within twelve months from the 
passage of thisact, none of the rights guarantied 
to the corporators shall result tothem? I suppose 


the Senator would not object to thatamendment, | 
unless he supposed the object of offering it was | 


to defeat the bill, which I bave told him it is not. 


Again, sir, | repeat, this bill provides for es, | 


tablishing a nuisance, put it in what part of the 
city you may; and itis but just to those who own 
property within the limits of the city, that they 
should be protected by its terms, and not allow 
these corporators (even admitting that they were 
able to enter upon this enterprise and to carry it 
out) to erect a nuisance within a certain distance 
of private property, without the consent of the 
owners of that property. 

There is no great necessity for hurrying the 
passage of a bill of this kind. It will answer as 
well at the next as atthis session. Itisnot such 
a billas the Senator from New Hampshire himself 
would prepare, if time were given him. I think 
I can say, from what I know of his sense of jus- 


tice, that it is not such a charter as he would pre- | 
pare, if the question of preparing one was sub- | 


mitted to him. 


Now, sir, as tothe amendment limiting the price | 


to be paid for gas, that, I admit, is not so import- 


ant; nevertheless, I think it ought to pass. The | 
individual-liability clause is one that I will not | 


ield; and I hope the Senate will insist upon it. 
Tire limitation providing that in case of non user 
for twelve months, the privileges conferred shall 
cease, isan amendment that I am quite sure the 
Senate would insert under ordinary circumstances. 
They may not, under the pressure of the Senator 
from New Hampshire; but these amendments are 


The Senator | 


I understand it to be one of |! 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| just and right and proper, and yet the Senator 
| from New Harmshire, who might have had the 
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Speaker had signed an enrolled bjjj (H.R 


975) for the confirmation of the title to the ..) 


bill disposed of in the length of time I have been || Jands in Jackson county, State of Illinois tol 


| speaking, will not consent to any amendment. | 
Now, sir, | am quite as obstinate. I will not 
consent, for one, that any act of incorporation giv- 
ing to a company the franchise proposed to be 
given to this company shall! pass the Sonate with- 
out making an effort at least to put in it a clause | 
that has uniformly been insisted upon in all such | 
cases by Congress. 

Now, I appeal to gentlemen of the same polit- 
ical opinions which | entertain, whether they are 
willing to pass a bill of this kind in this shape. || 
The principle is precisely the same in this bill as || 
it would be in any other. The principle in a bill 
incorporating a gas company is just as sacred as || 
though applied in incorporating a bank in the | 
District of Columbia. I believe, by the way, that | 
this bill confers banking privileges by implication. 
I inquire of the Senator whether he does not claim 
that, under the provisions of this bill, this com- 
| pany may exercise banking powers? If this were 

a proposition to chartera bank, L apprehend there || 
would be no difficulty in inserting the individual- 
liability clause. Then why not subject these cor- 
porators, who, it must be admitted, are irrespons- 
ible as compared with the present company, to the 
, same liabilities to which you have subjected other | 
corporators under similar circumstances? I hold || 
the principle just as sacred, and just as important | 
to defend it in this measure, as | would in case 
there was a proposition before the Senate to char- 
ter a bank with a capital of $500,000. The com- 
pany that this bill creates to come in competition || 
with, have already expended more than half a | 
million dollars. They have expended it not only || 
for the convenience of the residents here, but for }| 
the accommodation of the public buildings—the 
War, the Navy, the Interior, and the Post Office 
Departments, the Capitol, &c. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will suspend his remarks to allow a message to be 
received. 


| 


| 


i 
| 
i| 
}| 
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BILLS BECOME LAWs. 


| A message from the President of the United 
| States, by Mr. Griossprenner, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had approved and 
signed, this day, the following bills and joint res- 
olutions: 

An act (S. No. 19) legalizing certain entries of 
lands on Leavenworth island, in the State of || 
Missouri; 

An act (S. No. 399) for the relief of Thomas } 
G, Corbin; 

An act (S. No. 459) for the reliefof Commander 
Thomas J. Page, United States Navy; 

An act (S. N. 490) for the relief of Eliza B. | 
Mills, widow of Robert Mills; 

An act (S. No. 502) for the relief of Taylor 
Dudley, of Minnesota; 

An act (S. No. 524) authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue a register to the schooner 
Perseverance, of Ogdensburg, New York; 

An act (S. No. 561) for the relief of Daniel B. 
Hibbard; 

An act (S. No. 565) for the relief of Lewis 
Warrington, paymaster United States Navy; 

An act (S. No. 567) granting to the States of 
Minnesota and Oregon certain lands reserved by 
Congress for the Teerisotian of Minnesota and 
Oregon for university purposes; 

An act (S. No. 568) for the relief of Leslie 
Coombs and Robert H. Crittenden, sureties of the 
late A. J. Mitchell, purser in the United States 
Navy; 4 

A joint resolution (S. No. 45) authorizing the || 
issue of the same quota of arms to the State of || 
| California for the years 1850 and 1851 as was || 
| issued to that State in 1852; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 64) for the appoint- || 
ment of regents of the Smithsonian Institution; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 67) authorizing W. 
H. Smiley, commercial agent at the Falkland 
Islands, to receive a telescope tendered to him by 
the Belgian Government; and 

A joint resolution (S. No, 65) authorizing Cap- | 
tain William L. Hudson, of the United States 
|| Navy, to accept a diamond brooch for his wife, | 


} 
} 


|| presented to her by the Emperor of Russia. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Foryey, its Clerk, announced that the 











_ ordered, to-day, the printing of the fol 
uments: 


H. Brush and others; and it was sic . D 
Vice President. pue'ty 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTs. 
The message further announced that the Hous 


' 
sue 


lowing doc. 


A message from the President of the Uni 
States, in relation to the seizure of the aoe 
New Orleans—ordered at eleven o'clock. 
twenty-seven minutes. 

A letter from the Seeretary of War, trangm;, 
ting a list of clerks, &c., of the War Denar, 
—ordered at eleven o’clock and twenty-n 
utes. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans 
mitting copies of the Navy Register—ordered 
eleven o’clock and thirty minutes. - 

A letter from the Secretary of State, trangy:. 
ting a statement of the number and description, 
passengers arriving in the United States—ordeny 
at eleven o’clock and thirty-one minutes, 

A message from the President of the Ups 
States, in answer to a resolution of the icin 
calling for reasons for the assembling of troaps jy 
the city of Washington—ordered ateleyeno'¢lock 
and thirty-one minutes. 


METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 
Mr. BRIGHT. The fact that these corpora. 


at 
Clock and 


artment 
ine min- 


it 
uy 


tors have subjected themselves to the risk tho: 
| they have, by enormous expenditures, ougl », 


commend them to the favorable consideration of 
Congress. It is not just to embarrass them, ! 
conferring like privileges oi another company, 
without Imposing on them the same restrictions 
and limitations. You first encouraged the wey 
who compose the present company to underiak 
the experiment, and they have gone on and may 
an expenditure of over six hundred thousand do!- 
lars. After the experiment is fairly launched, and 
the enterprise progressing so far as 1 have heard 
any expression, to the entire satisfaction of the 
public, you propose to incorporate a new com- 
pany, under circumstances that justifies the belief 
that you are striking a blow at them. | should 
be glad to have gentlemen examine tlie names of 
the proposed peer: and inquire as to their 
responsibility. hy should you give this new 
company all the powers you conterred on the 
former company, leaving out many of the limita- 
tions and restrictions. 

Having despaired, Mr. President, of bringing the 
Senator from New Hampshire to consent to what 

consider just and fair, for the purpose of hav- 
ing this question thoroughly understood, and * < 
ing T must go into a general examination of \« 
first act of incorporation and the one before us, 
I will read the charter of the existing company; 


-and I will read the principal provisions of this 
| bill, in order to make a comparison of the merits 
| of the two. 


The act of incorporation passed 
July 8, 1848, has been several times amended. 
It is not to be expected that in passing so import- 


| anta billas this, incorporating a company mvoly- 


ing so large an expenditure, the bill would be made 
— at the first trial. That is fully illustrate 
y reference to the original charter. | will thai k 
the Secretary to send me the bill under considers 
tion. 
Mr. CLARK. If the Senator from Indiana's 
a little tired, I will go on, and then he can go 0% 
by and by. ya 
Mr. BRIGHT. I am not at all tired. Its im 
ortant, in order to enlighten the Senate as to Wi" 
is really their duty in connection with this case; 
to understand first the original charter that was 
assed in 1848, and the amendments that have 


n made from time to time since, and then com 


pare the whole with the bill reported by the Sen- 


ator from New Hampshire, which he claims 


perfect—so perfect that he will allow no ani 
ment to be made. 
I can improve it in many respects. 


Gas-light Company” provides: 


“Phat John T. Callan, Jacob Bigelow. DB. ow 


W. H. Harover, M. P. Calian, W. A. Bradley, a 


ratoe are perc) 
English, and their present and future associates, are 0°" 


declared to be a body politic and corporate, by the he 
and style of the Washington Gas-light Compa 


same name shall have perpetual succession. 


able to sue and ba sued, plead aud be impleaded, tn 8! 


Now, I propose to show _ 
The first sec- 


tion of the * Act to incorporate the Washingto" 
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courts of law and equity in the District of Columbia and || 
elsewhere; and to make and have a common seal, and the {| 
came to break, alter, and renew at pleasure; to ordain |} 
and establish such by taws, ordinances, and regulations, 
and generally to do every act and thing necessary to carry 


into effect this act, or to promote the objects and design of 
this corporation. 

It has been claimed that, under this first sec- 
jon, the city authorities of Washington can reg- || 


I 


ulate the location of such nuisances as are pro- 


vided for in this bill—for I call a great gas-works | 


a necessary nuisance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) Will the Senator suspend his re- 
marks to allow the Chair to receive a message ? 


Mr. BRIGHT. Certainly. 
PATENT LAWS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 
House had concurred in the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 10) in addition 
to “an act to promote the progress of the useful | 
arts.’ 1 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker | 
had signed an enrolled ball (S. No. 303) supple- 
mentary to the act entitled ‘* An act to authorize || 
protection to be given to citizens of the United 
States who may discover deposits of guano,’’ ap- 
woved August 18, 1856; and it was signed by the 
Vice President. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


The message further announced that the House | 
had passed a resolution for the appointment of a | 
committee on their part, to join such a committee | 
as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, | 
to wait on the President of the United States and 
inform him that the two Houses of Congress are 
ready to close the present session by an adjourn- 
ment; and had appointed Mr. Joun Suerman of 
Ohio, Mr. Tuomas S. Bocock of Virginia, and 
Mr. Emerson Erneripce of Tennessee, the com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. BIGLER, the Vice Presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint the committee on 
the part of the Senate; and Mr. Rice and Mr. 
SimMONS were appointed. 


METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. 
R. No. 522) to incorporate the Metropolitan Gas- 
light Company in the District of Columbia is 
again before the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire gave, as a reason for refusing to agree toa 
reconsideration of the vote passing this bill, that 
one of the amendments which I propose to offer 
to prevent the location of a nuisance of this kind 
was unnecessary, as the city authorities already 
possessed the power to inhibit its location within 
certain limits. That question, as I understand, 
has been decided by the courts of the District, 
and there isa denial of any such power’ on the 
part of the municipal corporation, eitherof Wash- 
ington or Georgetown, as has been claimed by 
the Senator from New Hampshire. The second || 
section of the charter of the existing company 
provides: 


“That the capital stock of this corporation shall not ex- | 
ceed $50,000 ; that a share in the same shall be twenty dol- 
lars; and books of subscription to the said capital stock, or 
to such portions thereof as from time to time may, by the 
directors for the time being, be decmed proper and neces- 
sary, shall be opened by the appointment or under the di- 
rection of the directors hereinafter named, subject to such 
rules, limitations, and conditions, ax by them shall be pre- 
Scribed ; and the stock of the corporation shall be deemed 


personal property.’? 

The original was $50,000; but as this enter- 
prise developed itself, additional capital has been 
invested from time to time;until the amount ex- 
pended, as has been satisfactorily shown, amounts 
t over six hundred thousand dolar. The third 
Section is merely declaratory as to the election of 
directors, &c.;and as I only wish to read the im- 
portant parts of the charter, I will pass that by. || 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


= suspend to allow the Chair to receive a mes- | 
ve 


Mr. BRIGHT. With pleasure. 
MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
y Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 














House had passed the joint resolution of the Sen- 
ate (No. 72) to correct certain errors in the act 
entitled **An act to provide for the payment of 


outstanding ny notes, to authorize a loan, | 


to regulate and fix t j 
other purposes,’’ approved 2d March, 1861. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 203) to 
enable the trustees of the Bluemont college to 
preémpt a certain quarter section of land, and for 


| other purposes; and it was signed by the Vice 
| President. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


1e duty on imports, and for | 


Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
942) for the relief of Sally G. Northup, reported 
it with an amendment. 

He also, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (C. C. No. 94) for the 
relief of Augustus H.*Evans, reported it without 
amendment. 


METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill H. 


| R. No. 522 is before the Senate. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Section four of the charter of 
the present company provides— 


* That John F. Callan, Jacob Bigelow, B. B. French, W. 
H. Harovet, M. P. Callan, and W. A. Bradley, shall be the 


| first directors of the said company, who shall hold thetr of- 
| fices until the second Monday of January, in the year of our 


Lord 1849, and until others are chosen in their places; and 
they shall proceed to choose their president at such time 
and place as they, or a majority of them, shall determine.”’ 


The fifth section provides— 


** That in case it shall at any time happen that an elec- 
tion for directors shall not take place on the day appointed 
by this act for that purpose, the said corporation shall not 
for that cause, or for any non user be deemed to be dis- 
solved, but it shall and may be lawtul to hold an election 
for directors on any other day, in such manner as shall be 
provided for by the by-laws of the said corporation.” 


That is one of the fatal defects, in my, judg- 
ment, in this hill. Suppose you grant ail 

franchises claimed by this bill without any lim- 
itation affixed as to when they shall be used: are 
they to be perpetual? There ought to be a point 


| of time named; and it should be declared that if 


the corporators do not exercise the privileges con- 
ferred by the bill within six, twelve, or twenty- 
four months, they shall be forfeited, 
is not to give toany company perpetual franchises 
of this kind without their being used. If they are 
not used by the grantees within a proper time, 
they ought to expire,and the privileges be granted 
to some one else. 

Furthermore,such an amendment as I now pro- 
pose is well calculated, as my friend from North 


| Carolina (Mr. Braga] suggests, to break down 


a very pernicious practice that lam told exists 
even in the District of Columbia—that of levying 


black mail. I ane there is nothing of that kind | 


intended by the 
Hampshire. 

Mr. CLARK. It must be on the other com- 
pany; not on this one. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The third amendment which 


ill of the Senator from New 


| Fpropose, should be adopted; and if it is the pleas- 


ure of the Senate to reconsider the vote passing 
the bill, I hope I shall have the vote even of the 


| Senator from NewHampshite to insertthatamend- 


ment. 
Section seven of the existing charter provides: 
“That the president and directors shall have full power 


| and authority to manufacture, make, and sell gas, to be 
| made of coal, oil, tar, peat, pitch, or turpentine, or other 


material, and to be used for the purpose of lighting the city 
of Washington, or the streets thereof, and any buildings, 
manufactories, or houses therein contained and situate, 
and to lay pipes for the purpose uf conducting gas in any 
of the streets, avenues, and alleys of the said city; and 
also, that the said company will so conduct the manutacto- 
ries of gas as not to injure private property or create = nul- 
sance: Provided, however, That the said pipes shall be laid 
subject to such conditions and in compliance with such 


| regulations as the corporation of Washington may, from 


time to time, preseribe : nd provided, further, ‘Tiat the 
right to erect or put up any buildings, works, or apparatns, 
for the manufacture of gas, shail be subject to such terms, 
conditions, restrictions, and regulations as the said corpo- 
ration of Washington may or shall, from time to time, 
prescribe or direct.” 


The most dangerous of all kinds of legislation 


| is. that which leaves language ambiguous. I re- 
| marked,a moment ago, thatithad been decided by 


the courts of the District of Columbia, that the 
seventh section of this act did not confer authority 


' 
the 
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, upon the corporation either of Washington or 


Georgetown to restrict the limits within which the 
works should be located. All the power that the 
corporations of Washington and Georgetown pos- 
sess is derived directly from grants by Congress, 
and from no other source. Now, as there has 
been a clear denial of any such right by the courts 
of the District of Columbia, it is very important 
that the amtndment which | propose on this point 
should be incorporated in this bill, and in lan- 


|| guage so plain and intelligible as not to admit of 
_ 


doubt or misconstruction. 

The eighth section of the existing charter pro- 
vides: 

« That if any person or persons shall willfully do, or canse 
to be done, any act or acts whatever, whereby the works 
of said corporation, or any pipe, conduit, plug, cock, reser 
voir, or any engine, machine, or structure, Or any matter, 
or thing, appertaining to the same, shall be stopped, ob 
structed, impaired, weakened, injured, or destroyed, the 
person or persons eo offending shall forfeit and pay to the 
said corporation double the amountof the damage sustained 


| by means of such offense or injury, to be recovered tn the 


name of the said corporation, with costs of suit, in any 
action of debt, to be brought in any court having cognizance 
thereof.’ 


The ninth section provides: 
“That nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent 


| any person or persons, nor any incorporated company here 
| after to be created by Congress for that purpose, from en- 


gaging in and pursuing the business specified in the seventh 
section of this act; and that it shall be lawful for Congress 
at any time hereafter to alter, amend, or repeal this act.” 


I believe there is no repealing clause in the bill 
presented by the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. CLARK. Yes there is. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The tenth section provides: 


“ That nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
to authorize the said Washington Gas-light Company to 
make, issue.or put in circulation any bill, draft, check, 
order, promissory note, change ticket, or anything else 
promising or agreeing to pay money, intended to circulate 
as money, or the tendency of which shall be to circulate as 
money or currency; and the violation of any one of the 

rovisions of this section shall be a forfeiture of the charter 
Cocein granted and a fine of fifty dollars against each of the 
directors voting for the same.”’ 


The eleventh section provides: 


“ That each of the stockholders in the Washington Gas 
light Company shall be held liable in his or ber individuai 
capacity for all debts and liabilities of the said company, 


| however contracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit as 


other debts og liabilities, before the court or tribunal having 


| jurisdiction of the case.”’ 


My object |, 


While on this point, I will refer to the difference 
between the section I have just read in the original 
charter, and the one in the bill, that has been 


offered by the Senator from New Hampshire. 


| He insisted in his opening remarks, that section 


cleven, of the bill under consideration, was pre- 
cisely in the language of the section upon the same 
subject in the original charter. Now, mark the 


| difference: 


Sec. LL. And be it further enacted, That each of the stock 
holders in the Metropolitan Gas-Light Company shall be 
held liable in his or her individual capacity to the amount 
of their individual stock. 

There the liability ceases. The charter of the 
company that [ have spoken of, says they shall 


| be held liable in their individual capacity, for all 


of the debts and liabilities ef the compary how- 
ever contracted or incurred. ‘There is a marked 
difference between the two provisions. In this in- 
stance the liability is limited to the extent of their 
stock, and that stock is to be held by irresponsi- 
ble corporators. The corporators named in the 
act of 1848, are responsible men, admitted, known 
to be such throughout this community. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will give way to allow a message to be received. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE ILOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 215) 
to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth section 
of ‘An act to regulate the collection of duties on 
imports and tonnage,’’ approved 2d March, 1799. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills and joint 
resolutions; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President: - 

A bill (S. No. 215) to amend the provisions of 


| the fifty-sixth section of an act to regulate the 


| 
| 
| 


collection of duties on imports and tonuage, ap- 
proved 2d March, 1799; 
A bill (S. No. 10) in addition to ‘An act to 
promote the progress of the useful arts;’’ and _ 
A joint resolution (S. No. 72) to correct certain 


+ eee 
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the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, to 


authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on || 


imports, and for other purposes,” 


March, 1861. 
METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 


approved 2d 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill to in- || 


corporate the Metropolitan Gas-Light Company, 


in the District of Columbia, is before the Senate. | 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


If the vote reconsidering the 


ee of the bill be agreed to, and it be brought | 


ack into Committee of the Whole, I shall move 


to strike out, in the eleventh section of the bill of | 


the Senator from New Hampshire, the words 


**¢to the amount of their individual stock;’’ so that | 


the clause will read: 


Bec. Ll. And be it further enacted, That each of the 
stockholders in the Metropolitan Gas-Light Company shall 
be held liable, in his or ber individual capacity, tor all the 
debts and liabilities of the said company, however con- 
tracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit, as other debts 
or liabilities, be‘ore the court or tribunal having jurisdiction 
in the cnse. 


The act incorporating the existing company as 
I have said, was approved July 8, 1848. On the 


2d of August, 1851,an amendment was made, and || 


an amendment very important, as connected with | 


the bill presemed by the Senator from New Hamp- 


shire; and it will show the propriety of adopting | 


at least thret of the six amendments that | have 

prepared and shall offer,ifan opportunity is given 

tome. The act of August 2, 1852, is: 

An act to amend an act entitled * An act to incorporate the 
Washington Gas-light Company,” approved July 8, 13848. 
Be it enacted, §c., That the act entitled * An act to in- 

corporate the Washington Gas-light Company,” approved 

July 8, 1848, be, and the same is hereby, amended by in- 


serting in the section, immediately before the word “fitty,”’ || 


the words * three hundred and ;” and in the seventh section, 


wherever the word ** Washington” occurs, by inserting im- | 


mediately thereafter the words * and Georgetown.”’ 


Making the shares of the company $300, in- 
stead of fifty dollars; making true what I said be- 
fore, that originally this was an experiment, and 
a very dangerous and doubtful one for men of 
property to undertake, particularly with the clause 
which [| have read, making them individually 
liable for all the debts of the corporation. By the 


| 


twelfth section of the act of July 20,°1854, it was | 


enacted: 


* That all right granted to the Washington Gas-Light 
Company by an act entitled ‘An act to amend an act en- 
titled “* An act to incorporate the Washington Gas-light 
Company, approved July 8, 1848,” approved August 2, 
1852,’ to lay gas mains or pipes in the city of Georgetown, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed.”’ 


These acts have been complicated somewhat 
by making them applicable to Georgetown. 


| House having completed its business, is now 


| Indiana would. 

















The PRESIDING CFFICER. It requires | 
unanimous consent, ther: being another matter | 
before the Senate. 

Mr. POWELL. I ask unanimous consent. | 
It will take but a single moment. | 

Mr. CLARK. I cannot consent. I want the 
Senator from Indiana to read the by-laws of this 
company,sothat I can understand eas. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 


ready to adjourn. 
METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Do I understand the Senator 
from New Hampshire to say he would read the 
by-laws? 

Mr.CLARK. I said I hoped the Senator from 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have not got them. 
send, however, and get them to accommodate the 


I can | 


errors in the act entitled ‘* An act to provide for || Mr. POWELL. I move to take up House limited time, 
| bill No, 740. 





Senator. [Laughter.] 
Mr. CLARK. Iam very much obliged to the 


Senator for his courtesy,and would be very glad | 
_if-he would. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I prefer, first, to get through 
with some further explanations. ‘The first sec- 
tion of this bill provides: 

That H. 8. Davis, Cyrus Moore, G. W. Cochrane, J. G. 
Ellis, Harmon Burns, Joseph Shillington, and Jeremiah 
Hepburn, and their present and future associates, are hereby 
declared to be a body-politic and corporate, by the name 


| and style of the ** Metropolitan Gas-light Company,’’ and 


by the same name shall have perpetual succession, and 
shall be able to sue and be sued, plead and be iinpleaded, 
in all courts of law and equity in the District of Columbia 
and elsewhere ; and to make and have a common seal. 


I will not read the whole section. I believe it 


| is precisely the same as the corresponding section 


! 


in the charter that I have just read. 

Mr. BIGLER. I insist on reading the whole 
of it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ishallnot beable to get through, 
if I read the whole. 

The second section of the bill provides: 


That the capital stock of this corporation shall not ex- 


| ceed $200,000, and that a share in the same shal] be twenty 


As | 


originally passed, they were applicable to the city | 


of Washington alone; but subsequently there was 


an act extending the pipes to the adjacent city of | 


Georgetown. The legislation that has taken place 
since has been applicable as well to Georgetown 
as to Washington, which has somewhat confused 
the subject; but the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, doubtless, by an examination, will under- 
stand exactly the relative position of the two. 
Mr. CLARK. 
tor keeps on about half an hour. I am getting 
enlightened. 
from Indiana is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. BRIGHT. On the 3d of January, 1855, 


there was another act passed: 


An act authorizing the Washington Gas-light Company to 
increase the capital stock of said company. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Washington Gas-light Com- 
pany be, and the same hereby is, authorized to increase 
the capital stock thereof $150,000. 

Src. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the sajd stock 
shall be subscribed on the books of said company in shares 
of twenty dollars, and the holders of the said increased cer- 
tficates of stock shall be held subject to the same liability 
as provided in the eleventh section of the original act of in- 
corporation, approved July 8, 1848. 


These men were developing this experiment 
year after peers and though the stock was not 
profitable, they were willing to risk their money 
and make their expenditure for the accommoda- 


I dare say I shall, if the Sena- | 


tion, as I have said, not of private individuals | 


only, but of the public. 
Mr. POWELL. Will! the Senator allow me 
to cali up a private bill ? 
Mr. BRIGHT. 
should like to conclude m 
yield to the Senator from 


remarks, but I will 
entucky. 


ae 


dollars ; and books of subscription to the said capital stock, 
or to such portions thereofas from time to time may, by the 
directors for the time being, be deemed proper and neces- 


\ sary, shall be opened by the appointment or under the di- 


rection of the directors hereinafter named, subject to such | 


rules, limitations, and conditions as by them shall be pre- 
seribed, and the stock of the corporation shall be deemed 
personal property. 

Section four, which I do not propose to amend, 
provides: 

That H. 8. Davis, Cyrus Moore, G. W. Cochrane, Har- 


/ mon Burns, and Joseph Shillington, shall be the first direct- 


ors of the said company, who shall hold their offices until 
the second Monday of January, in the year of our Lord 
1861, or until the second Monday in January next succeed- 
ing the passage of this act, and until others are chosen in 
their places; and they shall proceed to choose their presi- 
dent at such time and place as they or a majority of them 


_ shall determine. 


Mr. CLARK. Some gentlemen here did not 
hear that section, and they request me to ask *he 


|| Senator from Indiana to read it again. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


It is rather an unimportant 


| section, and I hope the Senator from New Hamp- 
| shire will not insist upon my reading it again. I 


come now to a section that I propose to amend, 
which is of much more importance. Section five 
provides: 

That in case it shall at any time happen that an elec- 
tion for directors shall not take place on the day appointed 
by this act for that purpose, the said corporation shall not 
for that cause, or for any non-user, be deemed to be dis- 
selved; but it shall and may be lawful to hold an election 
for directors on any other day, in such manner as shall be 
provided for by the by-laws of the said corporation. 


I have already said that if the Senate determine 
to give to these corporators the grant of power 
claimed under this bill, it iol not be given 
without a proper limitation. There is no pro- 
priety, no justice, in so doing; it is contrary to 

uble policy to give to any set of corporators un- 
imited time to exercise valuable franchises, such 


| as are conferred by this act of incorporation, with- 
| outa reversion in case of non-user. Does the Sen- 


I would rather not, for I | 


ator from New Hampshire intend that this grant 


|| shall be perpetual? Does he intend that these cor- 
|| porators shall possess these privileges for an un- 





Ne 


| 
| 
| 














without any reference as to whether 


they are exercised or used? 
_ re eo President——_ 
r. - icannot yie . 
My tines Fe important. Yield to the Senator 
Ir. CLARK. I simply wan Si 
he expected an answer? ey ted to inquire jf 
Mr.BRIGHT. I did notask the questi 
2 4arer- SiON wit} 
a view of eliciting an answer. I have ing kes 
an appreciation of the sense of justice of the Ss 
ator from New Hampshire not to know whi; th : 
answer would be. 1 have served too Jono “s = 
committee with him to believe that he ates 
fer valuable privileges, such as are contained 4 
this bill, on any set of corporators, without affy. 
ing a limit to it. These parties ought to be 
pelled to exercise these valuable franchises with, 
some limited time—say one year; Say two ft : 
Senator prefers. _ 
Mr. CLARK. [I will say to the Senator ih 
they would be glad to exercise them within 9 ve... 
if he would only let them. (Laughter. ] 
Mr. BRIGHT. Well, sir, 1 wish to let then 
provided I can put this grant in fair competitioy 
with another honest grant, and not prejudice t| : 
rights of parties who have organized under jt nil 
have been seeking to benefit the public—and. | aq. 
mit, seeking at the sarfle time to benefit them > 
—for that isa part of the inducement touse canis 
in such hazardous enterprises. This is one of 
the sections which should be amended. [1p tip 
first place, you should declare that these corpo. 
rators are liable for the full amount of any d bt 
that may be contracted by the company, in coo. 
nection with this enterprise. That is a prineip\ 
which I am quite sure none of my political fried 


na year, 


sale 
selves 


1s 


on this side of the Chamber will repudiate, if | 
can bring them to the yeas and nays upon it,and 
I shall try very hard to do so before this iil! js 
disposed of. Obtaining that amendment, | sha 

then ask for the limitation that I have named: 
and if it be the pleasure of the Senate to put i 

that amendment, I shall be content with one 
other. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator from Indiana 
will allow me to call up a little pension bill for an 
old soldier. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire makes an appeal to me that I cannot resist. 
I yield the floor. 

Mr. HALE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take up and pass a bill reported from 
the Committee on Pensions, for the relief of Ed- 


| ward Williams, a poor old soldier. 


Mr. CLARK. I object. 
Mr. THOMSON. it is one of the most mer- 
itorious cases | ever had before me. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
made, the motion of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire cannot be entertained. . 
Mr. CLINGMAN. The Senator from New 
Hampshire, I presume, by the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, may move to postpone tls bu 
temporarily for ten or fifteen minutes, to act on 
his pension bill. 
Mr. CLARK. Oh, no; we cannot lose the 
speech of the Senator from Indiana. | 
Mr. COLLAMER. There are serious appre- 
hensions that he will never finish that speech. 
Laughter. ' 
Mr. THOMSON. This old man cannot ive 
much longer, and I hope he will get his pensio". 
Mr. BRIGHT. I doubted the Pe . 
yielding the floor to my friend from New Hamp- 
shire, lest I should not conclude; but he so seldom 
makes an appeal : 
Mr. CHANDLER. I hope there will be m 
interruption of the Senator from Indiana. We 
very much interested in his speech, and I trust ie 
will be allowed to finish it. 1 object to the co! 
sideration of the bill of the Senator from Nev 
Hampshire until we have heard the speech. 
Mr. HALE. I was not in when the _— 
from Indiana began his speech, and I should iik« 
him to tell me which side he has been talking 0° 
Laughter. , 
: Mr. BRIGHT. I have been talking 0! = 
sides. (Laughter.] I have been comparine 
bill granting certain privileges to a comer? “ 
has been in active operation in the Distre - 
some time manufacturing gas—a very oe bill 
article, by the way, in this region—with rt 
proposed by the Senator’s colleague; &” 








13¢ 


quite 
me h 
from 
ameu 
ity cl 
Dem 
longe 
city | 
ment 
Jangu 
no ro 
pows 
pape 
court 
twee! 
cases 
clear 
be nef 
Haw 
ment 
ther 
gas \ 
priva 
erty- 


parts 
acco! 

Mi 
been 
again 
the ir 

Th 
ator f 
to be 


Mr 


At 
BREN! 
ident 
lowin 

An 
the fif 
lectio 
Mare 

Aj 
error: 
the fp 
authe 
on in 
Mare 

An 
prom 


Mi 
of th 
the i 
prive 
of bi 
until 
465) 
of Jc 
chars 
mine 
the 
a 

Th 
from 
for p 

M, 
bill, | 
the § 
£0 0 
tunit 

Th 
made 
cann 
the § 
Sena 

M 
Indis 
take 

M 
chan 
amo 

M: 
I wa 


ih 





1861. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 











A413 





' nei an ae TZ a tone ee { ~— 7 ee 2 oe Fae ae ee eee e ‘ % 
0 : 7 it : Te i } , > ne i » ¢ - 
r ayite sure that if the honorable Senator had heard || my friend from New Hampshire to allow me to |/ the vote passing the bill to incorporate the Metro 
i he would have been satisfied that this is far || ask the Senate to take up and pass a bill giving || politan Gas-Light Company. : 
1 > < | : . i] ~ WwW on * 4 . z 
— . perfect bill. Tam struggling to add three || eleven dollars a month pension toa poor old man || Mr. BRIGHT. ‘Time admonishes me that it ti 
‘or from a pt _ sa a. at : Be ine i erenge tates), » aee. ff weil bes Reliheetidn ton Ghee Gate ‘ / ; 
nendmeants; one containing the individual-liabil- || who served twenty or thirty years in the Navy, || will be impossible for me to finish my remarks on 
«clause, as it is termed, something valuable in | just to give him enough to be buried with. Lhope || this question. [Laughter.] 
eu y Cis . 2. "a . | . » .: : 
D me cratic parlance—and the Senator once be- || the Senator from New Hampshire will allow me Mr. HALE. I move, if it be in order, that 
ae 1 a to that party,and knows with what tena- \| to call up this bill. | the Senator have leave to print them. [Laugh- 
rah Longe , ’ mt ~~ ‘ 
: city he adhered to whatever was regarded a funda- ! Mr. CLARK. I cannot consent. ter. 





mental principle of it, Again, I wish to make the 
janzuage of one of the sections so clear as to leave | 
no room for doubtas to the denial of anything like 
power on the part of this company to issue bank 
naper, and to make quite clear the power of the 
sourts in the District of Columbia to decide be- 
tween the city authorities and the corporators in 
eases of nuisances, which I have stated is not now 
clear. The next amendment, I will say, for the i 
benefit of the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 

4 


Haxe,] as heasks me the question, was an amend- 
ment which should deny to any set of corporators 





FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


its business, is ready to adjourn. Shall the Sec- 


retary be directed to inform the House of Repre- 


sentatives that the Senate is ready to adjourn? 
It was so ordered. 


EDWARD WILLIAMS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChair will || Yul finish them next session 


| take this occasion to lay before the Senate a mes- 
| sage from the House of Representatives, notify- 
ing the Senate that the House, having completed | 


Mr. BRIGHT. I was going to remark that I 


I know the in- 


| terruptions that are necessarily attendant on the 
| closing of a session. 


Mr. CLARK. 1 want simply, now, to say 
that this isa struggle on the partof a great over- 


| grown monopoly, to prevent the incorporation of 


a little company, with $200,000 capital, for the 


| purpose of furnishing gas in competition with 
| them; and so great and overgrown has it become, 
that it has been able to procure a Senator of the 


“~~ 


“PON °* * wr 7 | United States to come in here, and, hour after 
ear, the right to locate a nuisance of this kind, such as | Roe cg map ne el =. ee aa '| hour, to stand and talk a bill out which the House 
em, gas works are, within a certain distance of any || a ile Hampshire, tn tinal tds ah aneie | of Representatives passed, and which was sent 
Uo private property, without the consent of the prop- || to whom I have alluded. It is the last favor || to this body, which was piemerere te by yee fit bill 
th erty-holders. | whieh TehaN ask. | hope the Senator will allow || mittee, and reported unanimously to be a fit nil 
and Mr. HALE. That is right. li me to move to talce up the bill. || to pass this body; and the question is simply, 
ad Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from New Hamp- || Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the Senator will yield | now, on the motion to reconsider. | ask, if a 
Ives shire says itis right. I wish I could get his col- | that to the Senator from Pennsylvania. The gas || —_ orn Senate take a vote on it with- 
nla league to say the same thing. | bill, itis clear, cannot pass to-day. \ s sap ‘ 
ie Mr. CLARK. I will say to the Senator that Mr. CLARK. Dewy te Senator from Penn- |! 4 ak Taek abe cei om 
t} if the old company had located their nuisance, ] sylvania make an appeal to me? aoa eae this bill either at this or the next ses- 
rpo- and not suffered itsto go around in the various | Mr. CAMERON. Ido. | wie hall ‘tis Diente hiv sifted: and I shall he 
parts of the city, perhaps it would have been an | Mr. CLARK. I yield. & bie me aie of it et ’ 

m accommodation, || Mr. CAMERON. Iam much obliged to the || * "'S J° : 

ipl Mr. BRIGHT. ‘The bare fact that there has || Senator. I move to take up House bill No. 1001, ADJOURNMENT SINE DIK. 

us been complaint, and no doubt just complaint |) for the relief of Edward Williams. Mr. RICE, from the committee appointed to wait 
ut againstthe present company in thatrespect,shows || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion || oy the President of the United States, and inform 
And the importance of these amendments. || can be entertained only by unanimous consent. || him that, unless he may have any further com- 

r The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- || ‘The Chair hears no objection. |! munications to make, the Senate is ready to close 
sha ator from Indiana give way to allow a message The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. its session by an adjournment, reported that the 
ned to be received ? No. 1001) for the relief of Edward Williams was || committee had performed the duty assigned them, 

Ml Mr. BRIGHT. Certainly. considered as in Committee of the Whole. It || and that the President replied that he had no 
me BILLS BECOME LAWS. proposes to direct the Seerctary of the Interior to |! further communication to make. 

x ? || place the name of Edward Williams, of New Jer- Hon. Haxnipat Hamuiw, Vice President elect 
ana A message from the President, by Mr. Gioss- || sey, upon the list of three-fourths-pay pensioners, |! entere i tl Ss ota Pi atcas endaaan aeaniunnel 
rau BRENNER, his Secretary, announced that the Pres- || at the rate of $11 25 per month, to commence from || M9 ss a a See Walse etch eemeeniiian tee. 

ident had, this day, approved and signed the fol- || the Ist of January, 1851, and to continue during || 7 ee “ a ‘peat On the dais, to the left of 
amp- lowing bills and joint resolution: | his natural life. eo the Vies Pre dl : er Fe ey Cpa. See 
aim. An act (S. No. 215) to amend the provisions of || Mr. HALE. I move to fill the blanks with | ’ "Tl VICE PRESIDENT rose and said: Sen- 
ie fifty-sixth section of an act to regulate the col- || « Mauricetown, in the county of Cumberland.” | onpeierie taking final leave of this position, Jean ask 
I > > 7 @ | a 7 ~ . SD r | . 
from March io, eae rene \| os a eae ne OFFICER. The blanks || hut a moment amidst the busy scenes around us, 
' Ed- A joint resolution (S. No. 72) to correct certain || Mr, GRIMES. I should like to know what | - wr yen feck ereteful oe oat, 9 for 
errors in the act entitled * An act to provide for |! this pension is for. a A ‘ch I h exo tron 4 toh a - ake 
the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, to || ner in WHICH 5 Rave Ciwnainee wre Sane oF the 





Mr. KING. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed that no report accompanies the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


mer- authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties 


on imports, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
March 2, 1861; and 


| Chair, and to express my deep sense of the uni- 
| form courtesy which, as the Presiding Officer, I 
| have received from every member of this body. 





private bill, which I have neglected in the hurry wish than that he may enjoy those relations of 


remarks upon the Senator’s bill. 1 will try to 


e the of business, to call to the attention of the Senate 


being An act (S. No. 10) in addition to * An act to || a third reading, read the third time, and passed. | Le eae Semana’ Scrotes yeas ear =. : 
amp- promote the progress of the useful arts.”’ || , ° oie ; , ’ 

fi EMPLOYES OF THE SENATE. || whole period of my service here, I never have 
New PRIVATE BILLS. Mr. BRIGHT. Now, I ask the indulgence of | appealed in vain to your justice or is charity. 
p Sen- Mr. BRIGHT. We are so near the last hours |) the Senate to take up the little bill I referred to. | The memory of all this will ever be cherished 
is bill of the session, that 1 am very anxious to have | Mr. CLARK. 1 cannot consent to that. | among the most gratifying recollections of my 
ct on the indulgence of the Senate to take upasmall || Mr, BRIGHT. I shall go on then with my life; and for my successor, I can express no better 

| 


until this late moment. It is a bill (H. R. No. 
465) granting a pension to Mary Shirtcliffe, widow 
of John Shirtcliffe. It is the only bill of a private 
character that is applicable to any constituent of 


dispose of it in the next five minutes. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
Senate will allow me to make a report. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I give way for that purpose. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, from the Com- | 


I hope the | 


mutual confidence and regard which have so hap- 
pily marked my intercourse with the Senate. 
And now, gentlemen, members of the Senate, of- 
ficers of the Senate, from whom I have -teceived 
so many kind offices, accept my gratitude and 


vt live —e that I have asked to have considered during || mittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- | hee cordial good wishes for your prosperity and 
nsiot the present session. I feel that it is my duty to || nenses of the Senate, who were instructed by a res- || !®PPiness. 

oty of ask for its consideration now. oo i te Canate of the 18th of June, 1860, to || The VICE PRESIDENT then intimated that 
Jamp- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


seldom 


from Indiana asks unanimous consent to take up 
for passage the bill indicated by him. 





inquireand report how many personsareemployed 
by the Senate in each and every department, 





he was ready to administer the oath of office to 
his successor. 


whether in the office of the Secretary or under the || Mr. HAMLIN rose and said: Senators, an ex- 
be no Mr. CLARK. I feel it my duty to keep the || direction of the Serzeant-at-Arms, or of the Door- || Perienceof several years asa member of this body 
Ve are bill, which is properly under consideration before | keeper, or in any other way and manner: the || has taught me many of the duties of its Presiding 
rust he the Senate, regularly up, so that the Senator can | compensation of each: the time that each individ- || Officer, which are delicate, sometimes embarrass- 
e con: 60 on with his speech, and give me an oppor- || yal is employed; the authorit by which each per- || 9g, and always responsible. With a firm and 
, New tunity to say a word if there should be time. | somite employed or ceateieoeti and also to inform || iNflexible purpose to discharge these duties faith- 
. The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Objection being || the Senate ihetiver., ition euinion of the com- || fully, relying upon the courtesy and ceoperation 
enator made, the motion of the Senator from Indiana || mittee, the services of any one thus employed || of Senators, and invoking the aid of Divine Prov- 
sid like cannot be entertained while the bill alluded to by | may not be dispensed with without detriment to || dence, I am now ready to take the oath required 
ing on the Senator from New Hampshire is before the | the public service, and also whether. in the con- | by The Constitution, and to enter upon the dis- 

Senate. || tingentexpenses of the Senate, there are notabuses || charge of the official duties intrusted to me in the 

n both Mr. CAMERON. I hope the Senator from |) which require reform and amendment, submitted || Confidence of a generous public. 
ing the ndiana will ~ way to me to make a motionto | , report; which was ordered to be printed The VICE PRESIDENT (Mr. Breckiwnwer) 
ny that take up a bill. : r ; | administered the oath to support the Constituuon 
riet for Mr. BRIGHT. As thisis likely to be the last METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. of the United States to Mr. Hamury, and pro- 
>mmon Chance of the Senator from Pennsylvania tomake || Mr.BRIGHT. I believe I am still entitled to || claimed: 
the bill ® mouon here, I will yield to him. || the floor. || The hour having arrived for the termination 
d lam Mr. CAMERON. 


I know that, and therefore | 
Want to appeal to the liberality and friendship of ! 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
is entitled to the floor, on the motion to reconsider 


of this Congress, | now proclaim the Senate 
adjourned without day. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 2, 1861. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a. m. Prayer 
Ly the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS AND RESOLUTION. 
Mr. RIGGS, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Bilis, reported that the committee had examined | 


and found traly enrolled bills and a resolution 


of the following titles; and the Speaker thereupon | 


‘signed the same: 
A bill for the relief of Richard Chenery; 
A bill for the relief of Simon de Visser and José 
de Villarubia; and 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 51) repealing a 


resolution relating to the claim of George Fisher, | 


late of Florida, deceased, approved June 1, 1860. 
NEW ORLEANS MINT. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Presidentof the United States, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, adopted on the llth of February, 1861, 


i} 





respecting the seizure of the mintat New Orleans, | 


with a large sum of money therein, by the author- 


ities of the State of Louisiana, the refusal of the | 


treasurer of the branch mint to pay drafts of the 


United States, &c., stating that all the information | 


within bis possession or power, on these subjects, 
was communicated to the House by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on the 2]lst ultimo; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


TROOPS IN WASIIINGTON. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following message of the President of the United 
States; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

To the House of Representatives : 

In anewer to their resolution of the 11th instant, “ that 
the President of the United States furnish to the House, if 
not incompatible with the public service, the reasons that 
have induced him to assemble so large a number of troops 





in this city, and why they are kept here; and whether le | 


has any information of a conspiracy upon the part of any 
portion of the citizens of this country to seize upon the 
capital, and prevent the inauguration of the President 
elect,” the President submits that the number of troops as- 
sembled in this city is not large, as the resolution prgsup- 
poses—its total amount being six hundred and fifty-three 
men, exelusive of the marines, who are, of course, at the 
navy yard as their appropriate station. These troops were 
ordered here to act as a posse comitatus in strict subordine- 
tion to the civil authority, for the purpose of preserving 
peace and order in the city of Washington should this be 
necessary before or at the period of the inauguration of the 
President elect. 

Since the date of the resolution, Hon. Mr. Howarp, from 
the select committee, has made a report to the House on 
this subject. It was thoroughly investigated by the com- 
mittee, and although they have expressed the opinion that 
the evidence before them does not prove the existence of 
a secret organization here or elsewhere hostile to the Gov- 
ernment, that has for its object, upon its own responsibil- 
ity, an attack upon the capital, or any of the public property 
here, or an interruption of any of the functions of the Gov- 
ernment, yet the House laid upon the table, by a very large 
majority, a resolutionexpressing the opinion * that the reg- 
ular troops now in this city ought to be forthwith removed 
therefrom.”? ‘This of Itself was a sufficient reason for not 
withdrawing the troops. 

But what was the duty of the President at the time the 
troops were ordered to this city ? Ought he to have waited, 
before this precautionary measure was adopted, until he 
could obtain proof that a secret organization existed to 
seize the capital? In the language of the select commit- 





tee, this Was “in a time of high excitement consequent | 


upon revolutionary events transpiring all around us, the 
very air filled with rumors, and individuals indulging in the 
inoet extravagant expressions of fears and threats.”? Under 
these and other circumstances, which I need not detail, but 
which appear in the testimony before the select committee, 
I was convinced that I ought to act. The safety of the 
immense amount of public property in this city, and that 
of the archives of the Government, in which all the States, 
and especially the new States, in which the public lands 
are situated, have a deep interest; the peace and order of 
the city itself, and the security of the inauguration of the 
President elect, were objects of such vast importance to 
the whole country, that [could not hesitate to adopt precau- 
tionary defensive measures. Atthe present moment, when 
all is quiet, it is difficultty realize the state of alarm which 
yrevailed when the troops were first ordered to this city. 
This almost Mstantly subsided after the arrival of the first 
company, and a feeling of comparative peace and security 
has sinee existed, both in Washington and thrdughout the 
eountry. Had T refused to adopt this precautionary m@s- 
ure, and evil consequences, which many good men at the 
time apprehended, had followed, | should never have for- 
given myself. JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasuineton, March 1, 1861. 


NAVY REGISTER. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting, for the use of the House, three hun- 
dred comes of the Navy Register for the current 


| in which private bills can be considered. 
| that committees may be called for reports, and 
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year; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 
RESIGNATION OF THE PRINTER. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from Thomas H. Ford, Printer ot 
the House, resigning his office; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

LIST OF CLERKS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
War Department, transmitting, in pursuance of 


law, a list of the clerks employed in that Depart- | 


ment; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PASSENGERS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mittinga statement of the number and designation 
of passengers arriving in the ports of the United 
States for the year 1860; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN Il. WHEELER. 
Mr. BRANCH. 


I move that the rules be sus- 


pended, and that the Committee of the Whole | 


House on the Private Calendar be discharged from 
the further consideration of Senate bill No. 270, 


| for the relief of John H. Wheeler. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. ‘This is the last day 


I ask 


that nothing shall interrupt the regular business 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. BRANCH. I have the right to move to 
suspend the rules. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to John H. Wheeler, late 
minister resident of the United States at Nica- 
ragua, the sum of $5,715 20, in full for losses by 
exchange, for property destroyed at Granada, 
expenses incurred in taking testimony at San 
Juan del Norte, and for relief extended to dis- 
tressed American citizens crossing the Isthmus 
during the interval between October, 1854, and 
October, 1856. 

The question was put, and the rules were sus- 
pended, (two thirds having voted therefor.) 

Mr. BRANCH. I call for the previous ques- 
tion on the third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BRANCH moved the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. BRANCH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the committee of con- 
ference on the Indian appropriation bill, made the 
following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the ameudments to the bill (H. R. No. 


| 865) making appropriations for the current and contingent 


expenses of the [Indian department and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes for the year ending 
June 30, 1862, having met, after full and free conference, 
have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their 
respective Llouses, as follows : 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s eighteenth amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: Add, at the end of the amend- 
ment, the following words: “or so much thereof as may 
be necessary for the expenses actually incurred.’’ 

That the House recede trom its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s twenty-first amendment, and, in lieu thereof, insert 
the following: ‘ That the salary of the agent for the Wici- 
itas, and other Indians in the country leased by the Choc- 
taws to the United States, shall be $1,500 per annum, from 
and after the lst day of July, 1860.” 

That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
to the seventh amendment of the Senate. 

That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 
three and twenty. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate numbered four, nineteen, five, 
and six, and concur in said amendments. 

J. A. PEARCE, 
L. W. POWELL, 
D. CLARK, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
EMERSON ETHERIDGE, 
J. H. GRAHAM, 

Managers on the part of the House. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Isit in order to move ay ri 
ment in the report of the committee of con — 
on all the amendments except that rel 
Choctaw Indians? 


TheSPEAKER. The vote must bet 


the report of the committee 


ference 
AUN tO the 


, aken upon 
of conference 


whole. It cannot be divided. 4 
Mr. SHERMAN. Then I hope that the ie. 


will disagree to the Choctaw amendment of 4) 
Senate. I trust, sir, that they will rather Jer ms 
bill go than agree to such an amendmen: " 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hope that the re 
the committee of conference will be concurred 

Mr. PHELPS. I was a member of the oy. 
mittee of conference from which this report is 
made. I dissent from it, and am new ix ace 
the motion of the gentleman from Chio, that ithe 
not arreed to. 1 dissent from the report ia 
three or four of the amendments of the Tt 
and not alone upon the Choctaw amendment i 
believe, Mr. Speaker, if that Senate amendm nt 
be concurred in by this House, this Governyen: 
will be bound to pay these Choctaw Indians soma 
$2,900,000, which I do not think that it oueh: 4 
pay tothematall. I hope that the report will "td 
rejected, 

The question was taken; and the report of the 
commitiec of conference was rejected. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that another com- 
mittee of conference be asked for on the disagree- 
ing votes between the two Houses, on the Indian 
appropriation bill. ° 

The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER appointed Messrs Howanp, of 
Michigan, Morninz, and Stevenson, managers 
of said conference on its part. 

ILENRY RICE. 

Mr. ELIOT. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the Sen- 
ate bill (No. 501) for the relief of Henry Ric: 
and that the bill be now put on its passage. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ELIOT moved that the rules be suspended 
to enable him to submit the motion he had jndi- 
cated. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The rules being suspended, the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill; and it was brought before the House. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Henry 
Rice, the sum of $10,539 88, being a repayment 
to him of that sum paid by him into the Treasury 
as duties on goods tmported into Castine, while 
in possession of the British forces, the same not 
being by law subject to the payment of duty, 
under the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The bill was ordered t> be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid npon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

GUANO DISCOVERIES. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [ask unanimous 
consent of the House for leave to report back \ 
the House Senate bill No. 303, supplement'y 
to the act entitled “* An act to authorize protection! 
to be given to citizens of the United States who 
may discover deposits of guano,”’ approved Au- 
gust 18, 1856, with sundry amendments. 

There was no objection, and the report was 
received. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. As | intend - 
move that the bill be put upon its passage, Lew 
make a brief explanation which will, I think, sv" 
a great deal of time. The law regulating a 
trade in guano was passed in August, 1856 ee 
provisions are simply these: on a citizen — 
ering an island of guano not occupied by cit? “ 
of anothernation, and taking peaceable poss a ms 
of it, such island shall, at the discretion eas 
President, be consnlered to be the property ° 
United States, - But notice must first be given 0} 
the discoverer to the State Department; —s 
satisfactory evidence that the rey their 
possession of in the name of the United Swates, 
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and at the time was not in possession of any for- 
cen pation, itis then provided that the discoverer 











‘ 


| have the right to sell the guano, but only to | 


-ons of the United States, at places fixed and 
within a certain time. And the President of the 
[Upited States is invested with the power of using 
the naval force of the United States to protect the 


rihts of such citizen, The pending bill is an | 
amendment to and supplementary of that law. | 


It has been ascertained since 1856 that the law 
then passed was not erfect, but rather in some 
noints worked to the injury of our relations with 
foreign Governments. First, we provide that the 


bonds required under the law of 1856 shall be evi- | 


dence of the preliminary facts; second, that the 
naval forces shall not be employed at the discre- 
tion of the President, but at the pleasure of Con- 
cress; third, that imported or coastwise guano 
shall be inspected, examined, and analyzed; and 
fourth, that that part of the law which confines 
sales to citizens of the United States shall be re- 
pealed. I move that the amendments be agreed 
to, and the bill put upon ils passage. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read 
a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to introduce the following 
resolution. 

Mr. TAPPAN. This is private bill day, and 
the regular order of business is the call of com- 
mittees for reports on private matters. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order, also, to move 
that the rules be suspended. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the States be called in the usual order, 
and that each member of the House be allowed to present 
one biil or resolution for the consideration of the House. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I am willing to agree to that. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [also agree to that 
resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. LGVEJOY moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, in order that the resolution might be 
submitted. 

Mr. BARR demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Keiioce, 
of Illinois, and Barr, were appointed. 

Mr. BURNETT. That resolution, at this late 
stage of the session, can never be carried out. 


and to allow each what may appear to said committce to 


i} 


be just and equitable; and the accounts so adjusted and 
allowed by said committee, together with suc claims as 
were passed and allowed by the Committee of Accounts 
of the Thirty- Fourth Congress, shall be paid out of the con- | 


| tingent fund of the House of Representatives. 


The tellers reported—ayes twenty-nine, noes | 


not counted, 
Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The rules were not suspended. 
NEVADA AND DAKOTA. 


On motion of Mr. GROW, it was 


_ Ordered, That the bills for the organization of the Ter- 
ritories of Nevada and Dakota, as passed, be printed. 


CONTINGENT FUND. 


Mr. SPINNER, from the Committee of Ac- 
counts, submitted, by unanimous consent, a re- 


port, in compliance witha resolution of the House, | 


in reference te what additional legislation is neces- 


sary concerning the contingent fund of the House | 


of Representatives; which was laid upon the table, | 


and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLAKE. I insist that the rules be en- 
forced, and the members in the area be required 
to resume their seats. Those of us who occupy 
our seats cannot get the floor at all. 


; The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will resume their 
eats. 


PAGES, ETC. 
Mr. SPINNER. Iam instructed by the Com- 


mittee of Accounts to report the following reso- 
lution to the House, and ask that it be put on its 
passage; 

‘ Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts are hereby 
authorized and required to settle and adjust the claims of 
of Be boys or pages as were in the service of the House 
The 


b “ortzed and directed to adgust the crxims of the several 
® and other folders, not excevding twelve in number, 


‘presentatives, prior to the arrangement of pages under | 
‘in ‘solution of the House of March 9, 1860, not execed- || 
~ ‘welve in uumber; and thai said committee are furt!rer |! 


|| Kentucky took the floor. 


Mr. BURNETT. I want alimitation upon the 
nower of the committee; and unless that is done, 
shall object to the resolution. | want their action 
subject to the approval of the accounting officers } 

of the Treasury Dopartnant 

Mr. SPINNER. I desire to say a word in | 
explanation of this resolution. || 

Mr. BURNETT. [do not want to lose my || 
right to object. 1 will hear the gentleman. 

Mr.SPiNNER. At the close of the last session 
of Congress a similar resolution was introduced. | 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I object to the reso- | 
lution. 

Mr. SIMMS. I move that we take up the Sen- || 
ate bills of a private character on the Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. SPINNER. 
The SPEAKER. 
tleman is objected to. 

Mr. SPINNER. Then I move to suspend the 
rules; and upon that I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Spinner and 
HInpDMAN were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 
ayes one hundred and six; noes not counted. 

Mr. BURNETT. I want the yeas and nays if || 
Ican getthem. I hope the gentlemen who are 
in favor of the resolution will give us the yeas and 
navs, and then we will trouble them no further. 4 
I demand the yeas and nays, and call for tellers || 
thereon. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

‘Lhe yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The rules were then suspended; and 

Mr. SPINNER introduced the resolution. 

Mr. BURNETT. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. SPINNER. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the resolution. 

Mr. BURNETT. Did not I have the floor? I | 
was upon the floor before the gentleman from || 
New York. 

Mr. SPINNER. 


I have the floor. 
The resolution of the gen- | 





I had the floor, and moved | 
the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. I do not wonder that there | 
should be clashing claims in this confusion. The | 
gentleman from New York demanded the pre- | 
vious question. 
Mr. BURNETT. The amendment was not |) 
then before the House. It is now before the House, | 
and [| addressed the Chair. The gentleman from | 
New York has not called the previous question. | 
Mr. SPINNER. I did move the previous ques- | 
tion, when the gentleman from Kentucky objected. | 
Mr. BURNETT. Exactly; but that was upon | 
suspending the resolution. The gentleman has | 
not since demanded it, and I rose to address the || 
Chair. 
Mr. SPINNER. I rose in my place before the || 
gentleman from Kentucky, and called the pre- || 
vious question. | 
Mr. BURN ETT. The gentleman is very much || 
mistaken. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- || 
tleman from New York did demand the previous || 
question. | 
Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from New || 
York does not pretend to have demanded the pre- | 
vious question, except when he introduced the 
resolution. 
The SPEAKER. He was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. BURNETT. Exactly, if he had sought 
the floor; but that he did not do. 
Mr. SPINNER. I did not yield the floor. The 
Chair appointed me as one of the tellers; and, be- 
fore I had reached my seat, the gentleman from 





The previous question was then seconded, and | 
the main question ordered to be put; and, under 
the operation thereof, the resolution was agreed to. || 

Mr. SPINNER. I move to reconsider the vote"|| 
by which the resolution was passed; and also move | 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 1] 


PRINTING LOCUMENTS. 
Mr. HASKIN, I rise to a privileged oe: 


I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, 
which is entitled to report at any trme, to submit 


to the House three resolutions for their adoption. 
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I call the previous question urvn each of the rea- 
olutions. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question naleaad to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the following resolutions were 


_ adopted: 


Resolved, That there be printed twenty thousand extra 
copies of the report and testimony of the select committee 
on the abstracted Indian trust bonds from the Department 


| of the Interior, five hundred copies of which shall be tor the 
|, use of the Interior Department. 


Resolved, That two thousand extra copies of the Morrill 
tariff bill, as amended, be printed for the use of the mem 
bers of this House. 

Resolved, ‘Ihhat there be printed, for the use of the mem 
bers of the House, twenty thousand copies of each of the 


| reports of Major A. Mordecai, of ordnance, and Major 


Richard Delafield, of the corps of engineers, the two com- 
missioners appointed by the War Departinent, in 1855, to 


| visit Europe for the purpose of obtaining Infurmation in 


regard to the military service in general, and especiaily the 
practical workings of the changes which have been intro- 
duced, of late years, into the military system of the nations 
of Europe.” 


Mr. HASKIN moved to reconsider the several 
votes by which the amendments were agreed to; 


| and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BINGHAM obtained the floor. 

Mr. CURTIS. LI call for the regular order of 
business. ° 

Mr. BURNETT. 
cial order comes up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that 
there is a special order for this hour. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What is the special order? 

The SPEAKER. Itis the Post Office appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I rise to a question 
of privilege. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There can be no privileged 
question of a higher character than this. I now 


At twelve o’clock the spe- 


| move that the Post Office bill be made the special 
| order in the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, and that all debate close in com- 
mittee in five minutes after the committce pre 
ceeds to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I have aright to 
state my question of privilege, though the gentle- 
man from Ohio has said that there is no higher 
question of privilege than the bill under consider- 
ation. I was absent last evening, on the duties 
of a select committee, when the vote was taken to 
suspend the rules to introduce the resolutions of 
the peace conference. Had I been present, | 
should have voted in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion to terminate debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Parton, 
one of their Clerks, announced that the Senate 
had passed, withoutamendment, bills ofthe House 
of the following titles: 

A bill (No. 311) for the relief of Mrs. Mary 
Ann Henry; 

A bill (No. 426) for the relief of John Y. 
Sewell; 

A bill (No. 461) granting an invalid pension 
to Charles Appleton. 

A bill (No. 530) gre ating a pension to Jane 
Yates; and 

A bill (No. 666) for the reliefof William Sutton. 

Also, that the Senate insist on their former ne- 
tion on the bill of the House (No. 899) making 


| appropriations for the support of the Army for 


the year ending June 30, 1862; agree to the cou- 
ference asked by the House on the disagreeing 


| votes of the two Houses thereon; and have ap- 


pointed Mr Fessenpen, Mr. Latuam, and Mr. 
Braaa, the managers at the said covference ov 


| the part of the Senate. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the House 


| resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, 
(Mr. Borverrt in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of the Senate amendments to the 


| billofthe House (No.971) making appropriations 
| for the service of the Post Office Department for 


the fiscal Year ending June 30, 1862. 








1416. 
First amendment of the Senate: | 
On page 1, line fifteen, after the word “ dollars,” insert -| 

the following: | 
And the Postmaster General is hereby directed to re- 

examine the causes for discontinuance or curtailment of 
the postal service on inland routes since the 4th day of 

March, 1859, and to restore all such parts of the said ser- 

vice as can be restored, with due regard to the public in- 

terest and the circumstances of each case; whether such | 
discontinuance or curtailment was upon contracts not in 
force, or has taken effect upon the making of new contracts: 

Provided, That the restoration and increase of service 

hereby contemplated shall not be made without the consent | 

of the contractor in each case, and in pursuance of bis | 
contract. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 
mended non-concurrence. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. | I desire to | 
say a word or two to the committee In relation to 
this amendment. This amendment of the Senate, 
in which the Committee of Waysand Means rec- 
ommended concurrence, is eee the same | 
as the amendment which was put in by the House. 

They have only changed the language. The | 

House put the amendment in the shape of a pro- 

viso,in order to meet the rules of the House; and 

the Senate have merely changed the form of it. | 

‘This is a magter which has been fully considered; | 

and the House passed the amendment by a vote 

of more than two to one. I hope that those who 

are in favor of having these cases reéxdmined will 

vote to sustain the amendment of the Senate. It | 

leaves the bill precisely as we wanted it when we | 
° . 

voted on the question in the House. I ask for | 

tellers on the amendment. 
Tellers were not ordered. | 
The amendment was non-concurred in. | 

Second amendment: 

} 





Page |, line fifteen, after the word “ dollars,” strike out 
the following: 

** Provided, This appropriation is hereby made onthe con- | 
dition that the Postmaster Geveral reéxamine the causes 
for discontinuance or curtailment of the postal service on 
inland routes since the 4th day of March, 1859, and restore 
ail such parts of the suid service as can be restored with | 
due regard to the publie interest and the circumstances of 
each case; Whether such discoutinuance or curtailment 
wis upon contracts yet in force, or bas taken effect upon 
the making of new contracts; that the restoration or in- 
crease of service hereby contemplated shall be with the 
consent of the contractor in each, or in pursuance of his 


contract.”’ 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 


Page 2, line nine, add at the end thereof, “‘ except to the | 
postinaster at Washington city, District of Columbia, in 
pursuance of the existing law authorizing a special allow- 
ance to him for such service 3°? so that it will read: 

For compensation to postmasters, $2,700,000 ; Provided, 
That no compensation shall be paid to postinasters after the 
30th of June, 1861, for the delivery of free letters or papers 
to their recipients, except to the postmaster at Washington 
city, District of Columbia, in pursuance of the existing law 
authorizing a special allowance to him tor such service. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred it. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee rose informally; and a message 
was received from the President of the United 
States, by A.J. GLossprenner, his Private Sec- | 
retary, informing the House that he had approved 
and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 338) to provide for the pay- 
ment of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize 
a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on imports, 
and for other perpoees; 

An act (H. R. No. 655) granting a pension to 
Prentis Champlain; 

An act (H. R. No. 981) to confirm a certain 
private land claim in the Territory of New Mex- 
ICO; 

An act (H.R. No. 997) for the relief of Green- 
bury M. Watkins, of Montgomery county, Mary- 
land; and 

An act (H.R. No. 576) for the relief of Messrs. | 
Coale & Barr. | 





POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union then resumed its session. 


Fourth amendment: 


Page 2, line twenty-five, at the end thereof, add: 

Provided, That the provision in the first section of the 
act of June 15, 1860, making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department, which restricts the maxi- | 
mum compensation to be paid to post route — to $800 
per year, be, and the same is, hereby repeaicd. 





Sn 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 


At the end of the bill, add the following: 

Sec. 5. ind be it further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the special mail agent of the Post Office Departunent 
for the Pacific coast shall be $2,500 per annum ; such rate 
to take effect in virtue of this provision from the 30th day 
of June, 1861. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Sixth amendment: 


Sec. 6. and be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$350,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for carrying the mail 
from New York, via Panama, to San Francisco, three times 
2 month, from the Ist day of July, 1860, to the Ist day of 
July, 186). 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


/, mended non-concurrence. 


Mr. COLFAX. When this amendment is ex- 
plained, | have no doubt the House will unani- 
mously concur in it. It was drawn by the Post 
Office Department. We have passed a similar 
provision in a previous bill, with the exception 
that we provided for paying for carrying the mails 
by ocean service from last July to the coming 
July, $350,000; but the postages were to be de- 
ducted. Now, the Post Office Department are 
unable to tell the amount of postages received, as 
they have taken no measures to find it out. It 
would require a great deal of labor to ascertain it. 


| They therefore sent to the Treasury Department 


a certificate for $350,000, leaving the postages in 
the Treasury, where all the postages of the coun- 
try are now. The Treasury Department suspended 
the order, because they required the Post Office 
Department to furnish them the exact amount of 
postages received from the route, which they would 
yay, and alsoan additional amount out of the 
Saeere. to make up $350,000. It is nothing but 
red tapeism,1 m&ty say. ‘This amendment was 
drawn atthe Post Office Department, and it pro- 
poses simply to give the contractors the amount 
that the President, the Postmaster General, the 
Senate, and the House, have all agreed to give 
them. There is no question aboutthe correctness 


| of the amendment, I can assure the committee. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 


, General be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 





i 


refund to Franklin Haven and his associates the sum of 
inoney deposited by them with the Post Office Department, 
required as indemnity for the continuance of the Boston 
post office in the former locality, said post office having 
since been removed: Provided, That from the sum of 
money thus deposited, the Postinaster General shall first 
deduct the expense of one removal of the said post office 
each way. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Chairman, this matter is 
in charge of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Attey,] who isa member of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, and who hap- 
pens to be temporarily absent. I desire to state 
that the Post Ofice Committees of both Houses 
have recommended the refunding of this amount 
of $12,000. It isa case in which there wasa con- 
flict as to the site of the post office in Boston. It 
was ordered to be removed, by the Post Office 
Department, from State street to Summer street. 
A peremptory order of Congress prevented its re- 
moval during the session of Congress; but the law 
suspending the order of removal required that the 
merchants of Boston, who desired the post office 
to remain in State street, should pay into the 
Treasury $12,000, which was the rent of the other 
building, to which the Government desired to re- 
move the post office. When the law expired, 
although the $12,000 had been paid by the Boston 
merchants, the post office was again removed to 
the Summer street location. They have come 
here and asked to have this amount refunded, as 
they have lost the post office from the site where 
they desired to have it. The Senate adopted the 
amendment unanimously, and I hope the House 
will concur in it, ‘ 

Mr. SHERMAN. In justice to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, I will state that we rejected 
this amendment, simply because it is one of a 
numerous class of private claims put upon the 
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appropriation bills, and yy he 
eo oa merits. and we had no time to Inquire 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Eighth amendment: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted 
General is hereby authorized to oe the Postmaster 


end the exist 
contract on route 13564, in the State of Minneson mail 
it will expire June 30, 1865 ; and that said service f. 


weekly for the same period: vi be semi. 
pay shall not exceed the we velar saseads Ls aa ase of 

The Committee of Ways and 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr. COLFAX. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, by recommending non-concurrenee yw; 
the Senate amendments, compels me to occu a - 
floor more frequently than I desire; and | wt. . 
that hereafter I ought to insist that Post Office. a 
propriation bills should be referred to the Post 
Office Committee, instead of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. I will explain the amend 
ment very briefly. There is a weekly mail royip 
now in operation from St. Cloud via Breckinrides 
and up the Red River of the North to Pembina. fy, 
hundred and sixty milesin length. All the Mails 
to the British North American provinces ip ¢}: 
region are carried on thatline. Thatroute is oc 
only connection with the States. The Senate Post 
Office Committee have agreed to increase that 
weekly mail service to semi-weekly mail seryico 
at pro rata compensation, involving a cost of 
$11,000 per year. 

1 wish to state to the committee that when the 
post route bill was up, we had to offend my friend 
from Minnesota, who threatened to secede [laugh- 
ter] because we struck out the appropriation of 
$200,000 for overland mail service from St. Pay! 
to the Pacific coast. I told them I was willing to 
recommend giving them interior service, to supply 
the wants of the people of Minnesota; but that] 
was not willing to recommend an overland daily 
mail to the Pacific coast, involving great expense. 
Allthat they ask now isa simple extension of the 
service on this road from weekly to semi-weekly. 
It carries the British mails for that region of 
British North America, and for all the valley of 
the Red River of the North. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. I oppose the amendment, 
for a very obvious reason. The Post Office Com- 
mittee in the Senate load down the annual appro- 
priation bill with all sorts of pet projects. This 
is a mere extension of a mail route; nothing more 
nor less. If this practice be favored—and | see 
my friend from Indiana seems to favor the prac- 
tice—the annual appropriation bill will be mere 
miscellaneous bills for the purpose of providing 
for mail routes and postmasters; after a while, 
they will probably introduce amendments to ap- 
point postmasters, It seems to me that the ap- 
propriation bill ought to be kept clear of these 
extraneous matters; and therefore I hope the 
House will non-concur in the amendment of the 
Senate. f 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move toamend by striking 
out the last proviso. I desire to say, in connec- 
tion with this matter, that the arrangement has 
been agreed upon between the Post Office Com- 
mittees of the House and Senate, to give us the 
increased service at the expense of $11,000 a year, 
in lieu of the $200,000 which the Senate proposed 
to give us on the post route bill. I trust the com- 
mittee will favor us thus much, notwithstanding 
that my friend from Ohio (Mr. Suermay) thinks 
the Senate is loading down the appropriation bills 
with dead dogs. is is no dead dog; it is alive 
lion. [Laughter.] 

The question being on the amendment to the 
amendment, 


Mr. ALDRICH withdrew it. : 
The Senate amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the “7 
service on the central route, provided by House bill «i, 
entitled “An act for the establishment of post routes, ay 
proved February 27, 1861, the Postmaster General is here: y 
directed to discontinue the 


Means recom. 


mail service on route No. 12578, 
from St. Louis and Memphis to San Francisco, Cann, 
and to modity the contract on said route, subject “A = 
same terms and conditions only as hereinafter prov or 
said discontinuance to take effect on or before July 1,1 e 
The contractors on said route shall be required to transpes 
the entire letter mail six times a week on the central co 
said letter mail to be carried through in twenty ar = 
eight months in the year, and in twenty-three days a= 
maining four months in the year, from some polat 0 ee 
Missouri river connected with the East, to Placerv we . 
ifornia, and also to deliver the entire mails oe = 
Denver City and Great Salt Lake City; said con 
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shall also be required to carry the residue of ail mail mat- 
ter in a period not exceeding thirty-five days, with the priv- 
jiege of sending the latter semi-monthly from New York to 
San Francisco in twenty-five days by sea, and the pablic 
documents in thirty-five days. They shall also be required, 


during the continuance of their contract, or until the com- | 


pletion of the overland telegraph, to run a pony express 
semi-weekly, at a schedule time uf ten days eight months, 
and twelve days four months, carrying for the Government, 
free of charge, five pounds of mail matter, with the liberty 
of charging the public for transportation of letters by said 
express, not exceeding one read cu halfounce. For the 
above service said contractors shall receive the sun of 
@|,000,000 per annum ; the contract for such service to be 
thus modified before the 25th day of March next, and ex- 
pire July 1, 1864. 


Mr. SHERMAN. This amendment, and all | 


the remaining amendments, relate to what is called 
the Butterfield mail route. They are very im- 
yortant, and ought to be all considered together. 

propose that they shall be. ° 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the amendments will 
not be considered together, as that would preclude 
the offering of amendments. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the Senate amendment. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. 1 
the Senate amendment, by striking out the words 


‘« some point on the Missouri river connected with | 


the East,’’ and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words 
«St. Joseph, Missouri.” 

Mr. Chairman, the object of this bill is to do 
away with the Butterfield mail route, and to estab- 
lish a single central route daily overland to Cali- 
fornia. By the provisions of the amendment of 
the Senate, the contractors have the privilege of 
starting from any point on the Missouri river. 
They may go up to a point on the frontier of Da- 
kota or Nebraska, or any place on the Missouri 





j 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


river fronting the State of Missouri, and start | 


thence with the great daily overland mail. J] hold 
that it is not the intention of Congress to offer a 
bribe of this kind to the contractors for the over- 
land mail. Their object would necessarily be to 
get as light a mail to carry to Califurnia as possi- 


ble; and therefore, having the entire range of the | 
Missouri river to select, they would go to some | 


obscure point on the Missouri river where a large 
mail could not accumulate. For that reason, I ask 
that my amendment shall beadopted, soasto make 
this route start from the most westerly railroad 
point on the continent. The — of Congress 
is, of course, that the mails shall be concentrated 
at a point having a railroad connection with the 
east, center, and south, and to have the mails sent 
thence to California. Suppose these parties should 
select Florence, in Nebraska, or some point above 
there: the States of New York and Pennsylvania, 
and the other eastern States, could not send their 
letters by that route, for it would take twelve or 
fifteen days to get letters to the starting point of 
the overland mail. 

I see that some gentlemen smile at the reading 
of my amendment, because | happened to have 
the name of St. Joseph before the House in con- 
nection with the Pacific railroad and the overland 
mail route. I canonly say to my friend from Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr. Burcu,] who, I understand, opposes 
me on this amendment, that this line would not 
be worth a dollar to his constituents if we should 
fail to make the contractors start from a point 
where the railroad connection with the east term- 
inates. 

_Mr. BURCH. Does the gentleman think it 
likely that the contractors would start except from 
some point where they could get the mails? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I will state to the 
gentleman that, while I have as much confidence 
in Butterfield & Co. as in any other contractors 
having acontract worth $1,000,000, still, if 1 were 
John Butterfield, and got this contract, I would 
start the route from some point where the people 
could not overload my coaches. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. COVODE. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Missouri. If 
Congress is to specify any point, why not specify 
Atchison, which is twenty miles west of st. Jo- 
seph, and to which railroad connection is extend- 
ed? Why not start from that extreme point, in- 
mae of starting from an intermediate pointon the 

ne? 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, offered by Mr. Craie, of Mis- 
sourl; and it was rejected. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move a formal amendment 











| 
| 
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| effect an entire change in relation to it, and to in- 


| 
| 
| 








|| gislation of Congress. 


| that route the privilege of taking the contract at 
Mr. SHERMAN. I withdraw my proposition. |, 
I move to amend | 











| twenty days. 


ment. 


for the purpose of speaking to the Senate amend- | 


ere is a singular commentary on the le- 
In the bill establishing 
post routes, we made provision for the establish- 
ment of a daily overland mail from St. Joseph, 
Missouri, to Placerville, California, and regulated 
the maximum amount of compensation to be paid 
for that service. The contract for that service was 
to be awarded on advertisements inviting pro- 

osals. It is not two weeks since we passed that 
Bit. And now comes a proposition before us to 


crease a compensation which is to be paid for the- 
overland mail service on the so-called central 
route. Itis true, this is done at the expense of 
another route, and by the discontinuance of that 
route. And again: in that post route bill we pro- 
vided that the entire mail, embracing that of let- 
ters and papers to the extent of a certain weight 
named, shall be carried daily within the time of 
We now propose to abolish that 
provision of law, and to give the contractors upon 


the sum of $1,000,000 per annum, without requir- | 
ing any invitation of proposals from any other | 
parties by advertisement. In addition thereto, it | 
is also proposed to provide that the maximum 
time in which the transportation of the mail over | 
this route is to be performed during eight months | 
of the year, shall be twenty days, and during the 
remaining four months, twenty-three days. 

This service by the so-called Butterfield over- 
land route now performs its trips in the average 
time of twenty-two days from St. Louis to San 


| Francisco, embracing both summer and winter. 


We now propose to elongate, if | may use the ex- 
pression, the time in which the trips ar@*te be per- 
formed; we propose to fix the eastern terMinus of 
the route three hundred miles further west than 


the eastern terminus of the Butterfield route; we | 


propose that the western terminus shall be at Pla- 


| cerville, one hundred and fifty miles east of San 


Francisco; and while that is done, it is proposed 
to increase the compensation, as I have stated, 
and to increase the period of time within which 
the trips may be made; and we extend further 


|| facilities to the contractors in respect to the time 


in which the newspaper mail is to be transported. 
In other words, we propose to abrogate the legis- 
lation which a few days ago we adopted, and 
which we then deemed to be wise and proper; and 
we propose to abolish a route, which has been in 
existence for some years, on which the service 
has been performed, considering the distance and 
the country through which it passes, with won- 
derful regularity and speed. And you propose a 
less rate of speed for carrying simply the letter 
mail, than you required for the whole letter and 
newspaper mail under the act to establish certain 
ost routes. There are other objections, which 
also desire to present. 


This is a matter in which not only my constit- | 


uents, but the greater part of the people of Mis- 
souri,feel a deep interest; and I regret that further 
time is not allowed for its discussion. It is pro- 
posed to ignore the interest of the great city of 
St. Louis. It is proposed tochange a certainty for 
an uncertainty; and to force the overland mail 
route through the hyperborean regions of Utah, 
to encounter the deep snows of the long and dreary 
winters of that Territory. The mail will not be 
carried within the time specified; and the con- 
tractors willappeal to the Executive Departments, 
and if not appeased will appeal to Congress for 
the remission of fines and penalties they may 
incur. This proposition is neither just nor fair 
to the people of RMisbousl; Arkansas, and Ten- 
nessee. Again: it deprives the people of the south- 
ern portion of New Mexico of the only mail they 


have—that portion of the Territory called Ari- || 


zona, and in which we have several important 


military posts, now supplied with mail matter by 
this route. 


Mr.CRAIG, of Migsouri. I oppose the amend- | 


ment offered by my colleague, and desire to state 
that he is mistaken in reference to the time fixed 
for carrying the mail from St. Louis to San Fran- 
cisco. 


Now, sir, we pay, under the post route bill 


which we passed the other day, $800,000 for a | 


daily mail over this central overland route across 
the continent. Under the existing law, we pay 
for carrying the mails over the Butterfield route 
$600,000 per annum, making an aggregate for the 
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amendment of the Senate proposes, with the con- 
sent of the contractors on the Butterfield route, 
the sum of $1,000,000 per annum; saving to the 
Government, therefore, $400,000 per annum at the 
start, and for the three and a half years which 
that contract has to run, will save about one 
million four hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. PHELPS. But you make no provision 
for supplying mail matter to the people living on 
the Butterfield route. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. That is provided 
for. Now, sir, in reference to the remark that the 
time is less under the contract ovet the Butterfield 
route, I will remark that St. Joseph, the point 
of starting under this amendment, is only twelve 
hours distant by railway from St. Louis; and 
Placerville, the western terminus, is not more than 
twenty-four hours distant from San [’rancisco. 
The House will see, therefore, that, under this pro- 
vision the mail will be carried in less time than 
either under the Butterfield contract or under the 
provisions ofthe post route bill. By this provision 

ou will have the mail carried from point to point, 
in twenty days for eight months in the year, and 
the people of California will get thirty mails per 
month, in place of eight per month under the pres- 
ent arrangements, by the Butterfield route, for 
which we pay $600,000. In other words, by this 
provision you get a daily mail to the Pacific for 


$400,000 a year less than we are paying now for | 


the overland service, to say nothing of what you 
pay for the mails carried by sea. 

{r. COVODE. I wish to say to the House, 
the starting point fixed in this amendment is 
twenty miles further east than if it had been fixed 
at Atchison, to which a railroad has already been 
completed. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The remark ofthe 

entleman shows that he does not know what he 
is talking about. There has been no railroad 
built twenty miles west of St. Joseph. 

Mr. COVODE. Is not Atchison twenty miles 
west? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. No, sir; it is not 
west atall. Itis more nearly south. There is 
no railroad at all on the west of the Missouri 
river. A railroad has been built on the Missouri 
side of the river, running southwest some twenty- 
one miles; and just that distance out of the way. 

Mr. COVODE. My understanding is, that a 
railroad has been built from St. Joseph to Atchi- 
son, a distance of twenty-five miles, and that it is 
eighteen miles further west than the former locul- 


ity. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman is 
mistaken again. The distance is not twenty-five 
miles. It is twenty-one miles, on the Missouri 
side of the river. Atchison ison the Kansas side, 
ata bend of the river. The railroad passes the 
bend on the opposite side of the river, but in the 
direction of St. Louis. I say, therefore, that, 
when you go down the river to make Atchison a 
starting point, you go out of the direct course, 
and not towards the Pacific coast. The regular 
emigrant route from St. Joseph bears north from 
that point, instead of south. 

Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Crate, of Missouri. 

Mr. COLFAX. For the purpose of enabling 
me to submit a few senate, move to strike out 
the eleventh and twelfth lines of the Senate 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, in the discussion which took 
co some weeks ago upon the post route bill, 

was struck with the remarks made by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, |Mr. Puetrs.] The prop- 
osition then was to authorize the establishment of 
a daily overland mail to the Pacific by the central 
route, at a cost not exceeding $800,000. My 
friend from Missouri opposed that amendment. 
He stated that with the $637,000 a year provided 
in the Butterfield contract, the aggregate amount 
of $1,437,000 would be incurred for the California 
overland mail service, and that the present condi- 
tion of the revenues of the country did not justify 
such anexpenditure. Mr. Chairman, I have pon- 
dered over his speech since that time, and have be- 
come converted to his doctrine, that retrenchment 
ought to be made in the expense of this mail ser- 
vice. The Senate have propused an amendment 
discontinuing the Butterhel route, and requiring 


"i 


0 Tae ee has 


co 
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all the mail matter to be carried over the central || the present time, the number of letters carried by 


| Mr. McCLERNAND 


route ata rate not exceeding $1,000,000 a year for 


the entire service, including damages for the an- , 


nulment of the old route, concentrating the service 
upon both routes upon the contract route, thereby 
saving the amount of $437,000. The gentleman 
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that mail, and consequently the revenue received, 
has been increasing in amount. In the present 
state of the law, where we have an overland mail 
running with the regularity and speed of the But- 
terfield route, I advance the opinion, that the rev- 


from Missouri, as | have said, convinced me of || enue to be derived from the letters carried in that 
the justice of the position taken by him, and I || overland mail, according to the present rates of 
am prepared to give his policy of retrenchment || postage, will equal one half of the amount paid 


my cordial adherence. 


Mr. POTTER. I wish to ask the chairman of } 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
if there are not parties who stand ready to per- 
form this entire service for $800,000 per annum? 

Mr. COLFAX. I was about to speak of that 
The Post Office Committee in the Senate, at this 
session, have differed from ourcommittee as to the 


| 


| 


| 


| bourne. 


cost of this central overland mail service to Cali- || 


fornia. We thought the entire service might be 
verformed for $800,000. The Senate committee 
ian however, been induced to believe it could 
not be performed for less than a million or eleven 


hundred thousand dollars. Mr. Russell, who has | 
’ 


been largely connected with the Army transpor- 
tation to Utah, said last year that the service could 
be performed for $900,000. This year he states 
thatitcannot be performed for less than $1,000,000, 
and said he did not desire the contract himself at 
that price. 


Mr. MAYNARD made a remark the reporter | 


did not hear. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
Yeman from Tennessce shall bring in extraneous 
matters, 
a person acquainted by experience with the cost 


for the service. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Coirax] has 
hosen to refer to the difficulties which have oc- 
urred on the overland route. It was telegraphed 
here, within the last three or four days, that the 
Texans had interrupted the running of this mail, 
and had seized Fort Belknap and Fort Chad- 
It was untrue. Every word of it was 
untrue. How was the information brought? By 


c 
c 


| a conductor of this overland mail to Fort Smith, 
| and from there it was telegraphed to this 


oint. 


There are no troops at Fort have 


Iknap, an 


| been none there since the Ist of January, 1859; 


I do not desire that the gen- | 


of transportation on the plains. Now, sir, if the | 
jutterfield contract be not stricken down on this | 


very day of this Congress, you will pay out dur- 
ing the next year $600,000, and you will receive 
virtually nothing into the Treasury for that ex- 


penditure, and especially if the daily overland | 


reute shall go into operation, and the troubles 
continue, on the part of the Indians and others, 
upon the Arkansas and Texas frontier. We have 
paid, in two anda half years, for carrying the mail 
over the Butterfield route, the sum of $1,500,000; 
and we have received in return, as postage upon 
the letters and other mail matter carried, only 
$300,000. That $1,500,000, then, is almost a dead 
loss. ‘The Senate propose to strike off that ex- 
penditure. If you annul this contract, of course 
you will have to pay liberal damages. They will 
ask us to pay them damages; and everybody will 
expect us to pay them remunerating damages for 
loss of stations, stock, equipage, produce on hand, 
&c. They may ask us to give them a year’s 
pay as damages. The Senate now proposes, in 
order to save them from loss as far as may be, 
that they shall be allowed to go upon the central 








more than two years ago. There are no people 
residing in the vicinity of Fort Chadbourne. It 


now appears that the Indians had interfered with | 


the mail coach on that route, and the people of 
Texas had not interfered with it. I did not be- 
lieve the report that the people of Texas had in- 
terrupted this mail. I desired the Postmaster 
General to telegraph the postmaster of Fort Smith 
for information on this matter, and I have in my 
hands the reply which was returned. General 


_A. G. Mayers, the postmaster at Fort Smith, in 


I have only alluded to Mr. Russell as || 


| Fort Fillmore and Fort Yuma. 


a telegram bearing date only three days ago, 


stated that, from the best information he had, it | 
was the Indians and not the Texans who had in- | 
lt is now reported that | 


terfered with the mail. 
the disturbance took place, notin Texas or Ark- 
ansas, but in a portion of New Mexico, between 
The same dis- 
turbances from Indians are likely to occur in all 


| parts of the country where there are roving bands 
| of savages. 


| 


j 
; 
| 


{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 


| ment pending at this time? 
I withdraw my amendment, 
if there be no objection. 


Mr. COLFAX. 


There was no objection; and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I now want read the 


portion of the bill which it is proposed to strike | 
| out. 


The Crerx. se , 
some point on the Missouri river, connected with 
the East,’’and in lieu thereof insert, ** St. Joseph, 


| Missouri.”’ 


route, provided they will take the entire contract, | 


and run the pony express besides, for $1,000,000. 
| Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman 
from Indiana has referred to some remarks which I 
submitted when the post route bill was before this 


Ilouse some time ago; and I regret he has not | 
profited by the lessons of economy which | then | 


gave. 


But his suggestions, I think, are not ap- || 


Mr. McCLERNAND. After the word * con- 


nected’’ | move to insert *‘ by railroad.’’ I think |! 


that that will obviate the objection of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, [Mr. Craie.] I think with 


him that, as the bill now stands, it is too vague | 


and indefinite in respect to the point where this 


plicable to the case now under consideration. 1 || 


was pleased to hear the gentleman from Wiscon- || Otherwise, the starting point may be fixed upon 


sin [Mr. Porrer) inquire whether there were not 
responsible parties.now ready to contract for this 


daily overland service upon the central route at | 


the sum of $800,000 per annum? I have been 
informed that there are parties now willing to con- 
tract to carry the mail, according to the provisions 
of the law contained in the post route bill passed 
at this session of Congress, at the maximum sum 
there fixed as compensation. Yet it is proposed 
in this bill—I suppose upon the principle of econ- 
omy—to pay $200,000 more per annum for mail 
service upon this central route than other con- 
tractors are willing to take that contract for. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Corrax] has 
alluded to the small amount of revenue which has 
been received fram the Butterfield overland mail 
route, Why isit? Because most of the letters 
carried upon that route paid only three cents post- 
age the single ictter. At this session of Congress, 
we have more than trebled the rate of postage 
upon those letters. We have regulated the post- 
age on letters by the overland mail, at ten cents 
the single letter. From the time that that over- 


land mail service has gone into operation, up to \ them to make a contract of that kind. 


route shall commence. With the amendment I 


have suggested, I think that the amendment of | 


the Senate is an improvement upon the House 
bill. It increases the mail service, while it dimin- 
ishes the expense of that service. I think that 
the words ‘* by railroad”’ onght to be inserted. 


|| the Missouri river, at Florence, which is some 


| 
| 


be the construction of the Postmaster General. 


| 
pe 
y 
| 


| railroad with the East.’’ 


two hundred miles above. There can be no ob- 
jection to it, as it was doubtless the intention of 
the framer of the amendment that the starting 
point should be at some railroad terminus upon 
the Missouri river. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have no doubt that that will 
After great deliberation | have made up my mind 
to vote for concurring in the Senate amendment 
as it has come to us, 1 do not want the bill to go 
back to the Senate on the last day, because it 
may then be lost. I have no doubt that the con- 
struction of the Department will be as the gentle- 
man desires it. The words of the original bill are, 
**connected by railroad with the East.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I hope that my amend- 
ment will be agreed to. It will have the effect to 
prevent all misconstruction. 

Mr. COLFAX. As I have already said, the 
language of the original bill is, ‘* connection b 
I think that the Post- 
master General will so construe it, and require 





Is there any amend- | 


It is proposed to strike out ‘at | 
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. Itisa Matte a 
|| struction, and I do not think that sen — 
'| be lost by sending the bill with this amendmen 
|| back to the Senate. _ 
‘| [Here the hammer fell.} 
I _ Mr. SHERMAN, I desire to say a few word 
in Opposition to the amendment, simply for the 
purpose of allowing me to state my views , : 
this very important proposition. The Come 
of Ways and Means recommended non-cone - 
rence in this amendment, chiefly for three oa 
sons: first, that it had no business upon this bil. 
second, that the terms of the amendment jtsel; 
were rather indefinite, and not conclusive enourh: 
third, that it did not allow a fair competition Bus 
proposed to give the contract to Butterfield @ Co 
without any competition. These were objections 
which T thought induced the Committee of Wy : 
and Means to non-concur. ai 
On the other hand, there are advantages to b 
. > e 
derived by the Government by the adoption of 
this amendment, which it is worth while to con- 
sider. The first is, that it isa saving to the Goy- 
ernment of some four hundred thousand dollars 
perannum. The Butterfield contract is an exis. 
ing legislative contract, which cannot be altered 
except by an act of Congress.. Under that p- 
tract, they are entitled to $600,000 per annum. 
That contract continues for three or four years: 
and therefore, by getting rid of that contract, we 
save the amount of that contract less the difference: 
of service. The overland mail route introdycod 
by my friend from Indiana, [Mr. Coxrax,} will 
| cost the Government $800,000 annually, if bid- 
ders accept the terms of that law. That makes the 
aggregate of the present postal service $1,400,000, 
The limit of the appropriation by this amendment 
is $1,000,000, so that we save $400,000 a year, 
_The second advantage is, that we secure imme- 
diately, without doubt, adaily overland mail route 
to California. This is a necessity of the country, 
and ought to be adopted, and will be adopted in 
two or three years. This amendment probably 
secures it from the Ist day of July next, because 
|| Butterfield and company are bound to transfer 
| their whole personnel from the present route over 
|| to the second route, and they have three months 
|| from this time to do it. They have the meansand 
|| the power to run this overland mail service, if 
| 











_ they are willing to do it at the rates prescribed in 
this amendment. There is no doubt of their abil- 
ity to do it. So that secures it without question. 

The third object accomplished by this amend- 
ment, as I understand, is, that we get rid of the 
| Butterfield route, which, for the last three years, 
| has been a constant subject of discussion in this 
| House. It was established, in the first place, 
without the authority of law; and if these con- 
| 


tractors had the contro! of the matter, I would do 
|, anything I could for them. But we know very 
+, well that the route is likely to be superseded or 
| destroyed by the action of the Indians, or of the 
State of Texas, and we are likely to be involved 
| in complications growing out of it. Therefore, the 
case stands thus: we gain a saving of $400,(00 
| annually; we secure a daily overland mail route 
'| from the first of July, and get rid of the Butter- 
| field contract for $200,000 extra, and we get & 
| pony express: Under these circumstances, I am 
| disposed to vote for this amendment. 
he amendment to the amendment was not 


| agreed to. 
The committee informall si 
| Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 


| 

} 

ENROLLED BILLS. 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 


arose; and 


following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: } = 
A bill (H.R. No 461) granting an inva" 
yension to Charles Appleton; “ 
A bill (H. R. No. 666) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Sutton; : . 
A bill (H. R. No. 530) granting a pension to 
Jane Yates; s : 
A bill (H. R. No. 426) for the relief of John 
Y. Sewell; and 5 
A bill (H. R. No. 311) for the relief of Mrs. 
Mary Ann Henry. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. : 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Pattosy 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate hat 
passed a bill for the relief of John P. Burn, 19 


the House. 


which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
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the committee of conference upon the bill making 
,ooropriations for the Indian service and for ful- 





filing treaty stipulations with certain Indian tribes | 


for the year ending June 30, 1862; that the Senate | 
insist upon their disagreement, and ask fora fur- | 


ther committee of conference. , 
The committee then resumed its session. 


post OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


Mr. BARRET. I move to amend the amend- | 


ment of the Senate by striking out all after the 
word **from,’’ in line sixteen, down to and in- 
cluding the word * first,’ in line seventeen, and 
insert in lieu thereof the words ‘* Kansas City, 
Missouri;’’ so that the clause shall read: 


Continuing four months of the year, from Kansas City, 
Missouri, to Placerville, California. 


Ajso, that the Senate disagreed to the report of | 
| 
i 


This is called a central route. It is intended to |) 


be acentral route; and I therefore propose, by this 


amendment, to locate the point of starting 1n the | 


center. lask for a vote upon the amendment, 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. I move te amend 
the Senate amendment, by striking out the words 


portation of letters by said express, notexceeding | 


one dollar per half ounce.’’ I propose this amend- 
ment, for the purpose of cailing the attention of 


the House to the new principle which, by the | 


Senate amendment, is ingrafted upon the postal 


system of the country, namely: to permit a con- | 


tractor, while carrying the public mail under his 
contract with the Government, to carry another 
mail for his privece account, and charge two 
dollars per ounce for mailable matter. By this 
amendmezut of the Senate, Congress stipulates to 
pay to these contractors $1,000,000 per annum, 
as a compensation for carrying a daily overland 
mail, and for running at the same time a semi- 
weekly pony express, carrying for the Govern- 
ment, free of charge, five pounds of mail matter; 
and for the public, letters at the rate of two dollars 
per ounce. By the overland mail, the postage is 
ten cents per letter; by the pony express, two 


- 











of the public mail. If it is necessary, for the 
suke of encouraging this scheme of overland mail, 
to raise the pestage to California to two dollars 
per ounce, let this be done for the account of the 
public Treasury, and not for the account of the 
mailcontractor. Itisa new and strange policy for 
the Government to pay a man for running an ex- 
press on his own account, and for his own profit 
If it be said that the running of this pony ex- 
press is not the subject of the compensation pro- | 
vided for by the bill, then we had better leave this 
rovision out. If, however, the compensation of 
$1,000,000 covers the expenditure of this pony 
express arrangement, the emoluments resulting || 
from it should go into the Treasury. If it is | 
proposed to establish at Government expense a 
system of pony expresses, to be run for private 
account, the privilege should not be exclusive. | 
The liberty of charging the public two dollars an 
ounce on their correspondence impresses me as a 
franchise which may * very valuable. It should 
be subjected to greater competition than that pro- 
vided in the Senate bill. There may be other 
parties who, ata less rate of compensation than 


| that provided in this bill, would take the privilege 
*« with the liberty of charging the public for trans- | 


|| system. I very much doubt, sir, whether that 


| the same time, this is not the way to strike at it. 


| If the mail contractor was permitted to runa light- 


dollars per ounce, The mail is carried for the | 


account of the Government. The pony express 
is run for the accountand profit of the contractor. 
The Government pays the $1,000,000 for the two 
systems combined. Thus the Government pays 
the contractor, out of the public Treasury, for 
running the pony express for his private account. 
You thus have a contractor running at public ex- 
pense, but for his own profit, a pony express in 
opposition to the Government mail. You subsi- 
dize him, and confer upon him the exclusive priv- 
liege of taxing the commercial correspondence of 
the country two dollars per ounce. By the ex- 
tent to which you can diminish the revenues of 
the Government derived from the postages, you 
increase the revenue derived from his pony ex- 
press. It is for the interest of the contractor that 
the public mail should be delayed and irregularly 


which this Senate amendment assures to them of 
charging two dollars per ounce upon the commer- 
cial correspondence between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific coasts. Iam satisfied that this proposition 
has not been well considered by the committee, 
and that we should be slow to sanction a policy 
which leads to the destruction of our whole postal 


system is worth preserving much longer; but, at 


To illustrate: take the post route between the cities 
of New York and*Washington. The Govern- | 
ment sends the mails by the ordinary modes of 
conveyance, namely, the regular railroad trains. | 


ning train on his own account and charge the 


respondence of the country would be compelled 
to pay the extravagant rate, while the regular mail 
service would be of little utility. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. COLFAX. I think I canexplain this mat- | 
ter to my friend from New York so that he, as 


| wellas the committee, will thoroughly understand 


it. There is now a lightning train between the |! 


| sidized out of the Treasury. 


delivered, because if the regular mail service can | 


be rendered uncertain, the commercial correspond- 
ence of the country, which cannot be delayed, 


must go by express, and pay the two dollars per 
ounce, 


Now, it may be answered to this suggestion, | 


that if people are unwise enough to send their 
ietlers by the pony express, and pay at the rate 


of two dollars per ounce, when they can send by | 


the regular mail at the rate of ten cents per letter, 


itisan affair of their own. But it must be re- | 
membered that by this bill you establish two sep- | 
arate and distinct postal systems; and thata large | 


portion of the commercial correspondence of the 


country must go by the most expeditious system, | 


let the expense be what it may. If one merchant 
has the means afforded to him by the Government 
to dispatch his letters in ten days, at a cost of say 


five dollars, his neighbor must send his letter in | 
the same mode, or permit himself to be deprived 


of those commercial advantages which result from 
postal communication. This system of pony 


“xpress is well enough, so long as itis leftas a |, 
mere private enterprise; but itis not well to set || 


“Pp & pony express to be ran by the person who 
isthe mailcontractor. Itis not safe to subsidize, 
Cut of tne public Treasury, a contractor to run a 
private mail for his own emolument in opposition 
‘o the Government mail; nor is it, in my judg- 
‘went, judicious to farnish the contractor with this 


inducemeatto be siow and irregular in the delivery |, Buticrfield contract was not now in existence, !m- |j try that depends upon the Memphis terminus? 


| 


it 


| draw revenue from the Treasury of the country. 


cities of Washington and New York, and the 
contractors can use it to send messages on, just 
as you can use the pony express provided for in 
this till, if you choose to pay the extra cost. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. That is not sub- 


Mr. COLFAX. Atthis very time, the present 
contractors on the central route are running apony 
express across to California—running it in the 
very teeth of the law; and yet, so greatly do the 
public approve of that connection between the 
Atlantic and the Pacific coasts, that no man inthe 
country has ever asked that they should be pun- 
ished for doing it; and no right-minded man would 
think of doing it. They charge five dollars an 
ounce for matter carried by the pony express. 
Now, this amendment tells the Butterfield con- 
tractors that, if we allow them to have this con- 
tract, they shall be required to keep up the pres- 
ent facilities to the public; shall be required to 
keep up the pony express, whether it pays or 
not; and shall be required tocarry by each pony 
five pounds of mail matter for the Government 
free of charge. It also, while compelling them | 
to keep up the pony express, santiies that they 
shall reduce the rate to two dollarsan ounce; and 
the gentleman from New York will find, that | 
when the telegraph is constructed to California— 
which is subsidized by Congress—his mercantile 
friends will take advantage of that to send even 


| still quicker than they can do by the pony ex- | 


press. 
Again: by the existing law, every mail con- | 
tractor has a right to ranin opposition to the Gov- 
ernment. He can carry newspapers and pam- 
phiets outside of the mails, and make whatever | 
charge he chooses upon them, and thereby with- 


~oualiipmemeas 


Publishers very often send large parcels of papers 
by stage when they do not desire them to go 
through the post office; and no man has ever pro- 
posed to repeal the law granting that privilege. || 
Now, I say frankly to the House that, if this | 
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| posing an incubus of $600,000 a year upen our 


already impoverished Treasury, | would not vote 
for this amendment. But I do want to rid the 
Department of the incubus of that ram's horn 
route, and to concentrate the mails to the Pacific 
upon a single line. When you do that, and when 
you have a daily mail to California, the postal 
receipts, with the increased postage hereafler to 
be charged, will be nearly, if not quite, five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, while the annual expense 


| will be but $1,000,000; a wide difference from 


what it was three years ago, when theexpense was 
$2,300,000 a year, and the receipts only $275,000, 
or a little over ten per cent. of the entire cost. By 
this system we wipe out all claims for damages, 


|| and concentrate the entire mails on a single line— 


the line upon which the treasure from California 
to the United States is to come, if privateers shall 


| be found in the Gulf interfering with the com- 


merce of the constituenis of my friend from New 
York. I want the overland mail established be- 
fore this Congress adjourns, upon a sure, fixed, 
and immovable basis, so that whatever circum- 
stances may be transpiring on our southern border, 
we can clasp hands across the continent with our 
friends on the Pacific coast, and thereby increase 
that feeling of loyalty which I know now burns 
in the bosoms of the people of California and 
Oregon. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Speaker, as 


| my objection is to the whole scheme of this over- 


land mailservice, | withdraw the amendment, and 
move to reduce the amount of the appropriation, 
in order that I may say a word or two in reply 
to my friend from Indiana. If you can transport 
these California mails overland as cheaply as they 
can be conveyed by steamships, it is well enough 


| todo so. I think the experiment will be a failure. 


I have no objection to the discontinuafice of the 
Jutterfield route; and, if Lhad been in Congress 


|| at the time of its establishment, should have voted 
| public two dollars per ounce, the commercial cor- || 


against it, under the expectation that it would re- 
sult in the failure now acknowledged, and which 
| predict of thisnew scheme. What | object to 
is the establishment, at the Government expense, 
of a system of pony expresses run for private 
profit. I donot object to pony expresses as pri- 


| vate enterprises: individuals may send special 


messages to California at the expense of a thou- 
sand dollars a message if they please. What I 
object to is, that you should pay out of the pub- 
lic Treasury an enhanced price to contractors 
because of this pony express, with the privilege 
of charging the public extravagant rates for their 
private emolument. [have no objection to such 


| a relaxation of the postal laws as will permit these 


pony expresses to be run. My objection is to 
theirestablishmentat publicexpense. You should 
retain the present postal system, or abolish it. So 
long as you retain it, the Government should re- 


| ceive the revenues derived for all mails, for the 


conveyance of which it pays. This scheme will 


| be followed up by other schemes of a similar 


character. You will have mail contractors through- 


| out the country carrying the public mails slow, 


and private mails fast, for their own emolument. 
1 am sure that my friend from Indiana, whose 
constant care for the public interest is most grate- 


| fully acknowledged, will understand the point 


which | make. 

Mr. COLFAX. If mail contractors should 
carry the publi¢ mails slower than schedule time 
they would be fined by the Postmaster General. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Yes; but they 
could well afford to pay the fines, if they can 
charge two dollars an ounce for the mail matter in 
their private mails. The whole scheme is wrong. 

Mr. AVERY. I oppose the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York, merely for the 
purpose of saying a word in opposition to the 
amendment of the Senate. It proposes to commit 
an act of greatinjustice by abolishing that branch 
of the overland mail route which terminates at 
the city of Memphis. Under the present contract 
the contractors are compelled to carry the mail 
on two routes, branching at Fort Smith. The pro- 


| posed amendment would abolish that, and permit 


the contractors to select any point on the Mixsourt 
river as the starting point. Of course they would 


| be guided in that selection by their own interests. 


But how would that affect the interests of those 
who live south of the Missouririver? How would 
it affect the interests of all that part of the coun- 
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According to the Senate amendment the contrac- 
tors have a perfect right to select a starting pointa | 








thousand miles north of Memphis. This would || 


operate very unjustly; and I insistthatthe House 
will non-concur in the Senate amendment, and let 
the present contract stand as it is. 


The question wastakenon Mr. Ciark’s amend- |; to pay $600,000 a year for a service which is of | 


ment to the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend by striking out the last word of the amend- 
ment—** 1864’’—and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word ** 1863.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senate amendment | 
makes the contract expire at the same time as the 
Butterfield contract does. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chair- 
man, I believe the whole system of congressional 
contracts to be wrong, and open to the grossest 
frauds. Why should Congress make a contract 
with these people? Why not leave it open to 
competition by the advertsement provided for in 
the law which has been already passed, and which 


was so strongly urged by the gentleman at the || 


head of the Post Office Committee? That law has 
opened this route to competition on bids. Why 
notleave itso? Because they say you save some- 
thing by giving itto the Butterfields. I deny that 
you save anything atall by it. In the first place, 
the Butterfields are to have two months’ extra 
pay as liquidating damages, which amounts to | 
$100,000. In the next place, they are to have | 
just as long time to move their stock as they | 
please, and to be allowed their present rate of 

compensation till they do that, 1 think that, by 
the time they will have done it, they will have 
made up the difference. Every dollar of it will, 
no coals be made up. Let them go on at the | 
present rete for the Soisean of the three years 

that they have to run, unless the contract be 
stopped under the law giving authority to suspend 
postal routes. In that case, they will receive two | 
months’ pay, in liquidation of damages. It is so | 
dipuletes in their contract, I think it will have 

to be suspended. I think these seceding States 
will soon have commenced their operations, es- 
vecially in Texas, so that it will suspend of itself. 
Why, then, pay them for transferring their stock, 
instead of letting them transfer it at their own ex- 
pense, as other persons would do if they took 
this contract?) Why cut off all competition; and 
why extend, for three years to come, with addi- 
tional compensation, a contract large in itself ori- 
ginally, and enormously profitable, instead of 
allowing open bids to be made for itas they ought 





| 
| 
| 





to be? I trust the House will not enter into any | 
such contract. I trust the matter will be left to 
the ordinary mode. If there has been a mistake 
made in the Butterfield contract, as I know there 
has been, let us bear the penalty of it. But let 
us not depart from the usual practice of letting 
out these contracts by competition to the lowest 
bidder. Next year, the House will be again be- 
sieged with demands that we shall make more 
legislative contracts, or convey some old contracts 
to some new route, 

In addition to that, there has been just sent to 
me an amendment, which I shall offer, providing 
for damages for the discontinuance of the contract 
to carry the mails by Utah. In fact, by the adop- 
tion of this amendment, we subject this Govern- 
ment to claim for damages from contractors all 
over the country. By the time you have finished 
paying damages to the superseded routes, have 
paid for the moving of this stock, and have paid 
two months’ liquidated damages, I do not think | 
you will have saved much, unless you save car- 
rying the mail in places where I think it ought 
never to be carried. I see no reason now fer vio- 
lating that contract; and I therefore hope that the 
Senate amendment will be non-concurred in, ac- 
cording to the recommendation of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Inregard to the amendment 
offered by the gentlemai; from Pennsylvania, I 
would say that the time fixed in the amendment 
for the termination of this contract is the timeat 
which the old contract expires, the Ist of July, 
1864, Iam as much operas to legislative con- 
tracts as any one; and | believe I have never yet 
voted for one. If this were in the nature of a le- 
gislative contract, 1 could not vote for it. But 
here is the difficulty. This Butterfield route isa 
legislative contract itself. lt was passed here 
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| believe I have always veted against it from that 
time to this. But the question is, how are we to 
get rid of the contract? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Let it run 
out. . 
| Mr. SHERMAN. If weletitrun out, we have 


no benefit to us. 
| Mr.STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. And never 
| was. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I want to get rid of it. My 
| friend says, the Postmaster General may discon- 
| tinue it. The Attorney General does not think 
| so. The Postmaster General tried to discontinue 


|| it; but it could not be done. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 


|| Ueman from Ohio will recollect that what I said 
|| was, that it could be discontinued under the law 


| which we passed to discontinue mail routes. 


|  Mr.SHERMAN. As a matter of course, the 
|| Postmaster General cannot discontinue the ser- 


vice, because it is a legislative contract, and can 
only be changed by Congress. My friend from 


|| Pennsylvania says that claims will be made for 
|| damages by the contractors on the Utah and other 
|| discontinued routes. Those contracts, however, 


| contained the stipulation that the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral might discontinue them by giving thirty days’ 


| pay. They are simple contracts made by the Post- 


master General, and not by Congress. 

It seems to me that this is a very plain propo- 
| sition. Congress being the only power that can 
| suspend the Butterfield route, it 1s proposed to do 
it by increasing their compensation $400,000 a 
year, and converting the weekly service into a 
| daily one. . 

Mr. COLFAX. Is an amendment necessary 


| 
| 


| in order to enable me to submit two or three 


remarks? 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 

Mr. COLFAX. Then I will submit an amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has hitherto 
| indulged in more latitude of debate than would be 
| strictly in order, and he will hereafter confine gen- 
tlemen to the rule. If there be no objection, how- 
ever, on this occasion, the gentleman from In- 
diana may proceed, 

Mr. COLFAX. I merely wanted to make a 
correction in a matter of figures. This Butterfield 
| contract has now three yearsand a half to run, in 
| which we shall, if it continues, pay $2,100,000, for 
| which we receive no sebelnnsibioctnen. In regard 
| to the remark of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
| vania, [Mr. Srevens,] that damages would be 
| claimed by other contractors, I have to say that 
| all their contracts expire on the Ist of July, when 

this bill takes effect. No damages can therefore 
be claimed, and none are to be paid. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of closing the debate 
on this amendment of the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Burnett reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and eerteney 

the Post Office appropriation bill, with the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that all debate on 
the amendment of the Senate to the Post Office 
appropriation bill under consideration in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with the amendments pending thereto, be term- 
inated in five minutes after the committee shall 
resume the consideration of the same. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burnett in the 
chair,) the question pending being on the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. GARNETT. For the purpose of enabling 
me to submit one or two remarks, | will move to 
amend by striking out from the twenty-first to 





¢ 


against my vote, against my remonstrance; and I || the twenty-fourth lines, inclusive. 








rch 2, 
Mr. Chairman, the first portion of the vil 


|| which I propose to strike out, gives to t 
|, tracter the right to separate the mails, and ca; 


| 
Clause, 
he con- 


| one portion by land and the other by sea 1, 
_ makes no provision that the separation shaj| he 
je by the agents of the Department. The 
whole of it, if I understand the provision 
into the hands of the contractor, who is res, § = 
| ible, and has the right to make the separation a 
| carry one portion wy land and the other portion 
_bysea. I submit to the committee that this ainend. 
ment of the Senate gives to this contractor q powe 
| which is confided to no other contractor of a 
} Post Office Department of the United States I, 
| all other cases the separation is made by mail 
| agents or by postmasters. - 

Then you go further, and allow this co 


: ntractor, 
as was well said by the gentleman from New 


| 

York, [Mr. CLark,] to carry by express one por- 

tion of mail matter at a rate which you have fixed 

at two dollars an ounce, thus forcing the commer. 
|| cial men of the country to send their correspond- 

ence under this enormous charge, while you pay 

the same contractors for carrying the regular mail 
| $1,000,000 per annum. Now, sir, who are the 
| contractors to which the amendment of the Senate 
| gives this enormous amount? I understand that 
William H. Russell is the chief contractor, 

Mr. COLFAX. Oh, no. 

Mr. GARNETT. I so understand jt. My. 
Russell is the pony express man. I understand 
| that this Mr. Renal. who is now under a crim. 
| inal prosecution by this Government in regard to 
} 





certain bonds abstracted from the Interior De- 
partment, is the pony express contractor to which 
this amendment applies. I know nothing about 
| him, as to whether he is guilty or innocent; and 
I certainly would not desire to prejudge the sen- 
tence of the court, whatever it may be; but I do 
not think he is precisely the man who should be 
intrusted with these immense privileges for which 
you propose to tax the commercial men of the 


| 
country. 








Mr. BURCH made a remark, which was not 
heard at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. GARNETT. I am under the impression 
that Mr. Russell has charge of the property of 
this pony express company; and I have heard that 
he proposes to make this contract a condition on 
which he is to restore the Indian bonds to the 
Government, and that it Would therefore be a 
desirable arrangement for the Government to 
| make. I do not think that such a course is a dig- 

nified or proper one for the United States Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. COLFAX. The gentleman is entirely mis- 
taken. This is intended to supersede the Russell 
Pony Express Company. 

Mr. GARNETT. Well, sir, there are two 
ways of conducting this Government. One is, by 
passing laws upon principle; laws which shall be 
for the benefit of the people at large, not for the 
purpose of building up a particular locality, or 
for the benefit of particular persons. If I under- 
stood the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
Srevens,] he would be in favor of conducting the 
Government in that manner. But when the Gov- 
ernment goes astray, and it is left for the people 
to correct the error, the tax upon each individual 
is so smail that they are very slow to rally upon 
such anissueasthat. But there is another much 
cheaper and easier way of conducting the Gov- 
ernment, by centering whatever benefit or emol- 
ument can be derived upon certain localities and 
particular individuals. ‘These localities, of course, 
are very grateful to the party in power, and they 
contribute money and furnish means for election- 
eering and support in the elections, while those 

| persons who are the recipients of special monop- 
olies, privileges, and benefits, will also contribute 
their means to that end. And these are matiers 
in which, as I have said, the people at large take 
so little interest shat they cannot be relied upon 
to sustain any genera! system of electioncerins. 
It would seem that this system has been the - 
mainly carried out in this House during this whe 
session of Congress, and particularly since e 
conservative influence of southern members has 
been withdrawn from this Hall. : ' 

Now, sir, here is a proposition to incorporale 
into an appropriation bili a provision for pens 
an extensive monopoly in the hands of nos 
persons, while any general measure for the ’ r 
efit of peopie, such, for instance, as that for abol 
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ishing the franking rivilege,is allowed to slumber 
upon your table. Vhy? Because the franking 
srivilege is one for the personal benefit of mem- 
a of Congress. It isa great means of enabling 
members of Congress to electioneer among their 
constituents, and thus contribute to their own per- 
sonal advantage; because, to support it, you must 
have a vast printing establishment, with binders 
and contractors, and binders and contractors will 
contribute money forthe supportof party. ‘There- 
fore the franking privilege can never be abolished 
unde this presentGovernment. There is no op- 

ortunity nor hope for any measure of economy, 
ut the Government seems likely to go on in- 
creasing in extravagance, until it breaks down 
under the weight of its own corruption—affording 
a striking contrast with the economical, sober, 
and discreet proceedings of that republican gov- 
ernment inaugurated at Montgomery 

Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN stated that all debate on the 
pending amendment of the Senate had closed. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Mr. PHELPS. I will not call for a division 
on the amendment, with the understanding that 
we shall have a vote by yeas and nays in the 
House. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have no objection to that. 


Tenth amendment: 


Sec. —. nd he it further enacted, That the contractors 
on route No. 12578 shall be entitled to their present mail 
pay during the neeessary time required to change their stock 
trom their present route to the central route without per- 
forming the service, and shall be entitled also to two 
months’ pay on their present contract, as liquidated dam- 
ages forsuch change of service, if made by them in accord- 
ance with the terms of the preceding section. 





The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
ameml that amendment, by adding as follows: 

That the Postmaster General be authorized and directed 
to settle and pay all damages in justice and equity, that any 
contractor having an unexpired contract for mail service 
over any portion of the central route may sustain in conse- 
quence of establishing what is known as the Butterfield 
service on said route. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I rise to a question of order. 
That amendment changes an existing law. The 
law fixed the manner in which these contracts are 
to be changed. And I raise the question of order, 
also, that the amendment is not germane to the 
Senate amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. There is 
a contract, but is there any law which this will 
affect ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. The contract itself is alaw. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Oh no, that 
is a mere quibble. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire also to state that these 
contracts expire on the ist of July next, when 
this bill goes into operation. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
such a law? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed 
that there is. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
committee rise in order that I may submit a priv- 
ileged report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Burnett reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the amendments of the Senate to the Post Office 


appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 
thereon, 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Iam instructed to 
submit the following report of the committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the civil appropriation bill. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, on the amendments to the bill (H. R. 
No. 895) + making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government, for the year ending June 30, 1862,” 
having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend to their respective Houses, as foliows : 

hat the Senate recede from their amendments, num- 
oat four, nine, twelve, eighteen, twenty-four, and forty- 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s amendments, numbered eight, eleven, thirteen, 


Is there 


— een 








| 











| 








fourteen, twenty-five, twenty six, twenty-eight, twenty- 
nine, thirty-one, thirty-two, thirty-three, thirty-four, thirty- 


| six, thirty-eight, and thirty-nine. 


That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House | 


to the Senate’s twenty-seventh amendment. 

That the Senate recede from their disagreement to the 
House amendment to the thirty-fifth amendment of the 
Senate, and concur in said amendment of the House, with 
the following amendment: In the twelfth, instead of the 
fourth line of said Senate amendment, strike out the word 
*‘ directed,” and insert “ authorized.” 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s first amendment, and agree to the same with the 
following amendment: Strike out of line third of said 


| amendment the word “ fifty,’’ and insert “ thirty.”’ 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s second amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: In line three of said amendment, 
strike out “ thirty,’’ and insert “ ten.”’ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s third amendment, and agree to the same with the 


| following amendment: In line two of said amendment, 


strike out “ forty,’’ and insert “ twenty.’? 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s twentieth amendment. and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: In line one of said amendment, 
after the words “ provided that,” strike out the words, 
“the proviso in.” 

‘T'hat the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s forty-first amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following amendment: Strike out all of said amend- 
ment after the word “‘ enacted,”’ and insert the following : 
*'That all purchases and contracts for supplies or services 
in any of the departments of the Government, except for, 
personal services, when the public exigencies do not re- 
quire the immediate delivery of the article or articles, or 
performance of the service, shall be made by advertising a 
sufficient time previously, for proposals respecting the same. 
When inmediate delivery or performance is required by 
the public exigency, the articles or service required may be 
procured by open purchase or contract, at the places, and 
in the manner in which such articles are usually bought 
and sold, or such services engaged between individuals. 
No contract or purchase shall hereafter be made, unless 
the same be authorized by law, or be under an appropria- 
tion adequate to its fulfillment, except in the War and Navy 
Departments, for clothing, subsistence, forage, fuel, quar- 
ters, or transportation; which, however, shall not exceed 
the necessities of the current year. And the third section 
of the act entitled ‘ An act making appropriations for the 


| legislative, execntive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 


ment for the year ending June 30, 1561,’ shall be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed.’’ 
H. WINTER DAVIS, 
JOHN 8. MILLSON, 
J. HUMPHREY. 
Managers on the part of the House of Representatives. 


J. A. PEARCE, 
W. P. FESSENDEN, 
H. M. RICE. 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, the 
substantial points raised in the report are, most 
of them, explained by the reading of the report. 

With reference to the Coast Survey, the com- 
mittee agreed to reduce the appropriations for that 
purpose to the extent of $100,000. 

The committee agreed that the appropriations 
made by the Senate to continue the work upon 
the Capitol and the Treasury buildings should 
stand as in the Senate amendment; because the 
Government is bound by contracts for materials, 
which they must coniply with; and it is really 
cheaper to continue the works than to arrest them, 
and be liable to damages or reclamation by the 
contractors. 

We recommend that the House recede from its 
disagreement to the appropriations for the mints 
at Philadelphia and San Francisco, the one at 


| Philadelphia more especially; because of the great 


amount of coin imported from Europe, which has 
to be recoined here. 

We agreed to the proposition of the Senate of 
an appropriation to construct a sewer through the 
navy-yard at Brooklyn, because there is a con- 
tract between the United States and that city, or 


rather there was a condition in the cession to the 
United States of the navy-yard, that the right of 


drainage should be retained by the city of Brook- 


lyn, and the United States should pay its propor- | 


tion of the expense. 

The last point upon which the committee agreed 
upon the forty-first amendment arises from these 
circumstances: a law was passed at the last ses- 
sion providing that certain purchases required to 
be made for the public service, should, unless the 
exigencies of the public service, required other- 
wise, be made upon publication. 
amendment went on to prohibit the United States 
from purchasing patented articles. An attempt 
was made in the Senate to repeal the latter por- 
tion, but by accident the repeal applied to the 
former portion of the act. In order to make the 
matter plain, we insert, in lieu of the forty-first 
amendment in this bill, the portion of the section 


That same | 
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latter part of the law of 1860, which by accident 
was not repealed. 

I believe that covers the material points in the 
report; and I now demand the previous question 


| on its adoption. 


| 
| 
| 











aaa. 





i) which by accident was repealed, and repeal the | 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the report was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the report was adopted ; 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 
Mr. SHERMAN moved that the rules be sus- 


pended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. em 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burnett in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 


| the tenth amendment of the Senate to the Post 
| Office appropriation bill. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 

Sec. ll. And he it further enacted, That should the con- 


| tractors on route 12578 fail to accept the above modifica 


tion of their present contract, on or before the 25th day ot 
March, as before stated, then the Postmaster General is 
directed to annul said contract, and advertise, for thirty 
days, for carrying the mail in the manner herein provided, 
the service to commence July 1, 1861, or as soon thereatter 
as possible, and to expire July 1, 1864, and let the same to 
the lowest responsible bidder, having due regard to their 
ability to perform the service, and the sum of $1,000,000 is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the ‘Treasury not 
not otherwise appropriated, to carry into execution the pro 

visions of so much of this act as provides for the establish 

ment of a daily mail on the direct route: Provided, never 

theless, That the Postmaster General or Congress shall have 
power, from time to time, as the same may be deemed ne- 
cessary, to alter or modify the contract hereby authorized, 
or to put an end tothe same entircly, should the public in 

terest demand a discontinuance of the service, and in either 
case, the contractors shall be entitied to receive such rea- 
sonable damages as they may sustain because of any such 
alteration or annulment of their contract. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


Mr. PHELPS. If we discontinue the 


Jutter- 


| field route, then we will leave the people in what 
|is called Arizona without any mail service. I 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| entire winter was b 
| route. 
|| ritory of New Mexico, to say nothing of Arizona, 


hope that no such injustice will be done to that 
people. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am informed by the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads that there is a mail service in Arizona. 

Mr. COLFAX. There is, from Independence 
to Santa Fé, 

Mr. PHELPS. I am speaking of Arizona. 

Mr. COLFAX. Although there are few peo- 
ple in Arizcna, it has a mail service. 

Mr. PHELPS. Silver mining works as well 
as military posts are established in Arizona, and 
the people there ought to have a mail service. 
This will cut off the service they now have. 

Mr. OTERO. I donot exactly understand the 
state of the question, and would like to under- 
stand it. Lam informed that it is proposed to 
abolish the Butterfield overland mail route. Iam 
very sorry to see such a disposition on the part 
of the House. The gentleman from Indiana, the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, says there is a mail route established 
from Independence to Santa Fé. That is true; 
but that mail route is not in operation, on account 
of Indian hostilities. The only way we could 
get mails in Arizona or New Mexico during the 
means of the overland mai! 
If you abolish that route, the entire Ter- 


will be deprived of all mail facilities. Originally 
I was opposed, of course, to the overland route, 
over the line upon which it passes; but it has sat- 
isfied the people; it has given us mail facilities 
better than any other mail we have had, and the 
mails have been more regularly carried than by 
any other line. Therefore I enter my protest 
against the abolition of the route. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the above pro- 
vision shall net apply to the discontinuance of any routes 
or coutracts connected with said route—No, 12578; and 
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the Postmaster General is authorized to replace any local 


service affected by the discontinuance of said route, now | 


perlormed by the contractors on said route, by giving a suffi- 
cient mail service, to take effect upon such discontinuance. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

See. 13. And be it further enacted, That any of the pro- 
Visions of the actentitied ** An act for the establishment of 
post routes,” approved 271b February, 1861—betore referred 
to—which conflict with the provisions of this act, are hereby 
repealed 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
ménded non-concurrence. 

Mr. GARNETT. I move an amendment to 
come in by way of a proviso to that section, and 
which I hope will meet the concurrence of the 
gentleman from Ohio, It is as follows: 


Provided, That no part of the amount appropriated by 
any act of Congress for the service of any one fiscal year 
shall be used for, or applied to the service of any other fis- 
cal year, nor be transterred to or used for any other branch 
of expenditure than that for which it is specifically appro 
priated: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall ap- 
ply to appropriations for the present and next fiscal year. 


Mr. SHERMAN. That whole matter was 
arranged by a law of the last session, to the satis- 
faction of the gentleman from Virginia and my- 
self It was by an amendment to one of the 
appropriation bills. 

Mr. GARNETT. Will the gentleman refer to 
the particular section? 

Mr. SHERMAN. lIcannot refer to the see- 
tion; but f will state that it was entirely satisfac- 
tory to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. GARNETT. 1 do not recollect the fact; 
but upon the statement of the gentleman from 
Ohio, | withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move an amendment pro 
forma. here are some malers connected with 
these Senate amendments which I think might be 
improved by some modifications. 1am in hopes 
that the House will concur in the recommendation 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, that a con- 
ference may be had in reference to the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses, and thereby permit 
a fair arrangement of the matter. | withdraw my 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
do now rise and report the amendments to the 
House, 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Burnett reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union had, according to order, had under consid- || 


eration the special order, being the Senate amend- 


ments to the bill making appropriations for the | 


service of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1862, and directed him to 
report the same to the House, recommending con- 
currence in some and non-concurrence in others. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The action of the committee 
has left but three points of disagreement between 
the two Houses; one relates to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois; another 
relates to the Minnesota mail route, and the other 
relates to the compensation to post route agents. 
I hope, therefore, that, as this is the last on of 


the session, the House will concur in all theSen- | 
That course will pass the bill. | 
There was an understanding, |) 


ate amendments, 

Mr. PHELPS. 
if no division was taken in committee, that the 
yeas and nays should be had in the House upon 
the adoption of one amendment. I only desire to 


remind the gentleman from Ohio of that fact; and | 


I hope the House will refuse to concur in that 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Of course I expect the gen- 
tleman to have the yeas and nays upon the But- 
terfield route amendment. I only ieee to call 
the attention of the House to the fact that it will 
be better to avoid a disagreement between the two 
Houses; and that we had better agree to all the 
Senate amendments, as our disagreements are 
very trifling. I call the previous question. 

The previous re was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. COLFAX. I suggest to the House acon- 
currence in all the amendments of the Senate, 
except the one relating to the Butterfield roate, 
and upon thatl join the gentleman from Missour! 
in asking for the yeas and nays. 

The amendments of the Senate, with the ex- 
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ception of the one above named, were all con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the amendments were 
concurred in; and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask the yeas and nays upon 
the amendment in reference to the Butterfield 
route. There is no necessity for its being read, 
as we all understand it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 43; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 


| rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Bab- 


bit, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bouligny, Brayton, 
Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Butterfield, Camp- 
bell, Carey, Carter, Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, 
Conkling, Conway, Covode, Cox, James Craig, Curtis, H. 
Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, 


| Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 


J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, 
William Hloward,William A. Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, 


| Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William 


Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Larrabee, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mars- 
ton, McClernand, McKean, McKnight. McPherson, Laban 


*T. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Niblack, Olin, Pal- 


mer, Pendleton, Perry, Porter, Pottle, Rice, Riggs, Christ- 


| opher Robinson, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, William 


Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, ‘Train, 
Trimble, Vallandigham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, 
Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ell- 
ihu B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Windom, and Wood- 
ruff—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Barr, Barret, Boteler, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Brown, Burnett, Horace F. Clark, John 
B. Clark, Clemens, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Etheridge, 
Garnett, Gilmer, Jolin T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Hol- 
man, James M. Leach, Leake, Mallory, Charles D. Mar- 
tin, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McKeuty, Millson, Nel- 
son, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Simms, William N. 


H. Smith, Stevens, Stokes, Thomas, Vance, Winslow, | 


| Woodson, and Wright—43. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. COLFAX announced that Mr. Case was 
paired off with Mr. Eneuisu until half past two 
o’clock; and that Mr. Wison was paired off with 


| Mr. Morris, of Illinois. 


The result was announced as above recorded. 


Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was concurred in; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 5 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RECESS. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Irise tosubmita privileged 
motion. I move that when the House takes a re- 
cess to-day, it be till Monday at ten o’clock. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr.SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 


| just taken; and also moved to lay the motion to 
| reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 


Mr. BINGHAM. lask the unanimous con- 
sent to take up and consider the bill of the House 


No. 910, further to provide for the collection of 


duties upon imports. 

Mr. PHELPS. [rise to a question of order. 

That bill is not in order, this Soe private bill 

dey, by the rules. 
1 


r. BINGHAM. [ask unanimous consent to 


_ take up now the bill ‘ further to provide for the 


>— ———— 


collection of duties on imports.”’ 

Objection was made, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to take up the bill, and on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX. I call for the reading of the bill. 

The bill was read. It provides that whenever, 
by reason of unlawful obstructions, combinations, 
or assemblages of persons, it shall become im- 
practicable, in the judgment of the President, to 
execute the revénue laws and collect the duties on 
imports in the ordinary way in any collection dis- 
trict, it shall be lawful for the President to direct 
that the custom-house for such district be estab- 
lished and kept in any secure place within some 
port or harbor of such district, cither upon land 
or on board any vessel; and that, in that case, it 
shall be the duty of the collector to reside at such 
place, and there to detain all vessels and cargoes 
arriving within the district until the duties im- 


ij ee _ = 
| pesed on the cargoes by law are paid in ¢ 
} 
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thing in the laws of the United States caetoany- 
trary notwithstanding; and that, in syc! m 
shall be unlawful to take the vessel or caren ¢ 

the custody of the proper officer of the eae m= 
unless by Poa from some court of the Unite? 
| States; and that, in case of any attempt othe ae 
to take such vessel or cargo by any force a 
bination, or assemblage of persons, too ‘tn Srp 
be overcome by the officers of the customs. jt al an 
be lawful for the President of the United &. — 
or such person or persons as he shal! have on.” 
powered for that purpose, to employ such part = 
the land or naval forces, or militia of the U, i 
States, as may be deemed necessary for the a 
pose of preventing the removal of such yess.) _ 
cargo, and protecting the officers of the custor : 
in retaining the custody thereof. oe 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move a call os 
the House; and call for tellers. —: 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jony (¢ 
RANE and BaBBITT were appointed. / 

The House divided; and the tellers report 
ayes thirty-two. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE ealled for th 
and nays: 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I appeal to the gentleman 
from New York to give us a vote on suspendine 
the rules, without having a call of the Metis, 
There can be no object in fillibustering at this ume 
of the session. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Very well; I with. 
draw the motion for a call of the House, 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object. Members did 
not expect this bill to be called up to-day: and 
this side of the House is very thin. I desire tha: 
there may be time given for gentlemen to con 
into the Hail; and therefore I object to the with- 
drawal of the motion. 


The question was taken; and it was deciged in 





con. 


i Case Sit 


OCH. 
ed— 


C yeas 


SS SS SSS SSS 


the negative—yeas 53, nays 100; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, William (. An- 
derson, Babbitt, Barret, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Burch, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, 
Clemens, Cox, James Craig, De Jarnette, Dunn, Edinund- 
son, Etheridge, Florence, Garnett, Hatton, Holman, Wil- 
liam Howard, Hughes, Kilgore, Kunkel, James M. Leach, 
Leake, Logan, Charies D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, May- 
nard. McKenty, Millson, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Neison, Pey 
ton, Phelps, Quarles, Riggs, Sickles, Simms, William N 
H. Sinith, James A. Stewart, Stokes, ‘Thomas, Vallaudig 
ham, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, and Woodson—5: 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Barr, 
Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bufinwon, 
Burlingame, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Coburn, 
Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, Jolin G. Davis, 


mick, Hindman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Jun 
kin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, MeKean, Me 
Knight, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Niblack, 
Nixon, Paimer, Perry, Porter, Potter, Rottle, Rice, Cliris 
topher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, ‘Tompkins, Train, 
Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, 
Waiton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elli B. Washburn, 
Webster, Wells, Windom, Wood, and Woodrufl—1v0 


So the House refused to order a call. 


Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Jenkins, was called home by urgent 
business. 

The question recurred on the motion to sas- 
end the rules; on which the yeas and nays b=“ 
een ordered. cee 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 103, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blake, Brayton, 
Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame, Butterfield, Carey, ‘ rae 
Coburn, Coltax, Conkling, Conway, Covode, Dawes, ' - 
lano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, ! ‘ ; 
ton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, tel 
Gurley, Hale, Hail, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, How’ 
Holman, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Fraacis a 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Rien, - 
Witt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Love)oy, 
ton, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, oo on 
Joy Morris, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pettit, Porter, Pou. 
Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sevsv'' 
Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Sc" » 
William Stewart, Stratton, ‘Tappan, Thayer, = ae 
Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyek, Ver * 
Wade, Waldron, Waiton, Cadwalader C. W ee od 
lihu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Windom, W004, * 
Woodrufl—103. Barret 

NAYS—Messrs. William ©. Anderson, Barr, 12" 
Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Brown, Burch, Burnett, 
F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, John Cochrane, om 
Cox, James Craig, Jobu G. Davis, De Jarnette, Saou , 
Etheridge, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gilmer, Hamilton, 





Dawes, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fars 
worth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, Frencl, Gooch, Gr- 
nan, Grow, Gurley, Hall, Hamilton, Jobn T. Harris, He! 
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Morrison Harris, John T’. Harris, Hatton, William Howard, | 
Hazhes, Kukel, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Mal- 
Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, Mc- 
K cuty, Millson. Laban T. Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Pen- 
wu. Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, James C. 
Robinson, Simms, William N. H. Smith, James A. Stew 
w+ Stokes, Thomas, Valtlandigham, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—62. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. | 

During the vote, 

Mr. FERRY stated that Mr. Burnnnam was 
detawwed from the House by sickness. 

Mr. CURTIS stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Axverson, of Missouri, who was absent on 
account of sickness in his family; otherwise he 
should have voted ** ay.” 

Mr. ENGLISH stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Case; otherwise he should have voted in the 
negative. 

Mr. BLAIR asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. : 
Messrs. BOTELER, LOGAN, AVERY, and 
HINDMAN, (notbeing within the bar when their 

names were called,) asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made, 

Each of thenr said he would have voted in the 
negative. 

Mr. WILSON said: I was paired off till three 
o’clock, with Mr. Morais, of Illinois. Itisnow 
past that time, and as my vote cannot affect the 
result, | vote ** ay.” 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM L. HUDSON. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. ! ask unanimous 
consent to have taken from the Speaker’s table 
joint resolution (No. 865) authorizing Captain 
‘William L. Hudson, of the United States Navy, 
to accepta diamond brooch for his wife, presented 
to him by the Emperor of Russia. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
received its several readings, and was passed. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; 
aud also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CENSURE ON SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. DAWES. I report back from the select 
committee of five a resolution, on which | demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Has the gentleman from 
Massachusetts a right to make this report? 

The SPEAKER protempore,(Mr.Wasusurne, 
of Illinois, in the chair.) Under the resolution 
constituting the committee, the gentleman has a 
right to report at any time. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Has he « right, this being 
private bill day? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does 
not think that makes any difference. 

REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will permit me to have taken from 
the Speaker’s table joint resolution S. No. 64, 
for the appointment of regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

There being no objection, the resolution re- 
ceived its several readings, and was passed. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
vas moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
ta ye, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CENSURE ON THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. DAWES. I move the previous question 
on the resolution which I hw ’e reported. 

Mr. BRANCH. Lhope I will be allowed to 
make an observation or two. 





The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy, in accepting 
Without delay or inquiry the resignations of officers of the 
Navy who were in arms against the Government when 
tendering the same, and of those who sought to resign that 
they migit be relieved from the restraint imposed upon 
them by their commissions on engaging in hostility to the | 
constituted authorities of the nation, has commiited a grave || 
error, highly prejudicial to the discipline of the service and || 
injurious to the honor and efficiency of the Navy ; for || 
Which le deserves the censure of this House. | 

| ' 


Mr. BRANCH. I ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether the report has been 


printed, and is within the reach of members of || 
the House ? 


i 


Mr. SICKLES. I call for the reading of the 
paper on which the report is founded. 

Mr. BRANCH. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts allow me to make a remark ? 

Mr. DAWES. I insist on the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BRANCH. I will not consume three min- 
utes. Lask itas a matter of justice toa citizen 
of this Government, to say nothing of his holding 
high office. : F 

Mr. DAWES. If there could be any particle 
of disagreement about the testimony, I would give 
way; but we had it before us in the handwriting 
of the Secretary of the Navy over his own sig- 
nature. 

Mr. BRANCH. I ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether even the statement of the 
Secretary is in print? I understand that it has 
not been printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts declines to withdraw the de- 


mand for the previous quession; and no debate is | 


therefore in order. 

Mr. BRANCH. I must, of course, submit to 
the rules of the House; but I desire to say that 
there is not one word ef testimony going to show 
that the Secretary of the Navy has accepted the 


resignation of any officer in arms against the Gov- | 


ernment. [Cries of **Order!’’] 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
order. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


Debate is not in 


/ on the table. 


Mr. SICKLES. 
upon that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 57, nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, William C. Anderson, Avery, 
Barret, Boteler, Brauch, Bristow, Brown, Burch, Burnett, 
Horace F.Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, Jobn Cochrane, 
James Craig, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, 
English, Florence, Garnett, Hamilton, John ‘I’. Harris, 
Hatton, Holman, William Howard, Hughes, Kilgore, Kun- 
kel, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Charles D. Martin, 


I demand the yeas and nays 


Mekeuty, Millson, Laban 'T’. Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Pen- | 


dleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, Ruffin, 
Sickles, Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, James 
A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, 


| Woodson, and Wright—57. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Brabson, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, 


Burlingame, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Coburn, Col- 


fax, Conway, Covode, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, | 


Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, 
Fenton, Foster, French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Halt, 


| Haskin, Helmieck, Hickman, William A. Howard, Hum 


phrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kel- 
logg, Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Lovejoy, 
Marston, Elbert 8. Martin, McKean, McKnight, McPher 


| son, Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, | 


Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riee, Christopher Robinson, 


Royce, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, | 


William Stewart, Stratton, ‘Tappan, Thayer, ‘Tompkins, 
Train, ‘Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Wal- 
ton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Wells, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—96. 

So the House refused to lay the motion on the 
table. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. SICKLES said: I ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetis to allow the papers to be read 


| upon which the report is founded. 


‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
bate in order. 


Mr. CURTIS stated that he had'paired off with 


There is no de- 


| Mr. Anverson, of Missouri, upon all political | 


questions. He should, otherwise, vote “ ay’’ 


| upon this motion. 


Mr. FERRY. 


I have not sufficient evidence 


| with regard to the Secretary to be willing to vote 
| to censure him by this House. 
| ent information, therefore, I shall decline voting. 


With my pres- 


Mr. MAYNARD. We have not the facts ve- 


fore us to show whether this officer ought to be 


| censured or not; and I therefore decline to vote. 


Mr. SICKLES. Censure without evidence 
of fault disgraces only those who pronounce it. 


{Cries of ** Order !’’] 


I move to lay the resolution | 





Mr. CLARK, of New York. Owing to the | 


impracticability of giving this subject a fair con- 
sideration, I vote **ay.”’ 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 


| Mr. Parton, one of their clerks, notifying the 


House that the Senate insist upon their amend- | 


ment, disagreed to by the House, to the bill for 
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| the construction of a military road in the Terri- 


tory of New Mexico, and have agreed to appoint 
a committee of conference upon the said amend- 
ment. 

CENSURE OF TILK SECRETARY OF TIIE NAVY. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
now recurs upon seconding the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Speaker, [am a member 
of the select committee which reported this reso- 
lution; and, inasmuch as the testimony has not 
been printed, and inasmuch as a member of the 
committee states that the facts in evidence before 
the committee prove the allegations of the rese- 
lution, Lask the gentleman from Massachusetts 
to allow the report of the majority and minority 
to be read; or if he will not consent to that, L ask 
him to allow the paper from the Secretary, to 
which he has referred, to be read. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no objection to the re- 
port of the majority and minority, together with 


the statement of the chief clerk of the Depart- 


|} man from Massac 


ment, and the testimony of the Secretary himself, 
being read, if the gentleman desires it. 
Mr. BRANCH. Thatis what I desire. 
Mr. DAWES. But there can be no dispute be- 
tween the gentleman and myself about the facts. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- 
Sai withdraw the demand 


| for the previous question ? 


Mr.DAWES. Ido not. 

Mr. BRANCH. I should be glad, inasmuch 
as 1 am a member of that committee, to be heard 
in reference to this resolution. lunderstand that 


| the gentleman consents to have the papers referred 


| time to have anything read. 


to read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from North Carolina must understand that the 
only question before the House is on the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. DAWES. I want the gentleman from 
North Carolina to understand that I have no ob- 
jection whatever toany of these papers being read. 
te is only because of the impatience of the House 
that | demanded the previous question. 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman must be aware 
that unanimous consent cannot be obtained at any 
1 appeal to him to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question. 
Otherwise it results ina refusal on his part to 
have the papers read. 

Mr. WINSLOW. If the gentleman will not 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, 


| lL ask that by common consent those papers may 


be printed in the Globe. 

Mr. BRANCH. It will be too late to read the 
evidence after the members of the House have 
censured a high officer of the Government most 
unjustly. 

Mr. DAWES. They were printed in the Globe 
a week ago. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. By unanimous 
consent, they will be considered as read, and will 
be printed in the Globe. 

Mr. DAWES. I repeat, that they were printed 
in the Globe a week ago. 

Mr. BRANCH. Only the reports were printed. 


| No evidence or papers have been published at. all. 


Mr. WINSLOW. Let meask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts if the Secretary of the Navy 
has the right to accept the resignation of any ofh- 
cer of this Government at all ? ‘ 

Mr. DAWES. Mostcertainly he has; and this 


| House has the right to pass judgment upon his 
| conduct in accepting resignations under the cir- 


cumstances which are stated in this resolution. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I deny the power. 

Mr. DAWES. I have too muck respect for 
the flag of my country to allow such conduct to 
pass unnoticed. (Cries of ** Order !’’} 

Mr. BRANCH. Lassert that the Secretary of 


the Navy has accepted the resignation of no offi- 


cer who was in arms against the Government of 


the United States. (Cries of ‘* Order !’’| 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. lI call for a divis- 
ion of the question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 
the resolution is not susceptible of a division. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. That part of the 
resolution which provides a censute on the Sec- 
retary of the Navy is an independent propost- 
tion; and | ask that it may b< so divided. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 
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the resolution is not susceptible of a division, and | 
Bo decides. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the- 
resolution; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 95, nays 62; as follows: 

Y EFAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Asb- 
Jey, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Co 
burn, Colfax, Conway, Covode, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, 
Fenton, French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haskin, Hel- 
mick, William A. Howard, Humphry, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francia W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Lovejoy, Marston, 
McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Nixon, Olin, 
Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, 
hice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William 
Stewart, Stratton, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Win- 
dom, Wood, and Woodruff—95. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adrain, William C. Anderson, Barr, 
Barret, Boteler, Brabson, Branch, Brown, Burch, Burnett, 
John B. Clark, Clemens, Jobn Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, English, Ferry, 
Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hat- 
ton, Hindman, Holman, William Howard, Hughes, Kil- 

ore, Kunkel, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Charles 

). Martin, McKenty, Millson, Montgomery, Nelson, Nib- 
lack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, 
James C. Robinson, Rutiin, Sickles, Simms, William N. 
li. Sinith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, 
Vailandigham, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and 
Wright—62. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. FLORENCE said: I do not propose to 
stab a man in the dark; and I therefore vote ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. CURTIS said he was paired with Mr. 
Anpverson, of Missouri, upon all political ques- 
tions, otherwise he should vote “‘ no.”’ 

Mr. MAYNARD said he had paired with Mr. 
Fosrer. fe Ye 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. Speaker, believing a vote 
of censure to be a judicial infliction of punish- 
ment, and none of the evidence on which the res- 
olution is based having ever been printed or even 
read in this House, so that no proof is afforded me 
to justify such punishment, and adhering to the 
principles of the common law that a man is to be 
presumed innocent till his guilt is proved, I vote 
"S$ mo.** 

_Mr. DAWES. It has been printed in the 
Globe. 

Mr. FERRY. Not the evidence. 

Mr. CONKLING. I was not within the bar 
when my name was called, but there are so ner 
people who are censurable and so few censured, 
in these times, I would like to vote to censure 
somebody. I ask permission to vote. 

Objection was made. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parron, one of its clerks, informing the 
House that the President of the United States had 
notified the Senate that he had. approved and 
signed sundry bills. 

Also, that the Senate had passed without amend- 
ment the bill of the House fixing the value of the 
new silver florin of Austria. 

Also, that the Senate had ordered certain doc- 
uments to be printed. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Mr. Speaker, I have had 
four years of official intercourse with Secretary 
Toucey. I believe him to be a gentleman of in- 
corruptible integrity. Called — to vote upon 
resolutions of censure against him, without the 
evidence before me, the only service I can render 
my friend in what I consider a persecution of him, 
is to declare my opinion, here in my place, of the 
unspotted integrity of his character, and the injus- 
tice of the proposed censure. [Cries of ‘* Order!’’} 

Mr. KILGORE. 1 am not allowed to see the 
evidence; and therefore vote ‘* no.”’ 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that at had examined and 
found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. No. 971) mak- 
ing appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Dapsrimant during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1862; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 
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Mr. RIGGS, from the same committee, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled 
bills of the following titles; when the Speaker 
signed the same: 

A bill (S. No. 270) for the relief of John H. 
Wheeler; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1007) declaring the value of 
the new silver florin of Austria; 

A bill (S. No. 501) for the relief of Henry 
Rice; and 

A bill (S. No. 149) making appropriations to 
supply a deficiency in the appropriations for the 
are of the geological survey of Oregon 
and Washington Territories. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. 


Mr. PHELPS, (Mr. Brancn occupying the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore.) 1 submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this House are due, and 
are hereby presented, to Hon. WILLIAM PENNINGTON, the 
Speaker thereof, for the faithful, courteous, and impartial 
administration of his duties during the present Congress. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I hope that we will be heard 
on that question. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have the floor, and I demand 
the previous question. . 

Mr. RUFFIN. I for one, as a member of this 
House, will not vote in favor of any such resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. MAYNARD. As the value of such a tes- 
timonial depends chiefly, if not entirely, upon 
the individual expression of the members, and in 
accordance with what I believe the usage in such 
cases, | move a call of the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RUFFIN. [| object to the reception of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- 
cides the question to be one of privilege. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I am sorry that debate is cut 
off on a resolution of this kind. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I hope that 
we will have the yeas and nays on the adoption 
of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only ten 
rising in the affirmative. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I shall support this reso- 
lution; and desired an opportunity to record my 
name on the Journal in its favor. But as the 
— friends of the Speaker do not appear to 

e of the same way of thinking, and are not sus- 
taining the call for the yeas and nays, l ask leave 
to withdraw it. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. MORRILL. I rise to a privileged ques- 


tion. Lam instructed by the committee of con- 
ference to submit a report on the disagreeing votes 
between the two Houses on the Army appropria- 
tion bill. Itis brief; and ina few words I will 
explain it to the House, and thus save the neces- 
sity of reading it. The Senate recede from its 
amendments, numbered two, three, four, five, six, 
and thirty-seven. The first are in relation to the 
back rents in California and Texas. The last is 
in relation to the transfer of the Indian bureau 
from the Interior to the War Department. The 
House is recommended to recede from its disa- 
greement to amendments of the Senate from seven 
to twenty-seven inclusive. Those are the amend- 
ments making appropriations for the several for- 
tifications in the country. Concurrence is recom- 
mended in the thirtieth amendment of the Senate, 
with an amendment. After the appropriation of 
$50,000 for the erection of a military post upon 
the Red River of the North, it is proposed to in- 
sert the words, ‘or so much thereof as may be 
deemed necessary by the Secretary of War.”’ 
Those are the substantial recommendations of the 
committee. I move that the report be adopted; 
and on that motion I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the report was adopted. 

Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was adopted; and also moved 
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that the motion to reconsider b 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move, by unanimous co 
sent, that the House proceed to the considerati a 
of the business upon the Speaker’s table, 5 ra 
as to take up and act upon those House bills wl ich 
have been returned from the Senate with am oe 
ments. smal 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered 


IOWA LAND TITLES. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The several bill 
and resolutions will be taken from the Speaker's 
table in their order. The first is House bjjj N : 
70, to quit title to lands in the State o _ 

Amendment of the Senate: 


Insert: ** and which is now held by bona fid 
under the State of lowa ;’’ so that the bill ee 

Thatall title which the United States still retain in y 
tracts of land along the Des Moines river, and above 2 
mouth of the Raccoon fork thereof, in the State of Jovy: 
which have been heretofore certified to said State impr, : 
erly, by the Department of the Interior, as part of the a 
by act of Congress approved August 8; 1846 and Which re 
now held by bona fide purchasers under the State aie 
we and the same is hereby, relinquished to the State of 

owa. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
CHIPPEWA AND OTHER INDIANs, 


An act (H. R. No. 84) for the relief of certain 
Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians. 

Amendments of the Senate: 

Strike out the word “ pay,” and in lieu thereof inser, 
“examine and report to Congress at the next session what 
amount, if any, is due.”’ , 

After the word ‘* Michigan,” strike out “ and who were 
parties to the treaties made at Chicago on the 26th and 27h 
days of September, 1833, between the United States and 
said united nation of Indians, or to their descendants, their 
full proportion per capita of all the sums of money agreed to 
be paid by the United States to the said united nation of 
Indians by,” and in lieu thereof insert © under and by vir- 
tue of.”? ; 

After the word ‘ thirty-three,”’ strike out “and,” and 
insert * with said Indians and under the treaty.” 

Strike out “* Provided, That, upon exainination, it shal! 
| appear that said moneys are still in the Treasury of the 
United States for, or have been paid out to, the Pottawato- 
mie nation aforesaid; whereupon the aforesaid payments 
| shall be made out of the moneys belonging or accruing wo 
the Pottawatomie nation aforesaid,” and in licu thereof 
insert “‘and the Secretary of the luterior is furthermore 
hereby authorized and directed to ascertain and report at 
the same time whether any money or property heretofore 
payable is due to said Pottawatomie nation, under and by 
| virtue of the treaty of October 26, 1832, or other treaties, 
| which has not been appropriated and paid, and ifany, what 
amount.”’ 

The bill, as amended, will read as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to examine and report to Congress 
atits next session, what amount, if any, is due to the Chip- 
pewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians, now residing in 
the State of Michigan, under and by virtue of the treaties 
of July 29, 1829, the 26th of September, 1833, and the arti- 
cles supplementary thereto, of September 27, 1883, and oi 
| the Sth and 17th of June, 1846, with the Pottawatonie 
nation of Indians ; and the Secretary of the Interior is tur- 
thermore hereby authorized, &c. 


The amendments were concurred in. 
KATHERINE K. RUSSELL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 537) for the relief of Kath- 
erine K. Russell. 
Amendments of the Senate: 


Strike out “ 19th day of September, 1849,” and in lieu 
thereof insert “ Ist day of January, 1805 ;”? and strike out 
‘¢ natural life,”? and in lieu thereof insert “ widowhood; 
so that the bill will read : ; 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to pay to said Katherine K. Russell the sum ¢! 
twenty-five dollars per month ; and this sum to gommence 
and to be computed from and after the Ist day of January, 
1855, and the same to continue during her widowhood. 


The amendments were concurred in. 
ELIZA M. PLYMPTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 923) granting a pension 0 
Eliza M. Plympton. 
Amendment of the Senate: 


Strike out “ fifty,’? and in lieu thereof insert “ thirty; 
so that the bill will read: _ 

That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to pi > 
the name of Eliza M. Plympton, widow of the late Colon ; 
Joseph Plympton, of the United States Army, on the - 
sion roll, at the rate of thirty dollars a month, from the 
day of June, 1860, for and during her natural life. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair now 
presents House bills with Senate amendments. 


COMMODORE II. PAULDING. s. 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 59) authorizing 
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